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Saving the Trees

Over the years the Wirral Society has cangistently raised
nbjections to any develepment plans within Wirral which
would incur the loss of mature trees. Our cnies have not
tlways been heard - or, possibly, heard and wgnored for
SOMTEE. feason - hut we press on

Tha Wirral Pemnsula s not over-endowed with trees,
Befare cur Victonan predecessors came from “over the
water' 1o enjoy the fresh air and open spaces of the penin-
sula |, Worral, Tor the most pert, was fairy treeless.  The
so-called Forest of Wirral created by Randal de Meschines,
the fowrth Earl of Chester did not mean that he ordered the
planting of trees on a vast scale. In fact, he probably never
planted so much a3 a single saplng. By designating the
peninsula a forest’, f enabled him to iovoke the Forest Laws
which simply meant that he asd subsequent overlords had
ther Figght Lo go wharewer thoy ked,  All creatures, great and
smvall, thereby belanged to him and the peasants had to
remember thist right and not interfere. This situation fasted
fof gwer 200 vears until & dis-a'foresting order was cbiained
by The Black Prince, eldest son of Edward 111, in 1398,

Wirral Peninsula up to 200 years ago was » pretty wild and
uncuitivated plage, by all accounts. There were several
pockets of woodland here and there but maost of the majes-
N tress we enjoy 1oday across the western ridoge ware
planted not much more than a  century -agn by those
Victonan in-camess,  Large houses with large gardens for
large tamilies was the norm. They landscaped their gardens
ard planted trees and we are fortunate to see them in all
thazer rrea sty

This sstuation applies 1o many other parts of the country,
ol course, and we are not alone i wanting to keep what
trees wiee have, even thoogh developers might boast of
making good on & seweral-foar-ane scale for any which need
0 be felled. But now The Woodland Trest {which owns
Stereton Woods and Upton Meadow) has launched a na-
tignal campaign to protect ancient broes o the same way
natable houses and other buildings are protected by
naving them ‘listed.”

Lacal counals have the authority bo ssue Tree Preserva
Hon Orders where they thenk fit and many of Wirral's trees
are protected in ths way., But TRPOS do not have the
permanency of 'listings’. Local authorities can revoke tham
as gasaly as they can ssue them if a real need to do sa arises,

The oniy tree we know of in Wirral which would be likely
to gualify for listing is the famous Eastham Yew. Standing
m the churchyard aear the church door, its trunk is eroded
and blackened as though it were on the polnt of extinction,
yeb the leaves are green and bountiful encugh to give
promiss of many more years to.come,

A plaque attached tots protective ring.of railings records
a wisit made by The Royal Archaeological Society in 1898,
Their conclusion then was that the tree was planted in Saxon
times,. That makes it at feast [S00 years old

Far all that, there must be trees in Wirral which desorve
pratection beyond the limts of a Trees Presersation Qnger,
Treos in places lke MNess Gardens and Flaybrick Memaorial
Gardens are safe, of cowrse, bul one never knows when
others may be Jeopardised by apphcations for re-davelop-
ment or alleqgations of ill-heatth. 18 Butler of The Woodland

Professor Jehn Torn OBE D

Trust commented: ‘It is very easy for pecple without
experience to say there is a bit of fungr an the trunk - it will
have to go.” She might have mentianed, oo, that cne of the
higgest hazards faced by trees s the ever-present threat of
raadd-widening and highway engineenng projects. That s
whede TPOS are no more protective than a paper Bat in a
thunderstorm,

Mevertheless, there may be trees in places like Eastham
Country Park and Ditbinsdale which can boast of o tong Nife
and we feel there is ng need to worry about ther future at
the moment. Bout, as far-as we kaaw, thierg is no treo other
than Eastham's yew which would quabfy as ancent and
notable enough for listing.

But we stand to be corrected, If any member knows of
any ather particularly venerable tree in Wirral we would be
pleased to hoar of it

Similarty, we would be pleased to hear about any tree
which a member feels needs some protecton.

