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‘THE DESPOILER'S CHARTER'

NLESS YOU ARE A PLANNING OFFICER, an architect or property
developer you are unlikely to have heard about Circular 22 /80 and
PPG 1. Both documents were issued by the Department of the Environ-

ment and they have a great deal o answer lor,

Circular No, 28 of 1980 wamed locnl
sutherities ineffect that when considering
planning applicatons for new buildings
and houses design issues were none of their
Duisiniess: wnpcd thebs odiciooy wis later rein-
farced by Planning Policy Guide note Na. |
G,

Mo CPPRE. In a recent publi.catiun enti-
ted 'Local atfrachion’, points the Gnger at
these o documents and blamed them
entirely for the way many country villages
throughout Britsin hove all bul lost their
indwidual character. Thevillageshavebeen
deliberacely expranded by the building of
suburban-style housing estates without the
shightest regard for the natere and stvle of
the houses alresdy there, But faced with
there two directives from the DoE local
counetls were unahble to object. There are
examples of this in Wirml.

In the wake ol the two circulara - de
scribed by the authors of ‘Local uitraelion ' o
‘the despodler’s charter’ — developers have
had a free band all over the country -
including Wirral — we have seen badly-de-
signed, badlyproportioned houses buili
where fack of despn qualily beame sub
merged in @ welter of stick-on features ...
plastic porticos, false halFtimbering, lead:
Iith bﬁ‘r windows, F]J:ﬁ:—ﬁamc "pic!urn'
windows, and other pretensions,

The orginal chxracter of villages, say the
authors of the repart (Caroline MoGhie
and Richard Girling}, was governed oy the
maicrials ol which they were made; matert:
als which sprang striight from the local
landscape. Itgave us the eob and thaiched
enttages of Devan, the granite and slate of
Comwall, the imberframed houses of
Essrx. They could also have instanced the
sandstone coftages and houses of old
Wieral villages.

Later prerond, briek-dunl houses alss had
aparticular Jocal character governed by the
varicties of locally made brick. Todayr As
with supermarkets and chain stores, houses
are being built willynilly o2 number of
stumclard designa with Factory-made hous-
ing products withoutany regard or feeling
for theirsituation and, Inthe main, witheut
the services ofan architect. All over Britain
youn can see hoasing estateswhichare clones
of housing estates elsewhere,  Locil au-
thoritics have had no say in their appear-
ance = all because of ‘the despoiler’s
charter’,

Shetgun plenning
Another result - doubtless un-
forescen when Cire 22/80 and =
PPE 1 were dreamed up - was =5
that local planning authorites =5
cemscd o scarch far 5= /|

architecturally-trained phnning :'

in mo uncertain terms that design and swyle
weie really ot Usekr businesand relisal of
anapplication o thatscore woukd likely be
challenged by the applicant vwho would
assuredly win and also be awarded costs.
And, of course, nolocal suthority conid risk
thad.

There have been ather Racworswhich have
contributed to this lam entable trend. Witk
the abolition of the rating system which
teficded o restricl the siee of howes
sensible proportions we now see the erec-
tiedy o houses which are plainly we large
for their sites, But as the building/plot
ratio s very closely linked to design, chicl
planning ofliesrs have hued oo sy,

Similarly, planning officers have been
unable to prevent the desecration of well-
designed older terraced houses by accre
tioms aned altcrations by the owners intent
oft ‘individualising” their propentics. By re-
facing their houses with stick-on' stone, or
falling prey to the roofing cowhows and
replacing their high-quality Welbsh alate roos

s L2

assisiants and o never even als = =mid
tempted to control the aesthet- SSpmsm=me= )
icsof the lailtenvironment. This iﬁ.“%é —
hasbeen the case since the Eight- = ...'jl_'ag!. v
pes inl, with a few exceptions in === "‘*...‘5115
s L

England, the buildings and SSs==es

=5 !
howses which we all have to look SR=mr=— A K

atand live in fave been langely ?
‘designed’ by, and have been Sfet ]

given planning approval by, per- =1 =

sons who have not been

architecturally trained, Sy
[n the words of theauthors 'the
Eightieswas adecade of shotgun —_—

planning in which design stand- = =
ards were the principal victim®,
Lol awiliorities were not ac
tually prohibited Fram nerming
down planning applications on
aesthetic praunds but were tald

=
corfembimu el overles,



o eambiniuee from page
wilh red roman pantiles of coloured con-
erete ar aalling modern windows which
are-compoelely ot odds with their neigh-
Boaury' they are letting the world know: “He
o't vemt than Boviee — o anm 1017

Their atatude isvery undersandable and
they should nat beoriticived oo harhly for
whiat they have done, The pity is that the
planning eficers were pnable o paintout
the ereor of their ways and suggest more
wmpathetic treatment.

