SPRING 2005

WIRRAL MATTERS

NEWS FROM THE WIRRAL SOCIETY -
THE WIRRAL COMMITTEE OF THE CAMPAIGN TO PROTECT RURAL ENGLAND (CPRE)

FOUNDED 1928

President : Professor John Tarn OBE DL FRIBA FRSA FRHistS FSA

The Keith Davidson Award

The winner of the newly-created Keith Davidson Award for an outstanding contribution towards the preserva-
tion of the Wirral environment for the year 2004 is Graham Handley of Boundary Road, Bidston.

Graham was nominated by the Wallasey Civic Society for
his tenacious- and eventually successful - campaign to right
a wrong perpetrated by the Mersey Docks and Harbour
Company on the one hand and Wirral Council on the other.

Members will recall the first visit to the Mersey of the QE2
which attracted thousands to vantage points on both asides
of the river. Graham, and many other people, made their
way to what they thought would be the best viewpoint,
directly opposite Liverpool’s Pier Head, on the Twelve Quays
site. It turned out to be quite the opposite since their path
was blocked by a wire fence and a large notice reading Stop:
No Public Access.

This, it turned out, was the site of the new car-ferry
terminal which had received planning permission from the
Council in the year 2000. But what the Council had over-
looked (or not bothered to check) was that this would breach
a Public Right of Way which had been decreed by statute
many years ago.

Graham was so affronted by this that he determined to do
what he could to restore a facility the public had enjoyed for
so long. Within a few days he launched a one-man campaign.
Following a complaint to the Council he set about getting
support,

In their nomination The Wailasey Civic Society said:

“For four years Mr Handley lobbied councils, corpora-
tions and companies, MP’s and councillors, in order to
present a case for the restoration of this public ameni-
ty. He approached and achieved the co-operation of
over 40 Wirral societies and organisations represent-
ing over 100,000 people, keeping them informed of
progress, step by step, with mfonnaﬂon and phomgrapns.
Radio stations were tar- [ :
geted as well as local news-
papers.

He ignored setbacks and
disappointments. His tenac-
ity and vision together with
his faith in the future, was
an inspiration to all cam-
paigners who, like him,
believed and cared about
Wirral.

Mr Handley's persuasion
also brought into the fray
the Wirral Footpaths Society
and, ultimately, the

Graham Handley

formidable Ramblers’ Association whose considerable
contacts and experience with Rights of Way problems
were to prove invaluable.

Mr Handley’s own patient investigation and re-
searches into archives produced winning results and
these together with the admirable work done by the
Rambler’s Association brought about a successful out-
come for the preservation of this long-established
Right of Way. Without Graham Handley none of this
would have happened”

Despite the huge weight of evidence the relevant Wirral
Council Committee would not recognise that an unbroken
footpath had existed and the matter went to the Secretary
of State for the Environment for a decision. Last September
he ruled that there had been a Right of Way and ordered the
Council to issue a Modification Order accordingly to their
definitive list of Wirral footpaths. As we go to press that
order has not yet been issued but we understand that before
it can be made the Council has to find out from the Docks
Company the actual extent of the path. We await develop-
ments.

The Society wishes to thank all those who took the trouble
to submit Nominations to ‘kick-start’ what will now be an
annual competition. The judges, for their part, report that
they were most impressed with the wide variety of tasks
which have been undertaken by voluntary workers which the
entries disclosed. They range from looking after various
kinds of flora and fauna, birds and butterflies, clearing out
historic ponds, layering hedges and planting trees to plan-
ning and running scarecrow festivals, and working in various
ways to preserve our built heritage.

Photo D.G.C £
= . seme" In the event, after much ear-

nest consideration and discus-
sion, the judges produced a
short list of four,

All four nominees were ex-
tremely worthy candidates but
the great doggedness and de-
termination displayed by Gra-
ham Handley and the ultimate
success of his campaign won
the day.

*

A framed certificate and a
cheque for £250 will be pre-
sented to Graham by Mrs June
Davidson at the Executive
Committee Dinner in May.













