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CONSERVATION WITH IMAGINATION

The Transformatian
of Claremont Farm

Whatcan be done with old, surmoded and
redundant fum bbdings, other than tum
theminto dwelling places, sourrently being
imaginatvely demonstrated ar Claremont
Farm near Claterbridge roundabout. Many
members will know the fanm for its famm
shop and as a Puck-Your-Own soft [rub
CEnrne,

For nearky {ifty vears the farm buildings
have been ursuited to modern methods of
agricatiure bt the lastwar and death duties
hawe made i impassible (o bring them ugp
1o date.

The farm &5 pan of e Lancelyn Estane
anel has been in the ownership of the de
Launcelm {now Lancelym Green) family
stnce at least the Yo LO9 wlien it is
recorded that it was held by Scirand de
Launcelyn. It has been Farmed by a
sucoesslon ol tenant fanmerns eversince ancd
over the succeeding T20 pears: variows
budldings wers put up and demolished anel
replaced undl the present lnkdings were
erecied around the dme ofvhe Napoleonic
wars about 1810,

With the death in 1993 of the then tenant,
Jim Fimbley, the tenancy passed o his son,
Lan, and the cslale management was now in
the hands of the 3nd gencration of
Lancelyns, Scirard Lancelm Green, He
hackalveady restéred o sets of redundant
furm buildings, including Poulon Hall
Fa.nnfmm‘l.mi.ch]::ruml.anml:m Theatre
Supplies and which, commendably, has
ereated roughly the same number of jobs as
e wld farm woubd Bave dene Before the
[mckustrial Revolution.

The problem

The problem with Clremont Farm was
thit 3t was unable 16 cope with oday's A0-
[oot long delivery. vehicles and large
michinery which couldnot be manoewnTed
thevugh an entrance arch designed for
heirses, It also became difficult 1o comply

with modern regulations.  Something,
decided Mr, Lancelyn Green. had o be
done, Would the shole lot have o be
demotished and a new farm bullt? G was
there anather ways

The salution

The salution arrived at was o create an
entitely new farmyand next toan exssing
pranary forther down the fane and mransfer
1o this new site a Duich barm which had
been erected onthe existing farmyend some
wenty-five years ago. This would restore
the onginal farmyard and free the buildings
surrounding it for other other purpases

Arts cantra

Cwer the past couple of yvears the work of
stabilsing, making sfe and restoring the
old bulldings has been golng on and
planning penmission has been granted for
thele converslon intw cralt and lght
imdusirial workshops and an exhibition
gallery 1o be known collectively as
Claremont Arts Gentre.  The work is
procecding st {the barn mustbe relocated
this summicr before the pamte harvesty and
myembers of the Executive Committes who
recenty met ar the adjacent home of Mr.
and Mrs. Leslie Bibby were treated 1o @
guided tour of the premises to see how the
architecy, Mr. |.E- Myers, was achieving the
ransformation.

We were most impresed. It woan
imaginative project and great care is being
taken 1o ensure that the character of the
hunkdingsis matnined. Theslarers, joiners,
stopemasons and other trdesmen have
elone their work well. Scon there will be a
Mot At EACtive, spacious and airyirt gatlery
where it is intended 10 hold exhibaions
tand, of course, sated) of picrores and
erafmwork by both up-and-coming and well-
eatilalisleed full-ame arcsas, Thiere will bica
range ofworkshogs, locking old burwithall
mod, com., with floce space of two hundred
square feet upwards, Rents areexpected fo
bearound £1 Kiayvear. Sofar, acarpenter,
a stalned glaw ardse and a disabled crad
worker together with someone wanting o
start a pottery decoration and firing bainess
have expressed interess.

