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BIDSTON HILL

Im our last issue we reportad at length about the concern the
Exccutive Commmttes feels for the state-and future of this
g and historic Wil Little or pothing has been done in the
way of land management for the past 20 vears, Itisa concorn
alser febt by The Priends of Bidston Hill.

Recently, however, we were eiicouraged by the news that a
srvond Rangisr was to be appointed and now Nick Harding, for-
merly Ranger of Eastham Country Fark, has taken up the post
Eir sl fhe present Rn:rh'\r:.. _|'|:-|1|| lakeman, whsse limie i almost
enbrely fiken up owith the management of Tam O'Shanter Farm,
Mick will alsa be n}}wlwlhlu for Fl.'l.!.'lit[(k Memorial Gardens,

Additionally T Hilsey Ashoof Cheshire Wildlife was commis-
st to prepare a Management Plan. She has now furnished
her Erraft Plan amd, ata necent mieeting of the Friends, sha was
coagratulated on her thoreugh appraisal of the situation and her
proposals for improvement.

[ Ash seems to have examined every sjuare yand of thia hill
and has put forward detailed proposals for a 3 year plan of
restoration. At iie time of the Friends® mescting, the plan had not
oo gt before.Coencll offfcers or the Cownctl itself bat, com-
s laAla, s S had Teactoed inmedietely and had
prepared & preliminany course of azbon based on the findings.
Moreover, Mick Harding had atso [aid on a programme of work to
b done by volunteers on o' monthly basis, alternating between
Bidston Hill and Flaybrick Gardens. He had also drawn up a
programme of Bidsion Hill and Flayvbelck evenis. mamging from a
search for Bidston Hill's mushrooms and o wiali rownd the bl looks
trsg ot Alora and Favema vidblie af s time of the year tobind feeder and
bird bow-puilding sesstons. (For details of thews and other event
belphome ©151 6339332},

One ol Dr Ash's. ﬁuggeﬂed priovities 5 = wi'te delighted o
report - that the main views should be opened up. The Rangers
1}:]“1.1:.5«. et oo pes foring, Uhis unigue attraction which is

w0 bound up in Wireal's history and they, plan to make an Hl'f}'
start ancdoing this in park-at least.

L aklil T

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTI

Joint members of both The Wirral Society
and CPRE {anualsubsiption E200)

" FOR SALE: Bidston ( Db&cwmory

Bidston Mreservation Trust

Thee aim af this recently-cstablished body s to ensure that the
famous Observatory building is retained for public uss of some
sart when the staffof the Joseph Provdman Ceeanographic Lab-
eratary vacate the site next August for o new building on the
Liverpool Unbversity campis, Woundustand tar i Sationad
Environment Research Counl are already advertising the whale
w3k for sale.

The main aim of the Trust s to secure the sied Observatory
building 45 a Museum and Visitor Centre which would reflect
the history of astronomical and tidal research work which has
boen internationally acknowledged. The Trust is fully aware that
such lofty objectives will requine'a lotof maney brachicve bul the
Observatory has for so long been a fbature of Wirral and. indead,
Mersayside lifie they believe that it is attainable. A pumber of
famous names including Sir Patrick Mooré and the Earl of Derby
{whose encestor built Bidston Hall), have expressed thelr sup-
port and wish to be kept informed.

Many Mobiles maketh
more Masts

Aceording to recent press ropiorls battles by congernied Joial
rostdonts over the sitting of mobile telephone masts shonld nn
longer be necessary,  Lask year's Stewart Heport on the subject
recommended that the consaltation perred for the consdderation
of planning applications for masts should be incecased and that
Iocal authorities and residents should work together with the
Plhunu uF'ufulun o fird the most g ppropriabe sites.

