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We Bring this Newsletter to members with a heavy

heart. Seldom can a society have been faced with

the sudden tragic loss of its two chief officers within the space of less that a fortnight. Our

long-serving President Lord Leverhulme, died suddenly on the 4th July.

Our much-revered

Chairman, Keith Davidson, died equally suddenly after a short illness, just twelve days later on the 16th.

Lord  Levorhulma  was
preseident or patron of over
50 socletes and organisations
in the county of Cheshire but
there cannot be many which
could claim as fong an
asgociation with him as could
the  Wirral Society. He
became our President after
inheriting the title in 1944, so
following in the footsteps of
his father, the Ind Viscount., whe became President whin
the Society was formed in 1928, This meant that for over 70
yeurs no other name but Viscount Leverhulme has headed
DU NOEPAPE,

Lord Leverhulme was, of course, a large landowner, Some
of the lands and property he inherited but mest he himself
acguired.  The fact that much of south Wirral is still very
attractive countryside is due to his grandfather’s initintiva
an buyirg up farms and lund as it became available and the
subsequent meticulous stewardship of the Leverhulme
Estates,

The estates in Wirral cover some 1400 acres and when it
was decided Hhat a motorway (M53) should slice through
the lengths of the peninsula be threw his weight behind the
Society's successful efforts to have a less-damaging castern
route chosen. It meant that it would inevitably cross his
land, But Lord Leverhulme was determined that it sheuld
not be the intusive sear that charscterised most other
motorways.  He promptiy employed his own leam of
hughway engineers who designed a route which took the
rosd below ground level for a lengthy stretch so lessening
the visual impact.

That was typical of the man.

Lord Leverhulme was proud to be a man of Wirral and
was  greally  brritabed  wheno the local  govermmient
reorganisation of 1972 caused his beloved Thonton Hough
and Thonton Manor to be ‘evicted” from Cheshire and
‘relocated” in the new fangled County of Merseyside,

His staff and his tenants were Bercely loyal and protective
towards him and tell of his many kindnesses, his modesty;
and the way he always put their interests above all else,

A most gracions man, he will be much missed,

The death of our Chairman,
Keith Davidson, was a truly
tragic amd devastating Dlow,
‘We feel greatly for his wife,
June, and his family and
offering our  condolences,
whilst utterly sincere, seems,
under the circumatances, tobe
inadequate.

Keith had been Chairman of
the Society Executive Commithes
for 17 years after serving as Vice-Chairman and commitiee
member for many years before that. It is hard to believe he
% no longer with us:

He was a much-respected architect with a- practice in
Liverpool and his professional knowledge and experience
was of invaluable assistance to the Society on many
occasions when planning matters were being discussed.

Although not Wirral-bomn Keith had lived in Caldy for

well over 30 years and his love of Wirral ard the conviction
that it needed protecting from the excesses of avaricious
developers was as flerce as anyone's.
At his funeral service, his rector, the Rev. Roger Clark, said;
'A fow weeks ago | visited Keith at his home in Caldy.
Almeady he was guite umwell but | was welcomed with
charm, that genileness and that openness that marked the
man. Although he was unwell there was a quict excitement
about Keith as we talked about architecmune, style, shape and
spece, and about particular buildings in Liverpool and on
the Wirral, Architecture and dosign was Keith's work but it
was a work he loved. [t was an abiding interest, it was part
of him. That is the memory that is u for me - @
quiet, polite and charming man, talking of the things he
knew and loved and appreciated.”

We, on the Socicty Executive Committee will remember
him for all those reasons but also for the way he conducted
our commiitee meetings.  He made them very happy
oceasions. The lighter side of life was never far from his
mind and many a penau]s dhmm.f.l ng‘m looked mhuwpt
of becoming bortng was lightened with an amusing but a
anecdote or joke of which he had an extraocdinary

ropiertoire, [
His ing has left a huge hole in the Society which will
bedil‘ﬁt tor fill




WIRRAL SOCIETY

The First Winners

One of the ideas which Keith Davidson long nurtured was that the Society should do all # could to educate and
encourage the younger generation ko appreciate the need for protecting the environment in general and that of the Wirral
Peninsula in particular. To that end we instituted an award of £250 and a framed certificate to the school which, in tha
opinion of the Society, had made an outstanding contribution towards protecting and improving the Wirral environmment
in some way,

The project must have involved a considerable input from the pupils and have been undertaken in the year prior to the
closing date which, this year, was 31st January,

In the event, we faund that many schools were tan occupied with other projects and with their normal work to give the
matter special attention and the response was somewhat disappointing,

Howiwver, there was one school which shone out like a beacon. Grove Sireet Primary School in New Ferry, with 365 pupils
between 3 and 11 years of age, had risen i a big way toa challenge raised by pupils, staff and parents that they should
embark on a programme of improving their environment and health, both in the local community and globally.

