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SAVE
‘THE GORSE"

he Wirral Sockety is giving s whobe

hearted mplmrl to @ campaign

which hias been launched by local
rearlents to sive for public use wamal| oasis
of gorse and grassand among the housesin
vpper Mew Brighton,

Thils cmve aned a gpuaTtersicre greenspace
Belengs to Nerth West Water and i3 part of
their Gorsehil Reservolr site in Gorsehill
Road But is surplus te their requirements.
Chcline planning conwent Bas been given
for housing development of part of the site
butlocalresident feel mrongly tharitought
o remain an openspace. It has abwavebeen
opeen o the public, albel unofficially, and
the lower half of the area has been used
from time to time a8 3 sponsfield by local
selionls, 1t B, moreover, a last palpable
rerrinder of how the road —and reservoir -
KoL nanie,

S consultations have taken place with
the water cotnpany’s Estates Depariment bn
an attemp o peciugde them of the merits
of recuning thas aaeal habua forwald life
and i the last open green space in the
locality,

T balser their case th corganisersofthe
campaign asked Grouwndwork Wirmal to
a8 pect the st and rrEHMqlliLﬂimﬁibﬂitiﬂ

The essence of thelr report is thar this
peaceiul spot in the heant of a beav |y bl
up area conld be developed intoa ‘pocket-
atze” community park:

Funding could be songht frem s number
af sources such as charitable trusts,
goveinment grants, lecal busimeses and
the Countrysade Commission’s Millennium
Green Tnitialive” which secks: o establish
greenspaces across the country.

The campaign is in b5 carly days and the
fivst step is 10 secure the agreement of
Morih West Water that the site should
emain green: At a recent Executive
Committes meetmg it was sgreed that this
16 the kind of local initiative which deserves
everyencouragement and the Sociery's full
SURPOIT.

BOARDS, BILLS AND BANNERS ARE BANNED -

unless approved

ur repaort in the Summer lsoe ol

WIRRAL MATTERS of the

Executive Committec’s concerm
with the apparent proliferation of
wrauthorised advertiving signs and notices
lﬂuuﬁlll |JJI o I.il.ILLL ll:l-l.'lullﬂﬂ. I]I'ﬂ‘l.b Amec
from officers of Wirmal Borough Council
whion we aecused of not replying toaletier
from our Chainman on the smbjece The
ather came from the Daily Past who
prominently vaiced our concerm,

From Gerr Smith, a senior planmng
afficer, came word that no trace could be
found of the Chairman s letter and an offer
torattend the nest mesting af the Commince
1o disouss the maner: mn offer which we
hawe glacly accepted.

The other responss came ina letier from
the Chicf Assistant Engineer of the Highway
Mainienance Division of the Engineer’s
Department in Bebinglon Town Hall. He
pointed out that the Borough Solicitor,
nrl'ins om ansimctioms freom the 'Ilr_rrnuE'I:
Engineer, has prosecuted a number of
persisent alfendersand willcondinue wodo
s, Hecent prosecutions have resulted in
fimes rangicg froem £] 00 e four-figune sams,

Thie lenter stressed dhac Tt is an offence
under Section 132 of the Highways Act and
Secuon 224 of the Town and Country
Flanning Act 1990 as amended and
egutations 5 and 27 of the Town and
Country  Flanning  (Contral  of
Advertisements) Regulations 1092 (o
unlawfully adverise and the maximnm
peraliy for this offence is £1,000.°

This legulation covers advertiscments of
anysize, including A" boards and fypesting
and ivwouk! seem Lhat srany peojibe are mol
wware of that A’ boards can be seen outside
shops throughout Wirral and whilst this
might seem like quibbling for uibhling's
sake, such boards can be an obstacke and a
danger 1o the blind and shoresighted as
well as the disabled in electnic chairs and
mhers with pushchairs,

I aword, all adventisementson the pablic
highway, whether on pavemsents, tied on (o
railings, lamp-posts or otherstreet furniore
are, strictly speaking, illegal all fest given
Council approval,

