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AUTUMN 1999

THE 70th
A.G.M.

The last Annual General Meeting of the century. The
last AGM of the millenmdum. I called for something
special and indeed it wis. We had the biggest tumout for
several years, a splendid talk and a hot-pot supper that
might have bren made by the good and great Delia
hemelf, And, agreed many members, it was a splendid
social occasion, too,

The speaker was Elizabeth Davey of West Kirby who
probably knows more about the hitory, geology and
ecology of the Wirral Peninsula than snyene else and her
talk on “The Changing Face of Wirrl” accompanied by
some splendid slides, was rivetting,  Beginning at the
beginning when the Feninsula was - as she put it - jusi a
few sandstene islands in a sea of boulder day’ she
explained how the character and face of Wirral was
fashioned and changed by the needs of the folk who lived
there and, in turn, how those needs were determined by
whiak was available. Step by step she brought us through
thie ages bo the present day.

That is a simplistic précis of her hour's talk and there
were many in the audienoe who, though they havee Tived in
Wirral all, or most of, their lives, lamed something new,

We are most grateful to Elizabeth for her contribution to
& highly successfull evening and we are delighted to report
that she has been elected to the Executive Committes,

Chaimman's Report

Krith Diavidson stated that whilst the Wirral Society had
been: very active during the year in dealing with
environmental matters the highlight was undoubtedly the
preat succers of the Victor Smith Memarial Lectures held in
lanuary and March. The maugural lecture, given by Gavin
Hunter, was, by chance, on the subpect of The Leverhulme
Estates and our President, Viscount Leverhulme, kindly
accepted our invitation to attend. Gavin Hunter was
excellent and held the attention of the packed house,

The siecond lecture given by Grant Luscombe, Dinctor of
the Matienal Wildflower Centre, was equally successful
and our Summer Meeting was an innovative coach trip to
see the Wilditower Centre at Court Hey in Knowsley,

All the arrangements for these meetings were made by
Tt Lilinn Potter and Audrey Platt and we are very grateful
to them for their hard word: Thanks are alte doue to
Wallasey Colf Club whe kindly allowed us to use their
splendid clubhouse for the ledures.

Buos Shelter

This yearstaried with an appeal to Merseytravel Lo tone
down it's bright vellow bus shelters in sensitive areas such
as Hamilton Square, by the Grand Entrance to Birkenhead
Park and in conservation areas like Bidston Village.
Although they have now changed them to green in the
conservation arcas it seems that they ame not required to
chtain planming consent to erect shelters where needed
and can pliease themselves what they look like.

Wirral Mutlers

We have been publishing Wirral Mafters for the past vear
without the generous subsidy we wsed to empoy From LML
Limited. This has placed an added burden on Alan Brack
yot the quality seems to increase with vach ssue, Cur
thanks are also due to him for his preparation of the
Minutes of our Executive Commitiee meetings.

Lras School site

Wi now know the result of the appeal into the beas
School site, We lost the battle but we owe a vate thanks ta
Coolf Loram, our Planning Linison Officer, who devoted a
considerabile amount of time and work to the matter and
for his attendance at the subsequent Public Inguiry al
which be gave evidence,

The sad saga of the Leas School sile ilustrates several
isswes, particularly the complete faflure of the Education
Committes to grasp the opportunity of acquiring the site
for the benefit of the very cramped West Kirby Grammar
School.

