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A HELPING HAND
FOR UPTON MEADOW

At s recent meeting of the Society Execn:
tive Committee itwas decided unanimously
to responed tw the Save Upton Meadow
appeal which has been hunched by T‘he
Friends of Upton Meadow by pledgin

sum of £1,000 to be redeeme |I'nndh'hm
the Minister for the Environment gives hi
permission for the transfer of the land o
the Woandland Trust.,

Upton Meadow i no Arrowe Park ar
Birkenheac Park. JLI.‘I ‘J\irl.,l-r.':ghl acres of
prasy wasteland wlhere the oain wsers are
prople walking their doge  But w the
Wirral environment Upton Meadow is just
asimgrartant ws any ol the cilalilished furks.
IUs not onby a green lung’ between Upton
ancd Greaaby but (uis another baston bn the
I -Fouighie batte against the crecping ur
hanluUcn of the Wirral Feninsls.

ight of Upton Meadow has heen
mrlluml.r in these columns several tirmes
and it buas long cccupied the minds of the
Exccutive Commitiee, Cher the kst twenty
yeuirs we have consistently expreased our
opposiiion o each and every me::s.u.I put
fepweared for developing the L, We vigor-
ously opposed the proposal of the former
Mersepside County Council that it should
b developed as @ (then fubionable) Sci-
enee Park and of course, we objeciod toand
deplored the sale of nine acres to
Salnabury's, O every pusaible occasion we
have urged that Upton Meadow should be
designated s Green Belt land. [ the area
were o be coverad with houses (or any
thing elsc} Uptonwith-Greashy would be-
corte the size of amany & market wown,

Histary

The Meadow wa originally part of the
Leverhutme Eatate which was broken upin
the P50 s un il just fifty-rwoacresremzined
asgrasalind. Three yearsagn Wirral Coun-
cil sold fourteen acres o Sainsbury's for
their superstore leaving thirty-cight acres
undeveloped.  (Sainthury’s weem o have
been greedy =or the Coundl too profligate

=as they were later able (o accommodate a
MeDaomnald's burgerbar on thelr carpark.
But, as they say, that is ancther stery ..,

The thirgecight precious acres which re-
mained were immediately looked upon by
the cash-starved Council as a realizabie as
set and plans 1o dispose of it for howsing
caused -an uproar among Upton and
Creasy reddents. [tresulted in the forma-
tion of The Friends of Upton Meadow who
have been waging a vigorous cam paign to
secure it as an open space.

Mow that has become a real posibility.
The Friends have been working with the
Woodland Trust (2 nationad comervation
bedy) and — much o their credit— Wirral
Council is now willing (o let the Trst ac-
quire the land on a 999 years lease for
preservation asa public open space.

There i3, however, one small snag. The
teal must have the approval of the Minister
for the Environment.

There is also the question of raising the
money. The Friends have launched an
urgent appeal for E50,000 which will be

needed by the Woodland Trus but untif
the Minister makes up his mind they are
asking only for pledges 1o be made which
will be calledin when —and il -a Bvourable
dedsion is received.

When the Wirral Society was formed in
14928 one of the muin 2ims was fo protect
and preserve the rural areas of Wirral, AR
though the scope of our Constinution was
widened a couple of years ago wo cover the
whole Wirral emvironment, that originat
alm is still paramount and the luture of
Upton Meadow 1 therefore of great cane
corn, That ks why we are gladly putting our
moaey where our mouth is,

Future generations

In telling the local press about our dona-
tion, our Chairman, Keith Davidson sasd:
‘Over the yeirs we have seen more and
miore. greenfeld dtes in Wirmal aken for
housingg, factories and industrial and busk-
ness paris on the grounds that the develop-
mml:. were essentinl for public needs, But

]illllﬂirt also needs green lungs’ where
gowd fresh air can be beeathed and a viseal
break in the monotonyof housesand build-
ings can be enjoved. We owe it to future
generations to ensure that the Wirral Pe-
ninsula they inherit is not wholly eovered
with hricks, concrete and tarmac.’

HOW UPTON MEADOW COULD LOOK
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SUMIMER
MEETING

It i3 Becoming apparent il we imness re-
view the practice of having an open Sum-
mer Mectng. Thisyearwe thoaght we had
hit wpen A subgect and lecation that mem-
bers wiould fined attractive = the refurbish-
menand future plans for the use of redun-
dant Birkenhead Town Hall, But that was
notthe case. Lessthan thirty people umed
up. [was, of courie, 3 hot and glociously
sunny sumeners's evening amd more than
ofe member has conleowed that sitting in
the garden with a ceoling drink proved too
much ofa pull.

