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TRANMERE'S
QUEST

It is ns well (o be reminded (rom time o
time that this Wirral Peninsula with which
we are 8o concerned is not all green felda,
|.-ur}- roniry lanes and heather-clad coam.
mion with views over the Welsh hills, Over
on thee Mersey banks of the penlnsula things
are rather different.

Faar saamie Wme fw the Fxecucive Com-
mittes Bios baren conacious ol the [act tha
the mainthrotof isdeliberationsseemato
be centrad on problems arising in West
Wirmal, Towards rectifying this imbalanee
the Casrmmities was ]JII."IH.rI't'Ir:I wirlenirn e o v
recerit meeting M Barsie Rradburn {uminl
recently Managing Editor of The Wirral
Mews Croup) and MroSeve Dennetrepre-
seating CITIZEN'S QUEST, & cosnmunine
based project imitiated by ressdenis of
Tranmere which has gained the wipportal
Wirml Borough Council. It has ol at-
tracted four secondecs from the privite
SECLor.

The aim of the initiative is o highlight the
imimerkse Fm:.ﬂnm.i of the Tranmere area
and present {in their words) ‘an irrecrice
able stale of decline and social malaive.”

Ancient history

Mr, Bradbure reminded the Cammittee
that Tranmere was once much larger and
move unpertant than Birkenhead with a
history going back to pre-Norman times. In
the [9th century itgrew [rom a ruml village
ifto a thimang mixed bl of villi xnd
cottages and then grachaally became built-
up and ndustszalised with the arpval of Uhe
industrial revolution. With the collipse of
industry and the diappearatice of theship-
yards the not began tooset in,

The problems
The plight of Tranmere and what the resi-
lotswant wsee done bave beenelearly set
ol ir-a smart, glossy, professionally peo-

duced broxhure called “In Secarch of & Bet-
ter Future' from which the fu”rm'in;; -
IGicts are lakern =

W want you 16 share our ssd view of
Franmeee. To undefawnd thal pride i
whial wis ene of the towe's. misst vibrant
nelghborhoods is being crushed despite
our ¢ {forts.

Around us Wirral is being improved dra-
rrintically under the ity Challenge and the
Merseysicle Development Corporation’s
programme buiwe are "the lorgolicn peo-
pled

The boeal sutharity has given (s the ep-
ottty to plisy o oujer part in Lran sform-
ing aur fives and environment Already,
wosrking parties and pubilic meetings have
Bieand oup voices=and now we wan laction,

We intend (5 remain in Tranmere and
CUNUEE IS FEErenn tan in @ sprit ol cansl-
tstion, parnerdiip and e-operation = 4o
heeome i proad communily again

We desperately need your help toachiove
and secure onir [uttire.

Poor environment
The generil environmentis poor witlmuany
derelict and vacant buildings. Proatiion af
well- maintained open spaccs isseverely lim-
itedd. There haabeen Hiile development in
the past 1 years, the arca accounting for

Just 3 per cent ol the Borough's planning

applications.

Ledsure faalitses are minimal and of low
staitlared,  Many bouseholls hide no car
making aceemdiMeulo o placesoutside the
AFva.

Strees which used to be our meeting
places andd play areas are now too danger-
vus becanso of parked wohicles and passing
trailic. (havement parking and taific noe
are o reld problem. Some sireets and ool
paths are badly in need of pegpair and pebo
watisn,

s oo mizin parks are wctimes of vandal
iagn, meglect and unimaginative use. Streel
and parkdighting s poor. Lackof it enoour
BRTS T rime Jnddzm:lgr. Varielalinm b siir
lited by the neglect and shabby appeerance
of Tranmere

Many of cur shopping arcas ane run=3own
e give us o enco Brageiment b visie, Ter
elictarvacant units are o be foand on | of
the four main thoroughlsres

Wer sufTer (rom a high devel of aime,
partcuiarly thefts from houscs and car
Iublie spaces and' recreational areas are
targets for vandalom and graifi,

Parks

Crur maun parks would be restvlod and colur
bished.  Lighting, windalam-proo! wher
posiabile, would provide greater security ani
angicnons, O sugmrestions include; nes
Tandscuping, tree and fower planin g moee
gitrden sections, better play arcas, an urban
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Trammere — in search of a betler fulure.