We cannot criticise the Wirral Council Planning
Depaﬂ.u.‘lzﬂl far Hi\'ﬂlﬁ Ohuatlie PJa.m:lJnE consenl for the
building of a nursing home on the site but we heavily
criticise them for the Detailed Permission they gave to a
cpute moredrous and unviable numsing home scheme whan
there was demenstrably a lack of commercial interest, [t
was this act which caused almost everyone except
ourselves to say that housing would be preferable to the
approved schame. The plan could never have succeeded at
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the time when nursmg homes wene v:l:::!ns down., The
result of this incompetence is the Wirral has lost 5 scres of
Loreen Belt to housing,

Stanley Hotel, Hoylake

We ladged an objection te the plan for demolishing the
elegant former Stanlay Hotel on the grounds of density.
The Council's own guidelines lay down maximum density
of 20 dwellings per hectare in neighbouring Meols Drive yet
the density which received approval for this site is arcund
88 dwellings per hectare,  Although Wirml Coundil, for
some reason, asked the Merseyside Civie Sodety For their
opinienon the scheme the Wirral Society wos not consulted.
In the avent the comments of Lhe Civic Society were exacly
in line with ours bul, of course, they were ignored, The
Stanley Hotel building has been sacrificed for commarcial
gain and, sadly, this corner of Hoylake will change far the

YOI,

Heanor Boad, Bidston

Congratulations are due to Geoff Loram on the
marvellous work he did in establishing a Development Bnef
for Eleanor Road which runs across the lower slope of
Bidston Hil ©Our sitention was drawn to the need for
urgent  action by Lilian Potter and Professor  Bill
Middlebrook of the Eleanor Road Residents” Association.
In-HIl" development was rapidly changing the character of
the rond and that part of Bidston Hill. To their credit the
Planning Department acted uncharacteristically swifthy and
agreed with Geotf's suggestion that guidelines be laid down
as to density and character of any further developmens.

Liverpool Pier Head

The Society made representation to the Mersey Docks and
Harbour Company in support of The Millennium Walk
Committee against the Dock Company's plan to acguire
part of the Pier Head - o public open space - bo build
marshalling area for motorear traffic to Ireland and the Lste
of Man.

We have long preached that we must not ba parochial and
we joined the protest agamst the plan as we feared for the
future of the Pler Head, an internationally known spectade
of which we ane all proud. As a result of cur protest your
Chairman and Alan Brack, tegether with Terry Edgar and
loy Hockey of the Wallasey Civic Society, were invited to
it the Dock Company's Chief Plannmg Cificer to discuss
the matter.

Wo made the point that we helisved an attempt to
accomnodate a ferry terminal and car-park anywhese near
the Pier Head was wrong since traffic to and from Ireland
and the Isle of Man s expected to fnorease in the near future,
We made a case for the terminal's siting on the Twelve
Cruaye sito in Wallasey where o Ro-Ho terminal & te be bualk,
This was discounted by the Dock Company without giving
any indication that i has serioesly been considered as a
possibility. The Dock Company's plan myvolved the closing
of 51 Macholos Place in Liverpool for which they has already
meceived  planning  permiission from  the  emtwhile
Memayside Development  Company. This  was
subsequantly and succossfiully challenged in the courts by

The Millenndum Walk Committes and completely
wrecked the MDHC plan.

We were wvery surprised to leamn that the MDHC
planners had not even paid a visit to the Dublin terminal to
inspect the situation there. They would have found that
the berminal s located bwo miles from the d.ly cenlne.

Other Matlers

Our attempt at recruiting business houses in Wirral as

Corporate Members proved to be a disappointment.
LR}

We are concerned with the state of the Bidstan
Lighthouse and would like te seo it refurbishod. The
Lighthouse is located within the bounds of Bidsion
Chservatory  (now  known  as  the  Proudman
Oceanographic Laberatory) and Eric Sanné and | are due
to hold a meeting shortly with Dr.Hill, the Director and the
Slalismn H.'\.I\.'ﬂ.drj'.

Draring the year we were pleased to donate the sum of
£100 to the Frionds of Flaybrick and this has been ueed ta
mount an exhibition on the work of the eminent Victorian
astranemer, Dr lsaac Roberts who lies buned in Flaybrick.
The exhibition will be touring Wirral Librarses from the
beginning of next year.

Committee Member Mick Lauro s investigating the
puossibility of the Society having its own website.

