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CONSERVATION WITH IMAGINATION

The Transformatian
of Claremont Farm

Whatcan be done with old, surmoded and
redundant fum bbdings, other than tum
theminto dwelling places, sourrently being
imaginatvely demonstrated ar Claremont
Farm near Claterbridge roundabout. Many
members will know the fanm for its famm
shop and as a Puck-Your-Own soft [rub
CEnrne,

For nearky {ifty vears the farm buildings
have been ursuited to modern methods of
agricatiure bt the lastwar and death duties
hawe made i impassible (o bring them ugp
1o date.

The farm &5 pan of e Lancelyn Estane
anel has been in the ownership of the de
Launcelm {now Lancelym Green) family
stnce at least the Yo LO9 wlien it is
recorded that it was held by Scirand de
Launcelyn. It has been Farmed by a
sucoesslon ol tenant fanmerns eversince ancd
over the succeeding T20 pears: variows
budldings wers put up and demolished anel
replaced undl the present lnkdings were
erecied around the dme ofvhe Napoleonic
wars about 1810,

With the death in 1993 of the then tenant,
Jim Fimbley, the tenancy passed o his son,
Lan, and the cslale management was now in
the hands of the 3nd gencration of
Lancelyns, Scirard Lancelm Green, He
hackalveady restéred o sets of redundant
furm buildings, including Poulon Hall
Fa.nnfmm‘l.mi.ch]::ruml.anml:m Theatre
Supplies and which, commendably, has
ereated roughly the same number of jobs as
e wld farm woubd Bave dene Before the
[mckustrial Revolution.

The problem

The problem with Clremont Farm was
thit 3t was unable 16 cope with oday's A0-
[oot long delivery. vehicles and large
michinery which couldnot be manoewnTed
thevugh an entrance arch designed for
heirses, It also became difficult 1o comply

with modern regulations.  Something,
decided Mr, Lancelyn Green. had o be
done, Would the shole lot have o be
demotished and a new farm bullt? G was
there anather ways

The salution

The salution arrived at was o create an
entitely new farmyand next toan exssing
pranary forther down the fane and mransfer
1o this new site a Duich barm which had
been erected onthe existing farmyend some
wenty-five years ago. This would restore
the onginal farmyard and free the buildings
surrounding it for other other purpases

Arts cantra

Cwer the past couple of yvears the work of
stabilsing, making sfe and restoring the
old bulldings has been golng on and
planning penmission has been granted for
thele converslon intw cralt and lght
imdusirial workshops and an exhibition
gallery 1o be known collectively as
Claremont Arts Gentre.  The work is
procecding st {the barn mustbe relocated
this summicr before the pamte harvesty and
myembers of the Executive Committes who
recenty met ar the adjacent home of Mr.
and Mrs. Leslie Bibby were treated 1o @
guided tour of the premises to see how the
architecy, Mr. |.E- Myers, was achieving the
ransformation.

We were most impresed. It woan
imaginative project and great care is being
taken 1o ensure that the character of the
hunkdingsis matnined. Theslarers, joiners,
stopemasons and other trdesmen have
elone their work well. Scon there will be a
Mot At EACtive, spacious and airyirt gatlery
where it is intended 10 hold exhibaions
tand, of course, sated) of picrores and
erafmwork by both up-and-coming and well-
eatilalisleed full-ame arcsas, Thiere will bica
range ofworkshogs, locking old burwithall
mod, com., with floce space of two hundred
square feet upwards, Rents areexpected fo
bearound £1 Kiayvear. Sofar, acarpenter,
a stalned glaw ardse and a disabled crad
worker together with someone wanting o
start a pottery decoration and firing bainess
have expressed interess.

“Much of the work is so discreer,” said Mr.
Lancelyn Green, “tharyouwll noteasily iell
therestored work from the original =which
s it sheuld be”

e il

It is hoped that the work will e compleie
ane the arts centie and workshiops reac
for occupation towardsthe end of October
Anyone wishing to st a cottage industry
or lsoking foraworkshop [orlightindwseral
LTLE S “]:I;I:II Il':lll:! ({15 ili\".l]'l L4 dIE s U[‘I.ll FI.'
or nowsy machinery should contact Mr.
!_,:III‘::"!.TI Green l:lc!r:l:hnlir 534 w0005,

The bongrestablished Farm Shop remains
open as skl
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