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A SITE NOT TO BE MISSED

What is to become of the former Leas School site in Meals Dirive, West Kirbyé

That isa question which bocal residents
aned st people whe have seen itlying idle
have been asking éver sinee the school
closed down in 1989, Not unexpectediy it
las been cageddy eyed by bchy-paimed
developers who view any land lying idle as
pure gobd waiting o be mined, But the ste
ixin the Wirral Council Green Belureaand
designated assuchinthe Coaneil's Unitary
Development Plan.  The only possible
development which acone time sood any
chance of success was for 2 nursing home
provided 1 would have extensive grounds,
And indeed an agplication for a nursing
home together with some sheftered housing
for the elderty and privide residential
development was lodged (and rehezed and
a subsequent appeal dismissed) two years
prior 1o the schools demise,

A plan for the building of a 101-
bedroomed hotel with [ebsure facilities also
failed buta subsequent ouline applicaton
for the erection of 2 aussing home was
approved by the Coundl. The applicans,
however, had difficulties in marketdng the
site ever with the planning approval. In
March 1996 the developer Indged adetdled
planning applicaten for the erectlon of &
fid-hedroom nursing home, 47 close-care
apanments and 10 clase-care bungalews.
This was approved but by that time the
great natonwide nuriing home bonanza
was fading and it became elear that the
projectwould not bevizhle, Thedevaloper
went into liquidaton and the ssventeen
acresite passed into the hands of a Receiver
appointed by the bank.

Towards the end of [ast year a planning
application wad made for the eréction of
mineteen detached howes and though this
violated the Council's own Unitary

Development Plan (UDP) it gained
approsil, What prompred them oo Gike dhis
cotitae 5 not known, Masbe they lelt that
since the nursing home approval was sill
extantivmight rear i head agaim amd i cop-
cluss housing development would be the
Better oplion

This wias cennainly the fecling of tie Meols
Dimive Residents Association whovoiced ther
suppot for the plan,

It was not an option which the Wirml
Society could support. Green BeltisGreen
Belt and precious. [tshould not beviolated
in any way. The site could be cleaned up
and suitahly managed asa permanont open
space, Andthat openspace, wefeel should
be wied a5 playing Geldsfor the nearhy West
Kirty Grammear School for Girls.

Crowded and crampad
I the entranc e hall of West Kirby Grammar
Schoolts a small low tble bearing & vase of
Rawers, & small gile rophy and a framed
certificate whichreally dessrves hanging in
a prominent place with a bright spot light
shining on It Ths i3 what it sav:

The Secretary of Stale for Education
and Employment
congrajufates
WEST RIRBY GRAMMAR SCHOOL
HIR GIRLS
Tor recognition in
Her Majesty's Chiel Inspector ol Schools
Annual Report for 1996
s an
OUTSTANINNGLY SUCCESSFLL
UL
Theschool wasestablished in Graham Road,
originallyasa privase school, andthe present

huildings wers erected in 1913,

Almoan evéry vear since has seen a rie in
the number of pupils,. When Ofsted
mspectons ptid a visit in 1995 the number
of girls in the school was 1,158, This vear
hasthe figure ac 1,268 and clearly the school
15 hursting an the seams, Itishemmed in by
honwing and during whool hours, and
sometimes in the evenings, the patient
residents ol Graham Rozd have to put up
with bong Hnet of cars parked on both sides
of the none-toowide road,  Various
addiional classtoom balldings have been
squeezed into this land-locked site vet.
crovedded and cramped as it the schonl
somehow. copes and, patently, copes
exiremelwell. Except, that s, in the matter
of PE and outdoor games.

For aschool of this size one would expect
toser asportidfield of several acres, allowing
pupls of all zges o benefit from reguiar
spaning exercise. Butnot here. West Rivby
Grammas School's sporfield’ conustola
sngle bumpy hockey pitch on the opposite
side of the road = and that's all. For any
other sporting acuvitkes they have 1w make
use of 3 local authority open space on the
other side of the milway line. It anarea
used extensively for foothall, dog waliing
and golf pracice.

As for boek na 1038 Her Mafeary's
Inspectors drew attention to the lack of
facilities for physical education. "Less than
satisfactory”, they said. In 1995 the Ofited
Inspectors commented that “the standacds
of parformance in hockey, although very
good, arexchisved despitea lack of facilites
onafieldthat s smalland uneven inplages.”
Theyadded that “the playing field belonging
1a the local authorityis aleo used, primasily
inthe siummer forathletics, butdog fouling
an the pliches is a health and safety issue.”