G.K Davidson
Chagirmman
(Tl Clairmum's iy comprehensioe report bas, of mecessty,
tven abriogped B}

VICTOR SMITH MEMORIAL

LECTURE

To meake the Millennium a memarable vear in the annals
of the Society we are pleased to announce that no less than
four Victor Smith lectures have been arranged. Two will
take place in the spring and the others will be in the
autumn with one of the latter being part of the Annual
General Meeting, That, of coume, will be held in the
Heathesland Court Restaurant in Irby and the others will,
s this vear, be held in Wallasey Golf Club whe are kindly
alloveing us bo use their club howse and facilities again.

Robert Philpott of the Field Archaeology Section of
Liverpool Museum will begin the series in January with a
talk on the Roman periced. This will be followed in Manch
by Paul Booth of the School of History, Liverpool
University, who will speak about life on Medizval Wirral
and Cheshire, Continuing the historical theme, in Octeber,
Elizabeth Davey of Birkenhead High School (whose talk at
thit AGM was so well received) will talk about aspects of
the Tudor period and the series will end in Movember with
Graeme Fisher, Vice-president of Chester Civic Trust and
Chairman of the Liverpool Graup of the Vickarian Socicty
talking about Vidorian architecture,

The actual dates will be shown in the Membership Card for
next and a reminder will be sent to all members nearer the
time of each lecture.



TREE DONATION SCHEME

A popular way of providing a memaorial to a relative or
friend i to purchase a bench dedicated to thelr memory
and it seems not to be widely known that memarial seats
may be purchosed and displayed with an appropriate
plague m all Wirral's cometeries. The benches ame six feet
loeng and an inscribed plague measurng 7% * & Z'with up
to 140 letters can ba added. Generally the beach will be
pleced where pequested by a mlative or family friend
whenever possible.  Each bench will be mepulardy
maintained for a period of 20 vears although the Council
vannot accept respomsibility for acts of vandalizm.

The current cost of providing a bench and plague = £490.

An alternative method of remembering a loved one,
however, I in planning & commemombive tree and
Wirral Ceouncil operates & Tree Domation Scheme,
Donated  trees will be used to enhance the overall
appearance of the cemetery and although the final
decision as to the actual focation of the trees must rest with
the Registrar personal wishes will be taken into account
whenever possible, They cannot be planted on graves or
in areas where cremated remains are interred or where
they are likely ta interfere with such areas,

Trees will normally be planted between December and
thi end of March and, although under ne ebligation to do
s, the Couneil will normally replace a tree shiould it need
re placing within a year. The trees supplied will normally
be between 12 - 14 feet in height. Reguests for planting a
tree during the current planting seasen should be made
before the end of February,

The cost of a tree is £60 and the cast of a memerial plaque
15 £35 and donors have a choice of [talian Alder, Cherry,
Maple, Hombeam, Rowan, Thom Crab Apple or White
Beam,

Applications should be made Lo Superinlendent at
Landican Cemetery, Telephone Number 0151 677 2351,

TIETIER HEAD

Ihe campaign waged by The Millenniam Walks
Committée who sucosssfully convineed a judge that the
Mersey Docks and Harbeur Company had no night to close
a public right ol way in Useir plan to build a car marshalling
yard on the Pier Head hes forced MDHL to think again. It
has now been reporied that & is planned to find space for
the needs of the SeaSest services to Dublin and the lsbe of
Man beats by making use of the land presently occupied by
pay and deplay parking bays and by filling in the old
Floating Roadway.

At the ime of writing no details are avaflable but it is
sadd that the new plan will not require the relocation of the
Titamic Memaorial nor the use of any public space.

MDHC have promssed that when the plans are
completed members of the public and organisations will be
asked for their views, We hope they bear in mind the fact
that the Pier Head i in the running for World Herftage
Status and that the scheme they come up with must be
worthy of the Pier Head as a whole.

