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A HELPING HAND
FOR UPTON MEADOW

At s recent meeting of the Society Execn:
tive Committee itwas decided unanimously
to responed tw the Save Upton Meadow
appeal which has been hunched by T‘he
Friends of Upton Meadow by pledgin

sum of £1,000 to be redeeme |I'nndh'hm
the Minister for the Environment gives hi
permission for the transfer of the land o
the Woandland Trust.,

Upton Meadow i no Arrowe Park ar
Birkenheac Park. JLI.‘I ‘J\irl.,l-r.':ghl acres of
prasy wasteland wlhere the oain wsers are
prople walking their doge  But w the
Wirral environment Upton Meadow is just
asimgrartant ws any ol the cilalilished furks.
IUs not onby a green lung’ between Upton
ancd Greaaby but (uis another baston bn the
I -Fouighie batte against the crecping ur
hanluUcn of the Wirral Feninsls.

ight of Upton Meadow has heen
mrlluml.r in these columns several tirmes
and it buas long cccupied the minds of the
Exccutive Commitiee, Cher the kst twenty
yeuirs we have consistently expreased our
opposiiion o each and every me::s.u.I put
fepweared for developing the L, We vigor-
ously opposed the proposal of the former
Mersepside County Council that it should
b developed as @ (then fubionable) Sci-
enee Park and of course, we objeciod toand
deplored the sale of nine acres to
Salnabury's, O every pusaible occasion we
have urged that Upton Meadow should be
designated s Green Belt land. [ the area
were o be coverad with houses (or any
thing elsc} Uptonwith-Greashy would be-
corte the size of amany & market wown,

Histary

The Meadow wa originally part of the
Leverhutme Eatate which was broken upin
the P50 s un il just fifty-rwoacresremzined
asgrasalind. Three yearsagn Wirral Coun-
cil sold fourteen acres o Sainsbury's for
their superstore leaving thirty-cight acres
undeveloped.  (Sainthury’s weem o have
been greedy =or the Coundl too profligate

=as they were later able (o accommodate a
MeDaomnald's burgerbar on thelr carpark.
But, as they say, that is ancther stery ..,

The thirgecight precious acres which re-
mained were immediately looked upon by
the cash-starved Council as a realizabie as
set and plans 1o dispose of it for howsing
caused -an uproar among Upton and
Creasy reddents. [tresulted in the forma-
tion of The Friends of Upton Meadow who
have been waging a vigorous cam paign to
secure it as an open space.

Mow that has become a real posibility.
The Friends have been working with the
Woodland Trust (2 nationad comervation
bedy) and — much o their credit— Wirral
Council is now willing (o let the Trst ac-
quire the land on a 999 years lease for
preservation asa public open space.

There i3, however, one small snag. The
teal must have the approval of the Minister
for the Environment.

There is also the question of raising the
money. The Friends have launched an
urgent appeal for E50,000 which will be

needed by the Woodland Trus but untif
the Minister makes up his mind they are
asking only for pledges 1o be made which
will be calledin when —and il -a Bvourable
dedsion is received.

When the Wirral Society was formed in
14928 one of the muin 2ims was fo protect
and preserve the rural areas of Wirral, AR
though the scope of our Constinution was
widened a couple of years ago wo cover the
whole Wirral emvironment, that originat
alm is still paramount and the luture of
Upton Meadow 1 therefore of great cane
corn, That ks why we are gladly putting our
moaey where our mouth is,

Future generations

In telling the local press about our dona-
tion, our Chairman, Keith Davidson sasd:
‘Over the yeirs we have seen more and
miore. greenfeld dtes in Wirmal aken for
housingg, factories and industrial and busk-
ness paris on the grounds that the develop-
mml:. were essentinl for public needs, But

]illllﬂirt also needs green lungs’ where
gowd fresh air can be beeathed and a viseal
break in the monotonyof housesand build-
ings can be enjoved. We owe it to future
generations to ensure that the Wirral Pe-
ninsula they inherit is not wholly eovered
with hricks, concrete and tarmac.’

HOW UPTON MEADOW COULD LOOK
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