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WIRRAL U D P - THE INSPECTOR'S REPORT

acting Planning Liaison CHficer,

GEOFF LORAM, contributed a plain
language summary of the necesiarily
complex Unitey Developrment Plan (UDP)
af Wirral Borough Council, This L down
theCouncil' s proposed planning guidelines
for the borough wp to the vear 2000, 1
snail-like progress since then s o good
illustration of the workings of the
democratic process where every 115 dotted
andevery 't' s crosed and then rechecked,
Unfortunately, this means that the TDEP
when it is finally approved will be vimually

In our Winter 1994,/95 ssue our

Tetrospective’

Im 1994, after doe consideranon of
ohjecriens  and  waggestions  for
impr:wcmcru, + % =

the plan was
amended and
the 'Deposit
Dhraft" wits issueel. 1
A perlod was :
then allowed for further pulbrlic comment
and the Sociery ook the apporiunity of
muking a number of suggestions.

I there had been ne objections ar that
stige the draft would have been adopted
bt ingvitabiy, there were = noubly from
developers wanting to build inthe proposed
Green Bele. This meant there had to be a
Public Inquiry before an Inspector
appointed by the Depaniment of the
Enviromnment.
Tothisend, the Coundl, after considenng
all the objecions, many of which were
adminisirative and legalistic in mature,
produced Alterations to-the Deposic Deafy
for the Inspecior's consideraton.  Tha
worthy, after many months of earnest
deltberation, published his
‘Recommendations’ in July of this vear. In
thew he examines eich objection and
answers it in one of three ways: In many
cases theobjections are not upheid and the
relevamt clauses in the UDP agreed wo,

Uthersare covered by theagreed Alterations
anel, B & few enses, the Inspector agrees
with an ehjection which the Council had
ot accepted aod recomumends a chinge Le
the Man.

These Recommendations are being
examined by a Council panel set up for the
purposes. The Council does not hove to
accep the Inspecior’s recommendations
burwill kave o have cogent reasonsfor not
dong so il the decision i challenged in the
High Court. When the panel has finished
all its: deliberations a final set of
‘Modifications w the Diepasit Draft will be
publidvedwhichwillinclude the Alteraions
and  those of the [nipector's
Recommendations that have been adopted.,

b challemged = but only on points of law =
and then the Council publishes its
‘Disposition 1o Adapt the DT after whick
the Ilan acquires santory force.  Finally,
sermetime nexe sammer, the final version of
the Plan will be mvailabbe for the poblic 1o
consull. Yourscribe will be looking forwasd
10 that day as, in the interim, acettaining
the exact stitus of any planning application
vizevis thie Plan is a laborions process.

Housing provision
L Snmuch for the pa'm:rdurﬂ._
= =3 what of the changes to the
‘eS| Plan that the Inspector hos
E’.ﬂ. recommended? The major
ofics are those which most eoncern the
Sociery and have o deal with housin
provisson and isretavonshipwith the Green
Belt. The nub of the matter is how the
housing provisien is viewed, it is
characterised as having two strands, ‘need”
and ‘demand’. The former is the number

ol dhwellings that the Council, working witlibn
Government guidelines, calculaes i
needed to supphy the Borough's el
need o provide addinonal housing tomect
pressures from new household formation
within the exastng population, The G
is stable and the increased houschold
formation stems from the incredase in gngle
parent familics and more old people living
longer and fewer being looked alfter by (the
vounger generation, The mends of these
changes, on which the Government based
iis guidelines, are nowabout a decade old
and are about to be reassessed following a
recent survey Ioseemsentirely reasonahle
10 expedt them o have decreased rather
than increpied or remoined the sone
Eitherway, it also seems eminently senable
w see whav the
mew surviyshow
i before coming to
adecision toalies
L the Council's
FEEEN e asisment, with
i ap L) i v which the
Government agreed, The ‘demund’
element can be equated 25 a combination
of prople wantng e move “upamarkey’ -
cither as regards housing standard or arca
— and people wanting w0 move into the
Barough from outside. For the purposes of
the UDP the Council asessed the housing
rﬂq1rirrr.|1rr|i for the Flan pfn'm'l = 1085 1n
2060 = to be V740, mostly ona ‘need” basks
The Government increased thin figure to
0,500 1o albow for a greater demand for
preople whicwanted w move from Live qpool
trita Wirml, (Theydid the same for Sehon)
The Council noted in ws Reasoned

