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CAMPAIGNS PURSUED WITH RIGOROUS ENERGY

Since our formation in [928 the Wirral Sodety has fulfilled a dual role secving also as the
Wirral District Committee of the Cheshire Dranch of the Council [or the Protection of
Hural England, better known as, simply, CPRE,

This connection has given us an open deor to the grest knowledpe and expertzse of CPFRE
Headguarters in London, Never a day pasies withowt our receiving a communication of
nome sort, be it 2 new publication on some imminent threat @0 the countryside, a
comsultation paper on some maiter of moment or news of the mounting of @ oew
campaijm. In fact, we are constantly in awe at the sheer industry and output of the staff
at head office. As examples of what they did last year - as given in the Annual Report -
we list & few of the more impartant isoes with which they were oecupied. Andwe havenn
hesiation in effering our headline as a sulable motto!

Heuing. The late Government's eslmate
thar there will be & staggering 4.4 million
addidonal households by the year 2016
sparked off a ngocous CPRE campxign for
‘brownficld’ sives in towns and cities 1o be
cleased and used before more countryside
ik taken. The Gevernment instrallysaid thac
504 of these houses should be built on
previowsivised land butasarenltof CPRE's
campatgn rapsed this figure 1o 60% which
coukd save the conntnyside from 440000
howses,

Cutgftoum shopirng, The Government's
new planning advice on owtof-wn
thopping developmenwsintraduced stricter
comtrols on developmients on greenfield
sites, This owed much 1w CFRE's lobbying
CWET TIARY Years.

Advertising confrofs,  The Government
propused e abolsly ASCAs - Areas of
Speaal Control over Advertisements, These
cover large areas of the countryside and
prevent miruive outdoor adverising. A
powerful coalition of local aathorities and
amenity groups, led by CERE, strongly
opposed the move and the propoeal were

withdrwm.

Housing design. Local authorities have not
hitherio had the power o refiese planning
permission because of the poor deskgn of
howslng or other developments.  Now,
thanks to CPRE's Local atfradion campaign
the Government's new planning guidance
assers local authorites’ role in rejecting
poor design (o ensure that mesdit housing is
athing of the past,

Transport,  Damaging road schemes in a
number of counties =l the subject of tocal
CPRE campaigns - were deapped ia 1996
and CERE's proposals for integrating the
planning of wunk roads and land wse were
included in the Government's new
Transport Green Paper.

Counirysins elutter.  The accumulation of
smill-scale changes = from tele-
COHTIOications masts 1o tourist dgns -
can have a dramatic impzact on the
landscape. Toresist the rising tide of clutier
in rural areas, CPRE launched a new
camipaign in Decemberwith the pubbeation
of a booklet on The Clustered Countronde,

CPRE

Youer cosndryside = yotir veice

The compaign addresses the wide mnge
af smallacale but intrusive developrments
that litter the countryside, Inappropriate
advertivements, road signs, roadside
restaurants, telecommunication masts,
electracity pylons and tlksited Guravansand
Farm bubldings all cavse concern,

Traffic is anc of the major generators of
clutter.  Roaul signs, wallic-nanagement
schemes and over<ngineered solutions to
iraffic problems on counoy lames are
leading culprits, The privatsed unlites,
matile phione and petrol companias; focal
authorities and the leisere industries all
add to it. CPRE continnes 1a protest.

+

These are merelyifew examples of the sort
of thing with which CPRE was concerned
last year, Flowing from their variou
campaigns come dewiled reports of the
problems and what could be done o
allesiate them, together with periodical
PrOEress reports,

MATTERS ARISING

Some of the points raised have local
sdignificance and we hope our wo Wirral
Iocal asthorities have mken due note, in
particular, of their responsibilities over
housing design.

Many of the developmens in Wirral over
the past fifteen years or so leave mach e be
desired, not least becasse they more or less
look the same. The large natiesnal
huusebuilding firms have a folio of designs
{or houses which lh{:}' :rt'P-l:_'l.l over and over
again 30 that the country i being blighted
by ‘sameness.  And jogether with the
monotonous sameness of multiple high













