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The Chairman reflects . .

As vou will know by now, the Society s marking ts 75 years of existence. Tnevitably, celabrabng any form of anniversary
leads one to reéflect on the past; consider the present and look ahead to the future,

In the course of such a reflection over the Soclety's 75 vears a number of gquesktions comae to sne's mind; the central one
peing to ask how have things changed in that time,

The sthtement put out by the newly formed Sooety on 22nd May 1928, talls us that the imain concern of those fTounding
members was ot just the significant increase in buwilding in various part of the peninsula, It was as much the
unsyimpathelc desicn and wcation of those butldings. This seemed 1o be a direct result of the lack of interest in what was
happening by both the public and thelr representatives at lecal and national government levels; the fatter being
demonstrated both by the lorgely ineffective planning controls and the will to strengthen them

This advancing tide of bricks and mortar appeared to increpse significantly as the 1930 progressed.  This teck the form
of anincreased level of "wolume’ bullding away from the established centres of population, {ogether with espedial concern
directed towards the so-called ribbon development alengside main roads.

Again, even during this lime of high Building activity, contemporary records appesr Lo show the Society trying Lo take 3
balanced approach, The need for mare houses seemed to be accepted {afbeit reluctantly, we are sure) but its rman
objections were directed more towards the poor quality, siting and density of what was being constructed.

It ts prodably fair to say thet over all this time those whe espaused the cause of conservation were considered by the
pubtic and officialdam abke to be ntedering eccentrics, whose vigws ware to be tolerated or idsally ignored.

This view of our predecessors in the conservation movement continued pver a pencd of seme 30 years tollowing e
Second World War. During this time, howevar, the displriting pre-war situation changed for the better in some respects,
Perhaps the most significant Improvement was that our national elected representatives had seen the light and introduged
extensive new powers in the form of the 1947 Town and Country Planning Act, Further powers intreducing the corcapt aof
Green Belis, Listed Buldings and Conservation Sreas followed during this perod end these controds began to play an
effective part in bringing some order out of the virtuad free=far-all that had exsted to date. AR last, it seemed that our
voices were being heard; townshlp boundaries began to be respected and the value of historic buildings and lozalities were
positively recognised. Sadly though, the volume bullders were still much in evicence and the collective demands of us.all,
a& road wsers, resultod in the construction of the M53 meterway which cut a sigrificant swathe up the paninsula.

These last few decades have seen a welcome recognition by those at all Ipvels in Gowernment that we consenvananises
were right after all'  Our relationship with the decision-makers has now very largely moved fram being adversanial to one
of partnership, 5o we now find that 5o many of our views hapoily coinclde with those in Govarnment. Long may Ehis positive
situation contimie!

%

A5 we g0 to press, we understand that the new Govemment housing targets for Virral are set al thelr iowest |evel, so
hopefully we may see the last of the volume buflgers i the not too distant future. Most of Wirral has a very tight Gman
Bell; thanks te Cheshire County Councll and the fmmﬂe County Councll. This valuable asset Is being admirably
rnmntalnre.d by our Councils. This mﬁtrmn, taken 2long with new Governmment Guidance, is now generating increasad
pressare to intensify and re-develop within wrm In some cases, this |15 an opportunity to replacs indiffarent
bulldings of the past, but [n others it is resulting In the m effect of over-development in some aneas.

Rod Tann



Z&8th Anniversary Dinner

The Executive- Committec s highly debghted with the
rosponse to this important event which will be held in
the Westwood Suite of The Grange Country Club,
Thornton Haugh, on Thursday 22 May,

All the arrangements have now been finalised and we
thok forward to & memarable eveaing,  However,
some tickets are still avallable price £E20 each and
mey be had from ¢

Bawvid Casement
5 Cornwall Deive
Prenton

Wirral CHEZ DRW

SUMMER MEETING

Fer our ?5th Anniversary Summer Megting we are
privileged to be able to invite members and friends
to-a guided tour of the animal care facilities at

The UNIVERSITY OF LIVERPOOL
VETERINARY FIELD STATION
LEAHURST, Willaston
On the Chester High Road (A540),
On Saturday 19 July at 2.30pm

Crovg Aoutlh 2ong the ASHT Leaherst o oo the. g
CATAAGWaAL ANTIeer Srnrmeaialedy arter The Finderton Anms.
Please note. This will be the only Iatimation.
Mo reminders will be sent out 50 please make a

note of the date and time NOW.