Jusufication for it Housing policy in the

Plan that 'tn reality, demancd for new house
has been buovant in Liverpool and highes
than expected in Bnewley, 51 Helen and
KEnowsley have macde large allowances in
their howsingsupply figures over and shove
Surategic Guidance and can consequently
accommedate more of Merseyade's new
hotsing needs than expected'. The
Secretary of Stite recogniscd that

comtimmed overleaf



constraines in Sefton and Wirral swould
ikt it more difficult tosatisly much bigher
demands than the Strategic Guidance
figures’, Despite that categoric statement
the Inspector has deciced that e knows
hewer and that the figure should be
mereised aguin ta 10,500 bat, despite a
cansiderahle ameount of verbiage, he does
fok give sy cogenl reasons for doing so,
Indeed in one plice appears o contradics
nmscll i his etforts womake out g cise
which i purely 1o further increase the
provision for ihe ‘demand’ element, His
recommendation appears o be hased
cntitaly on his own pesgonal opEnion os
nowhere does he ate any other autharity
fior changing a figure which was set by the
[T TG

The obpecnons o the Plan which the
Inapecaoir s recomnendan onsacdi ress come
solely from building developers or the
owners of propery who would like torsell it
for development. None of these folk are
exactiyunbized when itoomes to asseasing
housing requirements!  The Inspector
scems o have leant over backwards (o
i lucke then diesice for fnanconl gain sarimg
‘opportunities should be found watishall
prts of the housing marker” The Wil
Societywould argue that the housing market
as such has noding to dowith the planning
wsues underconsideration, that phrase has
simved bn from the developers objecions,
The Society hopes that the Councl will
stand by its original, carefully considered
decisions and conclude thit e Tnspreiion
has not made any logical or coherent case
for amending those decisions,

The Green Belt

TS The Deposit Dralt of the Pl
'*"FE" propostd significant addition 1o

= the Green Belt in the areaof the
MBS cormdor, This area, which extends
from the existing Green Belt south of
Wallasey Colf Links to the existing Green
Bl southol Woodchwrch, wis notineloded
i the Mersewside Green Belt becanse, at
the tme when thae was determined there
was A requitement thia the Green Belr
should be of adequare landscape quality.
Thar requirersent e longer applies and
thve corrsder can now be given dejureGreen
elt status rather than the de fmos s i
was accortled under the Merewide Plan
The Inspector accepred this addition bt
recommendedexcluding fromitthe fommer
D Birkenians rughy ground — bounded
tw schools on the nonhand seuthy sldes and
b the Fender and Nociorum Way on the
west andd eqsr deles = and Fender Farmoat
Moreton, He makes & well balanced
Jssessment of the pros and cons of the
proposed Green Belt boundanes snd
ackmowledges thiat these areas legitimately
form pan of the epdmum Green Bele. He
concedes that there is @ conflict between
fhe oprimnsin Green Beltand the minimum
st conchedes that the Council mustaccept
the sanimum o be able to meet the need,
2

s fie anes o (his words), for land 1o be made
wvarlable fornew howsing, INhisconceprot
Inis is mot accepted, then the argument for
excluding these areas from the Green Belt
falls 1o the ground, An application for
outline conzent for housing development
an the Old Birkonians site hasalréadybeen
madeand, although itwill nothe considered
until the panel has adjudicated on the
Inspector's Recommendations, the Socieny
has entered an objection along the finesset

ol ahove.,

Bidston Hill
and Bidston Village

¢ & % The Deposit Deaft proposed
LY that Bidston Hill and Badston
Village should be indwded in the Green
Belt extensian.  The Tnspector disagreed
with the proposal recalling that the
Imp-ccburforlhc nﬁsi.nalh'lmqﬁdc Green
Belt (e, the existing one) had also
disagreed with it o argued that
geographically it did mot make sense (and
1t 15 clifficult to cham that it does) and he
pointed out that Bidswon Hill was well
protecied under other policies as was
Ridaon Village which was a conservanion
area. He suggested that the eea berween
Bidwon Hill, the village and the Tesco site
~whichformed partof the proposed Green
By eatension = shoubil e desigmated
Urban Green Space. Since the end result
would be almos: s strict 2 control ol
development in that arca as that Imposed
by Green Belt designation, the Society
accepis the [napecion’s irgumenis.
Sod

The Society would not wish to be seen as
unduly critical of the Inspectorwho resisted
ey mare ehjections from the developens

whisought many ather encroachments on
the Green Bel.

