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PLANNING MATTERS

The Society has now received a copy of the

draft of the Wirral Unitary Development

Plan {the LIDP), albeit very late due (o an

mix-up over the correct postal

Itisa formidable but most impres

sive document and we congratulate the

Wirral Council’s Department of Planning

and Economic Development on their
achievement.

This is a Draft Flan and when the public
and interested organisations have made
thelr comments on it will be revised. This
second drafi will be placed *on deposit™ al
which stage further public comment may
lead is formal objections and a possible
public local inguiry if any abjeciions can-
redl b resnlbved,

After this stage it can be adopted by the
Council as the Statutory Development Flan
far the Metropolitan Barough of Wirral up
to the year 20401,

Because of the delay in rrr\ﬁ\'ing the UDP

Scciely has, so far, only been able o
™Me comments on soime of the more ime-
portant aspects, lnthe repartwhich fallows
limitations of space. preclude quoting in
Tull boat the words in Roman t'vp{hrr are
taken {rom, or are a preas of, the actual
wordsal the UDP. The Society's comments
are an nalics,

Urban Regeneration

Whilst peinting ot that urban regenera-
tian i Wirral is already influenced by such
hwsdies as the Merseynade Development
Laorporation, the Merseyside Task Foree,
ity Challenge and other initiatives - all to

| In view of the leagth of the report and
| comment on Wirral Borough Council’s
Unitary Development Plan we have
combined the Autumn and Winter
| insnea Lo bring you B pages of news and
I Views,

the arca’s advantage = il declares thal the
guiding principles for planning inghede
the concentration of new buibdings amnd
wmvestment within the urhan arca, a se-
strasnt on building atthe fringe of the buil
upareawith prionty being mven toderelic
or vacart sites within the urban arca.
Existing parks, greenspaces, leisure and
towarint attractscons will be enhanced and

newly developed where appropriate,
The Socirty welcomes thin tatrment whole.
haartedly.

Priority Areas

The Prionty Areasfor urban remewal {which
have remained unchanged snce the 19700
comprise the existing Lrban Arca and the
auter Council estates of Leasowe,
B bywesed, Mesctorum and Wossdchurch,

T v regrttenble thad the Cononnl did nof heed the
Sociely's obyections when these berpe eilaie were
planned. N they Bad been tneorporated al the
time inite o planned programme of urban repes:
erafiom the favk mosw facimyy wr weuld nof Aaue
e vo maisive amd Wirral weacld e a far more
tiriciive place bk move groen areal for barure
Yaf, tm apitie of thiv policy, we are salf having to

Sight apeed progonads fo develop hoang on
L 'ptam Megdow

Target Areas

If resorurces are lpr{ad: Roes UBERlY Lhere v a
danger that any acbon taken would be
insufficeeaf, ine{Tective amed grossbsly wiste-
ful. Frority will therefore be given o s
number of designated Neighbwarbood
Renowal Area ( NRAS), Within the preon
arcas a numnber of specsl arca reniewal
initatives will be smplemented in the fol
Iewing areas: 1. Central and Xorthy
Birkenhead 2. Beeclimoxsd 5 New Forry
and Rock Fermy T Mew
Brighton 6. {when eesources premet) Upe
per Tranmere

FiaT aneTEL g P nade fhaf skl o lrﬂlrl'n!f-llll the
woversf arecd af all, §vwer Tranmere, 1 nof referred
fo. Mo thai oy becance the Comal feal of Aai
drtemieraled vo by il showld conemn frale en he
lens problemalic ares firsl, furming ther aitm
Hher to the parel aveas wohen prnads haie Been
meinde

1. Seacodn b

Economy and Employment

The revitalisation of local ecomnomy 15 a
fundamental part of Wirral urban segen-
erationy. Uine of the main objeciives of the
LI s tor cnsuee that Jurther new inivess-
mentand growth can be accommexdated by
preosacing lor a balance o new advance
urits, Lagsed fese expansion and sites suatabile
fior a full range of purpose-built schemes
The Society 13 disturbad abour the poiible
ambyguty in-thes secleon of the P Whalit i
el om fo stale fhal such ale should rod fie
within e Green Hell and should comirtbuis
owazrdly wrban regeneralion of gl addds [hal sites
shodd Aave “prood aceeis To the main faghuwday
network and bewathin or immadiately adpacm e
an raifimg imdn el areg. ©
Surch phraseolagy can lead to dufferent imterpree
Tatiomy and we have asked e Counod ioamend
the wording. Wi befuer tha to auod lophobe




foliaes should be clear and unambiguous. Whilst
economic vilalisation is very importand it should
not affect the very future of Wirral. In the past
impertant firms have been wooed into Wirral (o
the detriment of eur environment on the grounds
that if we did not bend they would go elsewhere.
This must not be allowed to happen again.

The text goes on to identify over 200 hectares of
land {about 500 acres - Ed. ) currently available
and adds "there is no need for new sites oulside
the easting buil-up area. "

We have asked the Counal to incorporate this
sentence into the policy wording.