Those whie did make the elfort, however,
agreed that aur best, Dianad Hillkowse, pro-
vided a lascimating towr and account of
whatthe Ritiee held Forthe huihﬁng. The
Formar Councl Chambser ad Mayor's Par-
laur have been restored and made avadl-
able foe functcms of all kinds = Trom wed.

dings and wedding receptions to- fonmal
luncheons, black tie dinmers and full-scate
banguets.

A suite of rooms ix being furmizhed 1o
hold material from Cammell Eaind’s ars
chives (and using panelling {rom the
Cammell Laird boardroom} and a Silver
Callery is being built for the display of the
consitderable guantity of dvic silverware
from the lormer bocal authorities in Wirral.

The old Asiembly Hall has been rejigged
to allew for 2 greater vanety of use, The
Hall itself has not been materially altered
but clever adjustable seating has been in-
stalledwhich allows for rows of seatson the
Nat o raked as in a theatre or simply ar-
ranged sround the walls 5 keep the Noor
apace free. A movesble platform can in-
erease the size of the stage.

AL the rear of the gallery a projection
roorm has been builtwith up-to-date projec-
torsand sound equi pmentwhich alfows for
the showing of all kinds of films on 2 large-
siee screen which has been erected at the

reur of the stage,

Taking sdvantage of this Gaciliy, David
Hillhouse treated us toa sereening of some
old Cammell Laird archive film, including
the launch of the Ark Royal by the Clueen
Mother,

Cur grateful thanks go to David Hillhouse
and his velunteer projectionist for piving us
such an enteraining cvening.

The problem with the Summer Meetings
= apart [rom being held whee some mem-
bers are away on holiday ~ is that we have
exhausted all the venues we can think of
with some places visited more than once, I
any member has any bright ideas please lel
the Secretary know,

The Committee would also Lke mem-
ber’ apinionson the question. Shouldwe,
perhaps, have the meeting eardier = in May
or carly une or even Aprilf Should it take
an aliogether different form? A dinner,
say, with o speaker? Or what?

The Commitice is fecling desperate =
and next summer is not all that far off}

AIMING FOR

Thishendiine might book familiar, We used
it in owr Aotumn fsnee [pet vear when we
mentoned the nowly-formed Fhendy of
Bidyvion Moss. Thelr prasscworihy aim, you
may recall, is 1 see Bicston landfll site =
where the tpping of house hold refuse will
cesean M September thisyear—reclimed
and wirned into a beaunful public open
space,

Our report brocght a letter from Mr,
Frank Shaw, the chairman of The Friends,
The plan; he conbrms, i o convert the
arcainioa partland olwild lowers, grasses,
trees and shribs:. “We are committed 1o
catenng for the vicws and proposals from
allsections of the community on thisimagi-
native praject. 1Uis to be hoped, therefore,
thal your many readers will accept this
Invitatiod b write tous and make ws aware
of their rl'!ﬂj'inl."lll_-'

The central idea

An idea of how the area (three tmes the
ure of Upton Meadow) might be devel
oped has been sugzested in a plan drawn
up By the well-keown Birkenhead land-
acape architects, Aindley Gomman Waod,

The Fricnds' Newsletter explains “The
central idea s o restore the current site of
the sixty year-old municipal waste land[ll
tp toa 1d0-acre community parkland for
covironmentally friendly activities, Exten-
stve areas of woodland would be planied,
bird, animal, and wildflower hahitats ere-
ated and a network of graded pathways
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A TIP-TOP TIP

established. These would lead 1o a centoe-
picce Bidston Beacon ar the top which
wollld command views acros the Mersay
estuary and the Wirral,”

As a first step towards restoration the
Mericyiade Waste Disposal Authority has
asked the Groundwork Trust (2 national
conservation body) o carry out a technical
surveyof the site to determine what types of
vegetation, trees and shrubs the site will
sippagt. This, in turn, will decide the final
layout.

