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A Year to
Remember

This issue of Wirral Matters almost brings to an end the
year-long celebration of our 75th Anniversary. Almost - but
not quite. Our unique art exhibition in the Williamson Art
Gallery, of palntings by local artists of Wirral scenes over the
past 75 years, was due to cose at the end of last month
but since It has proved to be very popular, its run has been
extended to the end of Febreary.  So, if you havenT seen
it already or want to have a second look, there |5 still tme.
Don't keep the news o yoursell, tell your friends.

The year's special functions, too, have all been a gratify-
Ing success but there is still one other important event left
te conclude the programme - albelt in the New Year.,

As a long-lasting and, we believe, highly appropriate
reminder of our anniversary, the Executive Committee has
Invited the Soclety’s President Professor John Tarn, to wield
a spade and plant a tree in Flaybrick Memorial Gardens on
Monday 12 lanuary 2004 at 11am. All members are invited
to join in this auspicious moment. A suitable plaque to mark
the occasion will be unvelled and afterwards we shall ad-
joumn to the cafe at Tam O'Shanter Urban Farm, just across
the road, for coffee,

The tree to be planted is a European Hop-Hombeam
{Ostrya carpinifolia). A hardy, handsome, deciduous tree it
has a broad crown of dark glossy oval leaves which are pale
underneath, Its fruit is a hanging, hop-like, bunch of about
fiteen bladders, each containing a nutiet. When mature,
these bunches, spread through the crown and, shining
greenish-white, make a fine sight in summer and autumn.
The tree will eventually reach a height of 60 feet,

Those of you who attended the AGM and
heard John Moffat's fascinating talic will
reecall that John told us how Flaybrick Cem-
ctery (as it was originally) was lald out on
the site of a former stane quarry by Ed-
ward Kemp, the Superintendent of Birkcen-
head Park and a former assistant to the
legendary Joseph Paxton, It was opened
in 1864 and a prominent feature of the
lay-out was the number of trees planted,
Mow, nearly one and & half centuries later,
they form an Impressive arboretum. In the
number of trees and different species it
can boast of being second only to Ness
Gardens.

Johin, the Founder and Secretary of the
Friends of Flaybrick, explained: "There are.
around 150 different species with & good
range of holly and yew. We can also boast
of having one of the finest Caucasian Lime
tFees - It is certainly the one with the

largest girth - of any in the country. Our curment project s
to augment the avenues of Sorbus (Mountain Ash) and
Prunus {Cherry).

The Friends and the Flaybrick Ranger, Hic Harding, were
only too pleased to be able to provide a sultable site for our
special tree.

Tt will be planted near the chapel (soen to be restored],
close to the Boundary Road entrance, right opposite Tam
O'Shanter Farm.

Flaybrick is now closed for burials - except into existing
- and there & a scheme wherely rees (with memonial
plagues) can be planted in place of erecting tombstones.

Boundary Road, crosses Upton Road, on the Claughton
side of Bidston Ml Foliow the sign to Tam O'Shanter Farm.
Entrance to Flaybrick ls immediately opposite the farm,

> Extended by
- Public Demand

Right from the outset, we thought that an exhibition of
paintings, taken from the Williamson At Gallery's reserve
stock, depicting scenes of Wirral, done over the 75 years we
have been in existence, would be popular. And so it has
proved to be. In fact, Colin Simpson, Wimal Council’s
Principal Museurmns Officer, has now decided that the show
should go on untll the end of February,

‘What has Intrigued those folk who have already seen it is
the way some things have changed and, in particular, the
way some things have not.

The picture which lmmediately catches
the eye on entering the galery is a most
striking painting of Cammell Laird's cranes
lsoming over the rooftops of Tranmere.
The picture was painted in 1964 when the
shipyard was still a golng concern. At the
end of last month, of course, those cranes
were demolished.

The picture is the work of Philip H, Smith
who trained at The Royal College of Art and
‘whose career was spent teaching at The
Wallasey School of Art,

The painters represented are a mix of
full-time professionals, career art teachers
and tajented amateurs S0 the standard is
‘high. The professionals include Albert Ri-
chards (‘the most important artist in the
‘show” declares our resident art critic) who












