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CAMPAIGNS PURSUED WITH RIGOROUS ENERGY

Since our formation in [928 the Wirral Sodety has fulfilled a dual role secving also as the
Wirral District Committee of the Cheshire Dranch of the Council [or the Protection of
Hural England, better known as, simply, CPRE,

This connection has given us an open deor to the grest knowledpe and expertzse of CPFRE
Headguarters in London, Never a day pasies withowt our receiving a communication of
nome sort, be it 2 new publication on some imminent threat @0 the countryside, a
comsultation paper on some maiter of moment or news of the mounting of @ oew
campaijm. In fact, we are constantly in awe at the sheer industry and output of the staff
at head office. As examples of what they did last year - as given in the Annual Report -
we list & few of the more impartant isoes with which they were oecupied. Andwe havenn
hesiation in effering our headline as a sulable motto!

Heuing. The late Government's eslmate
thar there will be & staggering 4.4 million
addidonal households by the year 2016
sparked off a ngocous CPRE campxign for
‘brownficld’ sives in towns and cities 1o be
cleased and used before more countryside
ik taken. The Gevernment instrallysaid thac
504 of these houses should be built on
previowsivised land butasarenltof CPRE's
campatgn rapsed this figure 1o 60% which
coukd save the conntnyside from 440000
howses,

Cutgftoum shopirng, The Government's
new planning advice on owtof-wn
thopping developmenwsintraduced stricter
comtrols on developmients on greenfield
sites, This owed much 1w CFRE's lobbying
CWET TIARY Years.

Advertising confrofs,  The Government
propused e abolsly ASCAs - Areas of
Speaal Control over Advertisements, These
cover large areas of the countryside and
prevent miruive outdoor adverising. A
powerful coalition of local aathorities and
amenity groups, led by CERE, strongly
opposed the move and the propoeal were

withdrwm.

Housing design. Local authorities have not
hitherio had the power o refiese planning
permission because of the poor deskgn of
howslng or other developments.  Now,
thanks to CPRE's Local atfradion campaign
the Government's new planning guidance
assers local authorites’ role in rejecting
poor design (o ensure that mesdit housing is
athing of the past,

Transport,  Damaging road schemes in a
number of counties =l the subject of tocal
CPRE campaigns - were deapped ia 1996
and CERE's proposals for integrating the
planning of wunk roads and land wse were
included in the Government's new
Transport Green Paper.

Counirysins elutter.  The accumulation of
smill-scale changes = from tele-
COHTIOications masts 1o tourist dgns -
can have a dramatic impzact on the
landscape. Toresist the rising tide of clutier
in rural areas, CPRE launched a new
camipaign in Decemberwith the pubbeation
of a booklet on The Clustered Countronde,

CPRE

Youer cosndryside = yotir veice

The compaign addresses the wide mnge
af smallacale but intrusive developrments
that litter the countryside, Inappropriate
advertivements, road signs, roadside
restaurants, telecommunication masts,
electracity pylons and tlksited Guravansand
Farm bubldings all cavse concern,

Traffic is anc of the major generators of
clutter.  Roaul signs, wallic-nanagement
schemes and over<ngineered solutions to
iraffic problems on counoy lames are
leading culprits, The privatsed unlites,
matile phione and petrol companias; focal
authorities and the leisere industries all
add to it. CPRE continnes 1a protest.

+

These are merelyifew examples of the sort
of thing with which CPRE was concerned
last year, Flowing from their variou
campaigns come dewiled reports of the
problems and what could be done o
allesiate them, together with periodical
PrOEress reports,

MATTERS ARISING

Some of the points raised have local
sdignificance and we hope our wo Wirral
Iocal asthorities have mken due note, in
particular, of their responsibilities over
housing design.

Many of the developmens in Wirral over
the past fifteen years or so leave mach e be
desired, not least becasse they more or less
look the same. The large natiesnal
huusebuilding firms have a folio of designs
{or houses which lh{:}' :rt'P-l:_'l.l over and over
again 30 that the country i being blighted
by ‘sameness.  And jogether with the
monotonous sameness of multiple high




street stores towns are fast fosimg ther
inctivacdualities and character.

