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Saving the Trees

Over the years the Wirral Society has cangistently raised
nbjections to any develepment plans within Wirral which
would incur the loss of mature trees. Our cnies have not
tlways been heard - or, possibly, heard and wgnored for
SOMTEE. feason - hut we press on

Tha Wirral Pemnsula s not over-endowed with trees,
Befare cur Victonan predecessors came from “over the
water' 1o enjoy the fresh air and open spaces of the penin-
sula |, Worral, Tor the most pert, was fairy treeless.  The
so-called Forest of Wirral created by Randal de Meschines,
the fowrth Earl of Chester did not mean that he ordered the
planting of trees on a vast scale. In fact, he probably never
planted so much a3 a single saplng. By designating the
peninsula a forest’, f enabled him to iovoke the Forest Laws
which simply meant that he asd subsequent overlords had
ther Figght Lo go wharewer thoy ked,  All creatures, great and
smvall, thereby belanged to him and the peasants had to
remember thist right and not interfere. This situation fasted
fof gwer 200 vears until & dis-a'foresting order was cbiained
by The Black Prince, eldest son of Edward 111, in 1398,

Wirral Peninsula up to 200 years ago was » pretty wild and
uncuitivated plage, by all accounts. There were several
pockets of woodland here and there but maost of the majes-
N tress we enjoy 1oday across the western ridoge ware
planted not much more than a  century -agn by those
Victonan in-camess,  Large houses with large gardens for
large tamilies was the norm. They landscaped their gardens
ard planted trees and we are fortunate to see them in all
thazer rrea sty

This sstuation applies 1o many other parts of the country,
ol course, and we are not alone i wanting to keep what
trees wiee have, even thoogh developers might boast of
making good on & seweral-foar-ane scale for any which need
0 be felled. But now The Woodland Trest {which owns
Stereton Woods and Upton Meadow) has launched a na-
tignal campaign to protect ancient broes o the same way
natable houses and other buildings are protected by
naving them ‘listed.”

Lacal counals have the authority bo ssue Tree Preserva
Hon Orders where they thenk fit and many of Wirral's trees
are protected in ths way., But TRPOS do not have the
permanency of 'listings’. Local authorities can revoke tham
as gasaly as they can ssue them if a real need to do sa arises,

The oniy tree we know of in Wirral which would be likely
to gualify for listing is the famous Eastham Yew. Standing
m the churchyard aear the church door, its trunk is eroded
and blackened as though it were on the polnt of extinction,
yeb the leaves are green and bountiful encugh to give
promiss of many more years to.come,

A plaque attached tots protective ring.of railings records
a wisit made by The Royal Archaeological Society in 1898,
Their conclusion then was that the tree was planted in Saxon
times,. That makes it at feast [S00 years old

Far all that, there must be trees in Wirral which desorve
pratection beyond the limts of a Trees Presersation Qnger,
Treos in places lke MNess Gardens and Flaybrick Memaorial
Gardens are safe, of cowrse, bul one never knows when
others may be Jeopardised by apphcations for re-davelop-
ment or alleqgations of ill-heatth. 18 Butler of The Woodland

Professor Jehn Torn OBE D

Trust commented: ‘It is very easy for pecple without
experience to say there is a bit of fungr an the trunk - it will
have to go.” She might have mentianed, oo, that cne of the
higgest hazards faced by trees s the ever-present threat of
raadd-widening and highway engineenng projects. That s
whede TPOS are no more protective than a paper Bat in a
thunderstorm,

Mevertheless, there may be trees in places like Eastham
Country Park and Ditbinsdale which can boast of o tong Nife
and we feel there is ng need to worry about ther future at
the moment. Bout, as far-as we kaaw, thierg is no treo other
than Eastham's yew which would quabfy as ancent and
notable enough for listing.

But we stand to be corrected, If any member knows of
any ather particularly venerable tree in Wirral we would be
pleased to hoar of it

Similarty, we would be pleased to hear about any tree
which a member feels needs some protecton.

Our Tree

Members will be pleased to hear that the tree we call gur
own I Flaybrick Memorial Gardess is doing viery mscely, The
Hop-Hornbeam which was plantcd to mark our 75th annwer-
sary has adapted well to its new surrourdings and 15 cur-
rently loocking very healthy indeed, as cur pacture shows.