The UDF recognises that there are very
few sites within the borough which would
be suitable for special industries and de-
fines two general areas which could be
considered as acceptable. One is fronting
the Merseyat Bromborough, the other com-
prises the bulk storage complex at Eastham
allied with the dock facilities at the en-
trance to the Manchester Ship Canal.

Existing industrial and commercial uses
which create a nuisance to local residents
orwhich detract from the appearance, de-
welopment potential or regeneration of a
wider area will be asked to improve or the
Council will seek to relocate.

Environmental improvement of the at-
tractiveness and cfficiency of existing com-
merce and industry will be sought subject
to the availability of resources.

All new investment is to use the latest ant-
pollution technology as a pre-requisite for
planning approval.

The Society welcomes these aims and the stated
intention lo promots environmenial improve-
ments [o the exsting Carr Lane Industrial Estate
in [Haylake, the Cross Lane Industrial Estate in
Wallasey and the Tarran Industial Estate in
Moreton.

Through lack of attention to detail, lack of
proper architectural control and lack of land-
scaping these estales have developed into unat-
tractive, hapharard industrial aveas. The Soci-
ety hopes that the planning authonities will exer-
ase proper control in fiture.

Housing

The provision of new dwellings is one of the
most important issues for the UDP. The
need arises from the formation of new
houscholds and the replacement of older,
substandard dwellings.

The Government has defined a need for
9500 new dwellings in Wirral for the period
1986-2001. This figure takes into account
urban regeneration and the constraints of
the Green Belt

The Soacty belteves that this figure needs (o be
seriously challenged. Theve are considerable pres-
sures from the housebuilding groups for the Gou-
ermment o err on the high side but with a tarpel
of 6 30 mew houses a year for five comseculive years
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the area administered by the Wirral Borough
Council we will soon be sverrun.

We believe that for the next 9years as many new
houses as possible should be constructed wnthin
the exasting built-up areas in place of property
which is obsolete.  We do not wish (o see our
herilagr of good dwellings replaced for the sake of
il but there are considerable numbers which are
archilecurally and constructionally substandard.

In allocating land or granting planning
permission for housing development the
local planning authority will have regard to
the needto: (i) make full use of land within
the urban areas (ii) bring into use ne-
glected, unused or derelict land (111) pro-
tect the following types of land - the best
and most versatile agricultural land and
viable farm holdings; arcas of special land-
scape value; sites of ecological or nature
conservation interest; sites identified as
greenspace; sites in recreational use; sites
in the approved Green Belt, (iv) protect
listed buildings, buildings of architectural
or historic interest and conservation areas,

We belicve this wording is oo vague to prevent
Jloods of applications for housing development
outside theurban areas. Immediately there arises
an argument aboul farm land of which there are
large areas in Wirral which may not be the "best”
nor “viable”. We know much of it will soom
become obsolete because of EC policy bul we feel
strongly that it should remain as open space or be
used for recreational purposes.

This dangeraus policy must be changed, al
beast until we know the housing numbers which
the urban areas will be capable of creating. The
lobby for new housing will always lake the easy
way out by secking green-field site development.
This must be nigorously conirolled and any fur-
ther development oulside the urban areas must be

stopped completely,

Design and Density Controls

The Local Planning Authority should be
sensitive to the effect which new housing
can have on an arca. On sites within the
existing residential area proposals for new
housing will be subject to the normal crite-
ria for new development. However, the
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Another 9 500 howses 1

Council has identified a number of areas
where further controls may be necessary to
retain their special character, These are
Noctorum Ridge, Mountwood (Prenton),
Meols Drive, Stanley Road (Hoylake),
Gayton and Gleneagles Park, Caldy,

The Society welcomes this policy but feels that
the word 'may’ should read 'uwill’. Afier the
encouraging and welldesigned estate in Rarton
Hey Drive near to Caldy shore the low standard
of design and layout which has since been al.
lowed t5 appalling.

Green Balt

Wirral's Green Belt, as approved by the
Secretary of State in December 1983, has
been incorporated into the UDP with the
addition of the M5% corridor.

We are disturbed about two aspects of allowable
development within the Green Belt areas, namely
"Cemeteries® and “Institutions standing in ex-
lensive grounds, * :

We cannot understand the need for rfm!‘o
groups lo be considered as bang "appropriate
developrment to a rural area. " What is mean( by
“institution” and wha! are "extensive ground: ™
The wording is too vague and we have asked the
Council to delete these two 1lems.

We are also disturbed about the policy which
makes it pasable for the controlled storage of
caravans in the Green Belt during the winter
provided they are not obtrusive.

We belicve that caravans when nol in wie
should be stored om some of the large tracts of
unused industnial land and in redundani build-
ings in the urban area.

Urban Greenspace

The UDP recognises that a policy reltrain-
ing new development at the edge of
urban areas inevitably leads to pressu
developmentatthe edge of the urban areas
inevitably leadsto pressure todevelopapen
land within the urban area. Open land
often makes a positive contribution to the
image and character of an area and 1o the
qualityofenvironment enjoyed by the local
residents and protected.