The Society's Chairman and the Pross Cfficer must be
forgiven a wry smile, When they met the Dock Company's
Chicf Architect they were assured that “every possible sile
had been theroughly investipated” and there was no
afternative whatsoever to their orginal plan,

HOOTON HANGARS

A fow weeks ago The Society was contacted by the Griffin
Trust, an organisation based in one of the three former
afrcraft hangers on the sie occupied by Vauxhall Motors in
Ellesmere Port, The Griffin Trust, was set up a few years
ago by a few enthusinsts intent on restoring old Second
Warld War vehicles and aquipment, They have been given
notice by Vaushall that their tenure of ore hangar would
shortly be ended as it was planned to demolish the hangers
and use the site for storing mew cars awaiting delivery,
They asked far the Sociely"s support in saving the hangars
which are the only reminder that the site was onoe Hooton
Aerodrome and, during the war, became RAF Hooton, the
home base of the famous 610 Squadron.

The hangars, i transpires, are of a bype known as*Belfast
hangars’ and are the most complete group of Fimst World
War aviation buildings anvwhers in the countsy and,
earlier in the year, English Heritage recommendad that
their Grade I listing should be upgraded to Grade 117,

Hoaton Park Asrodrame {ae it was origmally called) has
its place firmly in the annals of aviation history. [t was
vetabluhed during the carly daye of Aving and during the
1914-18 war was a base for the Royal Flying Corps. When
the famous Boy Scout World Jamboree was held in Arrowe
Park in 1927 it was attended by the then Price of Wales who
journeved from London by air to Hooton largely to
popularies flying s a means of travel, 1t was also a hoost to
the attempts to establish Hooton as a major airport. )

When the Second World War broke out Hooton became
an RAF base and housed three Auxiliary Air Force Units
633 Air Observation Post Squadron, 610 (County of
Chestor) Squadron and 611 (West Lancs) Squadron. 810
and 611 Squadrons were moved to the south of England
and distinguished themselves in the Battle of Boitain. The
aerodrome also housed the firm of Martin Hearn Limited
which, at its prak, employed 5000 people repairing and
servicing aircraft. And for 15 years the skies of Wirral were
alive with the noise of Meteor jets.

For several years after the war, before the amival of
Vauxhall, Battle of Britain Day every Seplember was
celebrated in style and drew vast croweds.

The campaign to save the hangars has brought backing
from former Second World War fighter pilots and aviation
sockelies and we understand that the Ellesmere Port and
Meston Council has received over 2000 supporting letters,
One suggestion is that they should become a Morth West
Aviation Heritage Museum

ON THE SUPER HIGHWAY

If you have ever wanted to mspect a planning application
and have jibbed at poing all the way lo the Flanning
Department at Wallasey Town Hall or Ellesmere Port Civic
Centre you are not alone, Wirral Coundll have recapnised
the and, most sensibly, they are new putting the
applications on the Internet, Mot everyone has a PC, of
course, tl!mg;l'l the number who have & growing by the
hour but most people know someone who has one and
would be willing to access the information for wou.
However, the Council appreciate that this would not
always be possible and they are installing the services in
every Wirral library, It is the first coundl inthe UK to do this
Information  can be  accessed by going to
irdss.wirral.gov.uk and sefecting *Planning Applications’

e L e
i



BEQUEST

Earlivr in the year we were surprised and delighted to
receivi a lotter from a solicitor in Prestatyn to say that the
late Wirs Armie Blodwen Bennett (his aunt) had left the
generous sum of £300 to the Wirral Sodety in her will, We
went at first disappointed - and not a litthe mystified - to
find mo mention of this lady's name i our membership
records. Subsequent inquiries, howeyer, have revealed all.

We learned from Mr Lioyd Jones that Mrs Bennett died
m Jamuary this vear at the age of 91. For much of ker |ife
she lived in Allerton (where she playved the crgan at the
Walsh Presbvteran Church). Her family was Welsh and
she was Welsh-speaking,  Alter her retirement she went
hack ta Morth Wales where she staved for 17 years.