Wirral Society
mees

the Arts

Spring has sprung and that means the annual Wirral
Spring Artand Photographic Exbibition is undenway at the
Wilkamson Art Gablery in Birkenhead: As part of our pro-
gramme ba mark the Society’s 75th birthday we joined In
this year’s exhibitian by sponsoring two special prizes
Selection was made fram those paintings already "hung’ by
our Chairmam, Rod Tann and Vice-Chairman, Terry Edgar (a
former art teacher), It was, they raport, no casy task. The
Spring Exhibition s extremely popular amoing Wirral's artis-
fic community. No less than 447 items were submitted and
293 were Ultinvately accepted for exhibition,

The winner of the Wirral Socety award of £50 was John
Fairbalm of Greasby for his delicate and traditional watee-
cofpur interpretation of & familar place with his "Picnic an
Red Rocks', The runner-up, who received a chegoe for E25
was Paul Lewis of Bebington for an altegether more-frealy
painted rendering of an equally familiar Wirral location,
'Rest Hill', Storeton.

Rod Tanm, in handing over the: cheques at the preview on
11 April, spoke af the Soclety's past - and continuing - role
in protecting the Wirral environment and expressed the
hope that the prizes, although given to mark a significant
milestone in the long life of the Sodety, might also herald a
wider invalvement in the arts in the future.

The Exhubation is put en every year, ' sald Kad Heatlie, the
Gallery’s Senior Keepor, - expressly to encourage all aspects
of artistic endeavour in Wirral and we're delighted not anly
by the mumber of entries we've had but by the high stand-
ards reached.

The Exhibition, covering five gallenes:mchudes not only
palntings, drawings and photographs but also sculpture,
Cerafmics, wood carvings and bronzes. It iswell worth & visit
and the Werral Society award-winners are glearty labelled.

The Willizmson Art Gallery, at the corper of Siately Aoad/
Balts Road, Oxton, & open Tuesday-Senday 10am - Spm,
The Exhibitipn is open watil 1 June,

Tree Planting

In our programme of 75th Annibwersary Events we have
announced our intention to establish a permanent reminder
of the occasion by planting a tree or trees somewhers in
Wirrad which would bear a suitable plaque. Alas, thaugh we
have searched diligently we have yet to find a sultable site.
Public parks and gardens, including Mess Gardens, are
happy to accept trees but rone i willing to allow it to be
graced with a plague. The reasan s understandable; they
don't wank to set a precedent and end up in years to come
averladen with piagues which would despail the character af
the place.

If-ary member has any bright ideas on the subject we
would Be glnd Lo hear them,

Guided Walks
and Open Days

Learn more about the fascinating history of Bidston. Hill
fram the Norse Trish in 1DO0AD to the present day Dy joining
ene of thé Friends of Bidston Hill guideg walks:
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They ane gentle walks for all ages during which you seeand
hear the story of the Famows windmill, the Observatory and
the Lighthouss, view the ancient stone carvings, the local
flara and fauna.

Mo need to book. Just turn up at Tam O'Shanber Urban
Farm in Boundary Road, Bidston on any othe the fallowing
dates; Wednesday 18 June, Tussday 26 Aughust, Thursday
23 October, Tuesday 16 December. Walks start at 10am and
finsshy araund 12.30pm Refreshments may be had at the tarm
cafe,

A great opportunity for & family cuting that is different is
offered by the Bidston Windmilki Open Days from 2-4pm on
& July, 3 August, 7 September, 5 ODctober, 2 Novembir, 7
December, Again, no booking required. Just turn Lip.



Save the
Observatory

A5 the Bidston Preservation Trust deliberates on how to
ersurd the futurs of the Bidston Observatorny 35 & musaun
and visitar centre after it is vacated by the Tidal Institute
in August it seems that the current owners, The Nationat
Environment Research Council {(NERC) and the University
of Liverpool, are bent en selling it and the adjacent
Proudnan Oceanggraphic Laboratory building for residen-
tial purposes,

Many Folk are dnder the llusion that Bidston HEl is
sacrocanct and that such a thing could never happen,
That's a delusian. MNone of the buildings are coviered by
the same protection the bl itsell enjoys.

Bidstan Preservation Trust has been inundated with
letters fram many influential prople expressing support for
their aims to ensure that the history of the Observatery
and the work of interatianal importance which has gone
on there over the decades sheould be properly acknowledged
and remembered by converting this uneque buflding into a
muséum, But hp service is not eposgh.

