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Begt Foot Forward

WIRRAL Council’s Best Value Performance Plan cover-
ing the Council’s performance in 2004 and their aims
and promises for 2005 has now been made available to
the general public in libraries and One-Stop Shops.

These plans are statutory documents which every
local authority is obliged to produce and the compilers
of the Wirral plan are to be congratulated on an
easy-to-read, nicely produced publication. It consists
of 187 pages and is divided into three parts.

Part 1 gives some general background information
about the borough and the Council’s vision and objec-
tives for the future. Part 2 goes into more detail about
those aims and the priorities while Part 3, in table form,
gives detail how Wirral's performances measure up
against set indicators, both national and local.

Objectives

The Society’s aims, in many ways, mirror those of
the Council in that both are pledged to project and
improve the environment. Whereas we are the watch-
dogs, they are one of the dogs we watch.

To that degree, it is interesting to note that in the
Council’s list of objectives Protecting and improving the
Environment heads the list.

Heading that sub-clause comes Streetscene. This is
the recently-coined and handy term covering every-
thing related to roads, streets, roundabouts and grass
verges, from the tarmac to the lighting standards,
together with trees and hedges, traffic lights and seats.
It also includes street cleaning, rubbish removal, fly-
tipping and dog fouling.

Priority

Why was Streetscene given priority? This, they say,
has been the major concern of residents at Area Fo-
rums and also of members of the Council’s Citizens
Panel. Now, anyone with a complaint or suggestion
relating to these matters can get in touch with the
Streetscene Call Centre (0151 606 2004).

One declared aim, we note, goes some way to
satisfying the Society’s complaints about the deplora-
ble state of many street nameplates - particularly those
made of cast-iron. The Council plans to introduce
standard nameplates throughout the Borough.

Future council aims include raising the standard of
street cleaning (for which £240,000 spread over two
years has been earmarked), continuing to standardise
street furniture and replace paving slabs with tarmac
‘where appropriate’.

Replacing paving slabs with tarmac does not entirely
please us. It may be cheaper and time-saving (and
cut down expensive tripping-up claims) but it does
nothing to enhance the environment where it takes
place. Compared with stone (even concrete) slabs,
tarmac does not have the same lifetime and when it
becomes worn it soon becomes an eyesore.

Wirral Greenbelt

In this, the 50th anniversary of the establishment of
the country’s Green Belts, we must give credit where
credit is due and commend the Council for their deter-
mination to see that the borough’s Green Belts remain
protected. They continue to refuse planning applica-
tions for any development in the Green Belt and, ever
since it was established, there has only been a single
case where the Council’s refusal has been overturned
on appeal - and that was way back in 1986.

In this publication their determination is boldly reiter-
ated:

‘We will defend the current Green Belt policy against
unnecessary change through the UDP process and the
Regional Planning Guidance’.

And, as ever, the Society and the Wirral Green Belt
Council will be ‘keeping tabs’.

NEW ACT

On the Streetscene issue the Society is now aware
that a new ‘Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment’
Act recently received Royal Assent and is now being
brought into force. It extends the powers of local
councils to keep public spaces clean and safe. Its aims
are both to encourage businesses and individuals to be
more responsible in disposing of their waste and also to
provide local authorities with powers to act upon a wide
range of offences including the removal of such things
as abandoned vehicles and issue on the spot fines for
litter, waste- and fly-tipping. This will include chewing
gum and cigarette-ends.

The success of this legislation depends, of course, on
the determination of councils to enforce it and their
success in doing so. The Society will be finding out
from both Wirral councils what plans they are putting
in place to act against the despoilers.