Our Tree

Members will be pleased to hear that the tree we call gur
own I Flaybrick Memorial Gardess is doing viery mscely, The
Hop-Hornbeam which was plantcd to mark our 75th annwer-
sary has adapted well to its new surrourdings and 15 cur-
rently loocking very healthy indeed, as cur pacture shows.




- and the plaque

Several members whao kindly telephoned the Editor to
express their approval of the introduction of full cofour Inta
sur 1ast issue with photagraphs of the Anniversary Tree
planting also commented that the commemaorative plague
wat covered and wanted to kpcw what the hidden message
Wis

The plague was not being hidden from wiew for any rea:
son. Nie Harding, the Flaybnck Ranger, who took the phos
tegraph, was intent on recording the planting and his
camera cheked just @ spht second before Professor Tarm
unweled the plague, To put matters right, oue Conscien-
ticus Secretary immediately grabbed his camera, mushed
to Flaybrick, and, naw, all 15 rovealed, as shown below
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Historic Towns
Forum

Most people, If asked, would not think of including the
City of Liverpoot, in a list of histonc towns. Yet in three
years’ Bime Liverpoal will be celabrating the 800th anni-
versary of the grant of its charter by King John in 1247,
freaking t-a borougk and a port.

It s not surprising, then, that the city was recently
chason by the English Historig Towns Forum for a confer-
ENCe.

Three Sotiety commitiee mambers, together with a
repeesentative from 1he Hoylake Civic Society, ottended
the meeting held in Liverpeol Anglican Cathedral.  The
occasion gave delegates o splendid oppartunity o ex-
change déas, 1o hoas talks om urban design and B See at
first hand some of the imaginative regeneration taking
place in the Liverpos) Ropowaltks area

Parts of east Wirral, with it5 numergus vacant and
unused buldings, have a smilar need for regoneration.
Interesting but decaying properties, some of real architec-
tural or Bistoric medit, could Be copverted into homes and
areas made safer and more attractidd (o encourage peaple
Lo live there.

The now Reqgonal Palicy Gaidance for the Morth West
emphasises the need for ‘the effective wse of existing
buitdirgs and imfrastructure within urban areas, inclueding
the resuse or conwersion af empty buildings if they are
sound and worthy af ra-use or are of architectural or
tustarizal importance. The Ropowalks Project goes a fong
way Towards showing how Lhis can be done,

This ali-day event attracted architects, planners and
others from all over the north-west and as far afield as
Scotiand, the Isle of Man and Hull,

Representatives from the Metropaolitan Borough of Wirral
and Ellesmere Port and Neston ‘were conspicuous by their
absence,

Our President
Honoured

We were delighted to leamn
that. the Sogiety's Prosident,
Professor John Tam OBE DL,
has recemved further |aurels to
add to his dlustnous collection

Recently, he flew to Hong
Kong o receive an Honorary
Fellewship of the Chinese Lin:
wversity af Hong Kong for his
part in establishing their Department of Architecture. o
fessor Tarn was Chairrman of the Unwversity's Academic
Advisory Committes from 1588 - 2002,

Ot Presadent s also a Fellow of the Royal Instiule of
British Architecture (FEIBA) a Fallow of the Royal Socety of
Arts. (FRSA), a Ffellow of the Rgyal Historical Soclcty
(FRHm=ES) and a Fellow of the Society of Antguanes (FSA)
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B with 13,000 new telecommumications masts expected to
be installed over the nest throe years, CPRE §s preparing a
reviseid campaign briefing ta help prople campaign against
imappropriately sited masis that harm the beauty of the
landscape.

& Thi Planning and Compuisory Purchase Bill has compieted
s passage tarough Parament,  Royal Assent is expoctod
mmediately and the Act will come into force in July
Erghteenmanths of lobbying by CPRE has helped to improve
the Act in many imgortant ways. For example, Regional
Planning bodies must fow publish & statement of how they
will fnvoive the commuomity i their planning functaons:

B Céptral bo the Government's main policy guidance Policy
Planning Statement {15 alsp being revised and CPRE has
highlightad the importance of seeing planning as being maorne
than just delvering sustainable commumities. The plansing
system. shousd conserve and enhande landscapes, maain
commumtics and demand good design.