Interest in the Trusts' proposals has been expressed by
both the Architectural Heritage Lottery Fund and Englsh
Heritege but what is needed is to make these arganisations
take any positive steps is the enthusiastic support of the
Wiera! Metropolitan Borgugh Council,

Peter Crawlond, the founder and chalrman of the Bidston
Preservation Trust, has, from the outset, propossd that
thie windmill, the Chservatory and lghthouse and the hill
(tsaif, -together with Flaybrick: Memorial Gerdens, Tam
B'Shanter Farm and the lesser known Bidston Court Gardens
wolld inoall, make a visibor attraction in the same way that
the hugely successful Birkenhead Hertiage Trail has been
dewised.  The star attraction, of course, would be an
Dbservatory Museum and Visitor Centre with & cafie, tollets
and all facilitios. Only Wirral Council ceuld achieve that.
It bas the experence and the clout.  We realise only too
well thal it cauld not find the necessary funding to hand
frem Its gwn coffers but money can be made available.
The Architectural Heritage Lottery Fund has shown en-
couraging interest and we wnderstand swch a scheme
would be available for financial help from the Wirral
Coastal Park Scheme.

To allow this histons buildmg to be urmed nto apartments
or put to any other mundane use would be-a great
eppoumy trovwn away

The Council bas made a good job of making Birkentead
Priory, Woodsice Ferry terminal, the Grassshopper pump
and Ehe trams into an exciting visitor attraction. Bidston
Hill, Tam O'Shanter Farmy and Flaybrick Memerial Gardens
offer a similar opportunity,

The o Observatory building ks-at risk and we-do not
apologise for making known our fears forits futine.

“Walking in the park one day,
In the merry, merry
month of May’

How many of us do that these days?  Last vear the
Government acknowledged that the nation's parks and
open spaces were not fulfilling their objestives, Fewer and
fewer paople were ugsing them - for all the well-known
reasons.  Concern about personal safety, particularly in
relation to children, liter, graffiti and vandalsm; made-
guate facilities - and general neglect. ANl aver the country
urban parks, in particular, have come wery low on the
agenda of local authority budget provisions but now, with
a promise of extra funding, seme remedial steps are being
taken,

At a weekend Forum of Friends of Wirral's parks angd
gardens, at which the Scciety was represented, wos held
at the peginning of the year in Vale Park, New Brightan,
Dave Cowling, Head of Parks and Open Spaces for Wirral
Councll, explained the changés which are propased far cur
OpEn GPACES.

The chief proposals are that the Parks and Opzn Spaces
Services will be restructured and the work of parks stafl
will be sodely to care for the parks. Outside work (the care
of roadslde verges and weed-spraying, for example}l will
be transferred to the Highways Depariment  Parks Service
will continue, however, to provide a maintenance service
for schoal playing fields.

Parks Superintendents would be given mome respansibility
for managing parks and the role of the Rangers will be
more clearly defined.

Among the priorities recognised were more and better
teilets, more litter Bins, more rangers or park palice, mare
seating, facilities for teenagers, befter play areas and
provision of tea rooms and aven shopa.

There |s no denying that these objectives are what Jog
Public has bgen long crying cut for but the number of
parks, county parks, open spaces, nature resendes and
playing fields for which the Department is responsible
suggests that these improvements will not be achieved
overnight.

In Wirral, there are 2,976 acres of parks and open
spaces an B0 sites, This Indudes two major phrks
[Birkenhead and Wallasey Central}, si country parks, 50
local parks, T local nature reserves, 5 public-gardens and
112 sports pitches of one sort or another.  Addiionally,
there are B1 children’s play arcas; LI cemeteries and 44
slistment sites. There are also 25 miles of coastline and
4 miunicipal goll courses to be malntained. Oh, yes - and
130 incidental open spacos.

It s a formidable list. We must be patient,

I vau think that Wirral martees
tell vour friends abouw
Tire Wirral Society




ILLEGAL...
...Advertising

In the last ssue of Hidrad Maffors we reparted that we had
brought to the notice of the Wirral Borcugh Solicitor two
cases of widespread - and illegal - Myposting throwghowt the
borough and that the Council intended to prosecute the
porpotrotor.  The adwertisements had becn attached to
lanp-pasts, guard rails, traffic lghts and pasted on vacant
buildings. The case was proved and the nightelul icensea
responsibie was fined £500 plus E100 costs and ordered to
pay Wirrnl Couneil ERDD in cormpansation

