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The Keith Davidson Award

The winner of The Wirral Society Keith Davidson Award for an outstanding contri-
bution towards preserving the Wirral environment during the year ended 31
December 2005 is John Moffat of Eastham
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Joehn Moffat at Flaybrick

John was nominated by Val Doodson MBE on behalf of the
committee of the Friends of Flaybrick Memorial Gardens.

Flaybrick Memorial Gardens (formerly Flaybrick Ceme-
tery) is Wirral's first public cemetery and the last resting
place of many men and women who helped to make and
shape the town of Birkenhead.

John's paternal great, great grandfather and both his
paternal grandparents are buried there and when he was
tracing his family history some years ago he decided to visit
the cemetery and try to find the grave. When he passed
through the gates in Tollemache Road he was appalled at
what he saw.

100,000 burials had taken place in Flaybrick and the
cemetery was full. Further internments were banned and
the cemetery had simply been abandoned. No maintenance
had been carried out for many years and it had become 26
acres of near total devastation.

John was so dismayed that he determined to do some-
thing about it and single-handedly, he formed the Friends of
Flaybrick Cemetery.

That was 14 years ago and ever since John has worked
tirelessly to improve matters. He is the Friends’ Secretary
and, in 1995, it was the Friends' constant pressure which
caused Wirral Council to do something about it. Trees and
shrubs were cut back, paths were repaired, the ruined
chapels were made safe and ring-fenced against the day
when they will be restored.

But the Council's action was little more than cosmetic and
with other members of the Friends, John has worked hard
manually, cutting back overgrown vegetation, clearing
graves and monuments and making the importance of the
cemetery widely known. The Friends’ group grew by 20 per
cent last year and now boasts around 70 members.

Flaybrick has now been designated a Conservation Area
and its collection of mature trees is recognised as an
arboretum with a varied collection of mature trees second
only in Wirral to the collection at Ness Gardens.

John has promoted the Gardens by giving numerous
illustrated talks to various organisations, societies and
groups, both on the trees of Flaybrick and on some the
notable people who are buried there. A major achieve-
ment which particularly impressed the Judging Panel was
John’s success in getting Flaybrick recognised by the pres-
tigious Association of Significant Cemeteries in Europe
(ASCE) - one of only five British cemeteries similarly
honoured. With a colleague he attended the last two Annual
General Meetings of that body (one in Northern Italy and
another in Berlin). They were the only representatives at
the meeting who were not professionally engaged in ceme-
tery management.

Now, following his attendance at the Berlin meeting,
John, backed by Wirral Council, has persuaded ASCE to
hold their 2008 Annual General Meeting in Birkenhead.

The Judging Panel agreed unanimously that this was an
outstanding nomination well worthy of the Keith Davidson
Award which will be presented to John at the Executive
Committee Dinner in May.
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The Judges also awarded two Highly Commended Cer-
tificates. One went to Mrs ‘Rusty’ Keane of Wallasey who
chivvied the Council into restoring Vale Park to such a
successful degree that it has been awarded a coveted Green
Flag for each of the past four years.

Also Highly Commended was the nomination for Paul
Loughnane, secretary of the Wirral Countryside Volunteers.
For many vyears he has organised and taken part in a
programme of hands-on tasks each year for groups of
volunteers of all ages. The projects cover a wide range of
countryside management jobs in areas accessible to the
public, like removing scrub from heathland, tree-planting,
repairing paths, steps and stiles and lots more. He is also
secretary to the New Ferry Butterfly Park.



