“Much of the work is so discreer,” said Mr.
Lancelyn Green, “tharyouwll noteasily iell
therestored work from the original =which
s it sheuld be”

e il

It is hoped that the work will e compleie
ane the arts centie and workshiops reac
for occupation towardsthe end of October
Anyone wishing to st a cottage industry
or lsoking foraworkshop [orlightindwseral
LTLE S “]:I;I:II Il':lll:! ({15 ili\".l]'l L4 dIE s U[‘I.ll FI.'
or nowsy machinery should contact Mr.
!_,:III‘::"!.TI Green l:lc!r:l:hnlir 534 w0005,

The bongrestablished Farm Shop remains
open as skl

: -
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THE
SUMMER MEETING

Wit o Mosmn House Schnal

For many years now the Socery has been
Bolding aSummer Mecting for membersai
sne place of interestin Wirrl. Crerthe
vears wee have been everywhere {rom
exploring some of the Peainsuli’s histore
villages o Guveries and laboranies ased
even, on one notable oceasion, 1 seewhat
Tappens ata sewerage works, Each year the
Exerouve Convmimtee cudgels s collective
bravn trving 1o Gl somewlere we haven™
vet been, A desperate appeal o members
throwugh these columns asking for ideas
brought not a single response but,
undaunied, the Committee cime up with
the nomion of 3 vasie oo Faskgane and Mostm
Hause School.

This novel venue, in such an inweresting
part of Wirral, woasld, we lr.rl.:g'in:d., hrin.i
ouii members i force,  Moshm Holgse n
such @ wellknown Wirral landmack b
ot Preaple knew it only from the easide.
Cunositvalong, we thought, should ensure
a good aucndance.  Alas, w our grea
disappomtment anly thireysix tumed up
And since somie of them were familv and
friends of members that represented
rnout of nat much more than fve per
centof the membership.

Thiit seleva three doven, however, were
treated w o fascinating wour of the School
paremises and 3 short walk rownd the historae
places of Parkgate and it links with Lady
Hamilton, allunder the expert guidance of
former Deputy Headmaster, Dr. Geoffrey
Plage pngd Clive Edwards from the Parkgate
Soieiv.

“Thaose memberswhao did notcome missed
a e treat,” commented Reith Davidson,
the Wirral Soeciety Chatrman.  "We were
privileged 1o be given a detailed guided
tour of the schoaol and evervone was mcsg
irnpressed with it arking Victorizn clapel,
We shall long remember 1, nol beast the
way everything positively gleamed with
polish.  Cwur grateful thanks are due
Cieofirey Place and Clive Edwards forallthe
movishile they ook

UPTON MEADOW

The Upton Meadow saga drags on. Al the
tme of going w presd, the solichos for
Winal Council and those for The Woadland
Trusseare silltrving o iron oot ithe minutiae
Of 8he agreement,

£

THE FABLES OF
FLAYBRICK

T ihe mr{: Aanr q,lr ﬂ#ﬂqj‘, lat Decemher
1925, Lock Ah Tam, aged 52, of 122 Price
Street, Bivkenhertd, o hightyrespected member of
The comiarity, ot amd killed kis 42 yearold
wift, hiv 17 yearold davghier and mortally
wenearded g wldest daigieter, aged 19, AR Tam
wett et it vend for tred ad Cheifer Avizen
where e war dfeirded Iy the most emirend
sl of the day, Sir Edward Masskall Hall,
K. Despite a pler of tnsamity wad enddenee fad
Al T et wadyeet fosfriiepitic filv the juny tank
Jjeast fifteer minictes fo find e gpiifte. Ah Tam
e g i Walson foil o fracied wathin ter
frisere frranti,
gaipds i

Thissad mle of agenie. law-abiding, much-
hiked member of the commmuniy wlic was
patently not of sound mind when he
perpetrated this horific crime, s vecalled
with one of the stops on the guided tour of
Flavbrick Memoral Gardeny {erstwhile
Flaylirick Cetnetery). The Trail takes in the
grawe of the miurdered daughrers.

The gardens, where over THL000 burnals
have taken place, is o fascinating place and
manyagravestone and monument betokens
a tale worth telling. There i, for insance,
the grave of James Taylor Cochrane who
built "Resurgam’, the world's: first
mechanicallpawered submarine designed
by the Reverend George Garreit It was
launched in November 1879 after a team of
thirty Shire horses {whata sight that must
hawe beent) had havled it 300 yards to the
Grear Float, T smnk off the Grean Come on
its matcden vovage and was discovered bying
on the sea bed In 1955, Young apprentices
are currenthy atwork bailding a replica for
permanent display at Waonodside.