B Planining appeals should become fairer as a result of CPRE
Warwickshire's lobbying of the Ofice of the Reputy Fhime
Minister. MNew rules are coming in that will give third parties
mare time to comment on the statements thatl developers
and planning authoribies make as part of the appeal progess

B The Way to Go campaign, o CPRE-led natignal campaign
supported by over 25 major environmental and social justice
organisations  that is working to Influence Gowvernment
spending on transport, hat secured the support of ower 80
MPE,



Matters of
Moment

The new-fangled advertising boards continue o
spraut on the wayside verges and roundabouts of Wirral, As
members know, the Socety has long been cntical of the
amauant of ilegal advertising which 5 apparent 0 many
places in Wirral, All those "A° boards outssde shops, garden
centres and other business premeses are, in fact, illegal
without ‘ocal authonty permission.  And, of course, the
worst culpnits are night clubs and other pop music organisa-
siores who paste their ads an roadsede controd boxes, building
site hoardings, telegraph poles and lamp posts, The Society
wok action in two particelarly appaling cases and the
Culprins were taken to oourt by Werral Coundil and Nined,

It can be understeod, therefore, that we were disape-
somted o And that these new wayside advertsement
poards bear the nsignia of Wirral Council itself. Moreover,
wo consider that some of them could feasibly be a hazard to
migtorists.  The anly way drivars can read these ads is by
taking their eyes off the road and, to that extent, we
consider them dangerous

Qur opnion 15 shared by RoSPA (the Royal Sodiety for the
Prevention of Accidents) The A8 and the RAC have in-
formed us that they have not yit formied a view on them and
the Merseysude Pahce have told us that they are not con-
cermed wntil it can be proved that ane has been the cause of
& eallsion,

But it seems Wirral Council s defighted with them o, to
oe exact, delighted with the extra revenue they being in,
Our views that they could be o hazard have been dismissed
and we are now informed that consideration 15 baing given
o othes weays ofv wlhiich the sCheme coubd b extended,

The unuzual TETRA mast which suddenty appeared at
Three Lane Ends Farm, Saughall Massie, some months ago
was, it seems, crected without permission,  Wirral Council
sas imformed the Sockety that the mast (s part of the police
sational emergency network and the contractors instaling
the masts have been unable to find a sultable permanent
site. We have beer told that they intend to apply for
temporary parmission to retain the mast in its present
‘pcation for the time Being.

The proposed development at Port Sunlight which, as
reported in NG local press, has aroused great hostdity
amang the willage residents, has also been of great concern
0 the Saciely Ewecutive Committee. We agree whole-
neartedly with the Residents’ Assoclation that the planned
ouiddings would ot only be quite aut of character with the
Grade 1 Listed willage but waould be o case of over-dovelap-
ment of the site.  We have volced our cajections o the
Comihel.

Harrison Park, Wallasey, has recently been renovated.
Gresal care Bas been faken to restere the park (o its former
standard and, beteving that credit should be given where
credit is due, the Executive Committes has written to the
Dirgctor of Parks and Open Spaces ¢xpressing s appreoa-
tign of a job well dene

Far-reaching plans have heen anncanced for the cegen-
aration of Hoviake and West Kby - obvicusty sparked off by
thoughts of the Qpen Goll Charnplenship in two yoars” time,

The wede-ranging plans put forward by Manchester con-
suiltants, Building Desgn Partnershep, include the creation of
& “guality town centre plaza® at West Kirky Concourse, a
similar ‘plaza enwironment” in front of Hoylake Station, an
20150 bed noted and restaurant on the site of Bee Lbne Car
2ark and a " Vere' type hotel and leisure compiex adjacent

Lo the existing Hoylake Mumopal Golf Course,  Other
proposats mclude & large food relad outlet in Hoylake on
site of the Row, the upgrading of facalities in West Kirby's
Coronation Gardens angd the creaton of The Necklace” - a
chain of soft lighting to shawcase {as they say) the Marine
Lakie; iy West Kirby.