Housing

More disturbing, however, is the rocent
news that the Croverniment i (o guote the
Lhanfy Mad) “preparing to salve the natisnal
heusing thortage by authorising abuilding
spres aver huge swathes of countraads’.
The present government does notdispute
ey predecessors estimie (. noles an
4.4 mallien new homes (the equiviilent of
thirny-iive cites the size of York) will be
needed by the yewr 2016 but they dedispute
]ulil". Guamrner's claim that 75% coull be
Built within wwn and city boundanes on
derelict or reclaimed sites new referred
as Trownfield sives, They say thae planning
restrctbons may fave to b 'relaxed toalow
fosrthe building of up totwe millien hoiises
v rueal areas’s And inoa sactoment that
sureiv cawsed hackies 1o fae within CIPRE,
the Environment Minister, Nicholas
Ragnford, declared: Tt s simply not
sceeptible o make Fuu]:ln in urhan
ervironmentsive in unicoepuibleways just
t protect the countryaide’,

The grearest need 15 of course, n the
London and Sowth Easi where the
projection i thai the South East will need
BOTWH amevpe howses and London G20 K,
The UDP estimate for Wirral (up to 2001)
i 10,50 and for Ellesmere Port & Neston
borough 2850, the majory o Be bultin
Elleanere Port.

The national [orecasttakes into account
the vy inwhiel the trsditonal Cunily unit
has chamged,  As a rosult of he ever-
increwing divorce mte many more peaple
are lving on their own and it &5 estimated
shatarcund cighty percentofthe 44 mllion
extrd homes are likely o be occupied by
only one persan,

OTHER BUSINESS

Arccent CEFRE pultication dealswith Waste
g the Cruntryside. The bookler examines
the problem of wiste disposal in the
counuyside, explins e patdomal policy
for coping with the problem and describes
the varous echniques avalable 1o deal
with waste, ILis bn no way intended o be
semsationil but some of the faces brouwghi
ot are shocking.

Forexample—the amaountof waste ponmed
innes Exnnelfall sives e h vear could fill enough
dumper rocks 1o seretch from Land's Encd
o Joshm O'Groats and back fen fines,

W prodice aver faur million tonnes of
wiste g yearwhich ienough to buryan arca
font’ vimes the sire of Briswl under ane
melre of Wi,
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Crver thie past teenty vears the number of
laneffill sites has muichroomed and new
uifesare still being gven the goahead atan
alanming ne,

[ 1955 it was estimated that up to 1400
closed or active ndfill sites were capable
of explading or catching fire.

Wirral's Waste

Now'that Bidston tiphas been closed Wirral's
waste i being disposed of i the duuscd
Bromborough Dock.  On enquiry the
Exeeutive Committee has been tod that
the present waste disposl conrracy will
expire in 2001, The Waste Disposal
Antbeoginy by sabil go be alive wo the stiaton
anil the matter of waste disgposal after that
date is copstantly under review,

Wind Power

One of CPRE's present concerns iswith the
impactefwind power developtients on the
Brinish counryside (over thirtywind power-
atations with B4 turbines in openation so
Tarwith further 85 propesed ), The amounmnt
of eleariciny contributed 10 the Natbonal
Cericl in pelatively small and, for those lving
o working near a socalled wind-fann (he
noise of the gigantic vanes going round cin
beverydisturhing. They alss cisturhaaldlife
and, in many cases, are visually-obrusive.

Following a survey through those bocal
branches with wind farms in their oeaa
joint statemnont on future wind power
dovabopmentwasmade to Margaret Beckei,
President of the Board of Trade, by CRRE,
its dlster organsatons in Wales and
Scotland, the Counell for National Parks
and The Ramblers Asociation,

It called [or changes in the eriteria by
which fiminzial sulasicies and contricts ane
awarded for wind-power developments o
Include a hroader range of consideratinns,
incliding wildiife and landscape impacrs,
Flanning guidance for renewable energy
shouldbe revised to recognise wind wirbines
As sndwstvial infrastructure asd, as such,
accept that they are not appropriate b
areas which are normally protected from
such development (eg. upland moorlund
areas wid undeveloped codsis).

New President

At the conclision of hiy fve year termi as
President of CPRE, Jonathon Dimblehywas
given a farewell pary and presented with

two  ansiquarian  books  and 4
commernaiative platter specially made bya
CPRE London Branch member.

Jonathon Dimbletw has peeepted an
tnvitition to be a VicePresident.

The new President s the wellknown
actress Prunclla Scabes,

THE FIGHT TO
SAVE 'THE GORSE'

The fight o sive "The Goese', the predious
little greemsgace in Upper Now Brightomn
EDry on The compaign epm. in
collabaration with Groundwerk Wirrabind
after full consultation with local sessdonn
astociations, has now drawn up an
impressive and well-ressoned plan bvwhich
this aren adjoining the water towsr in
Gorsehill Boad could be nomed inte o
‘porcket park” for the benefit of the people
living round about and the neighbouring
local primary schools.