Members who see any instance of what
could be unauthorised advertising should
repott it to the Borough Enginecr's
department. Telephone M M. Tromor (i
bee is unavailable tell sne ofhis colleagues)
on 643 T, A Highways Inspector will be
sent ot b investigate and at the same time
b wall insgaeet the ares cound whou

Sl

When it comes 1o objectionable and
obnoxious visual pollution’ iv anytlnng
worse than some of the outrageous
advertising on today's buses?  When
advertisements were confined to the strip
Along the lengrh of bus betwee n upper and
lower decks that was only carrying on o
tradition that began with borse waums and
wins accepable. But the modern praciee of
using every squire centimetre of a bus
bﬁ-cl:.‘l.mfk ter aelvertine i :.i:nHIr. prn-d'uﬂ. o
service, wsually i the most garish coloun
despners can iy therr hands on, turns a
mumnclane doubledecker into something
fromtheutermost deghs of Dante’s Inferne.

PLEASE REPRAIN
FROMM BE-=FACING
THIS WALL.BY
ORDER OF WIIRAL




COUNCIL FOR THE
PROTECTION OF
RURAL ENGLAND

Exer since our lormation in 1923 The
Wirral Suciery hasalso fuliledihe role of
the Wirral Diswict Commitee of the
Cleshiee Branch of the Council for the
Pratection of Rumil Eﬁ“land IGFRE:I.

Wirral is not quite a8 raral pow asit wis
in those davs and alivough we have our
envirommental problems they do not-at
the moment, anvway [Jingr_'rﬁ crossed ) —
mmatch in severity some of those fleing the
CIRE Cheshire Branch, Their aunumn
newsleter metitons somes of them.

Last June, to celebrate CPRE's 7l
anniverssirs, the Macclesficld Distriet
Commuee organised apicnicataspotin
a heautiful part of the Green Bele at
Powmton. It is the first streich of open
lind on the south-east side of the
Manchester conurbation and its upward
1|1.'-|11.-| Frmidd- fine views Lcross the
Cheshire Phun,

Asplendid place far a plonic, obviousiy,
b thar was not why the Macclesfield
commitice chose it They wamned o
underhne what o people see ns “an
autrageaus proposal weexiractcoil from
1 Sie By open-Cast mining.

Extraction would invelve blasting
through fortyshree metres depth of
aandstone 10 reach the coal which is of
low-grade gquality only economically
surtabile for power satons.

Twesaliireds of the site comprises grades
2 andd 34 agricultural land traversed hy
eight public fooipaths and the factthatit
lies inthe Green Beltis immaterial since
open-cast mining is considered to be a
iomporary actvity,  Aler four vears
Crnnally) ofextrac bon and restiiution
the site would be developed as a golil
course, But there 15 a posibility that the
hole” made would be used 1o take the
excessapollfromihe proposed Siockport
Eastern Bypass.

The plan has been rejecied once by
Cheshare County Counchl but Caal
Contractors Lid. have appealed against
the decivon,  That appeal was being
heared as we went 1o press.

L322

The Maccleslicld Commitee is also
lighting a proposal for an extension of
aggregate quarrying in the Penning
|mr|.h:nu[ﬂll:ﬂhlrnanrl;:lnngwdhinglhz

2

results ofa public inguine held earlier this
vearinto the roving car-bootsale activitics
of someane who, they claim, 'miniigm L
despoil the countryside’ and who now
threstens e extend hisv acrivities,
However, itseems they can do little abont
this othier than voice thewr disapproval.

Sldd

The county of Cheshire alse happens 1o
he the country's prime source of supply
of silica sand for industrial use and i
faced with proposals 10 extend the areas
of exrraction ever the next few vears.
And, of conrse, there ks the highlyemotive

plans o buald @ secomd runwiy for
Manchester Alrport, Thatwill swallow up
vastareas of coumiryside, bring abouwt the
destuction of many houses and farms
and the uprootng of familics and case
tremendons upheaval while it is being
bl

Pressopinion is tharthe runway will get
the goeahead and thealtermative proposal
toexpand Liverpool Arporowill be turmed
down. And thatiswhy, they claim, British
Aprospace has recentdy put Liverpoo]
Adrpart up for sale.