Some of the founding fathers of
Rirkenhead lie buried in Flayhrick, People
like: Sir William Jackson, the man belund
the creation of Birkenhead Park {and who
boasts the largest monument), membersof
the Laird Family, Lewis Hommblower, the
architect who supendsed the building of
the Birkenhead Fark lodges, railings and
all the mechanical work for which he was
il £2. 35 Ol aweek, and Juhn Willmmson,
a Cumird direcior who gave the town the
Williamson Art Gallery.

There are the lasting resting places of
people who gave their lives for others;
people who devoted their time to helping
their less formunate brethren and people
whose inventive skills and business zoumen
were influentialin Birkenheadand Wirml's

development, All their stories are briefly
related on the wur by Bay [ohnson, the
extremely knowledgeable and excellent
gruide from the Fricnds of Flavbrick

The programme of guicled tours has now
finhed for this year il panted Teail
leaflets organised by the Friends are
availahle from lacal libranes [or aovone
witio wishes to go mdependently.

A

The Friends have many other ideas for

‘improving the Gardens but they lack

resources. Their 'shopping list' includes’
£5,000 [or the repair of railings ond coping
stones, £50-L£100 for the Iabelling of
specimen trees and (are you listenlng Mrs.
Botomles?) £1.5 to E2million for the
restoration of the two chapels,

The Exccutive Commitice Foel thot the
Frientls are to be applavded and supported

‘and whilst we cannot assist with the more

expensive needs it was sgreed 1o make a
donational £000 towards wree-labelling and
the Friends' general funds. The Gardens
contain s0 many splendid. fully mature
trees, induding some which are quite rare,
that they represent the only arboretum in
‘Wirral apart from Ness Gardens.

Wirral Borengh Council has recognised
the imponance of Flavhrick Gardens and
have now putthem inthe care of a full-ime
Connteysicle Ranger = 2 unique
appuintment. Ivouwanttoknoeanhing
about them, shie Ranger, Steve Titley, can
e contacted on 652 52649,

O recens visis o Livergool and lis
surroundings, it octurted to me that
the profesional classes there [ive a lot
better than their counterparts in the
South. Acoupleof dayswith frisndsat
H.u‘vla.l:c Lt week convinced me of iv

You can work in Liverpool and be
hoame inca quanier of the tme 4 takes
meanvvof ustoget e and oucof London.
The gardens are bigger; the houses,
many of them buill in Liverpool's
Beyday, afe miore spacioms amd
chemper. Dogs getbeiterwalks. Atthis
time of vear, the light that shines an
the Welsh hills across the Dee esjuary
fills me with awe.

Yet lseem to remember from days in
governmens that it was tha dickens of
a porbs to persuade indistrial managers
o move o I.I.T:I:pn-nl with their
families,  Some of them felt it was
socially a siep down, Well, toclay there
are more middleclss professionols
Hving graciously on the Wirral
penisuly than vouwwill Bnd i maose of
the Home Cannties

-W.F. Deedes

Daily Telegraph




PLANNING
MATTERS

The Wimal Borough Council wants o
improve commEninications with its citizens,
partcularly A regards planning matiers,
amnd this most lagdable aspiration is
manifested in two separite bt pasliel
initiatives currently being pursued by the
Caonincil,

The first initiative came from Councillar
Jehn Cocker, Charman of the Fhinning
Committee, who decided that public
involvement in the planning process was a
thomie 1o be ﬂc'u'u]upr_'l'l ter"il:l.y; 154G, Ada
result, in Febrmary thaswvear, the Divectior of
Plamnimg and Economic Developmient, Mr.
James Wilkie, circularised all the varous
voluntary bodies in Wirral that might have
any interest in the planning processes to
sk thverm vo tell him o they ad any vews as
ta how the public involvement in the
planining process could be improved.