A Mission Statement’ was drawn up which included the vows ‘[ will work with everyone in my school to make it a
happy place where we are kind, caring and thoughtful towards one ancthet’ and ‘We will continue to care aboul our
environment at ome, at school and in the wider word.”

To achieve these goals a number of projects were initiated. Supported by parents and govemnars of the school a Grounis
for Celebration project aimed at improving the school grounds to provide physical and mental stimulation for pupdls and to
‘turn them into an educational rescurce that will help promote environmental awareness, health and safety both in schoal
and in the wider community,

The Energy Couservation Programme included the monitoring of the schocl's encrgy usage by a group of six pupils who
were charped with reporting their results and idess for any economy to the governing body. The Litter Watch project (in
association with Groundwork Wirral) aimed at improving the local environmens by reducing litter. Concurrent with these
ventures the school runs a Health Promotion project with a spegial Health Week each year when all aspects of health are
covered from dist to the workings of the human body to road safety and environmental awareness. During the year pupils
from the school entered the 1999 Children's Parliament on the Environment contest with a presentation entited “What can
you and your community do to improve the environment to ensure that everyone becomes healthisr'. Their entry took
them to the regional finals and they were later invited to repeat their presentation to Wirral's Local Agenda 21 Forum.
1t wis felt that the whale approach to the problems of the environment by the Head Teacher, Mrs Na'amat Little, and her
staff at Grove Street Primary School coupled with the resultant enthusiasm of the children was oatstanding and we were
delighted to declare them very worthy winners of this first Wirral Society Schools Award,

*

Editars Note: By happy coincidence this is not the first time the Society has been associated with Grove Street Primary
School. Back in 1994 all bwenty-four pupil in Class 6 each wrote a personal letter to Wirnal Council Environmental
Department drawing their attention to the fact that there wis a lot of littler blowing about outside their schoel but there
was no bin for people to put their litter in. There was also a shortage of litter bins on The Esplanade where many visitors
come to look at the Mersey scene. By chance their letters coincided with an offer from the Society to the Council to meet the
cost of three litter bins for installation where most needed, The offer was made after it was reported that the bins instalied
at the Society’s expense in various Wirral lay-bys were being used. Wirmal's Recyding Difer was therefore in the happy
position of being able to tell the pupils that their bins could be provided. Ome was installed in Grove Street and two on The
Esplanade - all bearing a plaque acknowledging the Society’s donation.
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SUMMER MEETING

The Executive Committee sends its profound apalogies to
2ll members for the Summer Meeting that never was, It
would be very easy to blame the weather and the absence of
any real summer weather as we used to know it years ago
but the fact i that for all the scratching of heads and the
collective cudgling of the Committee’s brains we failed to
come up with a suitable venue. The trouble is that more
than 70 years’ existence we've been everywhers!

We have drawn members” attention o this problem in
past wssues of this newsletter and have asked for
suggestions, Alas, we had no response or, at least, no
feasible suggestion was Forthcoming and, sadly, we wem
faced with no other altemmative but to abandon the idea,

We don't feel too badly aboot this since, this year - to
miark the Millennium - we armnged a programme of four
Victor Smith Memorial lectures instoad of the agread two.
We would like to think that members consider that fair
compensation.

And talking of the lectures don®t forget those sl to come
in October and November,

That on the 16th October & incorpotated with our Tist
Annual General Meeting at the Heatherlands Restaurant,
Irby, when (following an excellent hot pot supper)
Elizzbeth Davey will talk about and show slides toillustrate
Wirral before Victorio (sub-titled Formers, Fishermen mnd
Alrhotizes). These who heard Flizabeth's fascinating talk al
last year's AGM will not want to miss this one.

The final bectune of this year on 16th November (at Wallasey
Colf Club) will be given by Mr Graham Fisher who will talk
about Vicloriar Fantasiss.

AERIAL BATTLES

Plarming appliations for the ersction of telecommunication
masts by the mobile telephone companies continue 1o be
made at increasingly frequent intervals. All applications
are, of course, conshdered en their respective ments and in
not a few cases meet with hostile reception from local
residents, In the matn, they are worried about the health
hazards which the masts may present (to which nobody
seems to know the answer) rather than any environmental
impact, But, of course, it is the latter aspect which concerns
the Soclety and our Flanning Liatson Officer wisits
proposed sites, reponts to the Execubtive Commiltes on
what he finds and the Committes decides whether to
cupport or object. We have folt for some time, however,
that an overall offical policy should be drawn up to deal
with such applications and, in fact, have said so to Wirral
Council planning department, However, we feel that all
planning departments shoold identify areas where masts
would nat be welcome under any circumstances and areas
where they would, pererally speaking, not be too intrusive,

Recently, we were to leamn an independent
inquiry is expected to propose that local councils should be
given Full contrel over the building of new mobile phone
miakts,

The Government has, somewhat belatedly, recognised
that the erection of telephome masts & 2 highly
controversial matter and has urged the telephons
companies o talk to cach sther and, where possible, share
facilities on a single mast. To date, however, there i little
evidence that much notice 5 being laken of the suggeetion.