Allin all, we're no s badly off in Wirral,
AFE WeT

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The Sixty-Seventh Annual General Meeting
of the Wirral Society

will b held on
TUESDAY, 1Mh NOVEMEER 1096

THE HEATHERLANDS RESTAURANT
THURSTASTON

at 745 p.m,
Following the business of the meeting a hot supper will be served ata
cost of £5.00 per head (ine. coffee)
LR

After supper we shall be entertained by Mrs, JOY HOCKEY of
Wallasey who will presentanother of her fascinating slide-shows
which proved so popular last vear. This time her subject will be

'UF IN THE GALLERY"
| Alookback (asfaras the 1880°s) at the old Music Halls of Wirral
and the stars who plaved there,
L L]

The meeting is open to all members, relatives and fricnds bat wo help
with the catering, please complete the foom below {or use plain
paper) and send 1o the Hon, Secretarywithyour cheque notiater than
Friday, 15th November.

Tw, Eric Sannd; Hon. Secretary, The Wirral Sociecy
'Clavis®, Meols Drive, Wiest Kirby, Wirral L45 5D,

Please order suppen for mysell and guest(+) forwhich T enclose

cheque (made posble o the Wirel Sooet) forg -

Tel. Now

Signerd:




ELLESMERE PORT AND NESTON
LOCAL PLAN

The Sociery has vecebved a copy of the
Ellesmere Port and Neswon Dicaft Local Plan.
Thim is the equivalent of Wirral Borough
Couneil’s Unitary. Development Plan
(UDF), usa formidablepubliciionwhich
his heen scrutinised on hehalf of the
Executve Commmties by oue Cliairman,
Reaths Diaseelson, and our Planning Liatson
Officer, Geoff Lomm, Inagennineattemp
to meke o donstrucive contribution tethe
debae Geolf Loram has, on behalf of the
society, convieved their obsérvations and
eriticisms (o the Planning Services
department.

The lecter b1on long 1w reproduce kn full
butthe following paraphrase gives the main
[Puinits,

I general the plan 15 a workmanlike
document which sets out the Borough's
planning strategies in a cleir manner.
Hewever, the Sociery doss have cemmin
significant reservations regarding the
housing poliey and the provision of
development Lind for housing.

For ane thing, the allocation of land for
heusing wlangside the western border of
1he housing area undoubtedly amosunis 1o
erban sprawd’ and that nens counter o
other Council pelicies, The question from
us i whether this s justified and
unavobdable,

In 18 ssszssmeni of futore housing needs
the Government scems to have assumed
1that the recent rate of increase in
householdswill continue for the [oreseeable
futuwre. Inthe context of a vakle and falling
porpadation that seems to be unlikeby and it
would not be the first time that planning
policies have been based on an uncritcal
reading of graph trends with unfertunate
resiils,

Housing needs

In the case of the County of Cheshire as a
whole, theforeseeable needsfor new howses
issald to be approaching 150600 and in the
Draft Plan onefifth of that need is bring
provided for in the Elesmere Port and
Neston Councl area.  That seems to be
excesive aid beam lide eelation 2o the
Borough's own needs,

In general, the Society leels that the
Borough sught 1o take a mare Pmlﬂw rale
in lezdmg and guiding the wrisan rencwal
proscess which has been highlighied over
Uhve past dhary vears by vanoLs governiments
s heing a major cosnter to the centrifugal
forces cansing urban spravwl’

Unallocated land

W are surprised at the description of seme
arems ns, simply, unallocaed land’, We
have suggested thavit should be lentilied

as either suitable for housing or for
commerce and indusry.  Unbess this bt
dene it is more difficul ioassess the overall
plcture,

Sort of houses?