The area, they pednt out, hus been 4
naturad wildlife kabita ance the beginning
ol the century agid it i important thit e
Iast remaining undeveloped ung’ in an
otherwise overbuilt aréa should not be
developed.

Thee ddea for a pocket park was originally
suggested by Ur. Hilary Ash ool Cheshire
Wildlife amd bias the backing of thirtyvtwo
lpcatresidentsasociatons, al four primary
schools, New Drighton residents threagh
the Mew Brighton Actien Commitee, The
Wisllasey Cavie Socaety anl, of course, The
Wirral Socicry

It also hias the support of Walliwey: MP
Angela Eagle who b now & junior minister
in the Department of the Environment
She has written 1o Sir Desmond Picher,
Chairman of North West Water whio own
thuee sive, el v Ofeae,

The Plan prepared by Groundwork Wirrsl
natonlyderails the advantages whichwould
accrue through saving this 1 35-acre
grecnspace and possible costs invelved bue
with total honestyabostates the cons aswell
a8 the prea,

Some of the cons are obwioos and are the
biights of life today — vanclalisn, wie by
dmeg-tikers ad other undedrables = and
sy ol bt i alea pnetitions the possible loss
afimmediate income to North West Witcr
shareholders if the see’s markevalue iinot
reiliied.

Cinie misght reasorably imagine thitsaich
adisplay of candour could toach the heare-
strings bl the conglomeraies, of course,
are known mose for their hasd heads than
thicir soft hears.

At the time of going o press, we learn thar
the Conservation Olficer of NWW is
preparing a report for his Board. bu las
given mo hint as to what the
recomrmendation will b,

I's fimgers crossed time all round.

WIRRAL MATTERS
is sponsored by ML Limited o
part of their Wirral Commnnity
programme,




AS IT WAS
IN THE BEGINNING?

It has long been thoughe that the person
respernsible for founding The Wirmal Sociery
inn 198 was Miss Joan Royden, dasghter of
Sir Ernest Bopden, the shigowner. fuss
whatprompted herimiaive s nver been
kiowss, Iehas been presumed thar she was
msgared by the formaton of the Couneil
for the Presenation of Rural Enpland
(CPREY mor vears eartier and the fact than
the new socicty nnmediitely ook on the
vl rale of tee Weorral District Comumities
of CPRE made ahis a reasonahble
[PrEAL AT

But noav Executree Committes membser
Lz Pocter hascome wpwith anew theory
which seemsvery oredible. [ is one whnch
friivta g ji peosdilale conmtliog of interest within
the Royden faemly which today's tabilonds
wolld have relished. W can imagine what
Hedlinses ie might have provoked:

RIFT I THE BOAYDEN FAMILY:
SHIFPING MAGNATES
GREEN' DAUGHTER SEES RED
NEW SOCIETYSLAMS SHIPOWNER

= antl o o

We have mentiened before thar Lilian
Pomerisbusyresearching forher FliD theass
angdinthe ¢ourss n-fd.i;h‘ing thr Sme
old Birkenhead Council records for 1996
she came across this interesting Minoie of
a meeting of the Finance {Special) Sub-
committee on Sth June of that year

SESCGHLVED

Thit the propoxal of the Extates and

Ikr#fﬂ,&nknl&hlmﬂhﬂuﬂnppﬁmﬁﬂnbr

sntle dis e Manistey ?‘Hm.’:-‘a_.fw sanichan

fw thhe bovramgr by the Corparation of the

snard of EFOAR0 ., in oo mestion with e

freonsed prurchene by the Corforation of the

Reyden Extate-af Wooddhutreh, coetarning

an areq of about 436 deres; the loan o be

repeatl wnbliin a pervod of fghty year, b

apgreved

In 1926 Sir Emest Rovden had not yee
moved his house Hilllark, stone by sone
and beam by beam, to fs present location
in Frankby. L was sull locaed in Ve
Faxad South, Bidewon, and, of caurse, would
hawe enjoved unintermupted views right
across the fickds 1o the Amrowe Hall Esate
{mow Artowe Country Pack), Did Rovden
sell this band knowing that he would be
moving o Frankhy?  And, more o the
point, was his daughier so wpset it the
lmhp-ccl of seeing all these fenile fanm
amedy disappearing beneath bricks and
o ar et she reacted by formng asociety
for the protecoen efrural Winsal? Tt would
seem possiblie

Prond, or otherwise, might well e hidden
an this Socaety's carly minuies and records
bt ehey are missing. W are wying to [ocste
then but fear they may have been bost
churing the kst war,

