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AUTUMN 1999

THE 70th
A.G.M.

The last Annual General Meeting of the century. The
last AGM of the millenmdum. I called for something
special and indeed it wis. We had the biggest tumout for
several years, a splendid talk and a hot-pot supper that
might have bren made by the good and great Delia
hemelf, And, agreed many members, it was a splendid
social occasion, too,

The speaker was Elizabeth Davey of West Kirby who
probably knows more about the hitory, geology and
ecology of the Wirral Peninsula than snyene else and her
talk on “The Changing Face of Wirrl” accompanied by
some splendid slides, was rivetting,  Beginning at the
beginning when the Feninsula was - as she put it - jusi a
few sandstene islands in a sea of boulder day’ she
explained how the character and face of Wirral was
fashioned and changed by the needs of the folk who lived
there and, in turn, how those needs were determined by
whiak was available. Step by step she brought us through
thie ages bo the present day.

That is a simplistic précis of her hour's talk and there
were many in the audienoe who, though they havee Tived in
Wirral all, or most of, their lives, lamed something new,

We are most grateful to Elizabeth for her contribution to
& highly successfull evening and we are delighted to report
that she has been elected to the Executive Committes,

Chaimman's Report

Krith Diavidson stated that whilst the Wirral Society had
been: very active during the year in dealing with
environmental matters the highlight was undoubtedly the
preat succers of the Victor Smith Memarial Lectures held in
lanuary and March. The maugural lecture, given by Gavin
Hunter, was, by chance, on the subpect of The Leverhulme
Estates and our President, Viscount Leverhulme, kindly
accepted our invitation to attend. Gavin Hunter was
excellent and held the attention of the packed house,

The siecond lecture given by Grant Luscombe, Dinctor of
the Matienal Wildflower Centre, was equally successful
and our Summer Meeting was an innovative coach trip to
see the Wilditower Centre at Court Hey in Knowsley,

All the arrangements for these meetings were made by
Tt Lilinn Potter and Audrey Platt and we are very grateful
to them for their hard word: Thanks are alte doue to
Wallasey Colf Club whe kindly allowed us to use their
splendid clubhouse for the ledures.

Buos Shelter

This yearstaried with an appeal to Merseytravel Lo tone
down it's bright vellow bus shelters in sensitive areas such
as Hamilton Square, by the Grand Entrance to Birkenhead
Park and in conservation areas like Bidston Village.
Although they have now changed them to green in the
conservation arcas it seems that they ame not required to
chtain planming consent to erect shelters where needed
and can pliease themselves what they look like.

Wirral Mutlers

We have been publishing Wirral Mafters for the past vear
without the generous subsidy we wsed to empoy From LML
Limited. This has placed an added burden on Alan Brack
yot the quality seems to increase with vach ssue, Cur
thanks are also due to him for his preparation of the
Minutes of our Executive Commitiee meetings.

Lras School site

Wi now know the result of the appeal into the beas
School site, We lost the battle but we owe a vate thanks ta
Coolf Loram, our Planning Linison Officer, who devoted a
considerabile amount of time and work to the matter and
for his attendance at the subsequent Public Inguiry al
which be gave evidence,

The sad saga of the Leas School sile ilustrates several
isswes, particularly the complete faflure of the Education
Committes to grasp the opportunity of acquiring the site
for the benefit of the very cramped West Kirby Grammar
School.

We cannot criticise the Wirral Council Planning
Depaﬂ.u.‘lzﬂl far Hi\'ﬂlﬁ Ohuatlie PJa.m:lJnE consenl for the
building of a nursing home on the site but we heavily
criticise them for the Detailed Permission they gave to a
cpute moredrous and unviable numsing home scheme whan
there was demenstrably a lack of commercial interest, [t
was this act which caused almost everyone except
ourselves to say that housing would be preferable to the
approved schame. The plan could never have succeeded at
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