Mone of this explained her interest in The Wirral Society
bt then we leamed that during her working life she had
been legal secretary to the Senior Partrer of Alsop Slevens
Batenan, the famous Frm of Liverpool selicitors. And the
Senior Partner of the firm was none other than our
much-rsteemed late Vice-president, W, Victor Smith.

There is no doubt that as Victor Smith's right-hand lady
she weulil have heand all aboul the Seciety and probably
did some unofficial work for it.

To that degree her bequest was also a mark of her regard
and affoction for her old boss. We are delighted that we
canmake full acknowledgement of her generosity,

‘TWAS EVER THUS
This year CHESHIRE LIFE magazine has been celebrating
its 65t year of publication and it is interesting to look back
at e first issue in 1934 for it contained a contribution from
Wirs A Joan Royden, the then Hono Secretary of the
Cheshire Branch of CFRE  Joan Reyden was also, of
course, the HonSecretary and Founder of the Wirml
Seciety. Did she, we wonder, give up the secretaryship of
the Society Lo take on the CPRE job or did she do bath? We
don't know but it is intercsting that the Seciety’s present
HenSeeretary, bric Sanné, & also the current Chairman of
CPRE Chesshire Branch
e that as it may, it is fascinating to read that what she
wrate all those years age &5 nol inappropriate today,
Consider these extracds.

*Tioer ooften iF bars bewn Hromghit Hrarf ameniby i o Docrory s
ok alays give way to geestions of fnaree. To regard e
nnatter i this Mgl @ to wiem e wediole probiem from the drong
angle.  The wenkness of the argument liss v e et et i
siggests thaf good taste &5 dependend oo the amonnd of money
aeneilnble. Tho {Cheshive) Branch has atays believed that o
wecesaily for ccononny s nod incompelible tvth the demands of
good tasee, This viene tes stron gly supported i the Misistg of
Health Huwesmg Slienseal, 1927 awlich combatmed the follomwing
shafericnt; "WWith a liktle cure b is possible, coew eoithin the fimits
of nbrict eevriorny, do amond the grolegue wnd wply briildings
ewluch se frequen ly disfigires the English corbryside

Unsuitable development has. cerbainly  condributed  more
trrwely theal amy ofher catise bo Toss of chraror and dhiracker in ath
trebare ayd pural districts, Ve haoe regson to be grofefiul o Mr
Meville Charedrerlain, Mivister of Health in 1927, for exploding
the werythy thal good taste @5 Beyord our mres, aid for potniting
mil el poar .r!m-.‘upuam]‘ i g b Jock of vare and knewledgre,
ik Tack of mhemey. "

In pursuance of this belief the Cheshime Branch formed
two advisory bullding panels - one for east Cheshire and
cne forthe west - which effered to give free advice onany
plans submitted to them, They also suppored a
Manchester Society of Architects scheme through which
any builder could buy designs for small houses at a
nominal fee. The objoct being to “assist fn e preservatio:
of e conntryside by supplytng architectura! gidence of o
ey foww cost,” A pam phiet (price 2d) was also published
dealing with design and giving a list of sutable and
unsuitable materials for the different districts of the
country.

Miss Royden continued. .

“Thee otiver oetiofties of the Branch are too nurmirrous lo-dagd
umitere, Inalf its propaganda o never ceases fo poret ot at
soind  development om the right lines comret spal  the
codim tryside aend 8 oy auldd bo dts chureeder il that peeich oo
be dene to insprove the appeargrce of petrol siations md
contrel adpprifzements and hoardings, tokile f corhmues fo
emphasise that the aure for litter lies enbircly with ench
individual.Cheshire  has  coumty uigh  oam compar:
fvouerably toitle that of any other country. In askivg for the
anferest of these whe lioe in Cheshire to probect whad s of the
autrrast palue bo o we cormet belteve bt we are aikang for
mrore than will be willingly given.  If we are proud of our
couni by e feeme @ respomsibuitty fouvards proteching 1,

Plus ca change, plus ¢'est la meme chose.
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