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This is
‘Wirrality’

In our last issue we mentioned that the Government De-
partment of Culture, Media and Sport were asking people to
suggest what things or aspects contribute to the idea of
‘Englishness’. They suggested such things as a cup of tea,
Stonehenge, red pillar boxes and so on.

Members were invited to tell us what they think are the
defining qualities which make the Wirral Peninsula a place
apart. but instead of the tonsil-testing, jaw-twisting
‘Wirralness’ we coined the more euphonious word ‘Wirrality’
which slides more easily off the tongue.

We suggested that iconic features like Hamilton Square,
Birkenhead Park, Bidston Hill, Port Sunlight and the Lady
Lever Art Gallery were obvious items for inclusion and men-
tioned the Eastham Yew, the annual charity coastal walk and
Parkgate shrimps as being rather special.

The first person to respond was that pink-bespectacled
Wirralian-in-exile, Heswall-born John Lindsey, that regular
and highly readable contributor to Wirral CHAMPION. He and
his wife, Daphne now live up in Scotland, in St Andrews, and
John is seemingly given a free hand to write about any topic
he chooses. Naturally, he never misses the opportunity to
write about anything te do with Wirral (frequently extolling
the work of the Wirral Society) though, curiously he prefers
to use the term ‘Wirralness’,

One of the first special Wirral qualities which sprang to his
mind - also mentioned by several cthers - are the
‘sensational sunsets over the Dee, especially as seen from
Caldy Hill." He also mentions the distinctive sound of the
oyster-catchers on the shore ‘when the wind is blowing
strongly and the salt spray is in your nostrils’ and - under-
standably for someone who lives 300 miles away - he would
include ‘knowing that the M53 motorway can take you wher-
ever you want to go.’

This point is echoed by two members who both assert that
‘what makes Wirral special can be summed up in one word -
convenience.” Where else, one asks, can you point to having
two major cities within such easy reach, conveniently situ-
ated either end of the peninsula, which in their different
ways, provide such a wealth of cultural activity and where
shoppers ‘bent on financial self-destruction have access to
the proliferation of malls, retail parks and high street stores?’
He goes on to mention the convenience of being equi-distant
from Scotland and the south coast, just a “flip” across the
Irish Sea to the Emerald Isle and the Isle of Man. Our own
moterway gives access to all parts of the kingdom and for
those seeking foreign climes we've got two major airports
within less than an hour’s drive’. No two ways about it (he
concludes) “"Wirral is a jolly convenient place to live”.

One member puts forward as something rather special
to Wirral ‘plenty of good country walks, the ice-cream at
Parkgate and Thornton Hough and its scarecrow festival.’

There were several mentions of the stunning views we
have in all directions (not all but most of them scenic) and
the fact that we enjoy, by far, the best panoramic view of
the world-renowned Liverpool waterfront.

Others mention enjoying bracing walks on our extensive
beaches, or along the embankment and promenades on all
three sides of the peninsula; being able to sail on Wirral's
surrounding waters; the wonderful legacy of red sandstone
walls and buildings; the delightful countryside in the south
of the peninsula and picturesque villages like Burton, Pud-
dington and Thornton Hough. Two churches also make the
list - the domed, cathedral-like St. Peter and St. Paul in New
Brighton and the tiny ancient chapel in Birkenhead Priory.
Dating from 1150 AD it is Merseyside's oldest place of
warship.

The teeming bird-life on both the Dee and Mersey
marshes in the winter months was nominated several times
but, oddly, no-one mentioned the colony of Natterjack
Toads at Red Rocks, the mysterious Thor's Stone at Thur-
staston nor the unique annual Nestan Ladies Walk.

Nevertheless, it was an interesting exercise and one
gentleman put forward the theory that ‘Wirrality’ is the
feeling one gets as a Wirralian. ‘Even when 1 was away for
some years (he went on) I still had a special feeling in my
heart. . . a warm feeling due to what lies around us and
what we have experienced whilst growing up and living in
the area’.

A lady on the Committee bravely put forward the suggestion
that ‘Maybe, she suggests 'one has to have been born on
the peninsula or have lived here for a long time. Thus
qualified, cne feels a sense of belonging and pride in our
heritage going back tec Viking days.’

One distinguished gentleman who definitely felt that way
was the writer, naturalist and broadcaster the late Norman
Ellison. In his famous book ‘'The Wirral Peninsula’ he writes:
In the course of my work, I travel to most parts of the
country, yet I always returmn to my home on the north-
western tip of the Wirral Peninsula with deep thankfulness
that my fot has been cast in such a pleasant place.
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