The results.of this consubtation process
were geporied 1o the Planning Commitee
an Hith June at some length with the
comments made on 4 series of topics
compared with the existing procedurcsand.
where posible, improvemens w conform
with the public's concerns wore proposcd.
The proposals were all commonsense
mprovements and the report was adopoed
b thie Council. The proposalsare relaively
low-key, such as sending to any non-
commereial crganisation, on request, the
weekly list of planning applicanions.
Prevaously, this was lmated 1o a few select
organisabonsofwhich this Secievwasome.
A request that such non-commercial
organisations should alvo Le sent copigsof
theactual planming applicatens was reated
more cautiously as, obwiously, this coubd
imipwse considerable extra costs and work
for the Conncil siaff, Hereagain the Sociery
hais beeen privileged w receive copics of
applications when we have asked for them;
a privilege that we have exercised
.'|'|'\|It|.*l||'|.inui\.t‘,lI

Minor improvements

That the improvemenis to be adopred ane
only of a minor nawre reflects nvo facs:
lirsaly, the curment system works pretty well
anved, seceddhy, it the planning legslation,
the Gevernment's wries of Fanning Policy
Guidance Notesand now theCouncil sawn
Unitary Development Flan' provide such a
comprehensive mmework withinwhich the
planning decisions must be @ken that the
Issies to bt decided, and on which the
public might wish 1o be consulied, are
lmmidied. This baiter fact led the Director of
PMlanming o comment thit there wasanced

tn edducate the gablic as o whu were, anul

what were not, planning matters. To this

end, he intended to ncorporate advice on

this scorve i the standard letters sent o

properties. addjncent (o a proposed

development, Cheother significant change

has been adopted and thas was o increase,

from Gro 25, the number of names required

om i petition agdinsa planning application

becfore i petitioner was permitted to addres

the Planning Comminee, Thiswas becatse

it hadd heen found that it was oo easy for
e ahjecior o musier theother five names

needed sothat he could pat his particutar
views 1o the Comminee. It was consdered
that 25 petitioners would more accurately
represent 4 widespread Jocal concern that
Justified the additional complication 8 the
pracedures entailed in an objector
filressing the Committee, At the same
time the applicans are now given the righ,
which they did not have hefore, of
afelressang the Commintes in response 10:a
petition — which seems to he anly logicl
arael juit.

Kew initiative

The ather inftiatve that isunderway comes
from the European Umon in which the EG
has fiunded a three year project involving
selecied local authorites across the Union
witowill instal computer terminals in pablic
litraries — West Kirby and Bebington are
those initally selected in the Wirml - {o
albos the public to poces the datz that the
Coundl can provide to the public on the
following  wopics:  Planning  and
Development, Businessand Tourism. Socio-
Economic Data and Environmental
information.  The ntention is 1o insal
‘totich-screen” ierminals thatare easy to use
and the system will be largely map based so
that the wser will be able to pinpoint the
irei = or £ven A particular property — and
ask for the relevant data pertaining to it
that lie or she desires. The Council are
ancious to hear from any readerswhowoulkd
T tmmterested oowse this semvdee ai i whn
Information thevwant tobe made svakable;
bt they want your response wgently so
comiacy either Brinn Enow on 631 8192 or
Cheis Malpas en 631 8193 for further
information, or either of them by fax on
%1 8180,

= R.G. Lomm

WIRRAL MATTERS
15 shonsored by UML Linvited as
part of their Wirral Commumity
programme.

UNAUTHORISED
ADVERTISING

Thie Executive Committes has noticed that
unauthorised sdvertising signs seem 1o be
profiferatng in Wirmal, Big offendens are
pubswhich are festeoned with hannensand
placards tellmg the werled thar they are mow
OPEN ALL DAY and provide LIVE
ENTERTAINMENT or hoasr EFAL ALE
and GOOD FOOD and BIG SCREEN TV,
Food shops and wine shops ane almo as
bad, cven worae, with their windows
plastered with so many speeial edfers that
the glass is atmost abliterated,

Al yes, you might say, but it 15 the qume
everywhere. All over the country in cities,
towns and pretry villages alike this sort of
thing is going on. Sowhat's different about
Wirral? After all, anyone with a busines
sl IJ{.‘ d.”l:m'\l:d 11 i].li'll!l L.