PLANNING
MATTERS

Chir Phannmg Lialson Oflicer reports -

A rough appraisal of the plinning appli-
vatiomn eecewed by both Wirmal Boraugh
ol and Ellesenere Port & Neston Counes
fll i recenk mr-rllJ'u ‘hfm i mﬂl'll.l.-l'l'lg
predomimance of schemes for domestic al-
Lerations and extensions v ciher types ol
subimisans,

iy prositily reflects a dedision by houses
owners o sy where they sre and boikd
EXUTA poComimodation o their exisling
|'|1:||r|vn r.zIJ:|:r 1.|"|z.r|. YVenluie i.'|.lt! I.h.u.' curreml
dilficult heusing marken.

Apptications [or the building of new
himeses hiave boon few amned mosly consist of
In-lill" schemes. Unluriunately, these can
often give rise toolgections from ownersof
adpisning propertics who sulfer bosi of
A ErIEy £ ST sorL as W ConRsUenee,

Seeehl abyretions are undersiandable and
I FIEIY g s vy necessary and miy resuli
i siliemes bestig mode elosely scrutinsed
by Counenl oflicialy abthough this canoe
alwinys b puaranieed

Noticeable by their small numbers are
applicatinns in the commerciol gnd indus
irial fickd which reflects the uncertibney
with whick business vicws the economic
mithisih,

Liverpise] Bay Gos and Ol Strike: Whilst
Hamilion Bras, O and Gas have been
given planning permision for the building
of i gas termimil atb the Poing of Ayr the
Ceorveroment haseod yet issued olicence for
drilling amed planning permission i sull
awaterd lurthe butlding ofagas-Bred power
stativar al Connak's Quay on which the
whirle progect hinges,

Grave matter: The oddest planning ap-
pHication e have beew mase in Wirral re-
conthy campli L Lhe eye of the nalional peeds,
Arcured olticeralthe Farachute Regimen:
his sought planning consent for himsell
ined bis wile 1o be buried inoaplot of land
which he ownwimdiacent o their bungalow
I Mess,

I has, of course, Jong been customary for
the ansieeraey and landed gentey 1o be
buricd or entomibed in a madsoleun on
thewr oows progaerty But this s miher daffer-
el 1o understond it i the fest such
planning application to he made in
Englind,

The applicint is setting up & s o
safepiard and minan the land in fure
yearsand when quizzed by repariers about
his reasans for aking this siep he rephed:
| wonld much preferit o3 crowded cem-
etery where | don't know many peogple.”

H. Bryan Toeed, FRICS
Planing Liniron Gfficer

Church Farm, Bidston Villsge:

Erlc Sanné, the Soclewy's ropresentative on
the Bidston Village Conservation Area Ad-
viscay Cann bl regoorty that @ planming
apphcation s been made by a focal archi-
teetin resped toed the outbiuldings ol Church
Farm.

Chiureh Farm atself laa 1Tth cenlumy Hated
busilding of both historical and architees
twral interest and wis the largestfarmhouse
ift the sillage. Mol lenst iey inferest are its
mullicned windows which are scaiered
hapharardly seross jis. face ja ihouglh the
bauilding made up bis mind 23 he went
Along.

