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The Chairman reflects . .

As vou will know by now, the Society s marking ts 75 years of existence. Tnevitably, celabrabng any form of anniversary
leads one to reéflect on the past; consider the present and look ahead to the future,

In the course of such a reflection over the Soclety's 75 vears a number of gquesktions comae to sne's mind; the central one
peing to ask how have things changed in that time,

The sthtement put out by the newly formed Sooety on 22nd May 1928, talls us that the imain concern of those fTounding
members was ot just the significant increase in buwilding in various part of the peninsula, It was as much the
unsyimpathelc desicn and wcation of those butldings. This seemed 1o be a direct result of the lack of interest in what was
happening by both the public and thelr representatives at lecal and national government levels; the fatter being
demonstrated both by the lorgely ineffective planning controls and the will to strengthen them

This advancing tide of bricks and mortar appeared to increpse significantly as the 1930 progressed.  This teck the form
of anincreased level of "wolume’ bullding away from the established centres of population, {ogether with espedial concern
directed towards the so-called ribbon development alengside main roads.

Again, even during this lime of high Building activity, contemporary records appesr Lo show the Society trying Lo take 3
balanced approach, The need for mare houses seemed to be accepted {afbeit reluctantly, we are sure) but its rman
objections were directed more towards the poor quality, siting and density of what was being constructed.

It ts prodably fair to say thet over all this time those whe espaused the cause of conservation were considered by the
pubtic and officialdam abke to be ntedering eccentrics, whose vigws ware to be tolerated or idsally ignored.

This view of our predecessors in the conservation movement continued pver a pencd of seme 30 years tollowing e
Second World War. During this time, howevar, the displriting pre-war situation changed for the better in some respects,
Perhaps the most significant Improvement was that our national elected representatives had seen the light and introduged
extensive new powers in the form of the 1947 Town and Country Planning Act, Further powers intreducing the corcapt aof
Green Belis, Listed Buldings and Conservation Sreas followed during this perod end these controds began to play an
effective part in bringing some order out of the virtuad free=far-all that had exsted to date. AR last, it seemed that our
voices were being heard; townshlp boundaries began to be respected and the value of historic buildings and lozalities were
positively recognised. Sadly though, the volume bullders were still much in evicence and the collective demands of us.all,
a& road wsers, resultod in the construction of the M53 meterway which cut a sigrificant swathe up the paninsula.

These last few decades have seen a welcome recognition by those at all Ipvels in Gowernment that we consenvananises
were right after all'  Our relationship with the decision-makers has now very largely moved fram being adversanial to one
of partnership, 5o we now find that 5o many of our views hapoily coinclde with those in Govarnment. Long may Ehis positive
situation contimie!
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A5 we g0 to press, we understand that the new Govemment housing targets for Virral are set al thelr iowest |evel, so
hopefully we may see the last of the volume buflgers i the not too distant future. Most of Wirral has a very tight Gman
Bell; thanks te Cheshire County Councll and the fmmﬂe County Councll. This valuable asset Is being admirably
rnmntalnre.d by our Councils. This mﬁtrmn, taken 2long with new Governmment Guidance, is now generating increasad
pressare to intensify and re-develop within wrm In some cases, this |15 an opportunity to replacs indiffarent
bulldings of the past, but [n others it is resulting In the m effect of over-development in some aneas.
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