We Teel more considertion should hawe
been given to the sort of houses which may
be buiile and who will live in them. The
hobse-builders will seiee upon these sites
with glee and propose o Al them with ug-
market three and four bedroomed houses
as these cammy the best profit margins, The
people wha by them will be a mixure of
incomners from outside the Borough and

le from inner suburbs of the town.
The lamer will, i wm, be replaced by
inhabitants of the “inner core' arcas: This
will result ina classic case, on o small scale,
of the urban :.le:m.d. the hnﬂu‘u‘ing OHEL
of inmer city cores which successive
governments have tricd 10 stop. Urban
renewal i the better option.

[t sheuld be nosed that among the major
cansesgovernment give for thelr assmption
that the number of owseholdswill continue
torrise ivthe increwse in the number of one-
parent families and also the number of
people continuing ko lve Jonger in their
own houses. Meither of these categornies,
we have suggested, want three or lour
hednonmed howses on the out edgesnf the
fowT.

Business parks

The establishment of business parks looms
large in planners thosghts a the momeant
and a scoessful one does add a certain
cachet 1o the twown but we question the
wisdomofallecating somuch bud, which is
near the successful Cheshire Oaks "Cratlet
Village!, for this purpose,

The land is described 25 suirable for a
‘flagship’ development but the land and
infrastructure has heen available for the
[ml. :\.i.'l }-v.arl 1:|II|‘.I|'I.EIE’ 11;1.1.1: hpcn '|.1.-.|‘lr' Tew
takers, We would suggest thit with the
Chester Busmess Park so pear (and which
has a lor of land still available for
deselopment) this surely needs Turther
consideration.  The werm ‘HAagship
development’ sounds very grand but if ne
one wanis eoaall the Magshipivwill nust it
mootiogs and sink.  Some of (his
considerable area of land iswell placed 1o
b used for housing.

Green belt

We have expresed opposition ta the
expansion af e own westwinds which
wonld resuls in the destruction of good
Faranling land south of Ledsham Roadan on
the strbp nanh of Bersick Baad, The lamer

area has already been the subject of
considerable local opposition tothe idea of
henwsing development and we support the
claimn that this area should be part of the
Borough’s Green Belt, The plot of fand i
darminated by a fine double Ime of mature
trees on which the Council has placed i
Tree Presepvation Ovder {TPOY. Towould
seemdirectly contriry to the Mersey Forest
project t aescind that TPO and fell the
trees.  Equally, the ensvitonmental
effeciiveness would be greatly diminished
dthe treeswere bef standing bt surounded
by houses,
ey

Tv is.incvitable in an exercise like this thi
anly these aspects subject to criticism have
boen highlighted.  Many aspects of the
Dt Plan whiel we appiand have regeived
no mentan,  Lhe CHbcers of Planning
Servicesare o be congratulated; it hasbeen
n mean sk

NEW COMMITTEE MEMBER

The Execurive Commitiee has heen
delighted o co-opt t it mnks Mrs. Lillan
Pouter as the representatve for the Eleanor
Road Resdents Association - 5o doubling
the feamitle representaticon.

Eleanor Roadd B8 situnied on the westicrm
slope of Bidston Hilland was engimally part
of Vyner Estates. The Reddenis Assocition
(Ffermer]ly Committee) has been in
existence, in some form, singe before the
Sccond Woarld War, amnd s likely o have
servedd local residentefor inany years before
thiat, Indtkally, its plarpeose wias Lo matn
what until 1982 was a private road which
ariginally had gates at cither end.  Today
with one gate remainbog aned e primary
funciion bost, the Association liises with
other Jocal groups as well as the local
awthoricy in matters relating to the
neighbourhood, particularly with the
Flanning Deparumentand Comeeniceee, and
# conwdeed by them in connection with
relevant problems  and  proposed
dn\rlupmenls.

