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A SITE NOT TO BE MISSED

What is to become of the former Leas School site in Meals Dirive, West Kirbyé

That isa question which bocal residents
aned st people whe have seen itlying idle
have been asking éver sinee the school
closed down in 1989, Not unexpectediy it
las been cageddy eyed by bchy-paimed
developers who view any land lying idle as
pure gobd waiting o be mined, But the ste
ixin the Wirral Council Green Belureaand
designated assuchinthe Coaneil's Unitary
Development Plan.  The only possible
development which acone time sood any
chance of success was for 2 nursing home
provided 1 would have extensive grounds,
And indeed an agplication for a nursing
home together with some sheftered housing
for the elderty and privide residential
development was lodged (and rehezed and
a subsequent appeal dismissed) two years
prior 1o the schools demise,

A plan for the building of a 101-
bedroomed hotel with [ebsure facilities also
failed buta subsequent ouline applicaton
for the erection of 2 aussing home was
approved by the Coundl. The applicans,
however, had difficulties in marketdng the
site ever with the planning approval. In
March 1996 the developer Indged adetdled
planning applicaten for the erectlon of &
fid-hedroom nursing home, 47 close-care
apanments and 10 clase-care bungalews.
This was approved but by that time the
great natonwide nuriing home bonanza
was fading and it became elear that the
projectwould not bevizhle, Thedevaloper
went into liquidaton and the ssventeen
acresite passed into the hands of a Receiver
appointed by the bank.

Towards the end of [ast year a planning
application wad made for the eréction of
mineteen detached howes and though this
violated the Council's own Unitary

Development Plan (UDP) it gained
approsil, What prompred them oo Gike dhis
cotitae 5 not known, Masbe they lelt that
since the nursing home approval was sill
extantivmight rear i head agaim amd i cop-
cluss housing development would be the
Better oplion

This wias cennainly the fecling of tie Meols
Dimive Residents Association whovoiced ther
suppot for the plan,

It was not an option which the Wirml
Society could support. Green BeltisGreen
Belt and precious. [tshould not beviolated
in any way. The site could be cleaned up
and suitahly managed asa permanont open
space, Andthat openspace, wefeel should
be wied a5 playing Geldsfor the nearhy West
Kirty Grammear School for Girls.

Crowded and crampad
I the entranc e hall of West Kirby Grammar
Schoolts a small low tble bearing & vase of
Rawers, & small gile rophy and a framed
certificate whichreally dessrves hanging in
a prominent place with a bright spot light
shining on It Ths i3 what it sav:

The Secretary of Stale for Education
and Employment
congrajufates
WEST RIRBY GRAMMAR SCHOOL
HIR GIRLS
Tor recognition in
Her Majesty's Chiel Inspector ol Schools
Annual Report for 1996
s an
OUTSTANINNGLY SUCCESSFLL
UL
Theschool wasestablished in Graham Road,
originallyasa privase school, andthe present

huildings wers erected in 1913,

Almoan evéry vear since has seen a rie in
the number of pupils,. When Ofsted
mspectons ptid a visit in 1995 the number
of girls in the school was 1,158, This vear
hasthe figure ac 1,268 and clearly the school
15 hursting an the seams, Itishemmed in by
honwing and during whool hours, and
sometimes in the evenings, the patient
residents ol Graham Rozd have to put up
with bong Hnet of cars parked on both sides
of the none-toowide road,  Various
addiional classtoom balldings have been
squeezed into this land-locked site vet.
crovedded and cramped as it the schonl
somehow. copes and, patently, copes
exiremelwell. Except, that s, in the matter
of PE and outdoor games.

For aschool of this size one would expect
toser asportidfield of several acres, allowing
pupls of all zges o benefit from reguiar
spaning exercise. Butnot here. West Rivby
Grammas School's sporfield’ conustola
sngle bumpy hockey pitch on the opposite
side of the road = and that's all. For any
other sporting acuvitkes they have 1w make
use of 3 local authority open space on the
other side of the milway line. It anarea
used extensively for foothall, dog waliing
and golf pracice.

As for boek na 1038 Her Mafeary's
Inspectors drew attention to the lack of
facilities for physical education. "Less than
satisfactory”, they said. In 1995 the Ofited
Inspectors commented that “the standacds
of parformance in hockey, although very
good, arexchisved despitea lack of facilites
onafieldthat s smalland uneven inplages.”
Theyadded that “the playing field belonging
1a the local authorityis aleo used, primasily
inthe siummer forathletics, butdog fouling
an the pliches is a health and safety issue.”

Yet. just three minutes walk away on the

wmatinued euerieaf