Yet. just three minutes walk away on the

wmatinued euerieaf



othel srde of Meals Drive, b the §-n0ie
Leai School se which, o the Edwcation
Authority, were o digliy sane miviaive,
wormled solve this problem o soke,

The Wirral Socicey feels strongly tlaar this
Corecm Belt site could not he pae ta bener
s, We suggest the present hockey pitch
oppesite the school could become 4 car-
part for teachers’ cars so-gnang Graham
Road back 1o it residents Adernatvely,
the land could be sold for in-fill howsing
{developers would be quesing up) and the
sumrealised would gotovwandsthe g e
of the Leas Sehoal ste.

Housing plan

The cwrrent simsanen s that the planming
applicaton for the bullding of nineteen
howses on thesite has been ‘called i’ In'the
Secretan ol St for the Environmen: and
this will result in the holding of a Public
ITIl'lI!-II.'F (=119 EE ﬂ'g _]11]'\.' Tl'lll- 'u.il| w‘\.ﬂ 1”
thesewhn oppose the plannmg application
the chance tovoice their obpéctions,

Il whe apphicancn b eepecred then we
carnesthy hope that the EdueadonAuthonty

will scire e opportonity and somehow
find the resowrces (o buy the and, Teis an
l.l|.||!n.ulLl||i1:r ol i b amdssel,

The Educanon Awthogiry shoall abo look
tr the fuiure. Woess RKarbw Gramimar School
T fongg pecssedd the poing where it needs o
be replaced with brger premises. The Leas
Se oo sine s brig enough nraccomurosking
a new schoal, stff cargpark and playing
fields, Mot toaoguing the site if in becomes
aviilahte wonld he very shomssigheed, To
aav that there is no - money avaiable and lee
the chance go by would be a sweak and
Negative response,

The prospect of bl ing onthe site has,
of conre. enhanced is value. We believe
thar & valuation of the site should be
undertitken by the Disiric Valuer baserd vn
s use for sehool actsite,  And that, we
believe, wonld be i value within the lodal
aritharity’s capahilitivs to e,

TheSchool's ParentAssociation husurged
alpirents to et their Member ol Tarkiment
and lecal eomneilors know their vicws and
e hope they wall do sa,

We rest our cade - and look forward i the
Fablic Inguiry.

Wt Kirte Givmwmrr Selil

LORRIES AND COUNTRY LANES

CPRE has heen waging i campaign against
lorries whicls are increasingly making use
el eatniry lanes — Lanes mide centunes agn
for the farmer, the ox-cart, the traveller on
foot and the long horeman,  Lines not
mucl wider than the girgantusn wire-
howses an wheels that now roar throwgh
thie Britiih counteyide a1 2l hours af the
dav every dayv.

Motorways were buili (o iake these
Juggemaats away (rom unssitably narow
roads bt now many oy to svoid posible
‘griilncks by resorting conural bywinva, They
damage the verges, they ruin the road
surfaces, anc, much o the poine they
endanger Life and Emb

The campaign has beemwell recesved but
LERE never complain abou the miswee of
the coumrvside withoul offering practical
saluthons

2

Pointing out that the majority of road

Eatalities are.an accidents on rural roads

they want (o see the speed limit on country
fosls veduced o 60 mph w40 mph with
A anpb limit in coantry villyges, Speed
camems can do much ie enforce such
limits.

Lill Matson, CPRE's Head of Transport,
sagd: "We'd like to see 2 new category of
countey rodd where watkers, cyclists and
horses have priotiy sver cars which would
have 10 gve wav to them, And we'd like to
soe menworks of these ‘quist lanes' in many
paris of the country,”

As abeays CPRE hio-been putting s views
wml blews divecty o the officials of the
Deparment of the Environment, Trans-
port anc the Regions and ey cagerly await
the Government White Pager o Trans
ot chue oy shartly

BIDSTON
LIGHTHOUSE

How mciny peojsbe Iving out od gight of the
famouswindmill on Bidston Hill know tha
thishisaric mound alsoboass o lighthousc

Thiee farst higithiose on the hillwas erected
i 1771 and lasted for neanly o hondired
vears,  Follewing the butlkding of the
Ohservismy i 1586 2 new lighthows: was
wrected o PRT2=8 As amakd o mariners i
hadl 1 much shoner active life than i
predecemor, Dalight was extingoished iy
ol 1 ek 3 s remained defunct evel
siree,

Cheer the viears the lighthouse has suffererd
soivwe dammige bin mow Johin Jakeman, the
Wirsal Ramger for Biddon Hill, has come
up with the bdesy of having it restored and
made accessthibe o puhted panies to enjoy
the views of Wirral i all divections and of
the great paporama of The Merses and Dee
Estuanies and Liverpoal By

Wi feel theidea bs highly commendahle,
Ttisa Listed buililing which should be kep
in gorncd arder and this wonkd be punting i
1o good use.