Membership entatls a nominal annual
mlm‘ipllun P-prhu-'lur.'llulll;l.nl:ltllzﬁllll.u.ll.
General Meeting is hefd eachspring. The
present Chairman s Professor 5.
Middlebrioi.

Dl

Once again we urge other residents and
community sexociations who are also
interested in the environmental welfare of
Wirral as awhaole {and who isn't¥) to send a
representative to the manthly meetings of
the Execotive Commites, The more
representative we are the grester our voice,
Contact Eric Sanne, the Secretary, on
632 3119



Action
for the
Environment

Frovm fime po time we have mentdoned
the imvalvemnent of Groundwork Wil
in some project of otlver, notably the
restoraton of Buclston Tip, and thes s
aroused the interest of several members
whae said they would ke to know more
abour them and whar they do.
Groundwork Wicral isan envirenmental
charmy that wasser ug last year and is pan
afl a national network. of over: fory
enviconmential charitable companies. It
o parinemhip between Wirral Council,
privale secior companies who are
memhers ol the Wirral Tnvesumen
Metwork {WINY, the Growndwork
Funndation, and represeniatives from the
lescal community and the local voluntary
sector [is primaryrole is woworkwith the
leal eommunities o help reallse their
envicom rnentsl aspinons.

The Wirral group consists of a small
team of expedis who work with
communitles to explore project
possihilities dsind, where appropriste,
develup the plans and seek funding: I
does not have funding of i own,

Initially, Groundwork Wirral is
concentrating on the so-alled MG
Corridor, Irom Woasdehureh and Prentan
in the south, to Lemowe in the west and
Biclstan in the east, They are alsoinvolved
within the City Landsarea, the {so-called)
Hamilon Quarter sround Hamiluon
Square ind ‘Lairdside’. the planners’
mame for the Tranmere and Rock Ferry
areas snuth of Cammell Laivd's,

Last spring, with local prople, they
planced 11500 wreesas the begimming of
awoodlind envdronmental improvenent
ter sites adyacent o and cither side of the
MBEA retwren the Woodchure b estate and
Beethwood (the ersowhile Ford) estane.

At Leasowe Station landscaping has
been provided at the new Park and Ride
faciliny amd, asa resule of Groundwork
imbative, residents ol Beechwoomd are
plannmg toamprove the conryard in the
cenee of the estate, There are other
AV LR D00 IUALTIECTNE (0 merion.

Whilst Groundwork Wirral receives no
funding to pay forsuch projecs they
seemm 0 have been amazingly successhul
in geneditng generous support from
local businesscs and industry and e
alive e the vanousgranisavailable, Their
mioke b5 Action for the enprroment anc
ey wre cvrtainly living wp oo i
"

WAL

TRAMS IN
HAMILTON SQUARE?

Shorly after this isme is pubbshed the
Seciety's Executive Commintee will discuss
aproposal from the Executive Policy Group
of The Hamilton Craner thie the presem
'hcmﬁr iraziway (which at present nans
for half a mile from Woodside Ferrv 1o
Shore Roadd) should be extended by means
of a loop line, so aking it through Price
Street or Conway Street, Hamilton Sereet
and Hamilion Square, across the face of
Birkenhesd Teown Hall

Wondside Ferry 1o Birkenhead Fark
Grand Entrance vin Conway Sireet was, of
course, the rowte of Europe's firt (horse)
tram service and the idea of reviang sach
an hiatoric passcoger ansport Syslem cn
bee appreciated.

B, af gourse, things iwve changed sice
the Ameriean, George Tran, persuaded
the: Birkenhead Commissioners o step in
where London and other capatals of Fuoropae
had feared fo tread.

A number of route options have Beon
considered und, on the iwird journey,
Hamillon Street s Brvowred mmare than
Argde Street Because of congesion bt
either optionwould take thetms through
thier Square. The question immeditely
arises: would the insallation of rsim tack
despoil the Town Hall side of the Square
and, much e point, would notoverbead
wires and their attendant suppoTting posts
spoil the seene?