Wikelst e walcome thi statement the UDP
unfortumately then goes on fo diof 49 sites nhere
thee Conmeil fels that develogommt could possibly
take frlisce provided certain criteria are safisfied,
We realise that this ix in the natune of lasl rerort
and wonder why they hoave bothered fo frublich
juch a fd alall N inchedes, faber alia, reveral
ol erlablithed allotment pites and playing fields,
New Ariphton Ruply Club ground ar Lessoee,
N Hriphton Cricket Chob pround af [iscond,
Caldy Hiil and Goose Green, Mesls.

Wi believe that haling these sites is o deirimen-
tal stepr which will only be of greal sasistance (o
world-be developers, We have therefore ached the
Ciametl ta delete the list and inchede only those
avens witch are nof (o be developed,

We alen welcoms the declavation thal the Coun-
el will comlinie fo revien the frovisen of
Girvenspace and wall resinl development in areds
where such spaces are deficient. Especially ploas-
g the stafemenl that 13 Greenspacer arebeing
comsidered forupgrading to Neiphbmerhood Park
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New Developments

Ihe UDP points out that the Cowncil hasa
legal duty e conserve the natural beauty
and amenity of the area and o provide for
improvements o the physical environment,
Landscaping is one el the five provisions to
b acddressed within any detailed planning
application and the Council has powers to
ensure that adequate provision i made for
the preservation and planting of trees and
their proper long4erm maintenance.

Proposls for new housing will need to
demonstrate that adequate provision will
be made for Greenspace as part of the
overall design of the development.

The Society applavds these policies and will
:‘Iu their applicalion with greal inderest,

Open Land & Environment

This section deals with the presumption
againit the demolition of lisied struciures,
the presumption againstany proposal which
fails to preserve or enhance the character
or appearance of Conservation Areas and
the encouragement of the presenation or
enhancementof buildings of architectural
or historic interest not listed. [t also deals
with the protection of known archacologi-
cal sites.

These policies are warmly welesmad. A very
imporianl atpect of thix Sechion s the continua-
diam of the policy of reclaiming develici lend and
disuced urban land for industry, howsing and
eammeraal develpfoment,

The Council will undertake environmen-
tal improvements and will provide land-
scaping Lo create woodland, greenspace,
wildlife habitatand for amenity open space
on prominent sites throughoul the

borough.

We have wrilten fo the Counal to applmid this
policy and have asked them fo apply it fmmedi.
ately lo Lipton Mesdow,

Tha Estuarios

This section deals with policies framed 1o
protect both the Dee and Mersey estuarics
againstany developmentwhich would have
adetrimental effect on wildlife and nature
conservation interests. Regard will be paid
1o proposals which will enhance louwrism
and the recreational potential of the eviu-
aries amnd permission will not be given o
any development which would prejudice
the operation of commercial sea fisheries.

The proposals for the constrsction of a
Mersey barrage will be carefully evaluated,

We are ditappotnted (o niole that there {5 no
mention witkin thit seefiom of pouers which
would enable the Counsil fo reast quickly and
effectively agamst such problems ar the highly
commercinlited cockling activily which i am
remily being prarsuiad on the shores of the Diee to the
detriment of the estuary and the peace of these
people Bving nezrby.  We have ovitten 1o the
Council fo ask that the neseicary policy be in-
cluded i the LDF:

Copieyof ihe Uninry Development Plan ]
In all Wirral libearies aned I:-lﬁ?ﬂmﬂm

Barough

Chifices and in the af and ¥co-
romic Dmhpﬁ::mm Municipal mﬂ-.m?mlmt.
Wallascy, Copies may abo be purchased from the
Panning Deparoment price £20 each.

If any member wha examines the Pan has any
particular observations o make . please iell the
Secverary.

STOP PRESS ...

As we go to press a reply has been received
from the Department of Planning and
Economic Development in reply to our
T ments,
Housing Needs: The Department could
not support a reduction in the Swrategic
Guidance figure below 9500 new houses,
They do not agree with the Society's con-
tention that the policies covering the allo-
cation of land and the granting of planning
permission for housing i oo vague, They
say: "In terms of farmland there is only a
minimal amount of actively farmed land
outside the Green Belt. Consequently the
re-use of farmland deemed surplus by EEC
policies will have to conform to Green Belt
palicies.”
Urban Greenspace: There have been a
number of submisions mising concerns
about these policies as sated. They are
unlikely to be included in the deposit ver-
sion of the UDF in their eurrent form.
Options being considered include a re-
wised list of bocal greenspaces subject to a

mere protective policy or deletion of the
proposal as the Society suggests and reli
ance an a single fist,
Coclling: The Council's powers in this
matter are very limited. The National Biv
ers Autharily (Welsh Begion) is the Sea
Fisheries Commiltee for the Dee Fsuary
and has the responsibility of enforcang the
Iy-luws elating to the cockle fishery,

Wirral Counsil's anly "control” aver shell
fisherics is as landowner and part manager
ol the Dee Estuary 8851 and these respons-
balities ase outside the Planning AcL

The Department of Leisure Services &
Tourism has instigated a systemn of fore
shore vehicle access permits in an attempt
to control intensity of activity on the
foreshare.

