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A Year to
Remember

This issue of Wirral Matters almost brings to an end the
year-long celebration of our 75th Anniversary. Almost - but
not quite. Our unique art exhibition in the Williamson Art
Gallery, of palntings by local artists of Wirral scenes over the
past 75 years, was due to cose at the end of last month
but since It has proved to be very popular, its run has been
extended to the end of Febreary.  So, if you havenT seen
it already or want to have a second look, there |5 still tme.
Don't keep the news o yoursell, tell your friends.

The year's special functions, too, have all been a gratify-
Ing success but there is still one other important event left
te conclude the programme - albelt in the New Year.,

As a long-lasting and, we believe, highly appropriate
reminder of our anniversary, the Executive Committee has
Invited the Soclety’s President Professor John Tarn, to wield
a spade and plant a tree in Flaybrick Memorial Gardens on
Monday 12 lanuary 2004 at 11am. All members are invited
to join in this auspicious moment. A suitable plaque to mark
the occasion will be unvelled and afterwards we shall ad-
joumn to the cafe at Tam O'Shanter Urban Farm, just across
the road, for coffee,

The tree to be planted is a European Hop-Hombeam
{Ostrya carpinifolia). A hardy, handsome, deciduous tree it
has a broad crown of dark glossy oval leaves which are pale
underneath, Its fruit is a hanging, hop-like, bunch of about
fiteen bladders, each containing a nutiet. When mature,
these bunches, spread through the crown and, shining
greenish-white, make a fine sight in summer and autumn.
The tree will eventually reach a height of 60 feet,

Those of you who attended the AGM and
heard John Moffat's fascinating talic will
reecall that John told us how Flaybrick Cem-
ctery (as it was originally) was lald out on
the site of a former stane quarry by Ed-
ward Kemp, the Superintendent of Birkcen-
head Park and a former assistant to the
legendary Joseph Paxton, It was opened
in 1864 and a prominent feature of the
lay-out was the number of trees planted,
Mow, nearly one and & half centuries later,
they form an Impressive arboretum. In the
number of trees and different species it
can boast of being second only to Ness
Gardens.

Johin, the Founder and Secretary of the
Friends of Flaybrick, explained: "There are.
around 150 different species with & good
range of holly and yew. We can also boast
of having one of the finest Caucasian Lime
tFees - It is certainly the one with the

largest girth - of any in the country. Our curment project s
to augment the avenues of Sorbus (Mountain Ash) and
Prunus {Cherry).

The Friends and the Flaybrick Ranger, Hic Harding, were
only too pleased to be able to provide a sultable site for our
special tree.

Tt will be planted near the chapel (soen to be restored],
close to the Boundary Road entrance, right opposite Tam
O'Shanter Farm.

Flaybrick is now closed for burials - except into existing
- and there & a scheme wherely rees (with memonial
plagues) can be planted in place of erecting tombstones.

Boundary Road, crosses Upton Road, on the Claughton
side of Bidston Ml Foliow the sign to Tam O'Shanter Farm.
Entrance to Flaybrick ls immediately opposite the farm,

> Extended by
- Public Demand

Right from the outset, we thought that an exhibition of
paintings, taken from the Williamson At Gallery's reserve
stock, depicting scenes of Wirral, done over the 75 years we
have been in existence, would be popular. And so it has
proved to be. In fact, Colin Simpson, Wimal Council’s
Principal Museurmns Officer, has now decided that the show
should go on untll the end of February,

‘What has Intrigued those folk who have already seen it is
the way some things have changed and, in particular, the
way some things have not.

The picture which lmmediately catches
the eye on entering the galery is a most
striking painting of Cammell Laird's cranes
lsoming over the rooftops of Tranmere.
The picture was painted in 1964 when the
shipyard was still a golng concern. At the
end of last month, of course, those cranes
were demolished.

The picture is the work of Philip H, Smith
who trained at The Royal College of Art and
‘whose career was spent teaching at The
Wallasey School of Art,

The painters represented are a mix of
full-time professionals, career art teachers
and tajented amateurs S0 the standard is
‘high. The professionals include Albert Ri-
chards (‘the most important artist in the
‘show” declares our resident art critic) who



lived from 1919 to 1945 and, during WWII he was an official
war artist.  He trained at Wallasey Art Schoel and the Royal
College of Art under John Mash. His oil painting, A Search-
light Battery, 1942, is on loan from the Imperial War Muse-
(1] 8

The well-known Birkenhead artist, Willlam C. Penn (1877-
1968} is represented by a watercodour of Caroline Place
where he lived, done in 1936. He was born In London and
his main fortéd was portralture and still life, He was a
member of the Royal Society of Fortrait Painters and during
the last war he was awarded a Military Cross,

A splendld paintng of Birkenfiead Town Hall, 1950 s the
wark of Allan P, Tankard who lived in Wallasey and taught
at Liverpool College of Art. He is particularly well known for
his topographical paintings of Liverpoc| City centre,

An etching, Hot Ples, 1983, by Birkenhead-born Geoffray
Yeomans, Head of Fine Art at Nuneaton College of Art, Is a
foretaste of a major retrospective exhibition of his work at
The Willlamson next year,

No exhibition  of Wirral paintings woild be complébe
without examples of the work of George Thompsan who
came ta live in Wirral some years ago from Chester after (he
once said) 'painting everything in Chester that’s possible to
paint,” Most peaple will be familiar with his paintings of local
SCEnes on calendars, cards and In magazines. This IS your
chance to see the real thing. Threa of his works are on
show. He 5 also a member of the Seciety.