F5: As i matter of interest, many yeam
were Lo elapse hefore o single brick was faid
at Woodchurch.,  Bmlbding the estane did
nol begin uneil PG

QUITE A JUMP

Anotherinitiative, anotheracronym. Thess
newwores [oemed fram the inidal lesers of
ather words continue to main down upon
1 The latest is LEAF and, of courie, you
will want 1o know what i means,

For some years now the Mersey Basin
Campaign (MBC), which we luve alluded
to from time to time, has been concerned
witl improving the guality of the waters of
the Mersey Estuary,  And here we must
pause o gre credit where credin is due,
Morth West Water has embarked ona S4HKb
million Merscy Basinclean-up programme,
That includes £100 million being gpent in
Wirral. More than £40 millon will be sper
in the barilding of & wasic water treatment
plant in Bromboreugh, Anew acces rosd
willbe builtand ventilationand purification
equipment will be insmiled. The area
surroumding the site will he landicaped
auned awildlifie posad will e buile I planoing
permision & gven work will san on the
phant [ater this year.

The Bromborough project will he
followed by the building of a £60 million
wiaste water restment works at Morperth
Dock next year. These vwo plants will ireat
waste water from 260,000 people and
industry across Wirral before s is returned
1o the Mersey, Notrth West Water also has
phuns 1o bild o new pumping stagon o
Scoit's Field, Seacombe.

Crver in Liverpool WWW hive samilarly
ended hundreds of years of dispasal of
untreated waste water into the Estuarywith
the bulding of 4 new treatment works ai
Sancon Dock and the installation of i new
mine foot diame ter sewer nunming fornearly
Toureen miles from Seaderth o Dingle.

LEAF, however, is concerned with the
lands bordering the Estnary and the initials
stand for the Lower Mersey Local
Emviroament Agency Plan,

LEAP, we have been told, s "1 vidon'
which sees the Lower Mersey area (which
dmcledes most of Wiieal) as ‘o suscinable
emvironment capable of supporting diverse
natural species and habita, providing
opporiinites for reaeational nsage and
access and one which is valued by local
Feople’.

‘What is “mstminable development? Itis
defined as 'IJew.']an'cnl. I.\'Il'nch mcoks thc
need of the present without compromising
the ability of fiulure generations o meet
their owm needs’.

This splendid vivon s o might be
imagined, a somewhat disang prospect. 1t
isscen s atwestage proces. The fint siage
wethe production ofa Comulicion Report
and an open consultition perod, The
sccond stage ia the production of the Action
Plin futlewing the consulimtion period . The
Bitterwillinclode & progromime of actkon (o
be underaken by the Agency (LEAP, thal
is) ane other groups in the area over the
next five vears, T implementation will be
inonitered and anmual repors produced.

SUMMER MEETING

To all those members who did not stend
our Summer Meeting in Moy in Budston we
send our sympathies,  You missed a0 wenr.
Although it ook place in the midedle of this
yenr's maonscenn periodd the geds aniled on
us and after 4 diamg alternoan we enjoved
adrv evening.

Towas the biggest attendance we have Bl
for some tme and the fet that one of the
houses we visited hadl heen the subjecrof a
iclevision programme @ fow wocks
heforehand patently lad much to dowith
in.

After assembling in the Farish Church
the pagtysplitinto amaller greops each led
by @ Biclsion residentwe visited some of the
Iith/ 17th century cottages and 16th
cenmury Bidston Flall.

The ane place people mostwanied to see
was Church Farm which had been the
subject of one of The Houie Detectives series
o BROCY and the mwners were only fon
pleased o let 2l 160 {yes, eighiy) of us timp
thraugh thekr howse and inspect sveryroom
tee see whist the house detectives had
discovered, The lossse 38 built on thineen
different levels with nooks and crannies
abounding wnd for o couple of o the
owners bated notan eyelid as we saw for
ourseives the way in which the house hiad
been orginally built and severml tmes
alered down the years,

The occupiers of o other colages wnil
of Bidston Hall were similarly obliging and
accommaedating and contribasted wa most
sucesshul Sumiier Meeting.

We wound ug with ted and biscuits inthe
Chiwrch {which mos doublesasa community
Centie) .

Our Chairman, Reith Davidson has
writben o all the householders and o the
Vicar, the Reverend Stewve Mansfield,
expressing our gratitude andthe Excourive
Committee was pleased 10 approve 2
oo of £L00G0 o die chiuich Tunds,

TOAD REPORT

News [rom the hanerack

Toad frong a1 Red Rocks,

Hevlake, i3 hearteming,

Jacki Bepe of the Cheshire Wildlife Trust

whao bsupervising the operation and who,

you moy recall. inredueed areinfercement

of wadles from the Ainsdale Reserve Last

vear, says she ds very pleased with the way

things are going, And whilst no lifestze

bokils Dave vet 1o be seen (ag the tieoe of

gotng to presst there are very positive signs
than all is progressing according 1o plan.