Internally the house ha thineen dafler-
entiloor levels Some sources suggest that
it eiee housed monks (a0 autpast o
Birkenhead Priory peehups?) and iL i sail
1 have wisdergroumd passages or cclls,

The house was resiored same years ago
but the outbsuildingy are in a poor state of
repair and planning pereussion has been
sorliglit tvenrvert them tnto ekeh tdwellings
= done elewhere n Wirral, nombly at
Cally eroas-roads and Frankby — and, in
adedition, ercel nine houses on the periph-
ery. The adidiGonal howses would be built
Ir a style o match the other bulldings,

We understand that somie local residents
hn\t_nl:ﬂmcb:d tor the scheme and want 1o
ife o 'elsange whatioever desplte the gen-
eralair of dilapidation while other fecl the
Pd'upnl.ﬁ! dl:ngt:wuuld be avist impn:mc-
menk

Church: Farmy ceased w be a Tame, of
course, when the emiwhile Birkenhead
Corporation compuliorily purchased its
land 1o ereet the inglorioos Ford Estate,

Our representative would be pleascd 1o
receive mem bers’ commenta,

-
liisthe johofevery single mar,
woman and child in the eoun-
try 1o bean armool the Depart-
ment of Herltage,

Mot only should we profect
ournational birthright against
those who wishtotake itaway
—whether they are developers
or vandals or chief constables
or pu nishoment freaks or hunt
sabolelrs OF FEOPZanisers or I
ramblers or raplsts - but we
should be permanently con-
scious, day by day, that every-
(hing we do has among itsin-
tended consequences that eur
heritageis protected, ourenvi-
ronment improwved.

Auberon Waugh in
The Daily Telegraph

(erntintad frem fagr 1)
adventune centre, biter squachs, secure blop
cle parking, wardens on patrol, creation of
a Ranger Service to manage, muntain and
ercourage local Ewolement in the on-
hanced areas and Gucilites

Diepressed, Neglecled, Forgolten. .. these
are the words most used i our consulia
tson forumd. The peaple of Tranmere seek
change o bring, .- Repewal, Revival, Seeu-
rify,

The Chinirman assurcd the visiors of the
Society's sympathy with the area'’s plight
Moat of the myrmd problems are oulside
the scope of the Society but now Ut oos-
tuct b beca extaldished we would help s
any way we ool



LANDSCAPE -
OR SANDSCAPE ?

A Threat to
Chashire's Countryside

[r our Summier ssue last pear we reported
the grean concemn of the Cheshire Branch
ol the CPRE tver the everineraasing de
e Lor sareed aned gravel [or the consirue-
tion mddusry,  The longerm prospects,
wil Grolfrey Budenberg, the Braneh Chair-
rrany, were alarming and Cheshire siocod 1o
lose annpreacd cauntrpade the size ol Crewe,

S preal iy he concern thag tie CFRE
n'wnlly held a seminar i Midddlewich o
flisriss the whole question af mineral ex-
traction. The main ‘F‘“l“‘" al the meeting
wis Bem Plowden, the Mine esieOfcer from
CEPRE'S Liondon headguarters, and subse
gquenthy Geoffrey Budeoborg was inlcr-
vewed an the Northwed Tonlght tclov.
sl progracine which gase san excelloni
account of the problem,

The seminar was also attervdeed by the
Warral Bacety s Chanrman, Reith Davdson,
and the Secretary, Eric Sanpé.

Reith Davigdson wriles —

Thie Wirral Soclety expreased the view
Ut garne ol the pressure on Cheshire in
sis reapect could be relieved i s grester
iuantity of sand were dredped feom the
dacmhy ol the Diee ane loom Liverpou] Bay,

P"eowiedesl that the existing mincrabs
analfing dew ks ed the Mersey were used the
etfoctupon Wirrsl wonld be minimal and it
s pennble that some dlight elfect upon the
rateaedeprsitolsil ol alus be ackieud.

lwus confirmed during the semimar that
e ratberol eafuarial to land-based mineral
vitracbomwas far bower in Chesbyre thap
otler parts of the eountry.  We alw ex-
presseed the view that government ligures
for wpgeregite need might well be Nawed s
they Ty el have aken i account die
il prasiire o the Fecewsbon n dse. build-

BURNING ISSUE
THE CASE AGAINST

T?.I.:"fmlfm!ﬁf Hielsiom r'rln'mnim_u:mH b corr-thied the ey .-.H"Jhir o TR ]-'-hl;:

The proposal to build 2 moedern waste
incinerater ot Bidston has evoked much
opposition, in particular from the Wirral
Environmental Protection Groap, In aur
lust issue Executive Committee member
Ceaff Loram, M.Inst.E., MIWM, a wasie
disposal consultant, explaimed why he be-
lieves buming waste ls the only practlcal
snlution o @ very serious growing prob-
lem.