For many people. hawesern, the modl welcome aspect wall
surely be the recognition of the need for public todels
Acoessible from South Parade,

The Couwncill well say this grand design has been the
subject of pulilic consultatbion and the residents were geven
the opportunity to comment. Well, werg they?

The pians were revealed at iwo open meebings, ane i
Haylake the other in West Keichy and of was annoanaed that
they wauld B pet on display in the Liorares. They failed to
matermhise bul o 19 May they suddonly appeared in West
Kirby Concourse - just three days before the ciosing date for
cammenks,

It is doubtful whether a traned planner could absord the
details of such ragical proposals in that time, let alpone Joe
Pubrc

Street name-plates in Wirral have beon engaging the
Ewecutive Committes’s attention. We notece that the Coun-
il has of late been renewing these on the borough's major
rogtes and very well they ook, oo To that extent, we
commend the Highways and Engineering Department, Bt
there are scores of ofd cast iron plabtes which have not been
maintained so that many have badly rusted and, in somé
cases, are now almost indecipherable, particularly ta motor-
ists searching for an address

We have spokien bo the Director of Highways and Engi
neening Services abut this and we would be p'eased to hear
of any particulsrly bad cases which members: feal reguire
urgent attention,

We have ponted out, too, that some o Wirral's old
cast-iron milestone posts are similarly in need of a re-paint
and we have been assured that they, too, will receéive early
attention.

The Rt.Hon Frank Field MP, who has long taken a keen
interest in the efforts of the Bidston Preservation Trust to
save Bidston Observatory has tabled an Early Day Moton n
the House of Commans to mark this month's 60th anniver-
sary of the O-Day landings, Bidstan Observatary played an
impoartant part in those landings, providing General Eisen-
howiar with vital tadal information

Mr Field's molion: That this howse, mndful of the success-
ful O-Day Landings 60 yoars ago, which resuited in froeing
Western Europe from Nazi tyranny, congratufates the Sid:
St Gﬂseﬂ.ﬂ]‘ﬂ-’]«' an fhewr r..?r!mng f.'ﬂ'ﬁ‘ pl’t"ﬂ'l’(ﬂﬂl’iS and tfe
Bidston Preservabion Truse fov s altempls to preserve the
Observaton: site 35 & crucal part of sur heritage,

At the time of going te pross, the motan had been sgrcd
by 27 Mernbers of Padiament - includeng all Wirral MPs.

Meals Drive, Hoylake has scen considerable prossure
from developers around the Foyal Liverpeol Golf Cluh area
A large developmént was allowed on the site of the former
Lees School and landmark buildings, ke THe Priory - once
a highty desirabie residence bul debased 1o a Job Cendre -
nave been demaiished.

Following pressure from local residents and the Hoylake
Civic Society, Wirral Borough Council appointed consultants
to appralse the area, Thewr findings were accepted and the
Meals Drive anea bas become the Borewgh's 22nid Conserva
tion Areas.

wWirral Council boasts one Conservation Officer ta owirsen
these Z2-areas - which include Bidston Village, Hamilton
Square and Birkenhead Park.  The City of #ull, widh g
smaller population than Wirral, has 23 conservalion areas
and to ook after them o employs two full -time consesvabion
officers and two planning officers specialising in wrban
design matters



Uphill Tasks

Qht dream of Joy! Is this indeed
The lighibouse top [ see?
Fo this the fil® fo piic the mgl?
I5 Ihis Mg own countmea?