More and more use B8 being made of mobile belephones aod,
of course, that ealls for mare and moee masts,  Although it Tas
bean reparted that some opesators are starting te share masts, it
is estimated that at the current rake sofme 50 per cent mone will
nevertheless be noeded within the next five yoars,

That would increate the present country-wids total of 26,000
imasts fo 410,006,



OTAINED GLASS AND QT POT

The wentther forecast was grint. Heavy rain-followed by heavy
showers, folloswed by mare ran. I e event the ovening
wieather en the day of cur Tath Annial General Meeling wis {as
ofton seoms o be the cako in 'I.".":rr.:l:l not quiw as bad as the
forecist L sadly, it was griem chough 6 put some miembers off
atbemding, MNevertheless, 92 brave souls faced the elements and,
ance the oFficinl business was'out of the way, we were tisated ta
another splendid Hot-Pot Supper and an wossaal but fascinating
falk om the history of stained glass chiech wisdows,

Ihe speaber was fohn Dewsnap, a sebired scheolmaster from
Liverpoal, whese tharoagh kaowlodge of his subyect and -
tionally asticolate and clear delivery was much admired. From
the questions that woere put bo fim after his talk he had clearly
cought members’ imaginations.

CHAIRMAN'S REPORT

Intreducing his annual report Bod Tann spoke of the recent sasd
loss of vur Secretary, Bric Sanmé, and members stood in silence
fon 2 Fewy maomeents inremembrance,

fhe Chitrman alse secalled a very wel day in January in
Foiden Farks Frankby, when members of the Executive Commit-
tew joaned Kedth Davidson's wike, June, and oembers of the
family, im a short but movitg ceremony o ses Jupse plant o Blue
Cudar bree - Keith's favouriie inee - in his memory

Reporting on the Evecutive Commiities’s work during the vear
thie Chairman spoke of the Draft Replonal Planning Cuidanee
which has been issued by B Govermment Cilice for the North-
West. The mutn points '--.-rn: L!l.l.hli.l.hnd in the August issue of
Wial Wlitters 2l i
Bell appears to Lo safe for the foreyseable future. There should
iheo e doss pressuee both from largesscale development. . Our
thanks are due to the expert hislp we received from Mr John
Wesoneratt of West Kirtw in formulabing our response to the dratt.

At local Jevel, the Chaleman continued, [ Lilian Potter had
roainlained a4 high level of activity, mvestipating and commen:-
gy up-s:-n mary planning applications, Our grateful thanks ane
ues bo bwee for all her hard work ard to those members-of the
Committer, notably Geeff Loram, Audrey Platt and Elizabeth
Pavey, who have helped by visiting sites and investigating par-
ticular applivations.

Ttk s ks et Wy Barny Taelio, Planneng, Co-crdinator for the
Wirral Gruoen Tell Council for hes valuable advioe,

ItaRs au.a.-

Fender Farm

I most donunant planning ssue during the year has been
the fight to save Fender Farman the Fender Yalliny auuldeMurn—
ton from development A plaaning application to build m

Bowses on the site was eefuncd by Wirepl Borough Council b'“.-
tellowing an appeal by the developers and subsequent public

insuiry the Appeal [rspector raled in the developer’s favour.
Choe apin wieare indebied & Mr Wesoneraft for setting out ous

camar against thee proposal and tharks ans 2bodue b Joy Huochary e oy

ViewChatemuan, Torry Fdyar, for feir b, e

Tefephone Masts

Applications for erecting telecommunieations masts n Wirral

Lits elsewheri) continue o present visual problems. The
Erbizs 4oy e reinfistie, recopmising the papularity of mobile phm.'us.

Huinwever, we comtinua: o abject 19 all applicotions for masts in the

e Battamd oy wehich affect Lstad Buildings

Divo il o Soe bt MirGmea 5 —

Large-seale dévﬂ]qpmql:lﬁ

Comrtents were made last year of the disappointment tha
Society felt a lhe threatenod industrial developmoent of hagh-
grade-agricultural land at Sealand, Tiw thae eveprsl, tho propesal
wat suprassfully chinllengad by Cheshire Branch of CPRE and
olers ata public inguiny and was repcted.

The Twelve Quays Ferry Terminal ab Birkenhaad continnes
to be debatod, We have nover objected to the dovelopmwnt of the
Tarminal itscelf - only to the loss of dccess to the footpath along-
side the river which the Terminal has caused. The campaign 1o
nigain access wak started by Graliam Handley of Upton and
taken ovar by the Remblers’ Association, supported by many
othes Wirral urganisations, We werne pleased to make b finin-
cial contribution towards the expenses inowrred by both Gra-
ham Handley and the Ramblers' Association.

