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WE STAND ALONE

The Leas School site sapn poes on, O 22723
July 3 Public Inquicy was held imto the planming
applivatisms made for the erection of 19 detached
Ircrases e it of thee 52 - s we nepsortedd in dur
Spring ssoe

Wirral Council were ‘minded’ 1o gram planmng
pemrinsion for this developimen: bar were
immble o do so becauss 3 contrmvened  the
exisnng Croen Belt which i maintnined in the
Praft UDE Conepquently they refered the
application o the Govemment Office on
Meoeysade. They passed it 1o the Secreuwy of
State for the Enveronment who appointad an
inspector 0o hold 3 public inguiry.

The boe! history 15 that Outlhise Pliening
Comsent for o Numsing Home, which impormniiy
showed the position of the baildings in some
detmal, wan pranted initially an 1959, 1 was
mencwed m 1992 but a hether reecwal was
refused in Masch 19 As el o detsled
applicatbon was sibimaried and appeoved
Septerober of thn year, the Planning Officer
arpumng thet he had bnke opton bul 1 grant
approval. That consent has 1o be implemented
by September this year or it will lapse.
Ideed. by the time ‘you read this @ s
poessilsle thig ot leass e entranoe degveway and
perhags soimne foundstions rmuy have been bailt
Just 10 keep the planeing conseet alive.

There wene several odkd spects of g Igquiry,
Tiw the Ty plnce, 5t Degpecton seonioed g
appellant and 1he Plunmpg Awheaty wese
virually on ibe same side with only ons
Shjector - The Wirral Sodety.

Ay apphcatoa we budd howses i the Groen
Brele must show that very special circormstmces'
exist to guehly the normal prohibiton bemg set
aside, Bols the developer and the Council were
making the same case that the neming bome
development, for which detailed consent

was given a mefe iwo yeari  ago,
was &0 damaging to the Green Bell tha
hwusing was preferable. This, they declirad,
wovestintad very special circunssiances’.

A farther boame. feamre was that all penes
hugpily sgreed that even the initia! outlme
wconscrl for the during bome comples did net
necord with the criteria for Sevelopment in the
Green Belt and shoubd not have been gramted.
That, of course; wix not relevant & the iy
o8 onee comseni has been prombed 1 cannol
mocraliy be rescindod.

“The: msin srgument gt forward for the [nspecior
to consider was whether the developer's clmin
that thene were three of four organisations who
were preqared o imdst in the site and balld e
ruring home comples, was credible. The Wil
Council had conchided, reluctanily, that there
maght be o - it oaly one - and this cased
them i decide (o pass the application to igher
nathioricy,

The evidence aveilable to the Yirral Society
indicated that it was very unlikely that
amyone would commit the lirpe amotint of
capitad required (o build the complex and we
thought that whillst we oonceded that the
nursing lsme wenld canse morginally more
damuage to the Green Bell than the hoesing it
wis miore importiid b defend the nteprity
of the planning proces,

We thercfore urped the Ingpector f0 call the
developer's bluff and refuse the housing
applicotion.

Roval Liverpool Golf Club

Absor represented af the Inguary was the Royal
Leverpool Galf (b whose Links adyin the site,
The Club weould like o pequire the entire 17
e s, They claim it would prolect diear b

e {which is renowned i the golfing workl)
andd it would provade much-neadsd extra space
Tow e on prestiglous polfing oecasions. (Tt s
luck of space for 3 tented villepe ond cos-
parking that has tken the Hoylake course off
the Open Champioehip rostedk. 1 they sould
ascquire the site the Golf Club would be
preparedd Lo preasaan foand allow the gels of
West Kighy Grammor School to use it os o
playang field,

Residents’ Association

The Meods Drive Rexidents’ Assoczanon vinced
hetr suppon fof the lualdmg plas, We undentansd
that in their ogamion houes of o 52 and type
commensarate with the peneral rub of houses i
Mleols [rmive would be preferable w any oihes
form of development. They hod not considened
thest thie mite coubd be usexd &% a spoets grosmd

The Outcome

Thie Inspector's recommerndation o the Secretary
ol State for the Emvironment will, of course,
relate golely 1o ke consent given for the boeang
developent,. He will not give any opinkn on
the Sosieiy's proposal that the ane cold b beat
used by Wesd Kirby Grrnmmar School nor will
he specifically deal with the poif club’s scheme.
If he recommends that the plannisg conaent
given for the bousiag development shoudd be
overtuamied then W dhall comtine o campalgn
for the playing fiekd And we sholl press the
edyczition Commisiee to seine 2 polden oppodusity
i pouuine the bl Fisling thot the progaeal By
the Gl Cluby womibal weerty 10 be glas best option.

