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PLANNING A PLANNING SHAKE-UP

In the bast issue of Firnd Mitters we pat the question : The
Planning Process - 15 it Faie? We can’t claim that our v
was  heard in Whitchall but, by coincidence,  the
Government has recently issuid a Green Paper giving their
icleas for reforming the way in which planning applications
aredealt with ot the moment, The current regulations, they
point out, have been inexistence, almost undhanged, for the
last 5 years and |t is ime for a change.

Gays Stephen Byors i the Forward : "What was ance an
innpvativie emphasis on consultation has now becoma aset
of dnflexible, legalistie and burcaucratic procedures, A
systemn that was intended to promote developmen: now
blochs it

The Green Faper is actually a thees-volume work and that
on planning runs to 68 pages. Inessence, it removes many
of the present powers of ocal authorities and puts them in
the hands of regional authoritios and, in the case of 'major
Infrastructure features’, into the hands of Pacliament itself.
Cut would go strueture plans, local and plans and unitary
duvelopment plans to be replaced by new  ‘Local
Development Framewarks.

The Local Development Frameworks would consist of :

* a statement of core pelicies seiting out the Jocal
authoripy’s vision and  strategy to be applied in
prometing and controlling development throughout the
area,

* more detalled sction plans for smaller anas of change,
such a5 urban  extensions, ltown centre and
neighborrhoods undergoing renewal; and

+ a mapshowing the argas of change for which action plany
are to be prepared and existing designations, such as
CONSEMVALIonN andas,

Plans produced an thess lines, it is claimed, would take
less time to prepare and keop ws o date.  They would
provide  business  with greater  corminty and  prove
communitics with a clear means of getting invohied, The
statemont of core policies would be a short, focussed and
strategic documaenlt,

But who will be the controlling autharity? The elected
reginnal government, that's who,

Mo, yo're right, we haven't got such a body <yt Butin
a fortheeming White Paper the Government will set out in
detall its proposals for regionally-elected  assemblics,
including the spedific functions of such bodies if and when
they coma inke being. Regional planaing will be ane of them,

That the prosent planning  system is  slow  and
cumbersome there is no doubt. Do the Government's
proposals make things any easier and speed things up?

Yes, they should do - but there's a price to pay
Democracy will suffer.

Sald Henry Oliver, CPRE's Head of Flanning, “The reyions
are unaccountable, people dan't identify with them, and

they're just too big to cope with the detail.’

If a major mfrastructure proposal o made (@ new
runway for Liverpool Afrport, or a Re-Bo terminal, say)
Parliament will decide whether or not such schemes
should go ahead. These would e a public inguiry butonly
minor detailsof design ond conditions would be discussed.

This 5 a bare-faced attempt to deprive paople of thelr
right to question the principle of deveélopment in proecisely
thnse cases whess the envirenmental impact will be
greatest,’ declaned Mr Oliver,

But there are a number of changes proposed which will
be welcomed.  For one thing, itis proposed that 4 curh be
put on repeated applications which some developers are
prone to do fellowing a refusal. In particelar, it isintended
Woput & step to idemfical “hwin-tracked” applications
submitied by developers who negotiate on one proposal
and appeal on another. (On another page we report how
Mr Frank Field WP is trying to curb the nepeated demands
of tha mabile lelephons companies),

The necessity of consulting the public, however, is
emphasised, and it is propesed that members-of the public
should be allawed to speak at local authority planning
committer mectings, And Councils weuld have to give
reasons for approving planning applications, as well as
refusing them,

Howwever, there I no provison for giofng fecal people the mght
o c?nﬂmgr develomment decistons which nay conflict urth
prafrlicly agreed plans,

Although the Green Paper includes a Resporse Form
asking for “Yes/ No' answers to 2 number of questions it is
altogether a vather |lengehy and e compiicated a
document for the layman or woman to read and absorb, let
alane make a judgement. CPRE Cheshire Branch called on
the services of Mr John Wesencraft, 4 planning consulant
from West Kirby to consider the proposals and repart. He
prodizced such an excellent, considered, profescional view
which we could mot fault. So, with his kind permission, the
Saclety Exccutive Committee decided that it could do ne
better than align its self fully with the response to be made
by CPRE Cheshire Branch based on his report.