Flatz Development, King's Gap

We obje.:-liid 1o the proposal te Bustld a block of lals in King's
Gap. Hovlake, on the grounds of over-development in a Cone
servation Area Follewling a pubhic enguiry, a1 which Elizabeth
Davey took a leading role, we are plaased to report that thi plan
was roje b

Initiatives

W have contimued to work closely with the local authonties
and were plassed toowelvame o Senior Plaaning Officer froni
eachaf thic Barough Councils (o speak o the Exscutive Commit-
tos, Tlhin ovedsions wiere uscful opportunitics. both to exchange
wheves arid eestionm thie officers di matters of concern,

Schoo) AT cemr s e -

Though we received fewer applications this vear we wereshil
delighted to beable Lo give awarnds to sixschoals who each pul
up very worlhy schemes. Our thanks are due to Diana Lane for
Terefforts.

Publicity

Wi have again beent lucky to have Alan Bracks™ sxpettise in
writing samme excellent editions of Wirral Matters and. through
his influence, coverage of the Socety is now included i the
estoemed pages of Cleshin: Lifi,

Membership Drive

We were defighted with the response to our Mombership
Drive and thank all members who responded, As s resull we
have been able o welcone somie 3 tow meeimbers o Fae this
"w mnhs are doe to Alan Brack for preparing the pecruiting
ﬁhuwrc.'tu his weile, Edith amad Lilian Pobee for sending out the

Tetters and Audrey Platt and Peter Bowlir for the et
admein work involved,

Chther Malters

. -h-r.hirim,g Oiar tww puided towrs of Sioreton Weads
m‘qptmmful and thawks are due too our guide Davd
m ﬂd Hil‘l}r Sarver o Thus Frivends of Storetom Woods

Hi'kh M Lactursi The high level of support lor these
m make these evenings espocially memorabie

m We would like to thank our speakiers for this year -
Adartyn femrdeson and Gavin Hunter - and express our hrnluludr



e .A:.:_.lin Tai e ('_'..1|1 tar and mermbsersol Wal |J11|;'3' Cralf Cluks
and Lilian Potter wha organised everything.

adsfier LitH The Chatrman and Alan Brack atbended the imau-
sural moeting of the Bidsion Preservation Trust, fsunded by Mr
PPetor Crawlord. The Trust's main objective is lo secore the
future of Bidston Obscevatory (shartly to be vacatod) and create
o masewm and vislbor contre there.

Ihe Saciety is tepresented on the Trust by Alan Brack. He ks
also on Lhe committes of The Friends of Bidaton HilL

Uhe Commities is }}T.IIIJEIII le A bew Patior for l.'\u:']:|l.l-f,:;-t.-l'ﬂi:I.EI the
Society on the Budston Village Conservation Area Advisory
Commither in the absence of a oepresentadive from within the
Comumitice

Finally ....
Thanks are due to:

* Elizabeth Davey whao, single-handedly, et up ourstamd af
the tecont Wirral History Fair at Port Sunlight, and to Terry
Edmar win helped to man it

» D Dhawid Britt, who acts as our Gaison with Wicral WildLife
and Creofl Logam who represents the Society at meetings of the
e Bshuaary Forum

* Mk Laure for malmainiog the Society’s website and Tevry
Edgrar, our Vice-Chalrmnam, for chakring somie mectings

Eatvton's pete: Chir Clratrm seeoer fatls to Hunnk menrhers of Hae
Exevertrow Cammettoe formhad Uy do bul fewrwork Jerder o beludlf
f tiy Sacesly tlue the Clutrmon Frinceelf. Nof oply Iy bie a full-finne
abiaj<forts avs W irral's. Exnergenoy Planming Officer Inef fie 15 afso Churr-
et tf St Bridget’s Musec Socety and, ipso facla, Chatrmmn of The
Wiran Spnpdiony Orchestrr ot all that entels, ancliding g
it Mt ancheslig, imeckly reerrsrs il acting @ e orchiestng's wexsic
R A T Kime il ||']||'IMSI".- el it L L =4

O et ol Tie Werrel Seeivty e Bitws illnstrated talks fo parri-
o organisaliens ot attends spin-off mectings doith offer bodies,
serdtes anaitenois fetlers aind, of course, cliatry’ M nonilly Conneii-
Iee Mizetings. He leads ot oty sy life.

O Betunlfof all inenibers. Phanks, Rod.