The Socseny's case was pal 1o dhe iy by o
Hun, Plasusing Lizison Office, Geolf Lovam, o
whom we express our déep pratitsde for all his
hand work,




HIT FOR SIX

o' Iie Binge Johin tring to stem the tide, As o
threat to ofe preciols ghece of gieen open
spaces recedet another rises, After 20 years
campagiing, Upton Mepdow wis saved. The
“preen hung' which separator Uplon from
Greashy wits, we thought, preserved for af beost
(hee ssent 99 yenry, Then it erose of o threat
io the ez sares of Upton Crcke! Club no
e than a sax-hil away onibe opposite-sida of
thee pounadabosir

Thiose rurpaoirs oved fa be e, Along came a
Lowdon-hased  developer, Clearwiler Esates,
wath 5 planmeg appicaion o develop the
encked groumcd fwwned by Leverhulme Estues)
on which Upton Cricket Clob has played
wance 1]

The developers want o butld o 52-room movel
fond e, a restaurant coveriing 5,000 square feet, &
wevsallend Yusnily fan’ puts wnd & 45000 square
feet lealth anl fancss ceawe. topether with
cor-parking for 180 cars

Wb gty the developers will put Foragnd
I voppon of therr plans are rob eny W e
Is here @ coving noed for a fun pab? Wit two
palsting pishs in Uptisa Willege and ihe
Twelfih Man scross the way imbibers wionild
seem ke be owell proviced for Or o Large
restamrnnt? P Upton and Grrashy folk foel
deperved in this respect? Amd with The Twellth
Man Lodge already offering  ovemight
accommodation whe are pong 10 Al mather
52 s every dght? Puby custoisers over-
come byt mizch fun, perhops?

Haalth and fimess elubhe in this cas-berme age
are; of gourse, all the mge. Bug iset i momac
that: ong sporiing Facility shoo®d be destroyed
fiow arsoaher’?

I the Wirrnl Couneil Unitary  Development
PLan {ihe LIDE) the onicket grouncd 15 dessgriated
for sporting recreational sctivities wmd it might
he espected that sich o proposed chapge of use
wolldd he rejecizd om of hand on this aspect
alone. But thee w o loophole. A proposed
development of a gecreational area ¢ he
conmdered if 20 aliamstive site of Smilae s
van be prosaded, fr dis caxe, the Coicloct Club
haa been offered an altemative sile a1 Amwe
Brook Fam iz Greashy.

The Suciely e objected o the schome o ihe
prodmnds that o developrmient of thas nsture and
at e aovcale B iipproprate io ibe dte. We
have pointed out the the Director of Flanning
that all potential weers of the facilies will

trzvel thene by car, e i evident from the lurge
number of cor-parking speces. o0 the plom.
The impact of the additonal raffic on the local
residentinl area end road system woold be
seriously detrimental, At peak times the Upion
By-Pass is alreacy e to full capacity and
even ut apiel times of the day Old. Greashy
o remain surpeisingly bucy, We understand
thar, althongh it is o specifically spelled outin
the LIDE the Council has a general policy,
whever possihle, of keeping il setdements
from conlescing isto amorpbous buili-op aness
w losing their idestity 0 the proceds.
The presens wie of the site os a erlcket pround
reinforces the Upten By-Poss and Upton
Meadow a5 8 means of separaiing Upton from
ok

W wrge the Council to look beyond the
detniled provisson of the UDP und cons:der tkis
upplication in the light of wider consldemtions.

A developrment of this magnitude will aler
foever this part of Upton. We hops the Cooncil
will mgree ol thas the planming consem will be
refsed

MISPLACED COMMENTS?

