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BUY ONE -
GET TWO FREE!

THAT was the anbeatable offer we made to members
with the notification of oor 71st Annual General Meeting.
Buy a delivions hot-pot supper at £6.25 and enjoy not anly
the AGM bui alse another lascinating Victor Smith
Memaorial Leciure.

It was an offer that members rapldly snapped up. Over
the past fow years oor AGM attendances have been no
more than 30-35 {and on one ograsion it was in the low
twenties) but this time, in view of the attraction of the
Victor Smith lecture, we estimated 50-60, But that estimate
wis soon surpassed and the requests and cheques
continwed to pop through the letter-box of our Programme
Secretary, Lillian Potter, by every post. Every day she had
to telephone the Heatberlands Courd restanrant to ask
andously *Can you manage another two (or four or sy or -
whatever) 7 The most the restanrant has catered for in the
past had been 95, they said - bat ‘no problem’. The final
attendance was a record, heart-warming 102 [almost
double lasi year's) which, we imagine, may well have been
the largest attendance at tht Society AGM since it was
founded In 1928,
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Before the commencement of the meeting Rod Tann, the
acting Chairman, spoke of the tragic loss of both Lord
Leverholme, our President. and Keith Davidson, oor
Chairman, and invited all present to stand for a few
maments in silent tribute,

The Yictor Smith Lecture was once again given by that
mest knowledgeable Wirral hstorlan {(and member of the
Executive Cominittes) Elcraboth Davey who, of course, was
also the speaker at last year's AGM. There seems to be no
end Lo the aspects of Wirral's past Ufe on which Elizabeth
citt speak informatively and she comes armed with a
splendid collection of slides to {llustrate her points. This
tieng, the eye-catching tithe of her talk was Farmers, Fishermen
amd  Alefises which proved to be an explanatory and
fascinating commentary on how life on the peninsula
changed from masdieval o Victorian times,

(HAIRMAN'S ANNUAL REPORT

The Charman's Annual Report was given by Rod Tann.
He spoke of the planning issues with which the Society had
been concémed over the past year and, in particular, with
the protiferation of telscommunications masts. This & nota
problem peculiar to Wirral and but ore which the Soceety
believes shoubd be addressed nationally and a- proper
co-ordinated siting strategy should be devised. Unbil that
happens, we can anly be vigilant and try to sec thal masts
are sited where they do the least visual damage

Hoolon bangars
The campaign to save Heoton's historic hangars was a
SEHCESs, They are now listed buildings and the hope is they

will eventually house a Morthern Adrcraft Muséum.

Shotwick Road development plan

It is disappointing that there has been a revival of effors
by the Welsh Development Agency to develop a large area
of high grade agricultural land at Sealand for industry. We
had hoped that the success in stopping this development
some years ago would have killed this proposal for all time.,
The proposals have evoked much opposition from many
organisations including CPRE Cheshire Branch and
Cheshire County Cooncil

Ro-fo Termmad & Twdve Quays

The Society lent ils voioo b the mounling opposition 1o
the presentconfiguration of the Mersey Docks and Harbour
Company’s proposals for a roll-off roll-on erminal for the
Irish traffic which, if allowed to proceed as planned, would
deny public access (o the riverside al that point and thuos
impinge opon the best view of Liverpool's famous Pier
Hleud,

We have given our support to the vigorous campaign
organiséd by Mr Graham Handley of Upton to have’ the
plans amended and ane most grateful to him for his efforts.

Bidsions Lighshrume:
We are pleased that our efforts as part of a team approach to
refurbish and find a use for the historic lighthouse adjacent

o Bidston Observatory has met with success,