Hands-on

The Friends of Bideon Moss have alsa,
most cornmendably, been busy cleanng the
miledong fooipath which runs round the
perimeter of the site and the adjacent
Bidston Moss Nature Reserve, Ower the
years the path had become very neglected,
avergrown, latle w fooding, and virtually
impasable, Working with the Council un-
der the Parish Paths Partnership scheme
the path is now usable again,

The regeneration of Biditon Moss has
the support of all ol M.P.'s, the major
partics on Wirral Borough Coundl, the
Merseyside Waste [isposal Autharity and &
number of kecal environmental protection
socielics,

The Executive Committee has gladly
added ithe suppart of The Wirmal Society
and mzde a donation towards The Friends'

immediate pxpenses,

TAKE A DEEP BREATH

In oave way 1t was goiod 10 learn that Wirral
Corancil had failed in i bid for a grant of
E1540,000 ta sl up one of the projected
monitoring stations being established by
the Government b clieck o wr g uality.
But Liverpool is getting one so why not
Wirral? Simply because. you'll bedelighted
to hear, a survey found that the air we
breathe on this side ol the Mersey i3 pretty
good and emissions were unfikely o ex-
ceed European standards,
Nevertheless, thishas proved a disappoint-
ment for the Environmental Commintee.
They wanted to become part of an inte-
grited national monitoring network sothat
they could sipply madio bulleting telling
people aboutthe nice qualityof Wirmlsair.

"It's an appalling thought that in the next

thirty to forty years more than ene{ifth of
Britain will be eovered in conerete.”

Jomachan Dimblelry

{ President, CPRE)

in an anterviene on Claxsic FM,

~

PROBLEMS??

IF YOU HEAR OF ANY
ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS
WHICH NEED TO BE
INVESTIGATED
PLEASE LET OUR
SECRETARY KNOW
A5 SO0N AS POSSIBLE.

\. =




COMETH
THE CABLES!

Tes oair bust issue we reported the arrival in
arral olthe underground cablé-laverswho
are snstalling a fibre-optic cable as partofa
national network ammed at Ei.w'.ng L mare
television channels than we need, unde-
fined extra telephone [acilities and other
technalogical benelits natyetinvented We
auppested, vouwill recall, thatwe assist both
Wirral wnad Ellesmere Port & Neston Coune
rilsby keeping an oye onthe warkmanship,
Accondition of the installation work is that
pavements and roada are reinstated cxactly
or better than they were before they were
dug up and special allention s given 1o
avoed damigge fo rees andl ree noots.

But e we hear af a food of complainis
aboutdamage caused by the cabie-layers to
trecsand sevenyents in Oxton and Wallasey,

The situation was put inte perspective in
a recent Coundry Littngreport. tseoms that
mare thar 120 franchises bave been ssued
by the Trade and Industcy Department cov-
ering most-of Britain and within three or
four years 60,000 miles of trenchics will b
dugr.

Professor Chris Bains said “This could be
a greater disaster than the 1987 hurricane
or the Dhitch Elm disease.”

The trenchesare being dug by thousands
of sub-contracted gangswhoare paid by the
metre aned the cables run sl below the
pavement which s wherne most tree roots
grow, Most street ireesare at risk and it is
claimed that one in five of the nation’s
street trees has already been damaged,

“It ket three or four years for damaged
trees 1o die”, the professor went an, "and
the entire cable-laying operation could be
ever before the true horror of the devasta-
tion beging to show.”

COMETH
THE MASTS!

An equally didigusing threat 1o the envi-
ronmentcomes from the planning applica-
Liewrs being made all over the country for
the erection of telecoammunication mass
for the mobile telephone industry, The
companies have been told by the Govern-
mvenit (heat thie ke p e ok B USL COVEF Riifely
percent of the population by 1950 or their
licences could be revoked, S0 the compa-
nies are, for the most part, worklng fever-
ishily like & man putting in peasticks secks
ing b erect masts on high ground. So far

there 3 little oo-operation between the vari-
ous firms and, fram an envaronmentl pro-
Lectian Pﬂinlufﬁm, it has mot ]:ll:lpcd that
the official planning policy guidance for
Iocal aythontics allows for masts up w G-
teen metres {49 feet) high o be erected
without consent

CPRE has called upon the Government
tochange this, The companiesare ruthless
in their quest for sites. Areas of Ouistand-
ing Natural Beauty, National Trus fand
and ancient monument have cownted far
maught.

This is not & problem which has manj-
feated jtsell 1o any sutrageous degree in
Wirral — yet, But CPRE have warned that
the whole country will be facedwith o tidal
wave' of rufio masts before very lang.