The snne, of comarie, is that restoration
will requure funding and we realise that the
ELLIT rnl_ui:r{-d L5000 or mere, ata 1111:5;11
gueis = will mot be coming from olficial
sources Nevertheless, we feel than this i
not an insurmennable problem and one
well warth pursiing,

Y

NEW COMMITTEE MEMBER

The Execunve Commities lizs been pleased
£ welcome to ity ranks Gilben Pendleon
of Caldywho has been coopledto actas our
Education Officer

Gilbert b aretired schoolmaster whio spent
thirteen years on the sl of Liverpool
College before emigraring to the warmer
clime of South Africawhere hespent el
monthitesching aca collegein Cape Town
He then moved 1o MNew Lealand and spenl
twenbiditen vears il Tanrangi College in
North [stand where hevwas Head of Sclence.
Hereturned homedn reire menifonr vears
ago.

For soime vears the Sociéry has ofTered sn
anmusl prizeof S0 ioeach of several Wirral
schools 10 encourage the siudy of the
cnvigeninentanmd i many aspoeces, O e
those schools have not ke advantage of
the award bt we still firmly believe tha if
the Wirral rewiramment i i cantinme i be
protected the key liesin catching the interes)
aned beraghranon of tie rislng gepenaston,

Thvis ux thye oljectve which we brave Livelzu
the feet of Gidher and one which, we are
elelighted v ey, hie has been pleaced e
accepl.



CAUSE FOR CONCERN
IN CALDY

Twirsecent plans for ousing development
i Calely Buwe liad 1o protess from focal
resiclents and The Caldy Severy,  Alter
careful consideration in botly cases the
Wargal Sochety bes given i full suppor o
the peotesters and lodged fonmal ohjectons
iy the schemes with the Dhrector of
Plannmg, Wirmal Borough Council.

The first criticises the design of houses
for the e nded developacm of the Lind
acpsiningnhe Gleneagles Park development
by Adired MeAlpine Homes Limited. The
other i3 an attemipt 1.1:.- the Governor of
Lalday Grange GmmmarSchool to genemte
Turids i ey le imasde acoommoddmacn ined
acarpatk to e o within the custilage of
thi schoed Ty sellimag off four acres of their
present sprtsiedid for hionsng and with
some of the money replacing it by huving
ten scres of Greem Belt land in Telegraph
R,

Gleneagles Park

Follawing the frst Gleneagles Park
devetopment thiore wits coitican of the low
stanekared ofdevgrafthe hotueowhich paid
na heed o the original conditions lawd
o by the Caledy Estites Comnpany. Hopes
of an improvement with thiv latest
desveiopmentwereraised with the newstha
MeAlpine's would be emploving o frm of
Manchester architects (o prepare the
desipns, Alas, theyioo have ignoced Caldy's
specinl character and, hy their own
sratement, e simply reproduced coples
of ascheme they have carried out bnomid-
Cheshire, This may well represent the
character of thatarea but theyare quite our
of sympathy with Calily,

The proposcd designs conmin galle-
panely, garsge doors and other d etzilswhich
aretotallyout of kee ping with Caldy. There
should be an increase 10 comen-rendered
howses in the plans and those which are 1o
be consurucied i brick should reflect the
hrewnish celoar more walio theareaand
not the red brick o s proposed. 1w use,
Simtlarly, the el use of blue-black
shate om all the roals would be an immasion
i anareawhere brown soofsare the niorm,

The Unitary Development Flan smtesthat
“wherever physically possible the dwelling
oneach plotshoubd have 3 maximuaom of vix
metres between it and the side boundary
aricl the builebing line should be generous,
at generally not less than wwelve metres.”
The peoposed plans allos in soane cases for
onby five metnes between the house and the
tosusscdary with a bullding line of anly four
metnes,

We agree with the archliects’ comments
that at thmes it b5 necessary 1o vy the
bl fine in certain positionstoproduce

interest and grester modellinng bt i s
cave 1 would scem than this has been
exploited 1o prosluce o higher density. Tn
that respect, we belisve that the density
sbioutled e ne mmore than forty ouses; ot
fortytwe as proposeil

