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NEW LAKE FOR
NEW BERIGHTON ?

] : ver singe Mew Brighton's famous
OpEn Alr swimming poal wis
damaged bevend repair in a

ferocrou storm i 1590 and subsequentiy
demolished, the presing question hasbeen:
What can be done with e site? There was
am immiedaate demand from some folk thar
the opportunity should e serbed w buld a
bang up-to-the-minote replacement pool,
posshly with a sliding roof so that it could
be uwsed inoall weathers and for other
purposes Tt woubd bring New Brighton
back ra life, they said. Bt the somof money
that would have cost was not avaitable and
whother it was really desirable
wins questinnable. Its fiture lay
m the hancs of the Mersewide
Development Corpormion who
had been  charged with
Il'rl:lrh‘llh:iﬂﬂ ZI'II:I FFEI"J!I'H[III'I.E
wew Brighton,  In the end they
decided to put the site up for mie
i the hope that some highly 3%
optimistic {and highly rroneved)
enfreprencur might come along
with a suitable lesure proposal
for it But as the vears went by
aothing happened and the site
lies desotate andd farkom like an old homb
crater.

But now, ina beave attempt o cnd the
stalemate, the Wallmey Civic Society
supporied by the Welllngron  Rowd
Canservtion Area Commities hiave come
torwind with a propowal. 1 a lighly
practical and commendable scheme and
onewhich The Wirral Society is ghad wo give
iswhaleheared suppon. ltiscomparuhely
inexpensive and will bring back 1o life an
afenwhicl it desd is certainly inortbund,
Trbs in fact a revisgon of 3 scheme put tothe
MO iy e Cavic Suciery six years ago,

The Chac Seciene's mmgimative plan is to
tm tworsinken seafront sites {the bathing

o0k site and a sunkes overflow car-park)
it seafrent lagoon, suitable for dinghy
sadling, windsurfing, canoeing amd other
arguatic pastirnes. Ancl, as the Marnine Lake

dloes al West Kithy, it will not anly bring a
welcome splash of colowr wo an othenvise
uninspiring scene bt give residents and
visitors alike something ineresting wowach,

At the morth enich of the site b an area of
raised ground which could be made mtea
smzll island and become the site of a
restanrant or & swimuming pool or some
atherappropriate fuility, The Civic Sociewy
paints eul that prier to the sudden demise
of the former Riverside Restaurant tea
dances were enjoving a comeback and
advantage oouldbe taken 1o restore afaciline
which isvery much missed by many people.

The Rivernside Bestmurant was situated on
the exposed morth side of the bathing pool
and was lrequently battered by the [ull
force of the elements. Onsome wet and
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seyually dawvs these customers brave enongh
e struggle o the restanrant’s from door
necded 1o be dreased In surial kit This
sslanued sate would be on the protected south
shabeamml easily accessible by bsoth car and bus,

One further asset of 4 fagoon — and one
tied bbb dismissed lghily—is that al times
afveryhighticesand gale-force windiwhich
hring the watersaf the Mersey roaring over
the wsi wall om o the i, the Iagmrn
would act as a relief overtlow and help o
counter possihle flooding,

The plan proposes that landing stages
should be provided an the west end of the
lagoan for use by the dingly sailors and
winidsurfers and this shallower end would
be bdead for yeungsiers and beginners
learming any of the water spors, It could
also contain an artificial heach with
sanclcastle-making and paddling facilites

for the dny wors.

That is the casence of the scheme and we
hope that it will receive the serious and
carciul consideration it deserves. With the
MDD going out of busines in cighteen
montha fime there iono tme o lnse.

Joay Hockey, the Secretary of the Wallasey
Civic Socicty’s  Planning  Advisory
Commitiee (and alsa a member of the
Wirral Scolety Committee), pobnis o that
alake, bven one withouany fcilides, would
be more acceptable than the evesore of the
undeveloped bathing-pool site and the very
rough and ready hard-core sunken -
park, The development could easly be
(s, she said, The island sieeis alreacdy
there and stwould I:H:ju.ll Acase ol I.-r\czj.'ln.g
through each side to flood the whole area
The: specialist parts could be done as
funds became available. Unless
something 14 done soon the
promenade will be blighted for vears
Lo corme,

The L'I:l:..' s rnnp; rmwrl WHCE SN
Brighton wis a seaside resort. Inrecent
year it has become mere and more &
residential area, The sites of former
places of entertainment have given
way to howses and i Honses have

P been hualt on the Tower Grounds

funfir site; flats have been erectied on

the site of the Tivalk Theatre and on
the wite of the Winter Gardens, The main
strect, Viceoria Road, once Tull ol gilt shops,
amuzcment arcades and shops catering for
halidiyrrakers and day-trippers, has been
iraraformed by the MDC enad is now Largely
residential and houses and s have been
busil: on the sites ol former hotels, cafes and
clubs. What leisure Ruilines sl funcnion
age Lirgely confined 1o the Marime
Promenade between Bowsan Steeet aned
Victora Road.

The first pnoriey, sius the Civac Sociery,
st be for the people who live therne twelve
months of the year and any oweism
developaent should be extremely low-key
sk Iess grandiose thamn his been suggesterd
io date.  Wirral Boroagh Councl mus
neser be tempted tealiow anything crowded
arabimsive oranyughy develvpment which
might bring in the wrong ype of vishor,












