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The Friendly
People

It was that old Greek sage Euripides who once
declared that ‘Life has no blessing like a prudent friend”
It seems such an obvious thing to say one can only
wonder why it has been regarded as a Wise Saying for
the last two and a half thousand years. Unless, of
course, he was speaking as chairman of the Friends of
the Acropolis.

And talking about Friends, do you know that, in Wirral
Metropolitan Brough and Ellesmere Port and Neston areas
there some 30 groups of Friends giving their support to the
safeguarding of a wide variety of environmental treasures
and aspects of Wirral’s heritage? That includes the many
parks, open spaces and footpaths of all sizes, ranging from
the village green at Thornton Hough to the vast expanse of
Ness Gardens (which has, by far, the largest group of
Friends), while Wirral Country Park, Arrowe Country Park and
Heswall Gaies all have their Advisory Groups.

There are also Friends supporting the care and mainte-
nance of The Hilbre Islands, the North Wirral Coastal Park and
others concerned with preservation of some eof our historic
buildings, like the Windmill and Observatory on Bidston Hill,
Leasowe Lighthouse and Rock Park, Flaybrick Cemetery (now
Flaybrick Memorial Gardens) and The Quarry in Wallasey also
have their special Friends.

Te our knowledge, the total membership of all these groups
has never been totted up but, at a rough guess, it must be
around the three thousand mark, though it would not be
surprising to learn it was considerably more.

The catalyst for the formation of these groups was, in most
cases a deep concern for some treasured aspect of the Wirral
environment which people felt was not being properly cared
for. In the recent Friends of Wirral Parks newsletter there is
an admission that many groups started as pressure groups.
These came into being as folk realised that, since the local
government reorganisation of 1974, the parks, gardens and
various open places were not being cared for by the new
all-encompassing local authority as well as they were when
Birkenhead, Wallasey, Bebington and various Urban District
Councils had charge of their own affairs. To quote the
Newsletter: "They saw themselves as always being in conflict
with park managers but over the years the first groups
started to work In Partnership as part of the parks and
gardens management structure”.

One happy aspect of the council reorganisation, however,
was the introduction of a Ranger Service. It was originally
introduced by Cheshire County Council for the Wirral Way and
was ‘taken over’ and expanded by the new Wirral Council.

Unhappily, since then, the original numbers have been
gradually reduced to save money and they are now down to
a couple of dozen. It is not very many for deployment
around Wirral Berough's 6 country parks, 55 local parks, 40
acres of open spaces, 7 nature reserves and an urban farm,
all of which the Parks and Open Spaces Department has in
its care,

Fortunately, Wirral’'s Rangers are an enthusiastic bunch of
people who often strive far beyond the bounds of their job
descriptions. In addition to their normal duties they organ-
ise a wide range of countryside events and activities for the
general public, from giving talks and guided walks to bird-
watching sorties, mushroom-seeking forays and bat and bug
hunts. In the holiday season the Rangers organise a large
programme of hands-on activities for children. Much of that
activity takes place in their off-duty moments.

Another little-known but very enthusiastic group of volun-
tary workers is The Wirral Countryside Volunteers. They are
a laudable band of people of all ages and both sexes who
generously give their time at weekends doing all kinds of
practical works like repairing fences, hedgelaying, pond
reclamation, heathland restoration and much more.

Then there are the volunteer Dee Wardens who patrol the
shores to protect the feeding birds, the Wirral Wildlife volun-
teers who do a lot of practical work, the Wirral Footpaths and
Open Spaces Society, various groups of unorganised volun-
teers helping individual Rangers, volunteer helpers on Tam
O’Shanter farm - and many more.

Pick up a copy of the excellent Winter edition of the Wirral
Parks and Countryside newsletter from you local library and
see for yourself the range of activities and events, all involv-
ing both Rangers and voluntary helpers. You'll be surprised
at what is geing on in caring for the Wirral environment.
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"We nead a ‘Friends of 16 Acacia Avenue'
fo get this grass cut.”