—

ANNUAL
SUBSCRIPTIONS
NOW DUE

Unless paid by Standing Order or
through the CPRE all annual sub-
scriptionsare due forrenewalon |
January.

Cheques or postal orders for £4
“ should be made payable to The

Wirral Soclety and sent to Peter
Bowler, Hon. Treasurer, The
Wirral Society o /o Blease Lloyd &
Co., 56 Hamilton Street,
Birkenhead L41 5SHEZ.

{Those members who joined the
Society in the latter part of the year
willnot be expected to renew their
subscriptions until 1 January,

1994 ).
£

ANNUAL
|| GENERAL MEETING

The Society's consiilution states
that the annual general meeting
shall be held on a date decided by
the Executive Committee, Of late
this has been in November but a
number of logistical reasons has
forced its postponement to early
in the Mew Year,

All members will be notified of
the date and place as soon as ar-
rangements can be made.




BURNING ISSUE

Much kot air ey been expended over the past
eouple of years and fieree passions Aave been
rowsed overa proposal fo buald an tcnerator al
Lidston rokick td pereevale heat and eleclvic-
iy from furning waste

Each person living in Wirral produces over
one tonne of waste every year which we
expect the authorities to get rid of for ws.
They can do two things = burn it or bury it
Recycling the small fraction of the rubbash
that we put in our bins that is recyclable
would require us to subsdise it and, any-
way, the materials will only last for a couple
of oycles before becoming waste
permanently.

We should view our wastes a8 a resource
that it would be irresponsible to buryin the
ground. Much of it is packaging from food
aned other consumables which when it has
done itsvaluable job of preventing waste by
protecting and preserving i former con-
tentscan be put touse to generate heatand
power o keep us warm and operate all
those machines which have become essen-
tial o our modern lifestyle,

The plastic bottles that keep down the
price af coaking oils, detergents, cosmetics
and sooon may be thoughtofas having been
borrowed for a opcle or two from a natural
fuel, oil, and properly complete their life
oycle by becoming a fuel again. I does not
make anysense iobury themin the ground.

Burning wastes

There are several reasons why burning
wastes to recover the energy in them =
which is considerable — is beneficial to the
environment (or ‘green’ in modern par-
lance). Most of these reasons are con-
cerned with the owtput of ‘greenhouse’
gases.

The influential Watt Committes on En-
ergy has pointed cut that the great majority
«of municipal waste, by weight, is bicdegrad-
able and, therefore, part of the natural
carbon oycle, 1t follows thatifitis used aga
fuel very litlle carbon dioxide (CO_) is be-
ing pul into the ntmmphtrc—ihmul:l o
there anyway as part of the natural cyele,

Assuming that the energy recovered dis-
places some that would be obuined by
burning fossil fuels — which do add to the
st of natural CO, in the atmosphere
—this can only be beneficial, Now, ifwe add
s that the considerable amount of encrgy
spent ooy them o extract and refline therm
and transport them W the boiler, and that
the production and use of that energy will
have caused i quots of polludon, itwill be
F]

Ceof Loram, M.t E., M. WM., an Energy
from Waste and Waste Disposal Consultan, ira
member of the Saciety's Executive Commitise. For
the Bemefit of memberi we have aiked him to
explain the problem,

seen that wastes are indeed a 'green” fuel,

Another reason why burning waste is be-
nign is that in the alternative disposal
method - landfill = the bacteria which de-
compose the refuse soon use up the avail-
able oxygen and being no longer able o
convert the carbon to OO, convert it in-
sleac l:-::-CI-I‘m Methane. Methane is some
27 umes more harmiul than carbon diox-
ideas a"greenhouse’ gas. Even if the meth-
ane is extracted and wtilised, as it is at the
Bidston landfill, it is only possible to use
about half of it; the other hall will still go
into the atmosphere.

Why the fuss 7

50, why all the fuss and protest about the
Bidston Incinemtor Proposal? - After all,
countries such as Switzerland, Denmark,
Germany, the Netherlands and Sweden
which are regarded as being much more
environmentally conscious than the UK
have virtually banned landfill and regard
wastes asa resource from the energy should
be recovered.  Incinerators are built in
those countries in the cites - which is
where the waste 15 and where the energy is
needed, furich has two, Panis three large
ones, Copenhagen has one, so has Rotter
dam = the list 15 endless, Even London has
one and another under construction.

What's in the smoke 7

Protestors say they o not know what will be
coming out of the chimney, Buther Majes-
i's Inspectorate of Pollution will. The
major pollutants, sulphur, chlorine, nitrous
oxide and dust, will be constantly maoni-
toredand recorded. Theminar pollutants,
lead, cadmium, zine, mercury, arsenic and
dions, will be monitored periodicallyand
the emission of these substances is very
arrienly limited by EC legistation with which
incinerators fitled with modern flue gas-
cleaning equipment will have no difficulty
i eonforming.

