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BUY ONE -
GET TWO FREE!

THAT was the anbeatable offer we made to members
with the notification of oor 71st Annual General Meeting.
Buy a delivions hot-pot supper at £6.25 and enjoy not anly
the AGM bui alse another lascinating Victor Smith
Memaorial Leciure.

It was an offer that members rapldly snapped up. Over
the past fow years oor AGM attendances have been no
more than 30-35 {and on one ograsion it was in the low
twenties) but this time, in view of the attraction of the
Victor Smith lecture, we estimated 50-60, But that estimate
wis soon surpassed and the requests and cheques
continwed to pop through the letter-box of our Programme
Secretary, Lillian Potter, by every post. Every day she had
to telephone the Heatberlands Courd restanrant to ask
andously *Can you manage another two (or four or sy or -
whatever) 7 The most the restanrant has catered for in the
past had been 95, they said - bat ‘no problem’. The final
attendance was a record, heart-warming 102 [almost
double lasi year's) which, we imagine, may well have been
the largest attendance at tht Society AGM since it was
founded In 1928,

Ll

Before the commencement of the meeting Rod Tann, the
acting Chairman, spoke of the tragic loss of both Lord
Leverholme, our President. and Keith Davidson, oor
Chairman, and invited all present to stand for a few
maments in silent tribute,

The Yictor Smith Lecture was once again given by that
mest knowledgeable Wirral hstorlan {(and member of the
Executive Cominittes) Elcraboth Davey who, of course, was
also the speaker at last year's AGM. There seems to be no
end Lo the aspects of Wirral's past Ufe on which Elizabeth
citt speak informatively and she comes armed with a
splendid collection of slides to {llustrate her points. This
tieng, the eye-catching tithe of her talk was Farmers, Fishermen
amd  Alefises which proved to be an explanatory and
fascinating commentary on how life on the peninsula
changed from masdieval o Victorian times,

(HAIRMAN'S ANNUAL REPORT

The Charman's Annual Report was given by Rod Tann.
He spoke of the planning issues with which the Society had
been concémed over the past year and, in particular, with
the protiferation of telscommunications masts. This & nota
problem peculiar to Wirral and but ore which the Soceety
believes shoubd be addressed nationally and a- proper
co-ordinated siting strategy should be devised. Unbil that
happens, we can anly be vigilant and try to sec thal masts
are sited where they do the least visual damage

Hoolon bangars
The campaign to save Heoton's historic hangars was a
SEHCESs, They are now listed buildings and the hope is they

will eventually house a Morthern Adrcraft Muséum.

Shotwick Road development plan

It is disappointing that there has been a revival of effors
by the Welsh Development Agency to develop a large area
of high grade agricultural land at Sealand for industry. We
had hoped that the success in stopping this development
some years ago would have killed this proposal for all time.,
The proposals have evoked much opposition from many
organisations including CPRE Cheshire Branch and
Cheshire County Cooncil

Ro-fo Termmad & Twdve Quays

The Society lent ils voioo b the mounling opposition 1o
the presentconfiguration of the Mersey Docks and Harbour
Company’s proposals for a roll-off roll-on erminal for the
Irish traffic which, if allowed to proceed as planned, would
deny public access (o the riverside al that point and thuos
impinge opon the best view of Liverpool's famous Pier
Hleud,

We have given our support to the vigorous campaign
organiséd by Mr Graham Handley of Upton to have’ the
plans amended and ane most grateful to him for his efforts.

Bidsions Lighshrume:
We are pleased that our efforts as part of a team approach to
refurbish and find a use for the historic lighthouse adjacent

o Bidston Observatory has met with success,



Wirral Society Schooks Award

Wewere delighted that this year saw the establishment of
our Wirral Society Schools Award. This was a cherished
Idea of our late Chalrman, Kelth Davidson, and fis aim s to
encourage an awareness of and interest in the environment
by children at an early age.