At recent meeting of the Sacicty’s ex.
eculive committee Dr. Yyvyan Howard,
ME, ClB., Ph.I}., asenior lecturer In the
Department of Fetal and Infant Pathology
st Liverposl University and a founder-mem.
ber of WEFG, with two colleagues were
invited to give their reasons for being so
opposed o the fdea, D, Howard was also
wvited to pul his case in writing for the
benefit of Wirral Society member, Thisis
a pricis of his report.

This bit was missing

from the original as it

had been cut-out!

mdnce rancer Lhere are ather elfecissuch as
redud o in immiune resporise and hogmo-
nal upeeis, With these low dosage elfccs
e wre Ao dillefenees bebween mmam aml
arigrnals

Furans have beoen shown o impair brain
1]!!'.r|.1:lpl1|rnl in the unborm child  One
stutdy beas shewn that childres who barl been
exposod o significant doswsof furams while
in the wisrnly sullered Trom Jower 10¥s, by
perac ity iwnad delaved deselogment of noe:
fraal cortrdiptition, perceplion and memory

[ sieBibinuon b tliese Tindings there s sirong
evilenee that [mlure of reproductson of w
numbser of speeies of binds, b and man-
mals i the Great Lakes Systemn s dinecly
avtributable 1o organo-chlorine poliitan s
incluchimg furares Thia has bed wa complew:
ioFabafiun o6 waste ncineration i
Ohntario.

Heavy metals

Mumicipal solid waste contans significam
srounts of oxic heavy metl,  Thise ae
prosarnt ine hatieres ated pigreenis, eog, in
jusirits unel plasticd These chemical ele-
mentssre notdestroyed by the ineineration
process aml therelore miust apipeir eitherin
thie pasesor the b They inelude cadmiumn
which i+ the most toxie poliutant iy e
atmnosphere ated bsassociated with dicken-
ing of the arteries, bronchitis and hyperten-
siom, mercurywhich iextremely Losae 1
Li.llrll::,'l. and th cbevelopimg: bron and s
eivproi bl o e powith Rlbers aned lead-which
wan bead o brain damage in young child ren.

Wastederived fuel 18 known Lo corilai
migh lesels of bead anid cadmium,



Monitoring

W are assured that afl inoneraior plants
will conply with B regulations and that
e msszeen s will be “monitored’, The troulile
in that there 13 no Xnown method [or oons
lmucusly manitoring the peesence of
dscis and furans There are also no gilamns
o u.dn]u.ll!:- wreh ni-:!:t:'s avaunlabile for fsoma-
wring heavy metal emissions: fom the
Brilswon |.In|.1||l.

Ash problem

Fost eswpy i nesofl municipal solid waite
tneinerated | omne of ash remains, This
corrnes from twevsouroe s = By asd from the
plr!!u:':nn n|1:{;r|:|n'| |Jq'\".||;1,:s .md |'u.JI|u|r| _u.h
from the incineratoichamber. The more
effective the pollution conteol dedces are
in cleaning the gases, the more (oxic the
il will b,

st particles coming from 1he incineri-
1w sishire ofasize that, ithevare inhaled,
1|w!.' will be camried |‘|¢d'|'| chwwn imio the
lunps where they are frapped. and 1aken
ntis b Ly TH e pnd Lcles sarnigain tos s
heavy metals and In the incinerator are &
mia ilr aitw ol o logmation. B thoduh is
stmphypat e e il the dust thie blows
intoour loeal eesi rosment will be a insjor
Bealth havaed;

It ks noticeatile that incinerator develop-
ers rarely montion theash |.|t|.s|r]ln|z|. Bsutilis
nok GilTicalt o Knew why = they have 1o
sitisfactiony solulaenl

Sensible

Incaseratainn is @ methad of waste diger
s Any hesl vear chemistry guphl e aell
yosi that your don’t get rid’ of materials by
setting (ire tothem, 1fthe Bidslonincinerm-
toe gees abiead ot will burm 305,00 1annes
ol waste. Thas will feave T, 1onmes of
womir ash,  FAAHKY tonmes will therefore
have o come out of the stack id gases and
particles, At thiv point control of what
hagipens to this Tandditl in the sy’ is Jost
anel i gatally a1 the mercy of the elementa.