We understand that the Planning
Deparoment have ipecified thay the
development should include alink with the
Wirral Way., This. we believ, would be o
most undesmble step 10 take and b
peinted ot e the Flanning Ddpanment
that there b drendy easyacoess o the Wirml
Way at nearky Croft Drive.  To create
anmther E'nzing' ACCessintna l:i‘ghﬂ:.r |:|1: nned
and high cost development of this vpe i
askling for wouble.  Too scaliey i weulkl
hetame an easy two-way escaps route for
thievesand vandals,

There bas been close cooporanon
hemween the Society and the Caldy Society
over this matter and we acknowlcdgn thor
hard work inexasmining schemessabminted
by a number of would-be developers,

Calday Grange Grammar School

There s no doubt that had the Governors
of Calelay Grange Gramenar School askerd
the local education anthority (as they may
well bowe dene) for the money o expand
the schnal buildings they wonld have heen
tokd that none isavaitable. The plan they
hiurve devised toe generare funclng s certabily
- ingenions one bt it bas oot Bound
fwour with local residents mor cn the
Society endorse a scheme which inany way
imperils the Wirral Green Belr,

Thescheol already vrwens some Lund e
area of Telegraph Road in guestion but this
Is greatly under-used with activities taking
place ealyfora few hours on Thorsdays and
now and again on Satucdays. They are now
asking for afurher ten ackes o alfow fora
sportstield, a car pack for fifty-two cars and
coaches e permision o bufld o pes
penvilion,

The puvilion planned will ot bea moden
traditional timber-clad schonl erickes
parvilion. This one will measure 1%mx 1%9m
{or 3,886 muare feer). To put that inie
peripecinve a large bungaloe occupics
Arcund 2,70 squane leet and residents of
thi bonsesin Telegraph Rosd behindwhich
the land liesare wondering what the schoel
has i miined. Thie caes i the car park and
the coaches will bring nioise and pollution
bt whatwill the hagareof the [ange pasilion
held? Willitevenmallybe lcensed? Letfor
parties, weddingsand sdher funcions® They
are reasonahle fears since s wire bsoway
bevand the schiool’s necds if present usige
of the feld Ls.u::rdlirl.g Loy g |J:|.'.

The Sociery sympathises with 1he local
revidents and the intrasion into Green Bel
land and has lodged a formal objecoon o
the scheme with the Divector of Flanning,

GOING to TOWN
With CPRE
and the Civic Trust

The nstion's rve leading riral i drtsan
comRETVALGN. and Improvement groups =
CVRE and its nrban conterpait The Civic
Truse—have pomaed {orces in 3 campaign e
st the epportumities for fmproving the
quility of wrban Iving for the benefic of
hieth tevwn il countey.

The ageming shots wiere fired vevenily
with the laumch ol abooklet Going 1o Town
published woider the banners of Both
nrganisations. The auractively produced
anch well illustraced publicaion shows how,
with imagrnation and determination. cities
aned eowrs which are sufferag the blight of
redundant industrial Buildings aml eopry
disFrruring sites can be so transformed that
they hecome atmmactive places i which o
tue, v clivnging thie dewperooted aninsde
that city and town centres are for working
in; suburbs and the countside are for
[EHTEH

T thoat enpel the Plagi o Acwon uiges the
Government o publish @ new urban
Flanning Folicy Guockinee note {chiclly for
the gudance of planning oflicers and
planming commirees) making urhan
cenewal 2 top prioviy and setting out
clear strategy lor making berrer vae of Bined
aned Tauilefngs,

As st one example of what can be done
with good buildings ne longer needed for
their original nse Going te Town paints o
Concert Square off Bold Smreet in Liverpoot
where a former chemical laboratory has
been stylishly converted inte aparments.
cafe bars, a nursery ancd o photographic
studio,

The Government's aim, say the authors,
stovubd e o comprehensive senaissance of
urban Braatn, Tothatend, iwshould publish
an Urban White Paper “to chinfy s visinn
and integrate urban policy across the whole
of Covernmens.” Mew Whaltehal] nachinery
shiould be cremed o coordinate nanonl
presgramnmes and ensre the Gavernment
lenels by example, Dishould legistae gquickly
[or financial incentives and levies 1o
encourage high-quality renewal and pew
boilding i urban areas, Busnesserenoaged
i the urban rereneration indusiry shoukd
e pecognised and meppaned and they (the
Govermment) should champion the
poetential of multiculmral, creatve, lebsure
and commmumncitions mdustnes o act as
‘economic drivers’,

Coing 10 Tewn offers the Government
plenty of advice and peninent suggestions
i follow and itwill be mteresting o see the
official reactson 1oL,

conthied averlegf
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Since every day for the pase pwenty yesrs an
average of three hundred people aday have
o e ot Bronm mapor English clues tostarn
mew Tves i Conttry ey and villages icis
certnly ime to iy and reverse the trend.