It may be noted that the limits in the EC
legislation controlling the emissions from
power stations = which put out many thou-
sands of times the valume af flue gas put

out by incincrators — for eeelly the ame
poliutants are considerably less severel

Dioxins

The bogey word 'dioxins” has been ban-
died about, sometimes by people whodon't
even know what they are, They are not an
issue, They are a micro-pollutant that is
rigidly controlled (many consider toa n-
diculous degree) and should be viewed in
the same light as any other potlutant

Mo country considers dioxins emitted by
incinerabors (o be a health rsk aen eithoul
mg.

This rare bat ubigquitous substance (Man
hasbeen living with itever since he learnt to
use fire) has been shown 1o be as toxic (o
some labortory animals as the insecticide
parathion (that is, it isvery but not uniguely
toocic). Guinea pigs are very sensitive to it
but hamsters are almost 20 dmes less
sensilive,

Some quite extensive experimental re-
search in the USA indicated that humans
were considerably less sensitive (han ani-
mads. o fact, through industrial accidents
and handling herbicides many thousands
af peaple have been exposed to high levels
af dicxing without suffering any perma-
nent consequences,

Savaso 1976

Prabably the biggest exposure was aLSeveso
in 1976 when some 37,000 people were
exposed to considerable amounts, Yetonly
a relatively small number of them showed
transient eTeets such as the skin disorder
chlorucne (184 cases — 164 of them chil-
dren under the age of 15), headaches and
digestive upsets, Nolong-term effects s

as birth defects and chromosomal dnn&
have beenidentified, Earlierincdentshave
nol shown any deaths from cancer above
the normal rate,

Ta put the incinerator emissions inio
perspective a Danish professor caloulated
that all the incinerators in Denmark wotild
have to burn at full foad for 1,000 years 1o
product the amount of dioxins released in
the Seveso accident.

Chapter and verse

The dioxin debate has been chosed except
for an American or two who try to keep it
going for academic = dare one say commer-
cial? - peasons.

I anvorne wants chapter and verse on all
this I can provide it

I hope | have been able to show not only
that the Incinerator prnj:ct choes ol peoss
anysortofdanger butthat itis environmen-
tally heneficial and should be welcomed by
the people of Wirral,




HILL BARK: WHAT NOW ?

The Executive Commiltcewasdisappainted
that the planning application for convert-
inng Hall Bark inte a countryhouse hotel was
defeated at a mecting of the full Wirral
Councl despite being recommended for
approval by the planning sub-commitice
and the Council's planning officers.

Those who were so vociferously against
the plan scemed to have been grossly mis-
led, ill-informed and berelt of any sugges-
tien for a viable alternative use,

The OfMicers of the Socety examined the
plans, discussed their implications with the
would-be developer and visited the site,
The proposed extension which was abso-
lutely necessary 1o make the venture viable

s o, s was described in a prominent
ﬁr to one local newspaper, “an ugly
medern addition” nor would it have in-
creased the size of the house by fifty per
cent as was reported.

The extension would have increased the
size by less than twenty per cent and the
architect had bBeen al pains (o make sure
that i would tone in with the black and
white mock Tudor original. Moreover, it
would have been at the north end of the
house which is already disfigured by ugly
fire: escapes and almost out of sight from
the adjoining park,

Crier the course of the last eighteen
months the develaper had consulted all the
appropriate Council depastments - Estates,
Manning, Conscrvation, Building, Traffic,

anc! Leisure Services, All those officers
had recommended approval.

Aspecialist firm of traffic consultants had,
inconjunetion with the Borough Enginecr's
Department, advised on the efectsof extra
vehiclesand the proposed ear parkingwould
have been amaongst trees on a natural sur-
face = nol rmae =in an area unseen from
the park and house which, at the moment,
is totally overgrown and has long been
inaccessible.  The maximum amount of
Green Belt land at risk was less than pwo-
thirds of an acre. The Council's Trees
Officer had also welcomed the plan and
had identified trees which were dead or
dying and neceded removal.

The aspectolthe planwhich commended
itself most to the Sociery's officers was the
undertaking by the developer to restore all
fittings and decoration o their original
conditton wherever possible and spend a

loot of money undoing the alterations made
when the house was an old peoples’ home,

The proposed use would also have
browght the house into pubdlic use for the
first time since it was buily,

What will happen 1o it now? The oppo-
nents of the scheme have not come wp with
any constructve ideas. It has been re-
ported that upkeep is costing the Council
£ a month and that nearly £100,000
has been spent on the house since 1989,
That state of alfair canmot continue indel-
nitely so what is to become of this beautilul
Grade [l Listed building? We understand 1t
isnotinsured, 'Will itgo the same wayas the
vandalwrecked, Grade Il Listed chapels in
Flaybrick Hill Cemetery?

(For the record, the name of the howse is Hill Bark
(tur words), net Hillbark — Ed.)