The Future

50 by next summer the Wirral will have 5
seitled framework for its planning thivwill
last it wnail the end of 2001, It has been a
long time in the making but we think the
end result s very good and the Director of
Planning and Economic Development anid
hisstaifare to be comgratlated on i They
will seon be starting on the preparatory
work for nestt revision buit this will be o
miuch simpler sk than all the dewiled
work they Bac to pat in o get the UDE inw
its final polivhed state, Wewish them well.
O question mark is already beginning to
formi on the horizon. IE the Green Belt &
now comsidered sacrosance there wall be
virtually no new Band asatiable inoe Wireal
for housing development.  The Sociery
witled probabby say that such a sibuation has
fo be accepied but the developers: are
undikely to agree, So while we can relax for
& vear of two we must be alert when the
draft revisions are fisst published.  Your
seribe sineerely hopes that it will be a task
fir his successor!

THE THREAT TO MAYER HALL

In our Autgmn e
East year we reported on
1 the dangers facing
? I | Bebingron's historic
[ = 1 Mayer Halt, Unused fior
Eﬂ E r several vears ether than
—— for the tlemporary
storage of Council papers i was grealy n
need of refurhishment which the cashe
strapgped local authoriy were unahble 10
carrvont, 3amce 0 had been dec bared unafe
forpubilic use the only foreseeable recourse
way demedition, e and momours e
this course might be imminent so alarmed
members of The Joseph Mayer Trust i
they launched a campamn o save . and
The Wirral Sociery was pleased to offcr i
support. After talks with Wirral Council
officials, however, the Trust agreed w oy
amd find resources 1 ke it over from tie
Council on a nmes-nine year bease at a
peppercarn fent. But Grathey had 1o rise
£60, 000 for its restoration,

The Tirust established a separate Mayver
Hall Trust and set about seeking chariable
statiwith aview ea making u Lottery bid for
a grant. But recently events have mken a
most positive tum. A momber of welfare
societics OCCUpYIng Council
accommicdation eliewhere in Bebingon
were suddenly displaced and the Council
hael 1o finad 3 suitable alternative venue, 5o
—gnesswhit! =theywere sent to Maver Hall
The Cottneil did esenbal repair dnd @
suick rechrooration of the grouml foar
and, miuch to the delight of the Joseph
Mayer Trust, the immediate threathas been
lifted,

This only puts the hall in remisgon’ and
the newh-formed Maver Hall Teust will
continue 1o pursue its quedt for help from
the Loteery,

Lot s

The Joseph Mayer Trustwas set upin 1578
by Juseph Mayer himsell to provide Jong-
ferm income for 8 regular wnes of free
publbic lecares (on any subyect other than
polities and religion). And sogeneronswas
the original endowment that the lecures
have contmued wo be given without abreak,
even for the twoworld wars, right up o the
present day.

The 11%9h scason began in September
and Octeber's lecture on Wednesday the
15th wall be 'A Vorage of Discovery into
Antnretica by Pally Machin, On Wednesday,
19th November Brvan Gamer will give a
talk-on ‘Egvpeihrougl 500K vears

The lecures are given in the Ciic Suite
ofi the ground feoe of Bebington Cive
Centre. commencing at 800 pm. Deors
open 7.0 po

Further infermation from Mr Gordon
Favager, telephone 0151 6456580



FLAYBRICK
MATTERS

Dried your knoow there is9ach an organisiion
as The Mational Fedecanon of Cemetery
Friends® 1o seems that throughowt the UK
thereare no les than twenbvsis cemetenes
enjoving the heneli of @ Frinds' suppon
proup. This, of course, mcliedes e Frieads
of Fliybrick,

The National Federation recently held its
Anmual General Mectungin Edinburghand
Steve Titdley, the Wirmal Banger based ac
Flavbrick, attended,

Steve i one of avery rre breed, : Ranger
appoanted solely to oversee acemelesy. He
met only ane other at the AGM.

