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PLANNING A PLANNING SHAKE-UP

In the bast issue of Firnd Mitters we pat the question : The
Planning Process - 15 it Faie? We can’t claim that our v
was  heard in Whitchall but, by coincidence,  the
Government has recently issuid a Green Paper giving their
icleas for reforming the way in which planning applications
aredealt with ot the moment, The current regulations, they
point out, have been inexistence, almost undhanged, for the
last 5 years and |t is ime for a change.

Gays Stephen Byors i the Forward : "What was ance an
innpvativie emphasis on consultation has now becoma aset
of dnflexible, legalistie and burcaucratic procedures, A
systemn that was intended to promote developmen: now
blochs it

The Green Faper is actually a thees-volume work and that
on planning runs to 68 pages. Inessence, it removes many
of the present powers of ocal authorities and puts them in
the hands of regional authoritios and, in the case of 'major
Infrastructure features’, into the hands of Pacliament itself.
Cut would go strueture plans, local and plans and unitary
duvelopment plans to be replaced by new  ‘Local
Development Framewarks.

The Local Development Frameworks would consist of :

* a statement of core pelicies seiting out the Jocal
authoripy’s vision and  strategy to be applied in
prometing and controlling development throughout the
area,

* more detalled sction plans for smaller anas of change,
such a5 urban  extensions, ltown centre and
neighborrhoods undergoing renewal; and

+ a mapshowing the argas of change for which action plany
are to be prepared and existing designations, such as
CONSEMVALIonN andas,

Plans produced an thess lines, it is claimed, would take
less time to prepare and keop ws o date.  They would
provide  business  with greater  corminty and  prove
communitics with a clear means of getting invohied, The
statemont of core policies would be a short, focussed and
strategic documaenlt,

But who will be the controlling autharity? The elected
reginnal government, that's who,

Mo, yo're right, we haven't got such a body <yt Butin
a fortheeming White Paper the Government will set out in
detall its proposals for regionally-elected  assemblics,
including the spedific functions of such bodies if and when
they coma inke being. Regional planaing will be ane of them,

That the prosent planning  system is  slow  and
cumbersome there is no doubt. Do the Government's
proposals make things any easier and speed things up?

Yes, they should do - but there's a price to pay
Democracy will suffer.

Sald Henry Oliver, CPRE's Head of Flanning, “The reyions
are unaccountable, people dan't identify with them, and

they're just too big to cope with the detail.’

If a major mfrastructure proposal o made (@ new
runway for Liverpool Afrport, or a Re-Bo terminal, say)
Parliament will decide whether or not such schemes
should go ahead. These would e a public inguiry butonly
minor detailsof design ond conditions would be discussed.

This 5 a bare-faced attempt to deprive paople of thelr
right to question the principle of deveélopment in proecisely
thnse cases whess the envirenmental impact will be
greatest,’ declaned Mr Oliver,

But there are a number of changes proposed which will
be welcomed.  For one thing, itis proposed that 4 curh be
put on repeated applications which some developers are
prone to do fellowing a refusal. In particelar, it isintended
Woput & step to idemfical “hwin-tracked” applications
submitied by developers who negotiate on one proposal
and appeal on another. (On another page we report how
Mr Frank Field WP is trying to curb the nepeated demands
of tha mabile lelephons companies),

The necessity of consulting the public, however, is
emphasised, and it is propesed that members-of the public
should be allawed to speak at local authority planning
committer mectings, And Councils weuld have to give
reasons for approving planning applications, as well as
refusing them,

Howwever, there I no provison for giofng fecal people the mght
o c?nﬂmgr develomment decistons which nay conflict urth
prafrlicly agreed plans,

Although the Green Paper includes a Resporse Form
asking for “Yes/ No' answers to 2 number of questions it is
altogether a vather |lengehy and e compiicated a
document for the layman or woman to read and absorb, let
alane make a judgement. CPRE Cheshire Branch called on
the services of Mr John Wesencraft, 4 planning consulant
from West Kirby to consider the proposals and repart. He
prodizced such an excellent, considered, profescional view
which we could mot fault. So, with his kind permission, the
Saclety Exccutive Committee decided that it could do ne
better than align its self fully with the response to be made
by CPRE Cheshire Branch based on his report.