Sald Steve Maddox, Wirral Council Chief Execubive:
"Flyposting iz having a detrimental effect on the area and the
Council is anxious to tackle the probtilem. This prosecution
serves as a warning that this Council will nat hesitate to take
legal action against Myposting offenders,

...Littering

The Sockety recently complained to Network Rail about the
diggusating amount of lither which has been allowed to accu-
mulate slong Merseyrzil embankments of the Wirral Line. It
is parteularly bad on the strebch botween Station and
Station. The culprits are, of course, from that sevtion of the
public which has no sense ef pride or ghame and unless thay
are caught in the act tthe can be done to frighten them off,
MNevertheless, a responsibility rests upen those whao own or
whir are In charge of an area where dumping takes place to
remove it It ks rot a legal obshigation but civlc duty ard one
which ta which a public utility should react quicker than most,
Sadly, there is probably no one on the stafl whosa job
description includes the removal of dumped rubblsh,

AL the time of going to press na reply to our complaint has
yel been recetved.

We have also drawn the attention of Wirral Council to the
amount af blown litter strewn aleng Bidston-Hoylske rosd
between the Tesco roundabout and Reeds Lane.  The
Council’s reply pointed out that a sub-contractor ks charged
with keeping the road tidy and removing litter once a month
and our concern will be brought to their notice. Obviously,
once a manth is not often BN,

Earlies in the year Werral Council anneunced the launch of
a clampdewn on |ittle lout and the Introduction of litter
wardens charged with issulng en-the-spot fines to offendears.
We wish them luck, [t will be very Interesting to see how
they get an,

Rosemary Smith

A5 we gota press. We were saddened to hear of the
death of Rosemary Smith, the widew of eur former
Vice-Presdent W, Victor Smith in whose memory gur
lectures are hald sach year.

Rosemary was a great supporter of the Sooiety and, like
Vieter, was a Wirralian through and through, She will
e sadly missed by her many friends and by her family
to whom we offer our sincere condolences.

The

Ever-expanding Airporls

The management of Liverpod! John Lennon Alrport has
announced an investoment of E130,000 In a new system
designed to enable aircraft to remain at higher albitudes
before landing, This, they claim; will reduce aircraft noise
lor people living under the atrpert fight path frem the west,
That will give a littl2 solace to the residents of Bebingtan,
Bromborough, Eastham and Caldy. But not all that much.
The number of passengers ysing Liverpool Alrpert is on the
rise - froom 3 million this year to an ecpected 4.5 millich by
2006,

The prebiem of the rapid rise in air passengers has
brought 2bout some alarming forecasts by Governmerit
statisticians which suggest thet the number of alrcraft in the
skies jn the years te come will Blat oult the sun.

The current 180 million air passengers a year today, flying
in and out of Britich airports, will spar to 500 million by the
year 20340, That's nearly twice the population of the United
States. To meet this demand waonld need the pquivalent of
five more Heathrows.

However, Govermmenls seldom dispute their own cinl
servants’ computed findings and the forecasts were quickly
followed by preposals to expand Britain's existing airports in
all directions ta cater for these hypothetical air traveblars.
Proposals have been mooted to concrete over vast areas of
Green Belt countryside for new runways and:airport tarmi-
nals and even new airports,

CPRE have reacted by mounting a vigorous campaign to
fight the plans. They not only point to the devastating
effects on rural Britain but alse on the state of the air above;
Think of it, On a return flight from London to New York an
aircralt produces about 800 (yes; sight hundred) tonnos of
carban digxide, the gas which is cauging global warming and
other climate changes.

It wodild take an average family car 200 years at 12,000
miles per annum, to produce the same amount.

Meor is it just the climate. Peopla near airports are directly
affected by pollution on the ground from aircraft and traffic.
Nitrogen oxide emission are higher and that sggravates
asthma, reduces lung function and causes lung disease.

MNor is it just the sirports. Bigger airports call for Ngger
roads with all the probiems that entails. Special wildlife and
heritage stes; Areas of Qubtstanding Natural Beauty, parks
and gardens and hundreds of listed bulldings would all be at
risk,

Larger alrports also call for hotels, cxtra porking, oddi
tional housing (for example 83,000 extra houses at Stan-
stoad alone), miles of new mobtorway and widening of

existing roads, It doesn't bear thinking abaut,...

CPRE say that their campaign would benefit hugely from
support 0 the form of writing 2 letter to a key opinion
former (your MP, a Government Departmient or member of
the House of Lords) and they invite you to do so,
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