* ¥ ¥

Flaybrick Cemetery chape! today:

Hill Bark tomorrow T
LATE NEWS:
A second Labour move to reinstate the
sale of Hill Bark to Dayglobe Leisure
for an hotel and leisure scheme was
defeated at a Wirral Council meeting,
The house will now be re-marketed on
the basis of the original planning brief
which limits the area of development
to the perimeter fence.

Those who care
for and enjoy
England’s
countryside
have noticed it
disappearing at
an alarming rate.
But what seems
to be happening
in front of our
eyes has not been
borne out by
Government
statistics.
CPRE's new
figures confirm
what most of

us have long
suspected — that
our countryside
is being steadily
eaten away

by new roads,
tourist
developments,
factories,
quarries and
house building
at a faster

rate than the
Government
claims.

NOW READ ON !

r !
The tree which moves some

to tears of joy is in the eyes of
others only a green thing that
stands in the way.

— Willtam Blake




THE LOST LAND

Since 1945 an area of English countryside
nearly the size of Derbyshire, County
Durham and Cheshire combined has been
lost to new roads, new factories, houses,
quarries and other developments,

Than iz the shocking conclugion reached
in a report called The Lost Lond compiled
and written for the CPRE by Geoffrey
Sinclair of Envirenment Information Serv
ices,

Current rates of urbanisation, he alleges,
are mare than double the rate claimed by
Covernment departments.

Theauthor claims that Gowernment eoun-
iryside and planning policies are based on
inaccurate statistics. Mo less than 14.9 per
centol England is mow wrbanised, a figure
much higher than any suggested by Gov-
crnment stalistics which have failed to ac-
covunt for a tolal arca of urbanisation equal
Lo Lhe size of Greater London.

The woosd |and stanstics issued by the For-
estry Commission are similarly unreliable.
Detiled analysisshows there hasbeen more
allorestation and more broadleal woosd-
laned boss than previously thought, Terrible
fosses of native woodland have occurred
due o forest clearance, conifer conversion
and urbanisation.

The total arca of England's farmland has
declined since 1945 by 445,000 hectares
(mare than 1, 100,00 acres).

The area of English moodand {rough
grazing land) hasfallen byasimilar amount.
The loss has mainly been 1o agricultural
Srmprovements” and alforestaton.

The unigue beauty of our upland areas,”
ways the report, "have frequently been re-
placed by fields and alien coniferous for-
ests, Although thisloss has mow been slowed
o a trickle it is essential that remaining
mocrland is properly managed and not
overgrazed.”

And new government figures are still
wrong, the report alleges, A new system of
recording land uge changes adopled in
1965 sull does nol provide an accurate
picture. For example, it shows a net lass in
the area of forestry and open land, com-
pletely going against Ggures from all other
sources (incleding the Forestry Commis-
sion) and contrary to what is known to be
happening.

If urbanisation continues al the current
rate, an arca of countryside the size of
Leicestershire, Northamptonshire and Bed-
fordshire combined will be lost by the mid-
die of the next century, By 2075 the total
urban arca would equal 18 Greater
Londons.

The CPRE s calling upon the Govern-
ment to recognise the significance of the
report and acknowledge Naws in the offi-
cial figures, 1o isuve revised guidance o
local authorities and undertake a {unda-
mental reviewof the sustainabality (in terms
oftheirimpacton the countryside) ol hous-
ing, transport and mineral policies, It is
also asking that data collection on and the
analysis of land use change be improved
and woodland protection be strengthened
and environmentally friendly foresiry en-
couraged.

The Wirral Society chairman, Reith
Davidson, comments: ‘Geollrey Sinclairand
the CPRE stafl are to be congratulated.
Such work shows the importance of CPRE
1o the work of contervancy as the profes
sional expertise needed to produce such a
document can only be provided by a very
large organisation.

Whilst this is extremely disturbing news
for England as a whole it reinforces the
belief of the Wirral Society that within our
own increasingly urbanised Wirral very
stromg measures are needed to ensure that
thisrate of urbanization isdrastically showed
and, if poasible, reversed.'

How much “Losl Land' tn Wereal 7

The 8-page repart can be obtained from
the CPRE price £10inc. P. & P. Cheques
and postal orders shauld be made out 1o
CIRE and addressed 1o The Lost Land,
CPRE, FREEPOST, London SW1 0BR.

In tandem with the publication of Tke Lost
Land the CPRE's new president, Jonathan
Dimbleby, has launched an appeal for
£50, ({8} towards the CPRE s on-going "Cam-
paign for the Countryside’.

Andy Wilson, CPRE's Scenior Policy
Campaigner (above), responsible for
the commissioning and publishing of
The Lost Land’ report, was shocked
by iis I'Lnrlings 1 honestly didn't ex-
pect our research to come up with
such alarming figures for how Eng-
land's land has changed' he said. 'Igi

amazing that successive Governmefits

have produced such inaccurate ac-
counts of the impact we have had on
our beamiful countryside. CPRE must
nowensure that ourreportis acknowl-
cdged and its conclusions properly

actedupon.’ (See page 7, column 3).

f."‘:
Avisitor stralling through the
noble woods of Ferney
complimented Voltaire on
the splendid growth of his
trees. "Ay", he replied, "they
have nothing elsetodo’, and
walked on without another
word.