These motes are just a taster of what can be seen, There
are over 40 paintings en view and a free catalsgue Is
avallable Inside the gallery. And when you have seen the
Exhibktion spend some time looking around at what else The

Wilkamson Art Gallery and Museum (its full title) has bu'-

offer. Youl find it well worthivhile,

Annual General
Meeting

There was, as we have now come to expect, a full house

for the Annual General Meeting which was held at The
Heatherland Court Restaurant, on the 7 October,
any significance, we wander, in the fact that most members
talk about ‘going to the hot-pot'? Perish the thought!

It was, of course, an AGM which came tewards the end of
our 75th year of and from that standpoint it assumed a little
more importance. It was also preceded by a Special General
Maeting which was called to iron out a few anomalies in the
Sodety's Constitution which had been wrought by the pas-
sage of time:

The lecture which followed the food was on “The Astrono-
mers of Wirral' given by John Moffat, a keen star watcher
himself. His fascinating talk certainly surprised his
listeners who had no ldea that, despite the presence of a
great Observatory on Bidston Hill, the peninsula has so
many celestial celebrities.

Oh, yes. The hot-pot supper and apple- cake dessert were

well v ba standard, too,

The Societys President, Professor John Tarn, took the
El‘lﬂir,

Is there

The Soclety Chalrman Rod Tann, In his Annual Report,
spoke of the special events which have marked our anniver-
sary celebrations. The Anniversary Dinner held 75 years to
the day after the first meeting was held in 5t, Michael's
Institute, Clauvghton, proved to be a most enjoyable acca-
sion, marked by a congratulatory letter from The Duke of
Edinburgh writing from Sandringham. 1t also brought, among
others, greetings frem the President of CPRE, Sir Max Hastings

Planning

Speaking about the day-to-day work of the Executive
Committee, the Chairman highlighted the detaifed response
given to the request from Wirral Hetropolitan Berough Coun-
cil for comments on their review of the Wirral Unitary Devel-
opment Man, For this we were grateful for the analysis and
professional experience of John Wesencraft,

Consideration of planning applications occuples a lot of the
Cammittes's Hme., Wirral continues to receive applications
for new telephone masts and, of particular concern, Is that
the replacement emergency. service masts are being erected
in vartous places In the Grean Baelt and elsewhere without
permission,  The Socety tries to take a realistic attitude,
recognising the popularity and need for mobile telephone
communication. However, wa continue to make represanta-
tions against applications which affect the surroundings,
such as on listed bulldings or in the Green Beit,

Perhaps the largest applicatien te be made for housing
developiment In the peninsula In recent tmes was that made
by Redrow {which, last year bullt an extensive development
at Fender Farm, Moreton} was for some 420 houses on a site
at Ledsham Road, Ellesmere Port. Again, we are indebted to
John Wesencraft who, with Lillian Potter, visited the site and
Inspected the plans and lodged a comprehensive objection to
H'lusd:tnte

The Socisty supported the Hoylake Civic Society in oppos-

Ing ‘tha Mwﬂppmmt of the Priory site in Meols Drive,

Elizabeth Davey is to be complimented for her

'goddwurkm this respect.

Eyesores

The Society has brought the attention of local avthorities
to a number of issues, espedially (llegal advertising and
other eyesores. We have successfully complained about
ilepal flyposting, A-boards and banner skgns and the accu-
mulation of rubbish on rallway embankments, in particutar,
on Bidston by-pass, We are pleased to report that our
strictures were taken serfpusly and acted upon.

Toung People

An impertant aspect of our work is to encourage young
peeple to care for the envirenment and our current line of
investigation is to sea how we might be able to contribute to
the "Children's Parliament” Initiative.

Lactures and Outings

Our programme of W, Victor Smith Lectures provided some
excellent speakers - including cur Fresident. Attendances
remained at a remarkably high level and the evenings were
especialy pleasurable accaslons.

Wwe had an outstanding Summer Meeting In June at Lea-
hurst, the Liverpool University Veterinary Fledd Station, when
Dr. Derek Knottenbelt's inspirational commentary made a deep
Impression on all those who attended.