Chne telephone company, Orange, has however, found a
way of tnstalling their antennae in 2 national park to the
approval of the authority concemed. They have made it
look like an environment-friendly tree-trunk-like pole.

In the Yorkshire Dales National Park they have erected a
26 foot-high mast less than half the height of the existing
masty - which s made of fibreglacs disguised with an
astificial wood grain. All the technology i housed in a
‘discreet’ green bex at the base. This has found Favour
where provious suggestions for making the masts loak like
artificial trees have not,

There & no doubt that telephone masis, like telegraph
poles and electricity pylons are here to stay as a future of
modemn life - until something different comes along.

WEBSITE INSIGHT

Our Website wizard, Nick Lauro, is secking members’ help.
Members with cameras which can kike good colour pix. He
urgently requires views of Wirral - both rural and urban -
for insertion fnto the Seciety’s website. He reports: ‘1 have
started work on the planned interactive map of Wiml.
When finishad visitors to the site will be able to toll their
mouse pointer over a Wirral place name and dlick on to a
page featuring photographs of that area and some brief text
aheot it

The idea of course, It to whet the appetite of people
surfing tha net who might click on to Wirral and wonder
what sort of a place it is, 1t will also be of great interest to
ex-Wirralians whenever they ar.

Mick has also recently acquird some speclal seftware
which has enabled him to make a start on the formidable
task of archiving the complete contents of Wirral Matters
from its first issue in Spring 1992 for inclusion in the website,
Thit website has (at the time of going to press) recorded
over 500 hits” and brought in a number of new members as
aresult. It alsa brought the Wirral Clronicle te Nick's door
asking foran interview.

If any membar can help Mick with the loan of photog raphs
he will be delighted to hear from you. His telephone
rumber is: 0151 606 9068,

E-mail address: thedrumdodor@nlawro,19.co.uk

GREEN STAYS GREEN

It was heartening to read in the local press that Wirnsl
Council will not be supporiing suggestions made by some
members of the Morth West Regional Assembly that it may
be necessary to remove land from the Green Belt bo allow
for new industry or housing, Councillor Steve Foulkes, the
leader of the Wirral Council, deseribed the Green Belt as
"Wirral's groen lung’ and says that it is protected by the
Unitary Pevelopment Plan

Wirral's UDP, which comtrols planning matiers in the
Barough, is only valid until March next year.

Wi must enisure that the Green Balt does not tighten when it
is reappratsed. Members of the Executive Committee will
shorily be meeting a senior member of Wirral Councll's
Planning Department to discuss what action the Seciety
might best bake in support of the Council’s stance



THE SHOTWICK ROAD

DEVELOPMENT

What has come to be known as the Shotwick Hoed
Development is an application by the Welsh Development
Agency for  outiine consent for  industrial
development of an area of land to the north-east of the
Shotwick read - which nms round the north side of the
Deeside Industrial Park to the new Dee Bridge - and
bebween it and the Welsh border, Tt woold industrial
development to within some 300 metres of Shobwick
Church and the rising ground that marks the edge of the
ld Wirral Peninsula down in that far commer.

This proposal has been hovering about for the past three
years or mere, some of the delay being due to the local
authority changes in Wales. ltlsﬂwguingluhemrn!md

at 4 Public [nquiry in
There is a great deal hrdﬁaiﬂm&mnmvhodiﬁm
the English side of the CFRE Chester Branch has
come out strongly agalnst the plan and intends to be
teprosentod at the Inguiry and other protesters Include
Burton Residents” Association, Puddington Parish Council
and varous agricultural interests. The Wirral Society has
added its voice to the choras, The land is Grade 2
mural land and vital to 4 plg-breeding station at
Puddington which I of intemational stature. - Any
suggestion that the opposition is just NIMBYism fs
cottered by pointing oot that this is not the Wirral's
‘backyard’ but its front garden. Its impact on the Welsh
environment is non-existent.