Matterjack Toads, it seems, like nothing
Better than tohurrow imto the sand-dunes
where they spend lengthy perods in hiding
doing nothing very much, But they leawe
evidence in the shape of 4 very distinctive
entrinee Lo their burrows and an
encouraging number of these have been
idenrified.

'Given the number of burrows we've seen
s far,” sadel Jacki, 'more widiets than we
expeeted have sirvived.  We are very
puleased.”

z
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the

woedland
trust

Wha ar whatis The Woedland Trust whose
ihining kendght have come riding 1o the
rescue of Upten Meadow and, a few years
ago, similarly rescued Storeton Woods? [t
is not only Upton and Greashy resdents
whi have much to thank them for but all in
Wirral who are concermed with keeping
whitt open spaceswe have left are equallyin
titeir debl Yer this organisation which has
saved vast arcas of woodland and land on
which trees can be planted, from te seuth
of England 1o the far north of Scotland and
in various parts of Wales, s not as well
known nait should be.

The Trust pow awns and manages B30
woods covering 37 000acres, someofwhich
were acquired by gurchase, others by gifi,
In the past five years they have, on average,
taken tnto their care and proteciona wood
aweek.

The Woodland Trust iy a chary founded
in 1972 in the west country by Kenneth
Watkins OBE {who sadly died a few weeks

ago) to protect small woods in the
countryside. Irsmapid growth soom allowed
it to take on much larger expanies of
woodland and today itcan care for weads af
any size which need protection

The Trust's objectives are 1o bring woods
into their ownership and provide free icces
for the public and the oppormnity to enjoy
the pleasures of quiet, infornal recreation,
to saleguand the place of woods i the
limdbscape and toprotectwoodland habitats
fior the benefit of wildiife,

In the thirtysix acres of Upton Meadow
there isa lage copse and two smaller ones
and itis the Trust'sintention to plant more
sl areas of woodland as par of their
current Weads o YVour Dogritep camipaigm 1o
celebrate the Millennivm.  And i the
koowledge that thousands of miles of
hedgerow have been Jost from the English
landscape since World War 11 they alwo
hgped 1o creite more hedges on the site.

Many of the woodlands the Trust has
succeeded n acquinng have been, like
Upton Meadow, under o threar of sofmme
¥ind, be it from possible destruction and
development, road-building, se-calted war
games of sheer neglect. They have also re-
ereated woodlands which have been loar
over the years through clearance for
agriculture and replacement by conifer

planting, In the past ten vears the Trusthas
planted well over a million trees.

The speciallit care and menagement of
Trust properties is in the hands of 2 ieam of
Woodland Officers.  Chver the wears the
considerable expertise of the Trust has
increasingly been acknowledged by local
authorities and Development Corporations
and &t has been recognived as 4 suitable
recipient forgiftsof woodland, In 1992 for
examiple, the Trust was given no less than
fortywaodsin the Warringron and Buncom
area by the Commission for New Towns
ogether with a substantial endowment o
fund their mapagement.

The Woodland Trust has received £65
million fram the Nadonal Lettery wwards
it Mullennbum Project and Upton Meadow
e 1o benefit from thar.

Smmon Mageean, the Regional Woodland
Officer who i now responsible for Ugton
Meadow, 13 busy drawing vp a plan for i
after consulting Incal residents by wav of
detniled questbsrnaie theywere invired 1w
complete ard fiom suggestions made a2 an
an-site Crpen Dhy.

"Uptan Meadow has enormous patential
e szid. ‘[ will become 3 most impomant
localamenity and ouraimisto enhancethe
site, not radically change it

His plan i5 expected o be ready in
September.

HUNTEr

NEW RULES ON HEDGEROWS
CAME INTO FORCE
ON 1 JUNE 1897

LUinder the

Hedgerows Regulations {997
{58 N 160!

% Ir 3 against the laww 1o remove
most countrviide hedgerows
without permission,

% Toget permisiton o remove a
hedgerow, ou must write to
vour lecal plinning authority.

& If the autharity decide 1o
prohibit removal of an
tmgortant hedgeromw, it must et
v kriow within G weeks,

& IF you remove 3 hedgerow
without permission (whether it
is Enportant or noty you nay
fare an untimited fine. Youmay
alsa have to replace the
hedgaraw
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