The first winners are Grove Streel Primary School, New
Ferry, for outstanding environmental improvements made
by the pupils and staff both to their school and locla
environment under the guidance of their Headteacher, Mrs
N Little,

The award took the form of a framed Certificate and

chegue for £250,
(ther Maters

* We are pieased to be able to report that Wirral Council
had declared its inlention to maintain Wirral’s Green Belt as
it is delineated at the moment.
* We hope to expand our sources of information by closer
links with organisations such as the Wirral Green Belt
Council, Cheshire Conservation Trusl and  the Local
Agends 21 Forum. To this end, we would very much like to
lear from any member or membars who might be willing to
mepresent the Society at meetings of one or other of these
organisations.
We also hope that olher local sociotios and organisations
with an interest in profocting their local environment and
that of ¥Wirral in gemeral will accupt our oft repeated
invitation 1o send 8 represenfative to the Executive
Committes, as provided for in our Constitubion. r
# Clr Soclety wobsite 15 now well established and our
ﬂlanks{g::‘tn Mirk Lauro for setting it up and developing it,
* The Sncipty meveds to b mare pro-active by nadertaking
directly Initiatives which go loward improving the Wirral
cnvironment {like litter clearance schemes, tree planting etc)
or, indirectly, as was done in 1965 with the publication of a
bocklet entitled A Cautionary Giide, Theugh some telling
Eh.ﬂlﬁgtaphs. drew attention to some of the less attractive

abures of the Wirral Peninsula which, without incurring
much work or expense, could be improved. Tt was very
well reveived and we think the time is ripe for a new
up-to-date issu,
+ We are delighted with the success ef the Viclor Smith
Memorial Lectures. Each one has attracted a full house and
we must thank Wallasey Golf Club for so generowsly
allowing us to make use of their excellent premises.

New President
We have been giving much thought as to who might be
invitod to succond the late Lord Loverhulme as the Society's
president. [t is hoped that we will be able to pul a name
before you at the nexl Annual General Meeting,
Executive onmitter
+ Thanks are due to all members of the Executive
Commitiee for their hard work during the year.  In
particular, we are most grateful to Geoff Loram, our
Flanring Liasion (Mficer, for all he has done b Lillian
Fotter for so efficiently arranging the Victor Smith
Memorial Lectures and, of course, this hotpot supper; to
Alan Brack for editing and producing Wirral Matters and to
Audrey Platt for soconscientiously performing the duties of
Membership Secrotary.
1 mvust congratulate our Secretary, Enc Sanné on. the
marvallous work he has done as C Chairman of the
Cheshire Branh of CPRE despite ng several bots of
ill health and, as ever, we an: most grateful to Peler Bowler
who, uncomplaingly, ¢arries on, vear afier year, as our
Henorary Treasurer, Somehow, he manages 1o find time
fior us diepite being a very busy Chartered Accountant,
Ron Tamn
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OFFICERS AND
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
2000 - 2001

The Officers and Executive Committee for the
ensuing year will be -

President : Vacant
Vice Prosidonts :-C L. Bibbwy, Fsg., P.L Jones, Esqg.,
Chairenan ; Bod Tann
Vice-Chairman @ Teery Edgar
Hom, Secretary : Eric Sannd
Han Treasurer @ Pater Bowler
Membership Secretary : Audrey Flatt
Planning Liaisen Officer : Geofl Loram
Fress and Publicity Officer : Alan Brack
Education Cficer ; Vacank
Programme Secrelary : Dr. Lillian Potter
Website Officer : Nick Laurc
Representing Wallasey

Civic Seciety : Terry Edgir and Joy Hockey
Westminster Tenants’

Support Group : Fat Blackmore
Hoylake Civic Socely

and Hoylake Heritage Group ; Elizabeth Eavey
Beanor Road Residents”

Association : Dr. Lillian Potter
Additional Member : Diana Lane

BRITAIN'S FINEST
DOLE OFFICE

That's what the wags called i, anyway, The Prioey, in
Meols Drive, Hoviake, is a splendid and spacious, black
and white, nec-Tudor house which served for many years
as a rathér saperior employment exchange and, more
recently, as Hoylake's Job Centre:

The Job Centre has now moved inte the former,
refurbishod, Hovlake Town Hall, and swhen that happendaed
The Priory was pof up for sale. 1t has been acquired by a
developer but, at the ime of going 10 pross, exsctly what he
plans o do with it is nol known,

'The Priory was built in 1901 for Lord Stanley of Alderioy.
It was later occupied by William Holt (of the: Biue Funne
Liney and members of the Holt famdly who oocupied the
house until the outbreak of World War Tl when it became an
army mecrulting office. In 1930 it was nequisitiomed by the
Government for wee by the American ferces. In 1950 it
became a Mabional Insurince office and subsequently an
Eniployment Exchange,

This handsome black and white house overiooks-at the
rear the Royal Liverpoo! Golf Club links and is adpeent to
the Conservation Arca. While many will mourmn its passing
and consider a block of modern flats & far less aesthetic
replacement there was litthe that could be done, The honse,
after 60 yoars as a public building, was no losger likely to
atiracta buyer wanting to live in itand because of the many
internal alterations down the yvears it was nol considensd

worthy of listing,.




THE 20-YEAR PLAN

In the wake of the much-trumpebed establishment of the
Scottish and Welsh Assemblies the Regional Assem biies for
England seem to have arrived in their stockinged feet.
Many people, even now, dom't seem o know of thedr
existence or what they do or what their powers may be,
Bot endst they do though it must be admitted that withait
some research we cannot offer much enlightenment on
when thiry mect, where they mecet, who the members are or
what they get up to.

But pner thing the Nortly West Regional Assembly has
done i o issue an Bl-page Draft REegional Plannmg
Guidance for Incal authorities in the North West
Under the title People, Places andf Prosperity, the draft guide
aims to bring up to date some guidelines first drawn up in
1996, Since they are fell to be in need of amendment after
only four years il seems o brave move to say that this
revised version will have a life of 20years once it is finalised,

At ils September meeting the Executive Commitioe was
pleased to receivie a visit from Richaed Lewis, o sendor
planning officer from Wirral Borough Council, who kindly
accepied an invitation to enlighten members about the mew
puidelines,

I bricd, the new Guidelines com prise a strategy which ;

= establishes 4 broad framework for the preparaton of
Devolopment Plans by Iocal authorities in the Morth West
* Incorperates a regional transport stritegy for tocal
transport plans.

* eots out & regional approach to waste management.

* provides a Jonperm planning framework for the
WWIDA'S regional strategy. i

It also takes into account the need for soclal progress
which recognises the nessds of everyone and the need for
effective protection of the environment. [t advocates the
prodent use of patural resources, the maintenance of high
and stable lovels of cconomic growth and employment. In
support of thest aims it lists the three key principles as
being economy in the use of land, enhancement of existing
etviranmaental, social and economic capital and achieving
guality in pew development,

The momre detailed objectives identify o number of
Priority Hegeneration Areas, including Liverpool City
centre, and call for new warehousing and distribution
developments o make the bost use of the rail network to
avoid unnecessany movement of goods by road. 1t also
sitid to protect and enhance town centres by encouraging
divelopment within or an the sdge of existing contres. “The
expansion of existing out-of-town centres {like the Trafford
Ceenire arvd Cheshire Oaks) is to be nesisted,

Space does not allow for summarising all the proposals
but they include a requirement that development plans
should take inlo account health, education and other social
corsiderations, they should also be required to promote the
creation and enhancement of urban greenspace, a target of
a 15% increase in the region’s tree cover by 2000 and thi
{very Umely) avoidance of development which would
sulffer from er cause flood risk, \

The Society has been inviled by the Assembly to take part
in pulblic consultation. Al this stage wie will be represented
by CPRE but will be availabe to contribute further, if
resquined,

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS
DUE

Unless: paid by Standing Order or through
CFRE, all annpal sulscriplions are due for
rerewial on 1si January. ues or postal
grders for £5,00 should be made payable to The
Wirral Sociely and senl 1o :-