These are relevant points, of course, but
are no reason why we should not riise our
voice if we Lhink things are geltimg ol of
hand. Inthe pastwe have drawn anention
1o moise polletion and sky padiution (Irom
oversbaight street lighs bloming ouwt the
stars) andd noscous poflution frommdwstnl
chimneys, Visial pollution (or. s theolder
generatisn wonkl say, ‘eve-sores’) has not
entered inte our deliberations much. But
itought o, Doyou realise thatoll adver tring
is illegal wnless approved by the local
authorityd

We appreciate thar huge toadside
wdverthements on permanent siteswill have
received Council approval and we are mot
quibbling ahout those, distike them though
we may. Butwhenwe see notices advertning
prop concerts pliatcred on hoardings ancd
vacani premises and adveris for oneday
auction mies, car-hoot saley, carpets, and
om ofe occaston earles this year, raws of
posters ted on 1o rees ANnOURCINE & one-
day reduction in the price of a local
rewspaper, then we dicughit it was time to
question the practice,

Tathis end the Chatrman wrote in March
vo James Wilkle, Directorof Planning, Wirmal
Mevropohian Bosough Council, asking him
posxwhat the Couneil's policywasin regard
woadvertising, Noreply has heen received
hiit we have leamed unofficially that the
Council has no policy and will onby mke
action if semeone complains. [fihatis the
case then it iy up o us, I you see any
advertising which offends (including
pavement sandwich-boards which can be
dangerously obstructive) let the Secretary
know so we can ask the Plinning
Depariment 1o do something about it

]



Search

for
Tranqguallity

The everdiligent Counclfor the Protection
of Rural England (CPRE} has heen
searching aul those apeas of the country
which can still be regarded as ‘tranguil’ and
campiring the sivation with that of thirty
vears ago. 11 needs linle imagination o
realise that road systems, induserial and
eewsskng develspanent hive made enormous
encrokchments on areas once deemed
‘uiet’ bat &6 i has heen done grodually
down Lthe years 1819 not ofien realiscd by
o much they have been eroded. The
researchees findings ace given in asenesal
Thenand-Now regional mags and the
difference is an eve-opener,

Behore they bogan their rescarch it wis
first necessary to decide what constined a
Tranquil Area. This is what they decided:

A Tranguil Asen Ths =
4km from the I_-Lrgmt I.HJ'A'EI'!L.‘I.tid:ID

Skm from the meost haphly oafficked
roads (like M1 or MG}

Large towns and major industrial arcas
2k fioin st other soliwadys anid
oot ik roads ind theedgeafsmalles
FowTis

Thrn fromn mieshwm disturbance s
{L.e. roads which are difficult to cross in
peak howrs) and some main raivaylines.
ATranguil Arcaalsa les beyond abcficbds
amick alrports, opencast mining sites and
groups of electricity pylons or masts and

seitlements with 3 population of more
thamn 2,50

Than king bt these critema cynics might
suggest that the searest Tranguil Area o
Wirral is the Denbigh Moors but the mag
showsanesireywithin the Peninsula. There
ave f prizes for giessiog that this includes
part of the Dee Marshes and an areasouth
of deston untl, presumably (che maps are
notprecse ], it eomeswathin Skm of Shotton
and the Queenslerry power ststion, Bul
thiuitinyarea wdayisonly halfwhaticwas in
14,

To adegree this research might seem 1o
have been o fntile exercise fior there is ne
turning the clock bic ko retrieve thatwhich
hasbeen lost. Al CPREcan do s to-press on
with e grood wark of wirning the nation
whil is going on and inang to easure that
amy vmilar maps produced inanoher thiny
vears” time do not show the enby Tranquil
Areas as being the moors and mountiins.
4

'A GRAVE RESPONSIBILITY'

The following Interesitng  (and iill
pertinent} exuact from the letters page of
the Hoyliake and West Rirhy Advertiser of
0t Cerober 1930 has kindly been sem
inte us by Mrs, Sheila Saunden of Hovlake,
No commend 8 necesany.

The Rrv, Dr. Rurdeben o thae Fovdake Lanid
Purchase.