Deslgn guidance

Sume ecounty and rural district councils,
hewever, have refused to concede defeat
ancd haves sought ways olgeiting rouml the
edict. They have asimply oued 2 design
piiice foor e dttention of wiubid-be devel-
opers, [§ doesnot by down specific designs
for budlclers 1o foblow bat shlastrases Jocal
vernaculazstyleswith eximplesof detailing
ansed materiabs o help archites s and baale-
ersappredate local tmditons and praduee
rgsigns which are compatible,

Whilst the report is essentially concemed
with the building of houses m rural areas
and rural villagesitis notenticely bmelevant
to urbaapy aned swoburban building develop-
ments. In tharway it is a sable companion
w GPRE' carbior publication "Lirban Fool-
dramats whinicl wiad culEned i our last iiue.
In the words of the Gimous architest,
Norman Foster: “The protection of our
Errr:cinu.l cnunlr:,r!i)dr: connot be SE]:urll.cd
from the way in which we regenerale our
citiey, Wwnxansd villages, lis ol cases, there
1% &t pressing need for innovative architee-
tural salutions which combine radition
and modsrnity harmoniously, It is not
necessary (o sprawl or consime our vital
green apace bécas there B noshortage of
arbin sites and decaying buibidings fong

owverdue for renewal.”

What's 1o be done?

Arny study and report, however, must sug-

gest possible solutions.  The authors of

Lol aftraction' propose b alia that

* TheGovernment should give local plan-
ning authorities pot only e right but
thie duty o invalve themselves in gues-
thoma of aevthetics and archilectural
design.

# The Department of National Heritzge
shiould take a stronger lead in promot-
ing inpreverments i o deaiygn of mow
developments in the countnyside.

¢ The Department of the Environment
should revise it Key statement of na-
thonal planning policy devipn (fe. PPG
1. The new guidance should make it
clear that the design of buildings is a
‘materal planning congderaton’ and
Uit even where the principle of new
Ltnn:Ianlcnr. i .ll:l.'l:p‘t.lhle m Fl.l.nn]ng
werms, poar design and imappropriate
matc'rlLJ.!s- can justify refisal of planning

ermmission.

» Matiomal planning policies should estab-
lidy broad despn standards for the seale

and density of new devclopments, the

choice of materialy, the seiting and rela-

ticmmahiip with the local landscape and
built environment,

* The Cavernment thauld review the im-
pacton building design of its own devel-
opments,

* Valume housebollders should usearchi-
tects whounderstand the local environ-
ment rather than rely on standard com-
putergenerted solutions,

* The Royal Institute of British Architects
should raise the profile of domestic ar-
chitecture within the architeciural pro-
fession {and) architechs and planners
should be more responsive to public
opinion.

Thie sudl fact =hout all this is thal there’s
no putting the clock back. What's done i
done and even i the Govornment, the local
authonties and all tusee whao m]ﬂhl‘. b
given the pawer o bring sbout change in
thie near luture act at onee ivwill nocrepale
the damage already done Mot within the
lifetme of anyone alive woday, anyway,

i brvite memberns (o Bepeo (e
progresa baing mades in the resoration
and relurbishment of

BERRENFEAD TOWN IHALL
in Hamilion Sguare on
THURSTIAY, Thh JULY 1535
AT T80 P,
oart ot for the cvming &
DAVID HILLIIOUSE
the Curator af the New Muisodwm of
Wirral Lifewhich s now being covated in
the Town Hall We shinll adso be ahown a
fasclnaing selectbonal old Alm elips shot
in and sroumd Birkenbead, notably n
Camenell Laind's Shipyard,
b s
Tekeahmends eidl Be proovicted pnd allwiesnbers
dind frarmdi e comdiady soatad
E=L-2-
NAE Doad Hillhouse is the dedgner of
the splendid sainedglus window re-
cenily umveiled im Birkenhead Central
Litvrary, Borough Boad, in memory of
thve grean First World War poet, Wilired
Owen, who was a pupil au Bitkenhead
Instmane, The window is in the foyer over
e main edtrance and d well worls a
spescial visia 10 see i
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MORE CLOUT!