Representation

The Soclety continues to be represented on a number of
local organisations - Lilllan Potter an the Wirral Green Belt
Council, her huzband, Alex, on the Bidston Conservation
Area Advicory Committes, Alan Brack on the committees of
The Friends of Bidston HIll and The Bidston Preservation
Trust, and Yvonne Sanné represents the Society on CPRE
Cheshire Branch Commiittes. The Chalrman himself attends
meeting of the Wirral Environment Partnership and our
vice=Chairman, Terry Edgar, represented the Society at the
opening of the Interpretative Centre organised by The
Friends of Hilbre on Hilbre Island. Dr David Britt is our link
with Wirral ‘\Wildlife.

The Chairman was pleassd to report that the Sodety's
membership figures continues to rise. As at the date of the
AGHM the total stood at 458.

The Chairman ended by thanking the members of the
Executive Committee for all their hard work and extended an
Invitation to any other members who feel they might be able
to spare a litkle time to help the good werk in one way or
another. The President, Professor Tam, thanked Rod for all
that he has done.

Matters of Moment

The fate of Bidston Observatory and the Proudman
Cceanographic Instilute on Bdsten Hill continues to domi-

naté our thoughts, As has been reported in the press, the

cabinet of Wirral Councll decided that the Business Plan

drawn up by The Bidston Preservation Trust was not viable.
This begs the question: what next? Our President has

written te Mr Stephen Maddox, Wirral Council's Chief Exacu-
tive Officer, asking for the position to be darified and to state
the Council’s Intentions.

= Fifty years ago, Dr Arthur Doodson, the renowned
former Director of the Observatory, wrobe :

“There are not very many places which can boast of an
Obzervatery, and Birkenheéad can have some measure of
pride in having one within s borders, and especally so
because It s world-famous for some of its coatributions to
the study of the aarth on which we live..

But in recent years the Observatory 5 principal function has
been to study the Hoes and the Tidal Institute can justly
claim to be the leading authority In the world on the theory
of tides, the analysis of Hidal abservations and the prediction
of tides. ™

= More recently, Wirral Council, in: their Corporate
Flan for Objective 1 funding, declared :

"We remember the duty we awe to the next Wirral gener-
ation to pass en thelr heritage without further damage and
take action to protect and preserve that heritage. *

We bring these two quotes to the notice of Wirral Council
cabinet,

The future of Liverpool’s Pier Head is again in question.
The Mersey Docks and Harbour Company has submitted two
planning applications which give cause for concemn.

It will be recalied that abeut four years ago we reacted to
a call for support from the Millennium Walks Committee for
thelr objection to a proposed establishment of a car-park
adjacent to the Liver Building for the Trish Ferry service, This
time MDHC are seeking approval for a car-park on the same

site but for the Isle of Man service and the projected cruise
passengers when the landing stage is lengthened.

We have lodged our abjections, pointing out that the Mer
Head is very much & concern of Wirral residents, the major-
ity of whom have a close connection with Liverpasl in ene
way or-another, and that we are privileged to enjoy the best
view of It. We alto suggest that such a preposal could
serlously Impair the World Heritage Site proposal.

Regional Planning Guidance Neo 13, issued earlier in
the year by the Department of the Environment sought to
restrict the current amount of house building activity. This
led to a challenge in the High Court by the House Builders
Federation. We are delighted to report that the High Court
rejected the builders’ case. As a result Wirral Council has
suspended making declslons on current redevelopment pro-
posals until the implications of the new guidance have been
fully considered, particularly In respect of planning applica-
tions made between now and the publication of the revised
Unitary Development Plan (UDP) eardy in the New Year,

It iz believed that the guidance will give the Council
stronger grounds. to resist residential development and
infilling in west Wirral and further promote its regeneration

objectives by encouraging development in the north and
east Wirral,

_ Colin Walker, Wirral Councll Assistant Director Planning,

has sald: ‘The strength of Wirral's character derlves from its
unlgque mbx of rural and urban areas and there is evidence
that this combination provides a driver for econemic activity.
I am pleased that this has been recognised and the character
of our villages and small towns should not be coming wnder
pressure from those who would seek to turn the entire
peninsula into one large housing estate,’

A draft Development Brief for Port Sunlight has been
published by Wirral Council. It concems the future use of
‘excess’ land on the Lever Fabergé site and the Society was
invited to commant. We would not oppose land set ackde
for factory expansion but two areas set aslde for business
use, would seem to be superfluous development inasmuch
as there are several unoccupied units in two neighbouring
business parks.

The Society would also oppose any proposals for a public
house/restaurant development on the New Chester Road.
There are sufficlent facilities at present and it would add to
‘the traffic on a very busy thoroughfare.

Land earmarked for housing, albelt on a brownfield ske,
raises the question of whether more houses are needed. We
submit that many years’ worth of building land is already
allocated and, addideonally, the Government, through its
Regional Planning Guidance, has called for a reduction. We
would, therefore, object to any housing proposals for this
antda.,

If, however, development does eventually take place we
would be concerned about the proposed access roads via
Bromborough Road and the construction of a new rounda-
ot which would destroy the picturesque nature af this
road, We would also deplore any development which would
effect the ecosystem and wildlife of the Dibbin Valley,