A Bevausy the devebopers necd o make
& preadin ey will have By imgsor D wiste into
Wigrall Thiswill e tisally lead toun inorease
for lundfill requirement of $05%.

NFFO

[eretsierateies such as the oave of Bilston are
eartly fsanesllyvable beciase of 3 Cerve e
ment subsidy called the Non-Fosal Fuel
Obligation {(NFHO). This is gaihered as a
sipchiarge on all dur electnaty bills. Any
moimerator operler who gets a licence o
aperate with an NFFOY subsidy & guaran.
teed three tmes the cootontic rale per uni
af electriciy generated. Without the sub-
sudy e cost of incineration becomes pro-
Tilsitive,

&

Solution ¥

Measures must be taken at GCovernment
and local levels o reduece the amount of
mate being produced.

We make waite by maxing sverything in
aur hins. The putrescililes with the dearn,
the recyelabile with the compotible. In
plases where domestic separation of waste
into different bins has been mtroduced
compliatce rates have been high. At this
stage the ioxic companenis can be keptou
al e wasle stream.  Oace they are e
miered theyare at least under some form of
ewironmental contral, 1L may be that the
manulacirer will have to reevele then.

Uselul artadles sucly as Jurmibure, (ools,
bicycles, eteowhich are often thrown on to
the tig could g o @ repair conire where
SEnior Cillzens cin pass on their experiise
o thie YOurLg. The rq.ui.rr.d Aeins can b
resold asd the eontee rusiata proht, Deoes
i ssund Grfetchedr 1 con telfyou that i
already happening in Earope and the LSA,

OF comrse i i nouse sim ply separating
recvelnbile matersly wi ot |ﬂc'.'¢'|-:|-}ﬁn“
markets mowhich o sell them, This tikes
imaginaton and drive which seems to be
lacking in s many local authorities but
while thisincinerator would create fess than
M iul!n:-.l }1r|.:l||-|'r|.'|.I coqice e n.htl |hn1|zgrd
teaveling aned re-use achesne would pirob
abily rreate between S00—400 new jobsand
alu comriribute 1o the lol economy, We
all kpow thict this has o come eventunlly
anel i3 simply common sense.

Ft e prreines feeioe i s skaled Lol the pchi
trguiry u e o fake pleie in Februnry, W
sttorgraeraly fearned thal thes referrad o the
nn:ginufj.&: nm"ngrrlf.?-ﬁ.l'.ulr'.rn rehiech nwis werfh
drasm. At the fimse of poing o precs the seoend,
revaced oigebdiealion {6 fili asbk he Wirral Coune
al planving afficrrs gnd no dale for an inquiry
featd yrd b 1t

The Chalrmuan wries -

AMithough this important subject i still
being debated by the Commitce we were
pleased 1o hear the views of e, Howard on
the thinigers of elboains abidd gl
rirke procducts,

The Secietyis graceful e Dre. Colin Taylor,
a former e ber of the Commillee, whe
kindly attemeded the mesting and who was
alle 1o dobate at the very high technical
level which resuited rom Dr. Howied's
COTMEnES,

I8 certain Bl whetl the Wirral Society
Was I'l.llllll'lj 1= :rl"-ﬂ.l- -l!'.il ;Ll |'1|u||dr| =Eradin-
bers eoubd not have dreamed that owould
e g_!.;y become invobved b such dedailed
micre-liological and ergaro-chemical sulv
jects s o part of our altempt o moniler
matters allecting the peninsula.
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OUR NEXT ISSUE
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ANMUAL
GENERAL
MEETING
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