-




MATTERS ARISING

The following ater has been receved from D,
Cle Tayler of Willasion:

[rear Editor,

Asa past member of the Committee of the
Wirral Seciety [ should like w congrawlate
you and the Sociely on its new journal
WIRRAL MATTERS.

However, | was disturbed by the tone of
onearticle in the Spring issue, namely "No
Way for Bikes'. Asa memberof the Cyclists’
Touring Clubs who have been pressing for
cvelists to use the Wirral Way ever since it
was opened 1 felt that your attitude o a
propozal by the Department of Leisure
Services that cycling should be allowed on
the bridleway was wholly negative,

First | should peint out that the word
@ iicvay isdefinedin Englandand Wales
a5t route for the use ofwalkers, cyelists and
horseriders whilst prohibiting cycliss, Ce-
casionally, during and im miediately follow-
ing rain, the horse-ride on the Way is un-
suitable for cyclists because of its bad state
bt most sections of iU at most tmes are
rideahle by cyelists. Under dry conditions
horse-ridersand oyelists should be compat-
ible ais they are on true bridleways.

Ine Gt the horseride on the Way is grossly
uniderused, especially following the decline
of horse-riding due to the recent depres
sion. During a traverse of modt of the Way
from Caldy to Willaston on a fine Sunday
last Autumn, my wife and [ counted only
three horses! Itseems unfair toreserve one
hallof the Way for such a small number of

’:el that the Society could make a pos-
tive contribution to the debate on the use
of the Wirral Way i they proposed that
cyclists be allowed o use the footpath and /
of hiorsesride as appropriate. Ifitis thought
to be necesary, waymarking for cyclists
could be intreduced at very little cost and
paris of the horse-ride could be adapted 1o
accommaodate cyclists.

It would be difficult, costly and unneces-
sy o create a new cycleway parallel to the
exisling wo routes on the Way, something
the Sociely seems to imply with its Ring of
Wirral proposals,

[ answer to your question “Should oy
clists be allowed on the Wirral Way:® the
answer is emphatically "yes”. [ should like
Lo see . commitment by the Society 1o this
el

Passing 1o an even more imporant envi-
ronmental mater, the Society is no doubt
aware of the proposed A550 Im provement

Scheme, from Queensferry to Howoon,
Many residents of Hooton and Willaston
are deeply concerned about the impact
that thisscheme would have on their imme-
diate surrcundings. An action commitiee,
South Wirral Against the Highway Exien-
sion (SWATHE), has been formed with the
object of forcing a public enquiry, ideally
leading o the adoption of cheaper and less
damaging schemes for routeing traffic be-
tween North Wales and Liverpool.

Letters are being sent by residents of
Hesoton and Willaston to our local M3, to
the Secretary of State for Transportand 1o
the Manchester division of the Department
of Transport,

[ hope the Wirral Society is coneerning
itself'with these new highway proposals. An
ohjection by the Society to the scheme
would be welcomed by those of us Iving in
the areas likely to be affected by it

Yours sincerely,
Colin Taylor

Food for thought

Of Wirral's 24 miles of coastline all but
5 miles are protected by encasement
in concreta or rock armour. The major-
ity of the remainder, Wimal's 'natural
coasting, Is protected by legisiation in
recognition of its biclogicalimportancn

The clay chiffs at Thursiasion ara
slowly eroding. Hihis is stopped In an
effort to ‘protect’ them what will aciu-
ally be protected? The land at the top
of tha cifl will be protected from further
afcsion, bl a bt more will ba de-
stioyed.  The clitfs will slump to a
stable slopa and vegatate over, result-
ingin a loss of the rare plant commu-
rities prasent (Bea Orchids, elc.). Tha
clifts will then cease to be clitfs but
bacoma grassy slopes encased in frock
AU,

I this whal we wani?

The impact of such protection goes
funther still. A coastthat ks aroding is
providing sedimant for anciher coast-
fna downstream. If tha emsion is
stopped then 50 is the sediment sup-
ply and so the next bit of coast starts 1o
eroda, "

In othar wonds attempls 1o stop erg-
sion usually only result in the move-
ment of the problom to somawhere
elsa, :

Adam King
Senior Range, Coast
Wirral Countryside Newsleitar

ALL THE BEST !

The Chief Planning Officers of
bothWirral Council and Ellesmere
Poriand Neston Councilswill each
be receiving a Christmas present
from The Wirral Society.

We are giving each of them a
copy of The Lost Land.

With the book will go our best
wishes, of course, but alse — and
more to the point - our hopes [or
the future.

The Executive Committee feels
strongly that this is a publication
which should be required reading
for all concerned with planning
and development matters—includ-
ing councillors on planning sub-
committees. But when we sug-
gested this we were told that the
financial constraints on spending
by council departments would not
allow for the purchase of such
extras. Hence our gift.