The Numbers Game

How groses the Memborship Drive? The answr is £ 1t's
foang very well

We would like to thank all those of vou who have
answered our plea and recroited new membors At the
time of going to press the wtal memboeship has reached
400« and rising, But, of mourse, the drive goes on -
umabated, we hope < and iF any member would like more
application forms.and /o leaflets (plenty available) please
gebin touch with Audrey Flatt, our Membership Secretary;
shoe will be deligheed to fot you have them. (See her own
e port Bl

Im thi exciterment of gotting the drive onderway we
slipped up! The special Membership Form did not gove
i ko say oo cocimmenended whom, Se, we don't kaow
the names of those splendid members who have recruited
Hve crmore dow members and whom we are anxeols to
reward with a £153 Bonk Token or token for Beattie’s. [t
was 2 lapse for which we apologise and we would ask all
whis have a clam not b be shy but let Audrey Platt, our
Moemburship Secretary (or any member of the Committee)
krwows Quoting, of course, the names of the five {or more)
PESnees

Asour Chaisman, Rod Tann, pointed cut in his lettor to
s, i s i ftal suenbier we and anmious to increese, we
are not trving o beost our finances.  That is why we are
intent on kee ping our sebscription to a nominal £5 a year.
With a fokal papulation of mnearly half a million an thae
Wirral Penmsula we belicve there ane many more people
st there whio would only be too keen to foin The Wirral
Soctety if they only knew abatet us and what are aims are.,
So, please, keep on kecping on mentioning us o vour
frierds and neighbours.

A word the
Membership Secretary
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The Wirral Horn

Oie of e deep regiets of Liwal hisloans and geesent
and past curators of The Williamson Art Gallery s that the
legendary Wirral Hoen is not on display thers, Used as a
badpge or logo by Wirral schools and organisations this
token of authority of the ancent office of Chief Forester of
Wirral is mow nearly. %0 vears old and sull exists - in
Somerset. B isin the possession of the Earl of Cromer (who
alsn baars the fmous name of Evelyn Baring).

The latest voice o ask why this most hissoric relic of
Wirral's heritage 5 not kept in Wirral comes from Pete
Millar, the Rapges at Ribbensdale MNature Reserve.  The
propor place for the hom, he says, 18 The Willlamson Art
Callery - & only on Ioan and not many Wirralians would
argue with that.

The Wirral Hom is to Wirral as the Liver Bird is w
Liverpool.  When the third Earl of Chester designated
Wirral as a forest ion 1120 AL he made Alan Sylvester of
Storeton Hall his Chief Forester and gave him the horn asa
badge of uffice. The Forest of Wirral was not a tree-filled
area in the modern sense of the word it meant that, like the
Mew Forsst and the Forest of Dean, the area became 3
hunting ground and subject to forest laws  In effect, the
laws were designed (o proserve the game for the earl and
his friends to bunt and the Chief Forester was responsthle
for seeing the laws were kepd. Inretum he was granted the
manors of Hooton, Storeton and Puddi one of his
cluties was to blow the homn at the Gloverstone in Chester
an the moming of every Fair Bay, This was to remiml il
citizens that the tolls enall goods bought and sold within
the sound of the hom brionged o the A sort of 12th
centry VAT,

The horn stayed with the Syhresters until it was inhenited
by the fomale line of the family when passed on mareriage
into the Stanley family of Hooton Hall, However, in 1575,
Ethel, daughtor of the then Earl of Stanley, marricd the fiest
Earl of Cromer and took the Wirral Horn with her.