In the {nst wsue of Wirnel Mafters A Site
Mot ey he Minosed’ we ssaled oue opinion thas ‘it
the Education Autharity were to display some
initintive (1] woald solve. the peoblem & me
stroke!, W went o to say ot i soquine e
(Leas Sehool ) site if it becormes svaitahle woukd
e very shon-siphted

The commedits evoked nn indigmant responte
from Councilbor &bk Groves, Chaar of the
Educanon Comminiee, whi wrote

“Whitst 1 weleowie the certral thrux of the
arttele which concerms the desivability. of
arquiring the Loy Sohieds sife for the benefis
of Wext Kirky Grammids School, ! showld have
thaneight thst fefone puhiicaron you wistd hove
Huuted thye enmariesy i hove contacted me-er Chair
aof the Ediseation Cormmittee 10 olsiin iy views.
Had veis done 3o vou winild hove discovened
thar back in ' Seplember 1997, following
eonsulduation with the Govemers of the schoal,
the Exttation Commities digredd s prinsiple t
e the puerchase of ar feant port of the
ke for the benefir of e schoal. The position
regunding planning permission is comples
arl carrently wets with Hae Secretirre of Stare.
5o far as the ko unaffected by e planning
fmue dr enpncernd we v mol in o porition

wdifige te receivers fo sell te land e the
Cowartl, bt the Directer of Education fus
writhen to the Secretary of Staie for Education
and Emplovisrd seiting aued the Colsily
peatulan-aud indicaing our destre e purcstse
shis fard fior the benefitr af the schoul {f this
J':Pm.rihl'r."

Wirnd Society Chaimnan, Keith Dovedson, in @
wery full reply and miteration of the hstery of
1he siite, sl

"I nate thar Lite fawl year ymie Comities
nﬂ\’.l.m'm‘m interest with the Becetver for the
purchase of the ke, dbout which sve ke arad
wiere pleased i hece. Unfornatehy s wer
Iocking the suble door aiter the herme had
holied int phat, by then ard Jor same yesrs
Brfine, 8 prrosblesns exixted, wivich sHil et s
even i the Minivtry refite: pepnisnon for fhe
ervction of howsing, will sill exist in fiuee "

The Chatemssn went on to point out that the s
hacl been vacant since 1959,

"W i the Cosnci! muist Aave been invare
S i priar to this trar the Larxx Sohwol weans
considering elosure ... bwrwing the escaleiing
problem foced by the very mocesy of West
Kiriry Grarmar School we anr amgzed thar the
Education Committee did mot ar any tme seize
the dppermunife wiich ther prejerted ta décuire
e fansd which wonld then honoe been valued By
the District Valer ar sehoel vl and mot at
the very inereared value of either a nirsing
tunimee oF for hodesing ™

Thoagh we stand by what wad igpn'ng
tssue the Society docs nob wish o engage in
any ding-deny argament with the Education
Committee ahout what wad done or aol dane
andd when We ore plessed o leam thar the
Edhucation Committse is alave 1o the situation
and  baok  forward  with  greal
intenesy o see what sction thay might ke -
anyd Dow spesdily = sheuld the lnspecis
recommend the overmuming of the plamning
consent for housing on part of the site.

If you really believe that

WIRRAL MATTERS
12l your friends about

THE WIRRAL SOCIETY




5t. THOMAS'S CHURCH
PARKGATE

Mot long aga the news that the disused
St Thomass Charch in Mestyn Squane off
The Parade in Paskzate was beang offercd for
sule for demolition sl development,

O suggestion wis that it woald be o splendid
siie Tor o petrol smdont M unexpectedly it
posiaad] the local ressdents who regacd this tiny
sandstone bapiding as om annegral pen of
Parkgate's specand characier,

However, we ure pleased to henr thad
51 Thomis's lms been upﬂﬂ!ﬂ.

The church closed in 1994 after i1 was
discovered that the walls were begrmming 1o
ulge throupgh the pressare of the mal The
bailding was declured 1o be umale and Meston
Parochial Church Coucal docaded diat ihe
only course wad sell it os a development Lite.
Their decision mised such o howl] of potest
thie 05 was peversed. Now the Parkgae
Preservition Trust in conjunction with the
Family amd Friends of SL Thomas's o
witempting b s 75000 for restontion
work and o further E250.000 for 2 sew village
Tl wiech b5 amnched 1o tse Church,

The proposal i to re-open the chinch & an
active place of warthip and community centre
- sodunon which has rescued mumy another
threatensd church

Applcation o esisiance will be made o
such orgunisstions as English Hentage, the
Archatecral Hertnge Fuid and, of course,
the Manonn] Lovery Henmpe Fund

Si. Thomus's Church, referred to locally as ‘the
fisherman's church’, i wrusual masmaick as 3
b served three differont denomanstons. Buli
w1351 a5 p Comgrepational Church, 3t wa
Later wsed by the Preshyierians and, since 1910,
by s Chisrch of England,

20

Parkzate Presermbion Trust was fonnded is
1996 wath the laudatle am of rescuing
builings i the ares “whase arvival
theeatened and for which an economically
wiahle solution is beyond the reach of hath the
owner and the nosmal operation of the market.

ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING

The Sixty-Ninth Annual General Meeting
of the Wirral Society,

will be hekd on

TUESDAY 20 OCTOBER 1998

al

THE HEATHERLANDS COURT RESTAURANT
THURSTASTON ROAD, IRBY
at 7.30pm

Following the business of the meeting a hot-pot supper
will be served at o cost of £6.50 per head (inc. Coffee)

After Supper Mr Angus Tilston of Bebington
will show some rarely seen archive films relating to
Aspects of Merseyside through the Centory,

The meeting is open 1o 8l members, relitives wnd Mrends bul 1o
help with the catering, please complete the form below
{or use plain paper) amd send it 1o the
Membership Secretary with your chegque
not later thon
Friday 16 October 1998,

T Mrs Andrey Plati,
21 Latchford Road, Gayton, Wirral Léo JRN,

stappers for mysell and puesiah for which encloie

a chieque tmnde payable to the Wirmd Sbciety) for £ ..o ciaai

Tk M0 s v b e w w EE w

& ) wanld ike a Ufs, if possible
* [ woulid be willing o give a [

*pieare fick i appropriate




A SINCERE THANK-YOU

Wirna! Matters wis first published dn Spring
15592 This was made pissble thiough (he grea
gemerosity of UML Limited; the Unilever
servicon copguay, who, when approached for
support, immedintely outhorsed the prnting of
ihe newslenier af theig own printing plant n
Brombnmagh, Exch quaner they printesd 15401
cipies forus cormpleiely free of chasge.

1wy w marveliows gerune md Wirral Matters
sty became resgmirad reading for 2l who are
interestnd in the Wimal emviromment mad i
Twugla the worki of the Soaecry o a much
wicler public

Threo. yoar ago, however, the restnecnng of
UML, sxw he prirging diviskm soll off i
Uil comamued o allow the poaducton of
Wirral Matiers te comunue on the samg
presses by footing 15e bill. Bus all good dongs
cowiie 1o i end and UBML's spoasomhip wad
due 10 end with last yewr's Wihwer issue
Humweever, wih typecal grnenosiny, tey agreed
to sippodt ity eoduction for o fumher yeas o
alboa e i sl aliffesenl spomivin of ke
other wmangements

In the evenl, we chose the lafisr course
We researched the possbilities of producing
the pewsletier ‘ichouse’, The man cost of
presfaction lay in the typesening, The cost of
prmting wits refatively modest Cur Chasrman,
Keuly Dhaviclsin, sewly-squipped with 2 highly
suphistcaté] comgader, bouphi o publishing
preovgram, scanner and odher bits nnd picces and
st abanl producing camer-rady copy for the
prenier The costoff printeg is bome by Sociery
funds. This is the fimg sue prochiced anders this
now et 2 if affoeds us an oppomumicy
Of enpressang our decp priitude [or pas)
favoirs Ao Boh Moreour, the M:lrl:lgi,ng
Enrectoe of TUML, and Bron Kslly and s sall
im thelr printing division (especially Brenda
Ashworth whe w defily did she oypereting)
Our thanks toall of thew - they did ws provd,

NEW DIRECTOR FOR CPRE

Fiona Reyanlds, CPRETS Directir for the pas)
iwelve yedm, bas dechilled o rove on. She s
tnken upe 3 senior post in the, Civil Sarvace,

The isew [Hrector i Kate Parminier, fomerds
of the REPCA, Whilst an the ESPCA she was,
g muny other things, résponsible for tha
onmisstons anti-hunting compaige. Realisdng
thay Ll previous acivity might mme comeem
ameng UFHE members who bold other views,

Miss Parminser bas grven an undertaking nol
iy bvelve herseld, prvaiely or directly, in
campatgns ngamst bumting by any other
AT,

CPRE &5 énbirely neotral on the quesbkon
hecause the maner s not directly relnvani o
the Council’s alins.