Among other things they will learn
that. ..

14-5“1"0 of England is now urbsine
iged.

Since 1945 the wotal urban acea has
grown by
?Dﬂ, 000 hectares,

The current rate of urbanisation is
11,000 hectares ayear (oranarca
nearly the size of Exeter, Norwichand
Uktord combined).

The votal area of England's farmland
has declined since 1945 by
445,“““ hectares = by far the
greater part of it to urban use. The
amount of moorland (rough grazing
land) in England has fallen by
440,000 hectares in the last 45
years. Thisisequivalent to 28% of the
tatal and is mainly due to agricultural
‘improvementsand alforestanon, The
upigque beauty and wildness of our
upland arcas have frequently been
replaced by fields and alien conifer-
ous forests.




STOP PRESS . ..

BURNING ISSUE
= page 4

As we goo to press 1L s reporied that an
independent survey made for Wirral Bor-
vuph Council an the revised proposals of
Fivbsrook Wasteandd Poweralleges thatthere
would be an increase rather than a reduc-
tiom in the landfill requirementsofwaste in
Wirral. Tobe profitable, sald a spokesman,
bie plant would need to burn 220,000 (ons
ayear and waste would have o be imported
1 Fullil this requircment.

Mare than 15,000 people in North Wirral
and Wallasey have signed a petition object-
ing o the project.

The Socicty's Executive Committee will
be seeking [urther information before
reaching a decision.

A public Inquiry will be held in Febniary,

More food II
for thought

Iimaging 1hat most people when
going round some histonc house
are overcome with the thought
that they walk upon floors, fouch
walts and doors, see galleries and
chambers which people genera-
tions back knew intimately . ..

But what is Britain, 1aken as a
whole, if #f is nol a great house
upon whase fleor our forbears in
their milkons have walked and
iooked and touched and laft their
mark? N i5 an hisloric housa.
Every acre has some secrel 10
reveal. Butlike all historic houses
it needs to be looked atter, cher-
ished, and permanent changes
made only after deep considera-
tien. The istand is our ane and
only enduring assat, our homa,
and there is nowhere else 1o go.
Mobady is going to rehouse us il
we Mmake 8 mess of this one.

Sk Calin Buchanan

farrmaer Prosident of the GPRE
i his book

No Way fo the Alrport
{Longman 1581)

THE OFFICERS AND EXECUTIVE CGMMITTEE;
WISH ALL MEMBERS
A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS
&
A TROUBLE-FREE NEW YEAR

A'WORD TO NON-MEMBERS . . .

There are many thousands of people in
Wirralwho take pleasurein the countryside
for recreation; many more who mercly
desire a pleasant place in which to live.

The Wirral Peninsula, we believe, fulfils
bath criteria but we also realise that such a
uniguee place needs protecting.

On 22 May [928 a public meeting was
called at St Michael's Church Institute,
Clarghton, o organise action (o protect
Wirral from disfigurementor injury’. That
led o the formation of The Wirral Society
artel we have been active ever since in pur-
suit of that aim,

The Socicty is afliliated to the national
conservation body, The Council for the
Preservation of Rural England (the lamous
CPRE) and, uniquely, we alsa fulfil the role
of Wirral District Committee of the
Cheshire Area of the CPRE.

m&;ﬁ:q';ﬂufuﬁm Commilles meets
once & month (currently in The 5t John
Church Centre, Meols) todiscuss planning
applicationswhich may affect Wirral's her-
itage, including threats to the Green Belt,
open spaces, old buildings and wildiife.

This work depends 1o a very large extent

Clavis'

Maols

Whest Rirksy
Wirral L4828 EDB

Mama;

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
Eric Sanné, Hon. Secretary, Tha Wirral Socwty

* | wish to apply for membership of The Wirral Society and enclose my chaqual
P.O. for £4.00 by way of annual subscription.
or

* | wizh to-apply for joint membarship of The Wiral Soclety and the CPRE and
anciose my chequa'P.O. har £15.0:0,

on feedback from members who act as the
eves and ears of the Socety and who oo
stantly watch for such threats in their local
communiky.

Two annual meectings of members arc
held = the first in summer at a plac
interest in Wirral, the second is :ul:i
{or, sometmes, a litle later) when the
annual formal business is conducted and a
guest speaker i invited.

Our news=style printed newsletter =
WIERAL MATTERS - is sent Lo all mem-
bers, plafining officers, councillors of both
Wirraland Ellesmerc Portand Neston couns
cils local Members of Parliament, the local
pressand others who might be interexted,
four times & year.

Most of Wirral's villages have an amernity
or conscrvation society and many are affil-
ated 1o the Wirral Soiety and send a del-
egthe o our Commiltes Meetings.

Ciur annual subscription is deliberatcly
ket low and is currcntly only £4 a year - for
it goves without su.pngﬂui the more mem-
bers we have the more inflluential we
became.

You'll fine an Application for Mm’
ship form below. We look forward o hear
ing from you,
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