The Membsership Secoctary
Mirs Audrey Platt
21 Latchford Road
Gayion Wirral
60 3HN

For Joimt membership of  both The Wirral
Society and CI'EE (anmnual 5ubm£gl:ian E£17.50)

cheques should be macde out to RE and sent
directly to -
CFPRE
Mmhﬂmhlﬁa tment
15 Bockingham Palace Road
London SWIW 0FP
(Those members iho joined the 5 for the Letter

part of Bie year will not be expected fo renew their
stubseripttons wntd 15! Janory next year).

News from CPRE Cheshire Branch

In thie current pewsletter of CPRE Cheshine Branch the
County Chairman Eric Sanné {aka Wirral Soclety HonSec)
wriles of coming across the first branch annual report for
the year 1931-2. The then Duchess of Westminster had
graciously consented to be the branch president and the list
of committee members contained many  distinguished
namis, The subscription vwas One Guinea (£1.05).

At the branch annual general meeting thal year the
following resolution has been carried:

“That thizs meecting, recopgniving  the beauty of the
countryside o be s hesitage of spiritual value, pledges itself
to support the movement for probecting the County and for
promoting seemlingss in modemn development”

Lager in the report it states:

*The branch cannotcarry oul its work affectively without
further financial assistance and weuld appeal to all (hose
who vilue the Choshire County to become a member”,

‘Weed T say more!” exclaimed Eric. “Nearly 70 years on
things haven't changed one bit".  The Cheshine Branch
continues io work under great financial straits. Our work is
increasing month by month 45 wi become activeldy invelved
in planning proposals and transport schemes which we
believe would be, in one way or another, detrimental to the
Cheshire environment.

‘Bot it takes money and the Branch needs more help -
both financially and actively. In shorl, we urgently need to
increase our membership, It & healthy encugh but when
one considers the size of Cheshire's population there is
ample soope for improvement.”

Vitally important planning battles are stll being fought
in the county, he pointed oul The Welsh Development

is atlempting to turn valuable Grade 2 agricultural
land on the boundartes of Burton and Puddington villages
into a huge industrial estabe.

Al the recent Public Inguiry CPRE voiced their strong
oppasition. ‘It was an expemive exercise” declared Enic *bul
it had to be done.’
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LET THERE BE LIGHT

It is pleasing lo see that all three
Wirral lighthomses have ememzed from
years of darkness. Leasowe Lighthonse
i5 aloeady floodlit nightly while
Bidston and New Brighton have been
ilnminated as part of the Mill.mu.ium
celebrations. e

BIDSTON LIGHTHOUSE

We have previously reported the Society’s concern at the
deteriorating condition of Bidston Lighthouse but now it
appears to have been saved. For that we have to thank
Wirral Council which has now resched an agreemont for
leasing the lighthouse from the Mational Envirenment
Research Council {of which the erstwhile observatory -
now the Proundman Oceanographic Laboratory - is a part).

We also have 1o thank the popils of Hilbre High School.
Their award-winning lighting scheme (in a Milleanium
Festival compelidon} using a wind-powered generator saw
the lighthouse lit up for the first time since it was
extinguished in July 1908, The light, of course, has not the
power to shine miles oat (o sea but is nevertheless a viery
pleasing sight, bwill stay lit bebween the howrs of dpot and
10pan wntil this end of this Millnnium Year, It caneasily be
seen from the M33 approaching Junction 1.

During Aupust and September the lighthouse was
opened to the public for inspaction in groups of no moe
than 25. There was an anthusiastic response and it is hopad
this can be repeated next year.