Sirg = ot read with some conorrn the tepard
ot meeting Reld Ll ek & proded aguina the
rennisipol purchass of the lend on the Frankiy
sude of the raitway al Heylake and now partly
useed v the Honlake Ladies Golf Links. For we
furve b to tromed arewed South Lameaskire ard
.“mqrr'df fa tse the ﬂpfu'!ﬂ'urg .rl'ﬁg'ﬂi:’ cbf
mtisteipo splectin e pasi. Tt plmees ike 31
Helens, Haydock, Wigan, Egarlioan and
Biskerthend, to wenlion only a feme example,
sl rver Beve come dnto their fresend formas a
Mot upon the rroond of all povering bodies
asspeaeteed usth e oone, We bl thecom plete
Laick o frmerszhd abaten by one frredleceasans, duif e
eitireiie b deitroy eiie coiietiysnde ond thatter
our sabnrban amenifies wath @ hand almast o
ruiblileas,

I i o Rumentalie fiect that Wil i bervig
wrgrelly rutmed. Wedl may it be sid that “the fove
of weernsey ds e ool of all el for sapaa aad
pveed are responsable for e destrinclion of rural
Erigland. it has beer argued, amd of seem to e
ik oo, Ml we Dadnd Counel min &
traisten do develofe any ana along the beil fuen-
planmeng liver Butal bast @ Couneil will nat
riim n Bocodity we comgdeely s sl apeoulative
fgpiders,

A pravereipensitility isours, Weore trusteer,
nol pmers, and wy mnct thank of thase sho unll

BLN,
Vours efe., Ghas W, Suden, Howlake,
{Charles Budden was a very well-known

Wirral persomality and the awthor of @

numbser of books inchading ' Bambles Roond

theCld Churches of Wirral'. Thoughnearky
seventy vears have passed since he wiote
this lester we cannot argue with bis general
sentiments. But he would surelyliave been
cheered if he could see the great sindes
which hawve been made in refurbhing and
redeveloping the town centres o Wigan, Su
Helens and Birkenhead. - Ed. )

BOTTLING OUT

As you conscientiausly make your reguiar
viits 1o the local Bonle Bank w dispose of
your empties 1o eke out the Council's
meRgre resouroes have vou ever stopped 1o
wonderwhat becomes of allthe beerbotles
empticd in pubs and wine botiles emptied
in resaurants and wine bars?  Or what
happens to all the empty bottles discarded
by dnelustry? Mor You probably sssumed
that they, o conscientiously sent them
not o the Botle Bank but by the lorry load
to the glas recvcling plants. ICvon dad,
prepare for ashock.

A vecent survey has revealed dhit for every
glass bertle you take too those glussfibre
ggleros b the supermarket or the recycling
centre, public housesand restanmnts throw
one wway. And what happens to them?
They go oo the binand o ol sies,
In fact, whilir 430,000 tons are recycled
through botde banks bevween 375,000 and
430,10 vons are dumped into landdill sives
by commercinl and industrinl concerms,

The waste collection campany, BiE, has
been trving for the pist three yars 1o
persuade the four major breweries
(Whithread, Bass, Scottish Courage and
Carlsherg-Tetley) tostant recychng schemes
im their pubs bt they were nint in the least
interested,  Landfll disposal, they say, is
chieap anad i isn't worth all dhe binssle of fe-
educating their stalf,

Bust, o last, the Government & doing
Frinded By Chafom Proo Lowated

something about i The Envronment
Secretary, [ohn Gummer, hasannounced a
nationwide scheme fof reaveling forbot e,
cnns and paper packaging. By the end of
1508 regulations will make it compulsory
for supermarkets, retallers and
manufacourers which produce packaging
1o recever and recycle a proportion of their
wiste, By 2000 legifarion will make it
compulsory o1 those people to collect for
recyeling 50 per cent of the bowles and
packaping they sell

Itis nlso planned 1o provide by the end of
1908 recyeling facilities for eight ot of
every ten howseholds

Thie by in thie aintment B, a8 vou saight
guess, we, the comumers, will have w foot
ithe AL It b esttmated that the new
regulations wall put 5pon the cost of every
L10 of grocenes,

g
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