Pete: Millar's ory has not gone unheand.  He has the
Societys” suppert. Approaches are being made to the Ear
of Cromer asking whether he would help us mark the
Society’s T3th anmiversary noxt vear by allowing the horm to
be displayed on loan for a pericd in The Willlamson,

Planting a Tree for Keith

It was one of  Januany's wettest davs. As members of
Keith Davidson's family, our Fresident, r_John
Tarn, Chairman, Fod Tann, and members of the Executive
Committes assembled in the Memorial Garden in Royvden
Park. Frankby, to plant a Hee in his - memory the rin -
bucketod down, “We could not have chosen a worse day’,
satied B,

The chosen free was a substantial, healthy-lookin
sapling Cedrius eilantisa, beter knowr as the Blue Codar. It
was the Blue Cedar in his front which gave Keith so
tnuch pleasure during his final days. The activities of i
Birds amoeng its branches owtside his window were highly
diverting and Keith's wife, June, did net hesjtate when
asked to choose which bype of troe shou bd be planted,

Despite the torrentiol downpour, the short ceremen
wirt as planmed.  Adrian Oldfield, the Royden Far
Ranger, read a movipg poem and spoke abeut the
characteristics of the tree and about the plan for creasing the
Memaorial Garder in which Keith's Blue Cedar was one of
thue first to be plantid.

1¢'s only ten feet tall now but in the years o come it will
spar over Royden Park to ar least 80 feet and Pum*{ag
higher. A record of mcbglanrh'tg and its association wi
Keith will be contained in the Memorial Book at Boyden Park,
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A prestigious English Heritage blue plague has recently
been placed en o house in Village Road, Oxton, where the
renowned architect, Sie Patrick Abercrombie, lived for
twenty years while he held the Lever Chair of Civie
Engineering at the University of Liverpool  And during
that  time  Profissor  Abercromble  became  a
foundor-moembor of The Wirrl Society and served on ils
Executive Committee In fact, it could be said that he was
indirectly responsiple for s formation.

The Wirral Society was founded in 1928 by Miss Joan
Royden, of Hill Bark, Bidston, following the formaton of
the Council for the Proservation of Rural England (CPRE)
two yoars caclicr,  CPRE came into being follswing the
o PP rance ul an article in the Tmen ]'l'rllrn:l.lrs et b:l."
Professoe Patrick Abercrombie. He was not only a pionecr
of fown planming bud was abso the first person o advocihe
the designation of Green Belts round Britain's towns and
cities,

We are delighted thar Sie Patelch's work has been
remembered o this way and we are proud that his
succrssar, Professor Myles Wright, was alse associated with
the Society and thet another distinguished Liverpool
University profossor, Professor Jobhn Tam, former holder of
the Roscoe Chair of Architecture, i5 our cieront prosident

Tl Society's oficers elected ot et first meelimg Inchaded ooe
Viscarnt, fo Kitghis of Hie Realm, tinee unitersity prafrssers,
Fand el bors, o fiehied Mimier 4::,F Parliautent o well-kmimom
fistortitin, @ stip’s coptern and sewerl promdnent irerpod
Mersiiessingrn, ~Edd

Hissing Records

Mext viar, as we Bave mentioned before; B the 7ith
Anniversary of the fermation of The Wirmal Socicty and
avir the pastouple of years we have been irying to locate
te Socieny s first Minute Book and earty records but all
o avail

What records exist are in the safe hands of the Wirral
Archives in the Wirral Museum in Birkerhead's former
powt hadl We have been in touch with both the Cheshine
County and Liverpoel City archives in the faint hope that
thiey might have them. We bave failigd to find anything
before the yvear 19500 and aur ene remaining hope (s that
amniz of our members may have some idea of suggestion o
make as o their whereabeuts

It has been suggested that an orstwhibe secretary o other
committes member might have @ken the Minute Book
e for safekeeping duarmng; the st war,

Has any member got anything up in the attic which onae
belomged o a relative who may well have served on the
Committee? A large book, maybe, or a parcel which has

never been opened but which, from its shape, looks a5

though it might contain a book of some sort? lts 3 very
lomg shot but we are keeping our fingers crossed.