The underlying idea is (o have o tramway
service linkdng up (we quote) 'the revitalied
Woodsidewaterdront, Conway Park, Twelve
Quiays aned the Birkenhead Shopping
Centre, It goes on to claim that
‘cumultatively, the proposals would make
the Hamilton Chaarer the principal foous
for Wirrl as awhole and offer 3 unique mix
uruutmnj.cqmmm'l:ipl.h.nm'ing el Beivare
usce”

Che snag tor the scheme is thak the present
fruote pain) ‘peeudo-hentage vehwles
{that 15, the twortrams bailiin Hong Kong)
citnnet mect new legislation coverang light
raifways browght into force in 1994 and o
promde s regular service on the extended
route will reduine peo few s - ana cost of
25,000 el The full scheme s expected
1o cost “uncer £4 million,’

And where is the money to come from?
Hopefully from the National Lotiery
Millenniam Fund. Twa cutline bids have
already been momed down bat another was
sulsmitted in Seprember, I this i lodked
wpon Gvourably consnitants will be called
in o prepare o detailed bid,

B, e ectively, the whole scheme hinges
on the controversaal question of whether
thie tmums ~with the tram track and overhend
lines —ihould be alloswed wo cross ke face of
the Town Hall and so detact from the
overall sceres

Prinded by Chalon Press {imitad

THE PLIGHT OF MAYER HALL
A fight is on 1o save Bebingom's historic
MaverHalland The WinralSockety i pleased
to add s weighe to the campaign. The

Joseph Maver Trinst his agreed tolake over

the hall from Wirral Council ona $vear
lease at a peppercom rent. But the Toust
s firied £60000 1o refurhish e building
which is suffering from serious decay and
they are hoping thar they can awract
National Lotery cash.

The welkkmown building with the clack
tower in Lower Behington willage served as
Bebington Library until 1971, The library
had been ostablished for the peaple of
Behington in 1866 by the amazing Joseph
Maver, sibeerambh, goldamith, jewelles,
hihlioghile, antiquarian, hecticulmrise and
agrea public besefsctor,

Asoan antiquarian and collector of
histogical ehjocts he-oigoyed 2 worldawide
raputation. His husiness premises wore in
Laverpool city contre where he established
A renurkitle nneseum which e shooed
withthe public, The yearafierhe estabiished
ihe Free Libmaryim Behingion be presemed
the entire contents of hismosenm (vafued
then at sround ES0HH) and at present day
valugswe couldaded two noughits to chat) e
Liverpool Corporation which had recently
opened g museaen of i own. The gif
immediately made Liverpeol Museum one
of the most imporant in the land,

Amaong his acquisitions wis a remarkable
collection of antiquities, hisworcal rebes,
ivory and pouery which mcluwded a
remarkable collecuon of Anglo-Saxon relics,
including the priceless Kingron Drooch
which 18 currently on exhibition in
Mewcatle,

The Bebington Ity was first loeated in
a howse bullt by an eccentric stonemasen
but such was the demand for boaka thae
Mayer soon sought Tanger premises. Most
eppoituncly, a rmbouse, with a bam
attachid, together with some five acres of
land berween his own howse andthe lilaeary
broarne vacant and he lost no tme in
acquinng i The furmiiouse was converied
to provide a biprer libeary and a reading
roomm; the barn was converted intoa public
frall anael callend Froe Libracy Hall s a
tower was added into which a clogk was
frstalleel for the beredit of the pablc, 1%is
sibsequently became known as Maver Hall
and the five acres of lnd was nemed g
public gardens, knownorigeally s Tibesrsy
Walks' but for a lomg tme known as Maver
Park.

The purchase, the alterations and ihe
upkeep ol the hbrary, ball and gardens
were bome entirely by Mayer.

Joseph Mayer died in 1886 at the age of
eightydhres and bes buried in St Andres’s
churchvard and his siatue scnds inoSe
George's Fhall

Hie minat never he forgoaten. hlaver Hall
st be saved.