One of the main nds of objection is that WA has not
shown any real mﬂﬁu‘:r extra industrial development land
that justified sacrifici ld land of this quality in
such @ sensitive mtung.mg g Ly

We will report on the of the Public mquiry in
due course though the final decision will probably not be
reached uniil early next year, 5t

R

PIER HEAD
FERRY TERMINAL

The Pier Head row rumbles on. Where to Jocate the

proposed Ferry Terminal for the Irsh boat i2 still o matter
of much t. The Me Docks and Harbour
lep.m!..' receved penmission  from

I City Council for a scheme which would invelve

in tﬁﬂﬂ:ddﬂmﬂngﬁmd‘.myaﬂd establishing &
mmsia]]hn;tﬁmmdmw terminal facilities on part of
the Pier H Crucial to the plan fs the closure of a
footpath and bridge in St Nicholas Flace on the north side
of the Liver Building buk the Millennfum Walks Commiites
(originally established to fight for more public acoess to the
waterfront) nmcmfuﬂychau that aspect in the High
Court. 'J'he|ud?e with their claim that land which
was dedicated for public use i 1871 (and again in 1921)
should mot be built dpon.

The MDHC has now lodged an amended plan but,
despite mnadgn‘l.mhng.xtnﬂlmﬂsmrmnchn:reuiun
foolpntha.ndhﬂdgt

The protesters” cage i3 that the Dock Company already
possesses enough land of its own nearby on which a
area could be established and any incursion on
to public land is unacceptable.
lnﬂeiuéuufﬂ'mfn:tﬂmﬂuﬁtymumﬂhﬁr&mﬁ
Somme various organisations a
individuals g:u;lw:lm g The Wirral Society, the Merseyside
Civic Society, Vithﬁﬁuﬁnc’el]l'llnd the Merseyside

Persioners’ Association - # Public Inguiry has been
ordered. The Dock Company claims thar independent
market research carried out on their behalf showed 77%
in favour of the scheme, The revised plans have also been
y criticised by the influential Liverpool Vision, the
Hon set up to oversee the regeneration of
Liverpool's city centre.
The revised scheme also envisages the use ufa{!{mn’ng
terminal which will be towed to the
ms::ndlmvin and ted up at the SuperSeaCat landing

:ﬁPuHI:I uiry is expected to take place in October,
The i n%‘!lrym ing a keen interest in this
matter, desprbe it ‘over the water” since we believe
that the furure of the world-famows Pler Head, currently
beimng‘lmldv:red for World Heritage Stz tus, is something
concemns people on both sides of the Mersey.

RO-RO NO GO

The Me:se‘y Docks and Harbour Company, it would
seerm, ds the barks of the Mersey as their
ivate m to which the general pablic is not welcomae,
onz of their varlous sc over the has
included an provision for pubﬂcwmﬂuwatzﬂrmt
on eithee side of the water. This is tha ease for the
Ro-Ro terminal planned for the Twelve Quays sl IF it
goes ahead as planned there will be no public access to the
river at this point; a point where the residents of Wirral

would have the finest view of the Liverpool skyline,
The matter has been raised following the recent visit of
the QE2 to the Mersey when people who decided that the
Twelve Quays area would provide the best view of the
ship discovered that the Dock Company had erected

harviers denying access.

has been launched to persgade the Wirral

éumﬂ\rdng

; d:pnlnm'-l bu' I‘.Ij- and do something
about it. Itis vigorously 5 b}r Blrimﬂmﬁ*s
MP, Mr Frank Field, whao hnnbi to ko “Why should 1t

b so difficult to ron the ferry terminal and have a section
open to the public at the waterfront?. [tis appalling (he
went on to =4y} that one of the great sights of is to
be restricted because they want to build a lorry park right
to the waterfront.'

answer to that, we would guess, is that the Dock
Company never gave that aspect the slightest thought
when the terminal was being Affer all, their
object in fife lstorun a s I port and the provision
of public recreational amenfties, would almaost
mhuﬂyugut,m none of their business, In this case their
pokesman responded to the complaint by pointing out,
nnr very helpfully, that people on the other side looking
towards Wirral would have something to look at other
than the derelict stbe the dreas has been for the past two
decades. He also added that access to the Twelve Cuays
site had been terminated some by the erstwhile

Merseyside mvdnpq::thurptmﬁm e
i |y

The Wirral campaigners i
Wa..sochz\‘] }rthat there should be more

minﬁﬁWﬁ:ﬂm ont between Woodside and
Seacombe, We commend the Developement Corporation
for enmstructing the length of the promenade towards
Cammel Laled’s and are grateful for the short length they
provide In the other direction. Before that, short of taking
:.fn‘r}rh':p, Birkenhead residents had to go to Seacombs

ERock Ferry to get anywhere near the river,
We hope that the MDHC will heed the concerted protests

and do something about it, though we sy that without
mich comviction.
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