But it scems we must accepi the masts as
we fitve had o accept electncity pdons asa
factaflife in thisnew technological age. At
least the ibre-optic calsles are undergraund
and aut of aEhl

Lohd

We reiterate our plea to all members to be
eahlaaatchirs. If vau are nat hapy with
thewwery the cable-daying work is being dane
inyour areg fell the local suthorily at once,
For Wirral Metropaliten Rorough Couns]
the rumber to ring s 643 000, Ask for the
Highway Engineer's 1

Iyou tivein the Ellesmere Port & Neston
Council area telephione 356 6755 and also
ask to speak to the Highuay Engineer's
Department.

We have been in touch wnth both and they
say they will be groteful for your colls.

CPRE MATTERS

Theletter below appeared jnthe local press
recently, 1twas written by Executive Cam-
mittee member Bryan Heatleyin hiscapac-
ity as Chairman of the CFRE (Cheshire
Branch) Transport Campaign Group and
alsosigned by Arthar Jurgens, the Cheshire
Branch Chalrman, [tiss warning which we
hope the Covernment will heed.

The Cheshive branch of the Cournal for the Prolec-
fiom af Fural Englend (CPRE} has lookad a1
Coverniment plans for motorway fofle.

It it our spinion the propasels Bave all the
elemuemds for a pelential disaster for the thowrards
of peopde i Werral end Chebivg whow roads
and lanes will suddenly be filled with by
trafc

Al the Caorvernmemn s um edmo'tsion, Cheskine
u gangrfa fived [0 12 000 vehickes drverted ondiv
i rusads errd laenes it ek times, Pl other
ke effecty,

If you ave gpainst modorwy folls, wrile do your
Iscal MP. The Department of Tranipor must
Jfind other wayi of financeng ther plans,

Arthaer furpend and Bryvan Heatley

Cheshire (PRE

Although, like many other bodies, the Wir-

ral Society protested vehemently when the

plane for a Mid-Wirral motorway were an-

nounced we would, paradoxically, dowby-

feas protest yehemently i there wis ever a
mowe to close it

The bullding of the M53 swallowed up
farms and land and although great efforta
were made Lo try and integrate the road it
was sull a major intrusion into Wiepal's
smallscale landscape, Yet it has had the
ameliorating effeciof reducing the amount
al traflic on cur A and B roads.

Sa the letter is a timely warning, Traflic
has greatly increased simce the M53 was
huilt and the estiimaie of up o 10=12,000
vehicles diverting on o minor roads in
Wirral and Chirshiie twescape paying « (il
is horrifying.

A formal protest is being marde o the
Department of Transport in the name of
the Society but we also endorse the sugges-
donmade in theleter thatindividual mem-
bers should also write o their M.Ps 1o
reinforce thie point

AIR TRAVEL :
THE TRUE COST

Itbs becoming increasingly evident that the
true cost of Myirgg s greater than we think,
Cereater, that is, In terms of damage 1o the
envirenmentand, for many people, 1o the
quality of life. Expansion plans have been
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annaimesd for no fewer thian eight airports
around the country and cach of these plans
woaald in some way damage the countryside
shoutd they be allowed to go ahead,

For people lving in Wirral the threat
comes from the massive develapment plans
of both Manchesterand Liverpool Airports
inasmuch i increased fying activity means
tnerensed numbersolacroplanes Rying over
our heads, The threat for us is largely one
of noise pollotion but tere is also the
remote chanee of apropianes falling on our
heads.

Fxpanding an mrport s nof, of course,
simply o case of making o runway langer or
even buildinga new oneand increasing the
sizeof the terminal buildings. Other enter-
prises follow in the wake, like warehouses,
affices, factores, conference venues, ho
tels andd leisure activities. This generates
moie road traffic and more focal conges-
tion and the incvitable demand for new
roouds.

CPRE Cheshire Branch have been greatly
concerned abaut the plans put forward by
Manchester Airpost which would see vast
stretches of Cheshire countriysde disap-
pear under conerete and rmacadam and
many goad houwses swept swsy, Theairpart
wuthorities angue they must be ready 1o
meet the demands of the nest century, Bt
soime 3y that con be summed up in one
word = greed. And can you imagine what
yatr Feelings would be i you or your family
were to open o letter one mormning telling
youn that your house = the house you and
your family may have lived in for thirly or
Torty yoars or Mo = s 1o be demolished
and you must fook for somewhere elie to
live?

The Public Inguiry into Manchester's
plans is now over and the CPRE Cheihire
Branch was legally represented and made
their viewrs knoswn. The Incguiey into Liver-
pools plans v proceeding at the time of
writing.