Ve would alsa like to get our hands on the Socioty's first
Canbonery Cuide, a booklet which was published in 1933,
Another was published in 1962 but we would very much
like 10 track down a copy of the Hrst edition. Any oifers?

W. Victor Smith Memorial Lectures

The todal success of the series of lectures held in mamory
of the 3-plus years” unstinting seevice to the Wirral Society
by the fate W.Viclor Smith of West Kirby would have
delighted Victor himself, not for any personal reasons: but
for the knowledge that his beloved Sociery is very much
aliveand flourishing, (fanvoneever cared for Wirral, he did.

This vears lectures, in Janary and February, beth
brought the packed house we have now come toex pect and
bath speabers fokl us about aspeets of Wirral most of us
krew littfe about

Martyn Jamicsan, Wirrals Head Ranger, ook us on an
exploration of the Dee from source o mouth, telling us how
and why. from an environmental standpoint, it has one of
the most important estuaries, not only in Britain, but in
Europe. He also told ws about the activitios of the Rangers
in their never-ending quest to let Wirral folk know and
appreciate just how important and wonderful it s The
miusical reprise with which he ended his tatk was a delight,

Such i the popularity of Gavin Hunter be seems destined
to be called wpon at least once wvery season, not least
because Be is alwavs coming up with something now [about
something sld) ancl because of his clever use of modemn
teehnoliny, tarming a siide-show into somathing akin to a
TY documentary.

This time Gavin choge to tell the fasdinating story.of the
quarries of Siorcton and Higher Bebington which, in theie
day, went enprmous vidertakings, two hundred feet deep,
which supplied the white-ish S:oreton stone i buildings all
over the world It wasoven used 1o clad the Empire State
Building in MNew York

We ane most grateful to our speakers for providing such
enjoyable evening and we are not unmindful of the hours
and effort needed to put a talk and slides together. We must
also, vetagain, express our gratitude to D Lilian Potter who
made all the arrangements and o the Captain and
committor of Wallasey Golf Club for so generoushy altawing
ws to use theie magnificenthy-refurbishisd premises,

Friog 10 e Lea WACrior Smillh kedtue dedr Ofphinised
mwoebrd o leaer ol adilesy o pict Eseinsd okl 30 i ped
Tres Wi Cearge s of Gavion becaise of alvancind
v, A pootke D2 He heis Kooy alimersd s o
meralioey this bocanse vwie canesolb but swothes ywivdbesr e
Is U e seice el e ey othor mernber b
st e pryoang Bidetbsokon s bl Me flarrts?

Summer Meetings

By coincidence rather than by design our summer
mectifgs (note the plural) will be 4 nice follow-up to Gavin
Hunter's lecture on the quarries of Storeton and Higher
Behington. They will take the form of a guided tour of
Storeton Woods which, in part, covers the site of twa of the

marrIs
) S0 many of us have passed along Mount Road emany
times and promised curselves that, one fine day, we shall
stop and have a walk in these woods which were saved for
posterity by the audable initiathvye displayed by the very
enthusiastic Friends of Starcten Woods.  The woods are
now safely in the hands of the Woadband Trust. )

Bocause we expect an enthusiastic response there will be
two separate guided tours (each with a maximum of 5
people}, one in an afternoon, the other in the svening - on
different days in June. A leter giving precise details is
enciostd with this issue, Dut, please note, it will be a case of
first come, first served, 3




March of the Masts

Ooe ol e mome familiar ilems of reportage in
newspapers these days - apart, this is, from the NHS, the
state of the raitways, the BBT, the state of roads, education,
drugs, viclent crime and hunsting with dogs. - concerns
gttempts by mobde telephone companies to eract their
sty Oof every availuble high point-and action by kocal
residimis to prevent them doing so, Wi have reported on
the several (5o far, successful) Battles of Flaybrick water
tawer and have condemned the manner in which Gorsehill
water towwer has become festoonad with antennae. And no
waeekly planning list seems to go by without ancther
application to erecta mast of some sort on a lofty poerch of
some sort somewhere in Wirral.