FLY-BY-NIGHT FLY-POSTERS

| |.1l'\:..'ll'l:.'|:,'ll'lll- CUNT SR A ﬂ_l;-ppg_:bw At work? wﬂmmmuh
oof their pefarivus sorties: but no-one ever seems to see them
actoally in the 321 of pasting up their posters or tving them on
lamp-posts, railings and trees.  Like fy-tippers. they are a
rivvsloriony brood, prosumably opes i thi: small hburs,
flinng from place o place like frenzied bats: And, like bats in
many a belfry, they dispoll the ‘place &nd what they do, of
coures, is quite illegal,

o suoent explosions of fiv-posting in the borough, each
advertising a night club prompted the Society: to bring it to the
attwnlion of the Borough Solicior. Flvers had been securely
prasted on lo nearly every telecommunications and traffic light
contrel cabiness in Wirral, as well as on nearly every boarded-
wp window of empty shops.  The culprits never retum o
riemnve their handihwork once the advertised ovent iv aver
eaving the cloments: to dispase of them gradually, making
themm evien mone of an evesone.

Mot overyone appreciates that, unless first approved by the
Concil, easial advertising is fllegal, That goes for A-boards
vastsiche slop, posters, banoers and temposiry signs affioed w
treed, railings and gakes.  [nomany cases, b s offensive ad
y-tpping ar droppang litter

We are pleased Lo report that i the case of Cwe offending
night club fiyers Wirral Council has instructed the Borough
Saliciter b prrosecuto,

The
Wirral Society

Established 1928

S

The Scciety will be holdinga
Grand Dinner on Thursday 22 May 2003
at The Grange Country Club, Thornton Hough
to celebrate its 75th Anniversary

_ Alan Waterworth Esq _
Her Majesty’s Lord Lisutenant
for Merseyside
will propose the toast

Tickets £20.00

Full details will be mailed to-all members
early in the New Year

Open to all members and friends

%

Chher Events

‘Other events being arranged to mark this
auspicious anniversary include a special
exhibition of hitherio unsesn Wirral paintings
" from the Williamsan Art Gallery archives
and a special section for new paintings of
Wirral in Wirral Council’s Annual Summer
Open Exhibition for which the Sceiety
will sponsor a special Purchase Prize.

Additionally,
there will ke a Commemorative Tree-Planting
and.-a donation of litter-bins to
both Wirral Boroughs

and, as usual, we ghall have
two W Victor Smith Lectures,
a Summer Meseting and tha now traditional
Hot-Pot Supper and talk at the AGM




Willaston's Old Mill

When we all relied on the vils
lagze baker for bevad and the
baker relicd on the local maller
for feur Willaston was seovisd
by a womden peg-mill owned
Lo by William Lightbound, After
iy his: death in 1797 his mill was
i demalishied and replaced by a
¢ stout brick-builb tower mill. At
80 feer high 1t was the tallest
wver built on the peninsula and
. boasting 10 pairs of millstones
f/¢ it was the most powerful, The
W millee’s name was, yet again,
b William Lightbourd, passibly
't a pephaew,

CY Ower the yedrs the mill
ki changed bands several tHmes
and in T80 & was bought by
the ambatious Radford family of
Liverpool,  They instalted @ steam onplne to deive siy of e
millstones, leaving the other four dependent on the wind, They
lter built o bakery al groond fevel, bought two ships to import
gralm from Russta and i traction englme to bring the cargo from
Bigkenhead Docks, At ome e Hhisy bind 2 workforee of 40

Iy the end the Radford emterprize could not compete against
fle Buge rctery mills which arose in varfous ports, including
Birkenhead, In 1879 the mill was sold to a Mr T.AHope wha
i 1k For produecing caltle-focd. So i€ remained until 793 when
nseyvere gile cavsed such catensive damage that the business
vk fommad o o,

What. you will be psking vourselves by now, hasall this got to
ko with the Wirral Sociohy?  The answer s that -as the smill
becamie mire ind morne derelict semething had to be done about
it Wirral's taltestmiill was foo great a landmark and too historie
o feature to be palled down although this was. In fact suggested.
It could B solfd a3 rubble for road buillding, it was claimed. But
thee groobslen of how to kewp the histosie mill standing and fnd s
use for 1t 50 engaged the minds of the Society’s then Executive
Committer that in 1934 they decided upon o most: audacious
step. They bought ik