CPRE argue that increasing demand for
airtravel should bemansgednotmet which
isan l.]:rq'm:h. TLEFAT rm;ngnhud, albeit he-
latedly, for road wransport.

They also sxy that better use should be
made of railways and High Specd trains
introduced (ashas beendone for the Chan-
nel Tunnel); air raflic should be seen as
just one component of a wider and more
integrated ranspeort strategy, pricing poli-
¢ies should be introduced to ensure the
cont of air travel hetter reflects it full ecoe
nomic and enviranmental costs and air-
limes should be enccuraged to use less
cromwdded aicports and less busy tmes of the

day,

MODERN
ARITHMETIC

F you think 125 into 2 won't go you're

very much mistaken, And proofol that

cnn be seen in what's going an at the
junction of Elesnor Road/Uplon Road at
the top of Ford Hill, Bidston.

Throughout the Wirral Peninsula there
are odd delightful comers; twisting lanes
and stretches of treelined road which all
help to give the area its special character.
Ford Hill is ene of them, winding like a
corkserew over Choton Ridge 1o the arbo-
real splendours of Bidston Hill, A pleasant
i hundred yards for the motoriit even
when held back by s nervous learner driver
or an asthmatic, arthritic bus. But people
whie haven't driven up Ford Hill lately will
gasp in astonifiment and dismay when
fhr:,r reach the tnp. Trees have been felled,
aite has been cleared and there B a new
road lapout with & vast roundabout worthy
of a major dual-carriage bypass,

It s all part of a new houwsing develop-
ment which will see 125 twoe, three-, and
four-bed room houses built omn land where
formerly stood o, Admittedly, they were
commodious residences 10 spacious
grounds but few prople, house-builders
apart, could ‘ever have eovisaged that on
the same area af land there could one
be & community of - allowing for 2.4 chil-
dren ger funily — some 600 persons,

Thie band has been scheduled for redevel-
opment [or some years and although the
fateful day has now come there iy some-
thing to commend. At lepst the develop-
mentisnoten agreenficld site and the new
road kayout and roundsbout hove been
carved owt of e site and builtat the devel-
oper’s expense. Or, to put it another way,
alihe expense ol the people wowill cventu-

ally buy the howes,

What is daappointing, though, s the in-
evitable low of some matare trees. From
enquiricsmade hyoairSecretary, EricSanne,
we learn thal Wirral Council experts car-
ried out s meticubous tree seevey, cxamin
ingand listing every tree on sate and many
of these allowed o be elled were seaching
thee end of their days, Unavoldably, some
healthy trees had to besacrificedand. all in
all, out of 319 rees within the site bounckary
258 (or 79 per cent) have been retained,
And when building is completed 130 new
trees and additional shrubewill be planted

But 1o theote of us who huve kown the
area sinoe Eleanor Road wasa private road
with a notice al the colrance sying NO
WHEELED TRAFFIC ON SUNDAYS, it b
all very sd.

Al

BUFD, WHERE ART THOU 7

We regret to report that eur support of the
lli.]lgem work of s Cheshive Wildlee Tram in
wrying 1o encourage the love [fe of the MNater-
Jaek Toach {Hufe calamitis) o Redd Recks, 1 loslake,
has vz far boem o noavall, Sincewe paid for i
fresh scrapes to be dug in the sand {the sorvof
l'II.ITI'F h'l.'.lrri'.l.gnde: thse cientuted kel b
Red Rircks wnly vne loncly laly wssd Las been
seen.  Doubiless this love-lomm woad would a
WO T 0 irn:ml]rl Tl mlu.!ul.]:rmlmd anihe
scene bui, 16 date, mod a éroak has been hearnd
froth any mabe of W specio. One canmot by
wondler i the sole, pining lady toad i the only
Matierfack 1eft in Yiral,

Wirral Group membem of the Wikllde Trus
keep an eye on the scrapes in the hope of being
able o repon a herpetelogical sulgnanion or, at
lemar, a miake croak orveo, Ifany member of the
Sociery spot n toad when passbng please let the
Secrenary huee the excling news. Run bear'in
mind the essenttal difference: between a tasd
andafirog. Frogsjump bt eevids crawl. And the
Natierjack i smaller than the commaon toad
witha yeliow line down s back. Whats more,
the male has a vooal throatsie which, when
disiended, 15 loger tham s head . A Pavaroliiof
a toad.

A rourdsbout werthy of @ bypan