The Wirral Society Executive Commitlee
consists of officers and members elected at
the unnual general meeting plus co-opted
memberawhoare represeniatives af otier
organisatons concerned with the protec
tion of the Wirral environment,  In the
main these are residents’ associations and
civicaocictie and Friends’ of various treas
ured Wirral amenibes. Sadly, however, Lthe
number of coopted members has fallen
away in recent years and we would very
musch like to revive their interest and make
our combined voices heard that much
lauder in places where it matters.

The Wicral Society (Tounded 1928) ré-
vised ity Constitution Last year so that its
fcld of inlcr ol now CREHT Pt beoth: the
urban and rural areas of the Wirral Penine
sula,

With this e mind it is hepued that when an
enviranmental problem or psue aridesina
particulararce we can call asmeeting in that
area, in conjunction with the focal res-
denis association where ane exist, thseeif
we can be oof assistanee. Two heads, they
sy, are beiter than one.

Such meetingy would, of course. bo oprn
Lo everyone interested.

Iev thie meantime, there i8an apen invit:
tiomn to afl socetics and organiations who
are in any way interested in the Wirral
environment o send along a delegate (o
the monthly meetings of our Executive
Committee to ensure that we are a truly
representative Wiral Socicty.

Executive Committee mectings are ekl
ofee a menth on the secotd Wedneutayof
the month in 5. John's Church Centre,
Meols, starting at 600 p.m. and finishing at
B.00 pone Juat let out Hon, Scoretary, Enc
Sanné, know beforehand {on 632 8115
that someone can be expected.

OUR MAN
IN SAUGHALL MASSIE

We huve beeii pleased 10 weleome Mick
Lanro of Saughall Massie on to the Execu-
tive Committes asioc-opled member, Nick
has been tryng, alleit without suceess o
far, 1o form o Saughall Masie Resdont
Association torepresent the interestof peo-
ple living in and around the village. He -



and wher resicents who, sadly, scem back-
ward in coming forward = are not happy
with Wirral Counal's planned roadscheme
foie the area, some aspects of which are
gvng cause for real concem,

Plan ninH Permiuil.ﬂl for thie sclietine Has
already been given and the Couneil has
isued eompulsory prrchase ordersfor land
and premies which they will need 10 ac
quire for the scheme to go akead. The
scheme, however, will first be the subyject ol
dpublic inguiryon adate notannounced at
the time of going 10 prews,

Anyane lving in Saughall Muasie who
mightread thisand who isatall concerned
about the plansfor the area |s invited 1o get
it touch with Rick on 606 968 or with the
Eociety Honu Secretary, Eric Sanné, on
G2 8119,

PEGASUS FLIES IN

We IEI.II'.II:LI:T] i wsue last fssee et It}
Ketiremnent Homes plc had now stepped in
tafter Metseyside Improved Houses had
stapgeedd out) ancl spreed to build the peo-
jeeted sheltered housing oo plex in Part
Sunfight,.  The wandencontrolled apart-
menbwill be the firstnewbuildingserected
within thevillage boundaries for sixtyyears,
There was some initial misgvings — and
even outright oppoition —when the pro-
posals were firit announced but Pegasus
Design irector, Gerry Rateliffe, wild
Wirral Matterse “We will be building to
plans drown wp by UML Limited which
echo the stylesof architecture surrounding
e sk

This tp the sort of development which
would gladden the heartsof the authon of
Lseal Altvechion (see front page) but, ef
caurse, ane would expect nathing less in
this et of a place.

Ter achicve affinity with the rest af die
sillage great attention will be paid to o
mentation and detail and, added Mr,
Ratcliffe, "IL will look supern when it
linished.”