Miss Parmanter, & one-time local swthoricy
cormeilor, wit chosan, CPRE says, becase of
Ter very bioad mnge of relevent &kille and
cAperence’,

SUMMER MEETING

Much o s the reprel the Expcuting Commifiee
have Been urable b arrange & Summer Meeting
foe membsere this yoar, The ample tearon js that
wie have mun out of kleas! Last year; of counse,
our toar of Biditon Village and some of s
fuscinating cottages and Bickiton Hall was anp-
roaring success with 80 peonle uming st on a
ot very clemend evemng, That, of éoirse, wis
given added mmpetus by the DBC TV
programme The Howse Evtecitves a cougle of
weeks beloehanil.

The Commtice wincked #15. collective hmin
beist 1o fid @ Ve for & meeting this year bot
the hare fact is that aver; five years we have
been everywhere we con think of md evhagsted
all possibie venues which fit I with our
reiguirernenis, An  appesl for ideas from
mermiscs pot ool inan eacher Wirrad Maters
siclded mid a single reiponse bar that node us
feel we had pot inadvenendly overlooied
anything. Moreover, we dant reully feel oo
concemned aboul the emisaon ance Summer
igsedf e year wak also cancelled.

We do miend to moke good this ormission,
Boweser, by armagling voe of pao winte genersd
meetinge. Ever since the deah of Mr W Yicor
Smith, our esteemed Vioe-Presdent, former
Chaimman and  Jongeserving  mender of the
Executive Commitiee we have boen sseking o
way 1o honour his memsory, [t has been decided
1o establish - an annual Victor Smith Memorial
Lecnire on n sabject of Wirral isterest b fike
pince in the carly months of each year beginiing
in 1993, Thoupht ix alio beng given to at leasd
me other talk If these ventures are well
suppoted we will consider srminging a regular
WIRLET prOgramme.

Furtler irgformation i our et inme.

Mr. LESLIE BIBBY

Adter e han o gpaniter of a-ceatuny’s stalwan
service as 4 member of the Eaccutive
Coenmittse Leslie Bibby has decided the time
hu conme fis prat bis feet up

Leslie can't remember exacily v jong he ha
heen u member of the Soctery. His puosis
‘around 4 yeary' and from P974-1982 be was.
the Chairman. When he stepped. dvan from
thal position he s made 8 Vice-President, an
appoastmend. of which be i3 very peoud and
which, of course, he retsins. He s nkso one of
the Socrety's Trusiees,

“Mw eerving the Crommnitiee™ b sl “does tin
A i wory ofomirlih AV BteReET i Iee de‘fﬂ_)r!'
wark f eownider i 13 making o very valable
rovbhiinen fo prodechiing Wiesal s avirmarent
farsad Do sy 18 wrantinne to do s

And long may he continue to enjoy life
We send him our very best wishes.

CORPORATE BUSINESS
MEMBERSHIP

At 0 Tecenl meeting of the Excoutive
Clommiss o was decided that membershap of
The Wimal Society should be estendsd
Whiral's Imsiness houses many of which wz
know 10 be envireamentally conscious and
whom we believe conld be. glad 10 support our
alims. 1 is feli thuy Corpomte Business
Members would ot only inengsise v stasding.
oar mfvence and public awarenes g also
could alse proffer expert advice and Opinios
whin it was peedod Their sobscrptioms sowld
ol odaly contrbute (o owr genernl activities but
wiould enable us o wpet e of Wil
smaller emcimnrmental orgarisations  (as we
Bz dose in dee past with the Likes of the
Friends of Flaybrick and the Fiends of Bidstos
Moas in their particular endeavoirs,

For some hime now we hove alse heen
enchenviuring to hring cur woek 10 he potice of
the weumper generation throgh projects of as
emvironmental nattee n Wimd's schoob. We
Teel that there ase finns in Wimil who might
wish g0 be oeocinted with thie aepent of the
Soceny's work.

Invitations 1o become Corporate Busines

members will be sent out o selecied
eompanies shortly.

The Edipar withes o ackrowiedge the kel of
Shirley Glowk in the prsduction af thiv o