[he- Committee fondly hoped that somenne with the money
wwosutld come: along and nepair itamd oven replace the sails, out of
sentiment if nothing meore. Sadly; this dream was dashed when
war beoke out and during the war years the old mill served as a2
Home Guard fock-out post,

Whem thie war was over the mill was once again put on the
agemela metting after mesting after meetng - for vears. Tt was,
apite iterally, o millstone round their necks,

Iny 194% o mitlwright who was consulted suggested  that the
stones and all the machimery shoall be removed, leaving the
stairs and platferm intact. 1F that were done, bosaid, the mill
sl mgke i splenchiad view point over the countriside,

Later that vear, an affer was received from a retired Lieuten-
ant-Colone] to tum into a dwelling but the cost of the conversion
was estimated at SX00 and that proved toocostly for the would-
b purchaser,

Froan time tofime Heese wisk cause for Bopie a5 S00e0ns Came
for o' the mill with a bright idiea of how it might bo wsed. A
boys” clulby, & youth hostel, Boy Seont Base « all were sugsested,
all camis teanothing [n the end Sy ks Watethouse were asked to
putiie mill on the openmarkel. Thers were notakers:: Then, on
15t Agril 1957 - qulbe wut of the blue - canee an offer from Mrs
Thizresa Morrs of Heswall to buy it for £150 with a view o

At 'Willmion

mipking it mioa residonce, Thedate of her offor nauest havecaused
sone dou bt in the minds of the Committor but she was serious

Mrs Momis's offer was pecepted but legal quibbling over
amakl triungular phor ol band Tield completion up until Fobru-
ary [9S8 So 22 vears afier e acquinng the mill the
Sodety. et it go for £400 Jess than they paid for i

By the tme the Morris famaly acquired the mull o was o
piear-dereliet atate and it took them another twoe vears before
itwas Tt oo omove imts and o farther two sdaes hefore they
could say the conversion was linshed®.

And why are we telling vou all this? Simply becatee, as we
B to press, we see that the mill s on Uhe russket sygicdne 10 s
described by the estate agents as "4 very substantial siy-
storey mill which b been glalllully converied and lovingly
restored to creite & quite unigue residense offering spacioes
and versalile accommoediation.

The asking price ia £585, 000,

[We are pleased o sagy that ool Mez Morris's Sons 5 sl a
riewlaer af Hre Society - Hel)

A Slight Case of
Over-Oevelopment

A former Mayore of Antibes, a very prosperous property desel-
o :Tﬂur _qmrrﬁr! ']'rrn-gmilﬂj n-a-ntly rr.-rnurbnd] decided to build
himself 4 palace » Hoopstraten-style - or a five acre<site onoan
islet on the southermost tip of Cap " Antibes. A modest-sized
Bouse wis alredy (here it that was polled down and the
hiowse e built on the site boasted 20ft-ligh brenze entrance
doors. a |Me-wide corridos 1006t long, an enormous Biving-
roam with terrace and a lift to the beach below, Buf seen lrom
thealr it was an Lshaned villa, moch lages than any of 1tz
neighbours, but still within the Iocal planning regulations.

His neighbours, however, could not bul wonder wivy, after
the house was epparently finished, thore was still a constant
stream of lorries coming and going every day somoving tons of
earth and rock [iom the site.

1t was what was going en Feneath the surface that peeded the
Torrics, When the plannees eventually investigated they dis-
cavored “an underpround Ali Haba's cave of opulenoce amd
vulgarity, a curoms pisture of lusery and blatant bad fase”
There wieé mome brorese doors leading ta a swimming pood,
facuzels, Romansatyle thermal saunis with plastic and condrehe
“rocks’ and fake marble statues; 4 cinema, lenns courts and
evens o nuclear bomb shelter, The 'palasce’ was dotled with
afarms, infra red detectors and hiciben deors. The planning
npplication was for a0 modest 220 sq.0 extension but what had
beert built amountiod b 8,000 5 6t - ab a costof £15 mibtlisn,

The propecky bycoon, a chom of former Frevch president
Francois Mitberand, i now in pil, doubtless reflecting on what
wonderful times he would baye had iF only his neighbours had
minded thair own business,

And, oh yes... he was also fined £1.5 million and ofdered to
pay £95,000, the cost of denofition
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