The ||EEH atandard of l'u:'lHinE aned ithe
attention 1o detail will, however, be res
Rected i the chargeswhich might possibly
secim on the high side by villagers hopeful
ol moving in. And Port Sunlight has sice
the national sverage of people over the sge
of sixg-five,

Building will sart next year with comple-
Loan B PEET,

CPRE CHESHIRE BRANCH

Exer since s formation The Wirral Sociery
hus also been (o be precisel) “The Humn-
dred of Wirrnl Commitice of the Cheahire
Branch of the Councl for the Protection of
Rural England (CPRE)'. Cur represen-
tve it the Chiealiire Branch Committes i

nuw our og. Scorctary, Enc Sanme. He
feplices Rod Tann wholhias been our repee-
sentative for the past nine years. Since
CPRE'smeetingsare now held in the aflter-
neon Red has been unable toattend, Ohar
thanks are due o hing for so willingly smaks
irg the lengihy journey every other month
to the Cheshire branch offices in
Middlieswich and for booking after aurinter-
eals so well,

Anather Sociery Exccutive Commiitee
member, Bryan Heatley of Burton, hias also
been elecied to the CPRE committes in his
ewrl right,  Brmn i Chairman of their
recently-formed Tramaport Campaign
Graup,

BE A CAELE WATCHER!

Whilst it is just concebable that there are
some people ahout who are eagerly dwait-
ing the arrival of cable televiston so they can
have an éven b&ner chotce of chat sdsows,
game shows, sitcoms and similar intellec
tual delighis ils coming represents yet an-
other threato the environment, both nam-
ral and man-made.

Parliament has authorised the establish-
ment of a national Gbee optic cable com-
munE@ions aeiwork so that every house
and business can ap intoitloobain 2 high
quality tzkevision serviceand telephone lines
atless custwith, they say, all focal calls free,
And once the system it in place who knows
what futre technology might bring toadd
bee ita usedinln edsy

L thie Wirral Pesiinsila the bgng of the
cable has been entrused to the firm of
NYNEX CableCommas (g and the work
has been under way for some time in paris
af Rirkenhead, Walliney, Ellesmere Poat
andd New Brighton. In thenext twa tothres
years the Wirral netwark should be come-
pleted and every howse (except those in
private roads) will have asmall connection
point in the pavement outside the fromnt
doororfrantgate. [Fyvouthen optforcable
wrvice it arny time it will be connecied st
thiz poin — though itcould mean a small

tremch wini ld bave o be dug throegh your
lront drive o feont gicden.

Whilst 1hose who do avail themselves of
ithe services will have 1o pay for them, of
course, we shall all have to paya pricein the
shape of disturbance whilst installation of
the cable whkes place and posible damage
1 the envieonment, Not oaly will pave-
menis sind grass verges be disturbed bt
Wirral's wealth of trees is at sk, Many of
e trecs which line our roads are decades
old and in many cases itwill be impossible
1o dig trenches wilhouLdisturbing Lthe oot
watein, no sutier how careful the o trac-
teses mnijelue e,

The contriciors ure working (o & strice
code of practice and thier workmanship s
being closcly monitored by both Wirral and
Eltesmere Port and Neston Councile, But
they can't cxaming the work cvery inch ol
tlie way and we can help them. We ean all
become cable watchers. When the cable-
layersarrve inyour road keepan eveon the
way the trees arc dealt with and how the
pavements and grasiverges are being roin-
stated. 1 vou think there 3 cause for coms
plaint pick upyour old-fashioned welephane
and tell the appropriate council, Theywill
appreciate your call, Fer Wirral Berough
Council the tedephone number to ring s
Gt 0000 and for Ellesmiere Portand Neston
it in 356 6789, In exch case ask for the
Highway Engibecr's Department

LOTTA LITTER

Cur Viee-Chairman, Rod Tann, has been
jrursuing with the appropriate Wirml Cowns
il officer the problem of biown rubbish
from the Bidsion Tip which is such an
eyesore dor motorats doving along the
nerthorly secuon of the M53

Whern a strong wind blows it s difficult to
prevent some rubbish being whisked off
the tip but, we're told, the problem will be
solved when the tip iy closed down in the
mear [uture and tipping is ransfereed 1o
Bromborough. When that happens we can
only wy: Watch out, Bromboroagh|




SHIP AHOY!

