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Things to

Come?

If all the developments currently In the plpeline
should ever come to fruition - both nationally and locally -
the Wirral Peninsuba s in for some very dramatic changes.

To stark with, there |s a proposal to build a gigantic wind
farm, with 200 huge turtines covering an area of 80 square
mites, 14 miles off the Wirral shore in Liverpodl Bay.
Ignaring for & mament the debate on whether they would
add enough continuous pewer to cater for 500,000 homes
{as claimed). there are concerns about the damaging effect
it woeuld have on the view from the shores of west Wirral
and deep concern about the effect they will have on the tens
of thousands of seabirds which annually fiy Inta the feeding
ground of the Dee and Mersey estuaries, How they might
affect the shipping roule to Liverpool is alse a facter to be
concerned about,

Mew Brighton

Then there is the much-trumpeted plan to regenerate,
feinvigorate and generally  refurbish the New Brighton
seafront. This, a5 members will know, has caused a great
rumpus and divided the residents Into two apposing factions
- those who belleve that the proposal to bulld an Incongru-
ous giant superstore and a block of flats in the middle of the
promenade i worth putting up with In retum for 8 promise
of other facilities deemed proper te making the town a
proper resart” again® and those who think the pian s a total
abamination to be vigorously opposed.

Port Sunlight

There is atsa the hoohah raging in Port Sunlight where the
Village Trust want to develop some spare land on the edge
af the willage which many folk declare will be totally out of
sympathy with William Hesketh Lever's lovely creation - a
creation which many believe merts Weeld Heritage Site
status,

Bidston Hill

And what is to become of historic Bidston Observatory and
what s the future of Bldston Hill liself is another thory
problem. We have well detumented the dilemma caused by
the move of the stalf to Liverpool leaving the Observatory
and the Froudman Laboratory bullding vacant.

Wirral Council seem content to allow the Proudman budd-
ing to be sold, demolished and redeveloped with a large
eatate of houses and fats, But as they no longer own the
buildings they have shown no interest whatsoever in trying
to save the famous, hiskorl and Grade I1 Listed Observatory
« yit they ciaim te be the guardian of Wirmal's heritage,

A Wirral businessman as shown great inberest in convert-
ing the laboratory bulding inte a hotel and restaurant. It
would seem to be an ideal solution but the Councll are trying
to persuade him to erect a hotel in West Kirby, Such a hotel
would certainly be filled for the week or two of The Open
Championship m Hoylake but it is highly questionable
whether It wouid be a viable proposition ance the goifing
gala Is finlshed.
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Dark cloud?

Then there is the suggestion that the infamous ‘Cloud’
recently blown away by Liverposl could, instead, be bulld on
the Cammel Laird site.  Will it be buill instead of the
proposed snowdrpme {(whatever that is) and ski slope, or as
well as?

©r will it be the first of three so-called “iconic” structures
on the banks of the Mersey shouting yah-boo at Liverpool’s
famous Three Graces? It was recently reported that Wirral
Council is looking into the possibility of having an ‘ionic’
{today's n word) bullding oF two erected somewhere near
Woodside, apparently |n the belief that since we enjoy the
best view of the Liverpogl waterfront we ought to hawve
semething that Uverpudiians can look at.

Unaxpected threats

There is also the threat to the eastern half of the Peninsula
follawing the ban on new developments an the western side.
It was hoped that this move would direct the thoughts of
develapers tewards building an the many brownfield sites
avallable east of the M53. But developers do not seem
particularly interested in building small howuses and small
blocks of flats on derelict sites in less afluent areas,
Undeterred, they have been seeking out large howses with
large gardens and tempting the owners to sell, offering huge
sums of money, in one case, we've been told, by as much
as twice the current market value.

This ruse is worrying the Oxton Soclety which Is now
trying to extend the boundaries of the Oxton Canservation
Area to include more of the farger Victorian houses i the
hope of frustrating would-be developers there,

Thornten Hoeugh

The residents of Thornton Hough are - at the time of
writing - llving with the dreaded threat of having 40-ton
lorries charging through thelr quiet gem of a village several
times a day In each direction. They will come from the new
Aldi distribution depot which s being bullt en the former
Marconi site on the Chaster High Road.

Wirral Council ks reportedly trying to forestall the threat by
seeking autharity to place a weight restriction on the roads
into and out of the village.

This is a lermidable list but a slight break in the clawds that
hover over us Is the imaginative proposal by sculptor Tom
Murphy for a reclining figure of Neptune, an a monumental
scale comparabie with New York's Statue of Liberty, to be
built somewhere near the mouth of the Mersey. As the Tides
Fze and fall g0 would Meptune dramatically slak and ri<e
again.

There is alio the Aluna Project, designed by Laura Willlams.
She, too, has the Wirral shores of the Mersey in mind as a
site for her gigantic six storey-high, all glass, tdal-powered
Moon dock.

Wirral Councll would Hke to build one or the other, If not
both, If only it could find the millions to do do.

They would really be iconic - and semething for Liverpoal
felk to see and the world to wonder at.