The Fricndsof Flasbmcks fuest Newsbetter
feparts that the work on restoning and
enthancing the cemetery grounds (nowthae
Flaybeick Memorial Gardens, ol course)
goes om The four guided towrs during the
sqzriier months wete APToil siccess anil
Rocal schools are making incoeasing use of
the gardens for educatonal purpases. In
July Wallasey Amists Association brought
aleng their vasels and paing and fouwnd
inspiration there and the number of casual
visors has incoeased ssgnificantly in recent
maonths and seme folk who came 1o seek
vt obel famely graves now retmen regularly
1o tenel them.

As part of BT Environment Week six
hundred wildflower plants were purchised
andd |1!I:|.|1.t.|.'1:'| i h-:lp extablish & sammers
flowering meadow. The Friends were
assisted by volumteers from the nearby
Crosoways Tenants Assaciation who made
wire they were well watered duning the firs
fiew weeks

The spea s already anracting & lage
nwmber of butciflies, moths, hover-Mies
and other insecss. A recent collection ara
davcare cemtre raised ES0.00 which was
donmed w Flavbrick and used 1o purchase
3 Grinko Biloba (Maidenhaiv) wee. A
stdrabrle plague in recogmition of the
donation will be installed.

Amyome whio wishes to purchase a trec
and plaque in someone's memory in
Flwybeick shonld comacy Mr, G.N, Grabam
at Landican Cemerery (Hfice, welephone
0161 677 2361,

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING |

The Sixty-Eighth Annual General Meeting
of the Wirral Society

will be held on

TUESDAY, 21st OCTOBER 1997

THE HEATHERLANDS RESTAURANT

THURSTASTON
at 7.30 p.m.

Following the business of the meeting a hotpot suprper will be served
at a cost of £5.25 per head (inc. coffee)

B

After supper Mr. MALCOLM INGHAM, Wirsal Council's well-known
Wildlife Officer, will tell us, with the aid of some fascinating slides, about
THE WORK OF THE WIRRAL WILDLIFE REHABILITATION UNIT
which he established at Thurstaston in the Wirral Country Park fifteen
YEATS ago.

S P

The meeting is open twoall members, relatves and friends but 1o help
with the catering, please complete the form below (or use plain paper)
and send to the Hon, Secretary with your cheque not later than Friday,

17th October.

Please order

Tel. Mo

Te:  Eric Sanné, Hon. Secretary, The Wirral Sadety |
'Clavis’, Menls Drive, West Kirhy, Wirral L4% 508,

suppers for msell and guestis) for which [ enclose
chenue (made payable 10 the Wirral Society) for £

Signed:

COMMITTEE MATTERS

We are delighted to report thar our
Secretary, Eric Sanné, has been elected asa
Vice-Chairman of CPRE Cheshire Branch,
an appointment which will lcad w the
Chairmanship in 1908,

Eric s the Society’s representative «n the
Commiiiae, lmn—“ing o the Cheihire
Branch headguarters in Middlewich each
miewith for the Committee Mectings.

"M far as we know™, sakd Reith Davidson,
“this is the first time a member of the Wirral
Society has been honoured in thas way. Itis
i mhoat timely appotntment since, in 1995,
The Wirral Society will not anly be

celebrating ats Y0th anniversary but also i
Toth year in the role of the Wirral Districe
Committee af CPRE.

o

We have been pleased vo welcome on tothe
Executive Committeeasa co-opled member
Mrs, Audrey Plait of Gayion. Audrey, wha
& Wallasev-bormn, has recemtly returned 1o
fve tn Wirralafier many years in Hampsbare,
We are delighted 10 report thiat she has
volunteered to take on the vital job of
Membership Secretary,

¥



WIND OF CHANGE

We never creamt that we would ever see
wind turbines in this pan of the world.
Muamain iops ivwhere they operate, Oris
ir? Well no. Amywhere where the wind
Blows strongly enough will do. And the
wind blows hard atthe mouth of the Mersey
Fatvary. Soon residents of New Brighton
ancl visiters will Be able o gaze ac sxoof
these maopster clecricine-generating
'\-rinrlmi|!'|.'whi1'rin.g:m:lwh'ilung'.m‘nr:ﬂunﬁ
the wall of Seaforth Dock.