NEW BRIGHTON LIGHTHOUSE

It was pleasing, too, to soe a light shining again in Tow
Brighton liphthouse for the first time since 1973 when the
opening of the radar station at Seaforth Dock made |t
obsalete,

‘The lighthouse was a star of 2 light, laser and music show
as part of the year-long River of Light Milleonium Festival.
Druring the show messages were beamed from the former
navigation aid al the mouth of the Mersey and Lhe names of
the 170 prople who lost their lives in the sinking of the
Ocean Monarch in Liverpool Bay almost 250 years ago were
flasted in Morse Code from the top of the 90 foot high
lighthouse,

The Ocean Bay was an American ship carrying 358
emigrants out of Liverpool. Just six hours inte the voyage
tragedy struck when a fire broke oul, caused by a passenger
wiho mistook a veniilstion shalt fora chimney Aue.

It spoms that the importance of the kighthouss, both to
New Brighton and the Mersey scene generally, has fimally
boen recopnised. As part of the regencration scheme for
New Brighton the lighthouse s to undergo a £116,000
refurbishment. External renovation and the installation of
architectural and feature ighting will make the lighthouse

THE W. VICTOR SMITH LECTURE

If ever a man had enthusissm for his sulject it was My
Graham Fisher who gave the last of the year's Victor
Smith Lectures in Wallasey Golf Club on a miserable wel
night in November, His subject was Victorfan Fanfusies
and his total admiration for the achievements of Victorian
engineers, architecls and railway builders almost aozed
out of his pores.

With two carowsels of splendid slides he demonstrated
how the years of Cueen Victoria's reign was not the
fuddy-duddy era it {5 often madi out to be. He showed
us; by way of demonstration, some of the mighty foats of
enginsening and architecture which we now take for
granted but which were - and shill ane - astonishing
achievements, He instanced the building of the Houses of
Parliament, Liverpool's 5t George's Hall and the other
fine Victorian build ings in the city, the country’s imposing
Town Halls {particularly those in the north of England),
the erection of the many magnificent bridges and viaducts
for the burgeoning raitway system, the cutting of the
canals, the building of great steamships and the famons
locomotives. He gave example after example and by the
end of his talk his audience certainly shaned his feelings.

The heart-warming response to all the Victor Smith
Lectures which have brought about a full house each time
his been most gratifying o the Commiltee and, in
particular, to D Lillian Polter who not only made all the
arrangements for the speakers but also fotnd the vene.

Wallasey Golf Club has proved to be the ideal place. Tt
is wasy to pet at, has a large car-park and a comforiable
room in which the talks are held. We would like to take
this opportunity of sincerely thanking the Caplun,
officars and members of the club for their penerous
hospitality.

This year wo held ¢xtra lechires by way of a Millenniom
celebration.  Nisd year theee will be two, both in the

and, of codrse, there will also be a talk following
the Anmnual General Meeting and Hot-Fot Suppser.

THE POWER OF THE WIE

Nick Lauro, the Society’s web master, has
recedved  an e-mail message from an
rfing lady in Tasmania whe
logged on to the Wirral Seciety website. Il
immediately rang a bell. Didn't her ancle
come from d fn Wirral 7
1 wonder if anvone can help ?

HAS ANYONE ANY INFORMATION
ON MESIONARY HOUSES AT THE BEGINKING
OF THE LAST CENTURY? MY UNCLE WAL A
MESIONAKRY N CHINA AT THAT TIME _ANY
HELP WITH THE MATTER WOLULD BE
AFPHECIATED, HE WaS FROM THE
BIRKENHEAD AREA TUT WE HAVE NO IDEA
WHERE THE MAIN MESIONARY HIOUSE Was.
1f anyone knows the answer or can help the lady
in any way her name and address is:
Patricia Valetic, 38 Powell Road, Blackmans Bay
Tasmania 7052 Australia
If you can reply by esmail the address s

a landmark once again. <belgseEtasmail.com=>
Faliver Alan Mrwrk, £7 Uipon Toead, Clmsghios, Wiersd CHO ST Tl Fae: 157 42 85
¥, Secrwimry; rie Swnd, 9 Meots Drive, West Kby, Wirrsl CHSE ST TebFan: 0151 651301 www. wirralsochety 13.couk

4 Fplmim (T conpisder Feintiny Tel T C5E 625 7509