Oineg parsomn, in particular, thinks the time Tas come b put
acurk on them. MrFrank Field MP, no less, has launched a
Bill in Fariament - The Telecommunications Transmithees
{Restrictions oa Planning Applications) Bill, to be precise -
following complaints by consttuents about the way
telephone companies will net take ‘no’ for an answer and,
following a refusal, almost immediately bry again with
stightly amended plan.

“Mobile phipne cempanies’, said Mr Field, ‘have a huge
amount of money, whereas lcal authorities have very littlo
cash,  Fighting &  planning  application  can be
timie-consuming and while they (the lecal councils) have to
keep winning a mobile phone company has only to be
sucoessiul once to gel the st

Ong of the more vallant fights is being waged by the
gowel prople of Greasby wha, faced with the erection of a
mast an green belt farmland site by Cae20ne, immodiately
formed  GAMMA  (Creasby  Against Mast  Menace
Assaciation] and vigorously campaigned against it

The Council Planning Committes duly rejected the
application but, sacliy, the rodoe tm that effect did not reach
the applicants by the statutory deadline date, It was just a
dlay late. Butthis, claimed Cne20ne, gave them planning
permission by defanll. And without more ado they brought
iz the bulldesers and began o build.

Cutraged, GAMMA demanded that the Conncil should
take te rare, but risky. step of asking the Secretary of Sate
to issue a Discontinuance Order telling the firm to stop
work immediately,

The suggestion was turmed down by Wirral Council's
cabinet committes on the grownds that One20ne might sue
fer heavy compersation.  But when the matter was
considered by the full Council they, 1o their great credit,
boldly grasped  the nettle and agreed to seck a
Discontinuance Order.  Said Councllor Steve Foulkes,
leader of the Council: *We have sccepted that the deadline
for rejection was misssd but, as the law stands, it was not
possible to apply for a Thscontinuance Order to gtop the
brulilizg watil some building had taken place,

The residents of Greashy have mounted a very successful
campaign against the mast and we hope that their campaign
may actively help towards getting a discontinuance order.”

Herpetological Matters

It'shard to believe that six years have passed since we
answered @ plea from Wirral Wildlife 1o help thom
conserve the small cotony of rare Matterjack Toads at Red
Focks, Hoylake, We played our part by hinng a
bulldozer o make two “serapes” in the gand at the edge of
the sand dunes to provide o sustabli ‘eourting amea for
the toads. [t's some time sinoe we reported on the toads”
progress but thanks to Wirral Wildkife's newstetter we
can bring you up to date.

The natterjacks have been subjact to a careful watch by
WW membars and the Wirral Ranger and last year they
were able to report that some 5000 tadpoles had been
seen, Buthow many of them turmed nto toads 7 Notat lot

A recent study of the natterack elewhere shows that
of epge laid no maore than one or two per cont can b
exprcted to mature, Which is why they remain rare.

Abput three years ago toadiets by the bucketful from
the thriving colony at Ainsdale were introdueed into the
Fed Rocks ponls with only moterate. suecess.  The
fully-maturne malé natterjack has-a honking mating call
that can be heard for over a mile and, judging by their
concerted voices it is estimated that Red Rocks sustains a
population of between 12 and X

Considering the natterjacks” paitry birthrate this 15
coensidered a success since it takes two to three vears for
toads to reach sexual maturity.

Detailed monitoring, it seoms. imvolves . eounting
individuals in the pools at might and, with the aid of a
torch. measuring and sexing them, So, if you see
mysterious lights around Red Rocks one evening don't
call gut the Coasiguard or the Police:

Matterjack Toad
Hiustration by Roger Stevens
Courtesy Chestare IWIYfe Triest
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