Colenidge's Anclent Mariner dd not guite say that but had
he chanced upon Bidston HIll he might well have done 5o,
Bidstan Hell today, of course, i *mine own countrae’ more
than it ever was 200 years ago n Coleridge’s day whien it
would kave been in private hands, Then it would have been
& hill of keath and heatteer, a ittle gorse here and thene, o
wooden mill, a lighthouse, but no observatory, 1T presents
a different pacture today. Mord gorso, less heather and more
trees, espoecialy silver birch, sycamere and cak - and rhodo-
cendran bushes, And probably mere people about.

Bigston Hill, as we have sai before, has been grossiy
neglected over the past quarter century but, oh dream of
Joy, that @s slowly being put to rights, Fallowing the detailed
surviey made by D Hilary Ash for Cheshere Ecological Trust
and the Management Plan she produced a five-pear action
plan and Mic Harding, the kill's Ranger, the Friends of
Bidsion Hill gnd parties of volunbeers have been warking
hard o put it i good order, And, recently they came to the
rescue af some giraffes.

Giraffes! On Badskon Hlll Well, no - notl exactly, The
giraffas were i Chester Zoo - bt they were o litthe fTamished
angd ab Seermd thiat ane dem of Food they apparcnthy- stick out
their necks far is lush sdver irch

Maow, silver Birch 15 something the hill bas in over-abun
gance.  For many years self-sown saphngs were left un-
touched and have become fully mature trees and something
of a birch farest was doveloping, Foltowing the recommen-
catians of the Maragement Flan, the Ranger and parties af
wolunteers have removed a large nomber of these trees,
And nothing was wasted. Some of the wood went to local
schocts for scal plucal activitieos [ nice change fram haw the
birch was used in Victonan times) while the branches and
twegs were collected by Chester Zoo,

At Chester they were crushied and turned inte giraffe food

{or "browse” as it"s called} and, apparently, the giraffes

found it hp-smacking good. Naw, ai arca of birch on the kil

will be C'EIIZ"DIL'E'ﬂ and the LoD '-'-fI”i'l:l..Il and {D“E{t 1T At interdals
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“The foed s grvear cared
they ve oven huilt
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Warious grants have becn apphed figr, Nic Hardmg ra-
ports, and thie money will go towards replacing pathways,
planting some &00 new trees, repainng historic features
and producing publicity material to-promote the hill with its
trees, and exceptional collection of rhodedendrons

Morna Knottenbelt, Charman of The Fraends of Bidston
Hill ang a rhododendron expert (a member of the RHS
Morth West Ehododendren Commities), has recently com-
pleted a 15 months-survey of those on Bidstorn Hill. She
photographed them, meassured the size of the Aowers and
leaves, wrote careful descnptions of them and, with the aid
of the RHS library and other sources has dentified 32
different-specimens - of which only three are avaslable from
specialist nurseries today.

People who were aoquanted with Bidston Hill sgme years
aqo will remamber that one of its great attractions were the
extensive views whch could be had of the Welsh hilks, Liver:
pool waterfront, and Liverpool Bay. With the absence of any
tree management those views gradually. disappeared.  But |
happily, some vistas have now been oponed up. One, By the
Observatory, gives & good view of Liverpoal and the water-
front and, in the opposite dirgction, a view of the Welsh Hilis,
Fromm the foothridge there is now a view across the mouth of
the Dee Estuany towards the Poant of Air,

Grants bavie 3lao been recewved Lo pay for 3 new notceksard
i the car park, new pomc tabies and Some StRmnmers

‘Al this will have a massive impact on the hill," said MNec,
adding "and we shall be having cur perodic walks to see the
babs, our fungal forays-and, during the summér, our popular
gueded walks."

Sadly, the Open Days ab the wendmall have been suspanded,
A survey has concleded that, untl some restoratean n done, it
15 mot wholly safe for the pubhic bo enter

The Society Executive Commitiee recemed nows of those
deveiopments with great pleasure and, by way of congratulat-
ing the Ranger, the wolunteéers and The Fnends of Bidston Hill,
they have agreed to sponsor The Frends” website which 15 now
in the course of preparation,
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