Te e from the baoklet:

St humdped square Kilomerres | 145,000
acres) ofland lee unnsed in urban England.
Across the counryon averge two hundred
howses: fall empty every week, and the
tiumaber ol dwellings wnfit lor hiabatation
now exceeds L3 million. There are almost
an mnany ety houses in England asthere
are holses i thie whole of EascAnglia, ot
1o pecogiise the value ol this vast resource
woult be to commit 3 deed of negligence
which future generations would listunong
this century's greatest acts of foll,

Englands rowns and cries can, and
sl e places where peaple of all ages
amed pncomies can enjoy safe, happy amel
Tulfillecd Dves, wlere business can flourish,
amed freosim whibch few wionld want te 'escape’.
This is the mation's true Millennium
clmﬂrngn. The uppurlunil\l.':x'u.u. Forthe
sakeafciy gnd covntnyside alke, wecannot
idloed o fet it piss,

A

QUESTION TIME

The Execcutive Committes was pleased o
weleome 1o it March meeting Mr. Stephen
Husfard, Member of Parliament for Warral
West, who had asked for an oppentunity of
fincing our and ducussion matters affec-
ing the Wirral Envfonment. Mr. Hedord
15 a Iommer member of CPRE, Trafford
[Hatnet.

There was a lively discusdion and Mr.
Heslord was made aware of the dewil of
some of the problems currently engaging
the Commitee's attention, in particular,
the former Leas Schoolsite in Meols Drive,
West Kirby.

FLY
(by night)
TIPPING

In oty Winter isue we mentioned the
increased amount of fy-ipping reporied
all aver the country following the
wntrochection of the Landfll Tax, Cur
information atthe time was that thiswanat
aproblem in Wirmal, Wewere misinformed.
Curreport prompted a letter from Mr, |1
Lesacr, Head of Parks and Open Spaces for
Wirral Borough, There is 3 prohlim, he
wrote.with the regular dumping ofbubldery’
ruhhle am the small car park on Telegraph
Read for visitors 1o Thurssaston Commaon.
"5 o™, e sald "we have been unable w
trace those responsible and any assistance
from members of the Socicty whe may
obsarve dctual ripping or anything
suspicions would be very helpful.”

Defure we went uo gress with this isee we
chiecked tosee if thiswas sill a problem. It
i Aspokesmanfor Me, Lestersaid npping
still went on there, But there is an oen
worse probiem with the illegal tipping of
rabbile on the accesstoad to the Observatory
( Prowdman Ok canog riphic Labaraony) i
Bedston, "In bath cases”, he said, "we're
talking about 10 ton lomry loads ai a
time.”

Any information should be passed o
Wirral Country Park Visitor Ceatre, Station
Road, Thurstaston, telephone number G168
4371,

The biggest threat to our
counryside is the sitence of
those who love in”

Prunella Scales

Pregident CPRE

environmental

The Wirral Saciety has hecaome oL member
of The Merseyside Ervironmental Trusc
(MET),

Founded in 1984 this alliznce of pubili,
private and voluntary sector agencics and
prh.:\l(' inclividusnls 15 concerned with the
improvement of the outdoor environmesit
in the eotwhile Mersewide County area.

The Toest i supported by large national
firms, local businesses, local aunthonties,
both universities, colleges and  schools,
Groundwork Trusts, voluntary organie
tions and privace indriduals, sl with a
COmmon mterest in improving the area’s
EnVIrOnment.

The Trust was set up foltowing the highly
successful Green Towns & Cities Congress
which was held in Liverpool i July 1984
andattended by six hundred delegatesfrom
the UK and USA,

The idea for the Cengress came from the
Olmsted Society, the Amerlcan parks
association which takes i mame from
Frederick Olmsted, the man whose vist 1o
Birkenhsad Parkin 1850 inspired hiscareer
as a landscape architect and ultimately his
elesign for Cenual Park, New York, and
other American pulilic parks.

MET organises an annual Emaronment
Week on Merseyside which supperis and
draws attention o local groups and runs a
small Project Grant Fund. Ttassiss schools
in the development of envirenmentol
activities including work within their
grounds, provides a free enquiry service
and environmental information centre,

e e e e T e e e e T holds public meetings, such as the threatto
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