This isa jointveniure begweon the Messey
Docks and Harbour Company and @
company calbed Wind Chster Limited. They
sought planning permission o hoild them
from Sefion Council two vears aga bus this
was refused,  The applicants appealed
agamst the decison and thisled o a Public
Ineguiry, Thelnspector's recommendation
was that the appeal dhiould be allowed
brecavae he belicved there would be no
rioke polbution or harm tothe environment.

He muy well be nghe. The ourbines will
cach be 150 feer high and wrbises en
masse in socalled ‘wand farms’ do make a
lowd whining noise which must get on the
nerves of anyone [ving or working within
earshor I this case, where there will he
ol s turbines their heightand the sounds
of everyday life (except at night, perlaps)
could tome down or oven obliterae any
e,

A Now Brighton councillor has
complained that he was never consoled
andd that e will doall be can to prevent the
project going abead, 1t will be interesing
ien me The natire of hit prodest. Thry will
not be heard in New Boghten and it very
debateable whether they would constitute
visnal  polludon.  On the contrary, for
prople walking on the prom and for diose
whia just it ieehei eaes o wateh the pauing
seend might i not be an added attraction?

CPRE MATTERS

Some rancom observadons from CPRES
Comtraed for the Colinlryside:

Town and country

Many of the pressures of the countryside
are the resule of the decline In our towns
el eithes 2nd the waste afurban land and
baildings, With a new commitment Lo
improving the urban environment we can
encatisage huilders towe already developed
sites and make townsmore attractive places
t live.

Planning
The ‘planning process’ can seen dense and
forbidding, but it offers the contrels
ensenial fora healthy landscape, and areal
opponumity for people w ger involved in
shaping the changes that are happeaingin
their area, Wath better planning we can
secure the development we peed in ways
that place less pressure onthe emaronment.

Forests, trees and woods
England s one of the keast woodsd counines
in Europe. Trees play a vital part in our
mural and urban landscape and woadband
planting can improve the countryside,
provide jobs and expand opporuniics for
recremion and enjoyment.

Hedgerows, dry stone walls
and ponds

Everyvearwe lose 18,000 kms of hedgerows
through removal and neglect, #6% of
England’s dry stone walls are in need of
attention and almost one million ponds
have disappeared this contury,  Yeu these
are the threads that bind wogether must of
the wpestry of the English landscape.

Tranguillity
Tranguil counnaice isdiappearing across

mich of England. Tranquil areas, where

s

£ f

HunTer

you can “get away fromicall’, have shrunk
by an area almost e size of Wales since the
1961Ks.
Clutter

To safeguard beauty it i necessary to fighe
ugliness = naot just in open couniryside b
invillage highstreets, on the edges elowns
and along road sides,

Water
The wity we use and manage water i
damaging the landecape. Water levels are
Falling in many rvers, ponds, aguifers and
Jakes and we mke wo litle acoount of the
preisure on  resources from  new
development.

Access and leisure
The countrysice affers a place for fresh air,
spiritual refreshment and physical
recreation. Yerthe increasing demands of
lelsure are theeatenkng the very gualites
which make the counteysbde special.

Wildlife
Mugh of oun wibdlile b in decline, Nt jus
the mare and endingered ipecies ane of
concern, but common wildide end habitas
are under threar, Without the sound of the
skyvlark or the glony of the Buchell woods
ourcounteyside wonld he animpovershed

place.
Energy

From the scaming of the countryside by
power stations wnd pydons o the release of
greenhouse gases andd the doposal of
radioxctive waste, it is clear that the way we
produce and wse energy has high
environmenal costs.

The living countryside
The countryside needs peapie and pobs as
well a8 beawiiful landscapes and wildlife
Development and change should be
semstive o their needs and mug protect
thie quality of rural life. New building too
often harms the countryside without
helping to meet its economic or social meeds.

Greening government

Some of the most Imporsnt decizions
affecting the countryside arse marde within
ome mile of Westminster, The countraide
needs to be pant of the thinking of all
Gewvernment Deparunenss when they are
making decisions on spending policy wid
begtslanon, Local suthorities alsy need to
consider the countnside implications of
evervthing they do,

Design
Builedings make a great contnbunon o the
b anty and diversity of the countvide. Yet
throughout the country insensitively
designed new development has been
beaching the dusmincrmvensss frommiral sreac

WIRRAL MATTERS
is sponsored by UML Limited os
part of their Wirral Community
angrmmr.
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