Memlers whowish wr ik a bartdayor an o riversany in aspeecial
wiycould find a Dee Wikdlife Cruise the answer. Theywere stasted
by Wirral Council's Countryside Rangers seven yearsago and have
proved extremelypopular, introducing Wirral's marine wildlife o
visitors from outssle the area aswell as locals,

We enjoved an exhilarating seven hours afloal on a wet and
samewhat winedy day inSeptember. We had looked at the weather
forecastwith some foreboding. but our skipper Hughie was made
of sterner sl and we were sooft slipping on cur lifejackets and
climbing aboard the Sula =a wientific name for the gannel = on
the moonings at Thurstaston.

Sula is a 31 [t fishing boat, with room for twelve
passengera, fully equipped with UHF radio, radar,
navigators, fshdinder, depth sounder and life-
ralf. There was even the lwcury of aloo, and tea
and collee-making facilites in the forward cabin, -
where we conbl shelier for while Trom the ele-
menis.

Ohrr griiede was Martyn [amieson, Senior Kanger =
at the Wirral Country Park, and amine of informaticn on the birds,
sealsand fiah of the Dec estuary. We also learmed abaut the focal
fishing industry, the channels, wrecks and histery of the Pree from
Hughie, our genial skapper —who invieed mywile to take the belm
for a while.

e fellow crasserygens incduded tiree people from Mancheser,
oneol whom came cquipped with a large black umbrella, earning
several comrments from Hughie, Theyaaid they bad only recently
‘discovered’ Wirral bedt were delighted with it and had already
visited Hillsre several times

We'd had o beilliant susmmer in Wirral, will day after day of
sumnhine and blue skies. but for our tnp we'd unlfortunately picked
a wrong ‘un for our croise. 10 was grey and claudy, with heavy
showers.and the wind was loo sirong to permita landing on Hilbee
Island due to the hazascous rocks. We did land on the v West
Hewde sandbank at the month of the Dee, however, and walked
right across it, the wind blowing squalls of rain nto our fces.

The scals must have thought we were mad. We passed close o
where they ‘haul out” on o the bank,. (They always hanl out at
exactly the tame spot on the bank - it must surely be connected
with shelter and lood.) There were abost &b of them (Grey
Atbantic Sealy) on the bink, and many others in the water around
i Thay abviously récognide and trist Sula, and do not assodate

with danger, Two partculac by playful scals cune within o yards
af our boatand gave o manvellousdaplayol theirssimming atality,
They were definitely showing off because they came close to Lthe
boat on subsequent ocoasions, leaping around and nureling each
ather. Numbers of seals on the West Hoyle have climbed o 400-
plus (wirtually all are Greys, hut the Common Seal is sametimes
seen). They breed elsewhere, mamly on Ramsey Island off the
Welsh coast.  We alio sw common and sandwich terns, shuas
‘bnnbing’ otherseabieds o make them drop their food, migeling
wwallows, cormorants, great crested grebes and herons,

Local fisherman Andy Armitage came along-
stile and passed over a box containing severad
daflerent species al fish - toosmall o be worlh
coaking, alas — which gove us an idea of the

i i sine on cach gill cover containing venomom
gland gissue which can cawe extremely painful

> L woutndds, The venom atticks the blood corpius
eles.” Mr. Armitage i just one of the local fishermen who have
suffered [rom their ‘caress’,

As we returned 1o our mooreng and later relased ina hot bath,
discarded clothes steaming on the radiator, we reflected ona day
which had give us a marvellous insight into another aspect of
Wirral's varied wildhife.

PETER SAUNDERS

Reprrinted bykina permassiim fram Wirral Wildiife, newnletterof the Wirral
Group of the Cheshire Wildtfe Trust.

Eryes

The seven howr Dee Extiary Wildlife Croises continue this year
writil Friday, 28nd September. The last four hour River Dee Cruiss
14 o Suncay, 24th Seprember. Duning August and Seprember
thore are alio a mumber of Bindwatching Specials,

The cost of the seven hour craise is £13,30 midweek and £14.50
weekends and Bank Holidays, Birdwatch Specials £1500, There
are no reductions for children,

For booking fomns and (urther information contict the Wirral
Country Park Visitors® Centre, Thumtaston, Telephone 0151 643
4371 /5884,




