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BRIEF
ENCOUNTER

Foor thoee who do not know i, Eleanor Read rors due North along
the sice of Hedston Hill from the Upton Boad 1o Bidaron Villsge,
Abave at, om the Fast mde, ree the woods thar clad the hill and
previde nos enly & pleasant placs of reereation for the inhabitants
of Birhenhead, bat alse s valuable landscape feature seen from afar
e i slesagrannd woa Sie of Special Lasdscape Value i Wirnd
Borvssgh Counail’s Unitary Thevelopment Plan. The West sude of
the road conmsts in the e of lange elegmm Edwardzin houses sec
in pereroas, well wooded gardens and there 5 a further well
wisoded area - not open 1o the publie - below those houses. This
area is an essentiol element of the attmctive appezmnce of the
Bidston ridge refermed 10 in the TP,

Farlicr thia year it becamse apparent thar consent was being mven
o plinming appheatons for devel on sites addpacent o
Elenor Read whoch coudd, if reocazed abomg the foad, enurcly
change the charscter of the arca and serously damage the
appearafice Of the Bidston rdge.

The tesic problem was that the mwsining houses in Eleasor
Road were too losge for modern requirements. Two had  been
wrond sermsscevsslully an nursieg homes and one of these and another
lnrpe house had been vandalsed when empty and subsequently
denwilished, 5o the queation o be mbed wae whether Elcaneor
Read could remain viable asa high class area. The Sooety
thought it probably could be with the right development, a view
shared by the plarning officer coneerped.

1 have to hold up my hand and sy mes celpe becawse the Socety
did not appreeste 3t the tme the significance of the two
applications for owtline plinning consent that had been suhmined
for development i the orea. However, when the chetmaled
application cume in for the mere reeent of these two outlines,
wihich ia for 13 dwellivgs, Twas derted o the serious danger that o
piecermea] approsch o planring stratepy for the area could result in
over development that woukd be dusstroas. The trouble would be
that unbess 1the developers were, which the UTF policies cannot be
derled mughma:h.tw,lhc}-wmﬂn!'bthhlvmmlmdnnﬂ:
the ores below Emnrﬁmdﬁt’lhgenrmmmmﬂul it
presently enpvs and isa majer purt of the anractive appesrance of
the Hidston rdpe

Development Briel

It therefore seemed that what was needed was a deeailed Tocal
policy known asa Development Boel, The s 2 document thata
Pmungﬂmemmml!peaﬁ:lmm which
sets out the eritera 1o which planning applistions must conform
1o b ceeptable.

Thei Crilera i lhtrlcmril.yaﬂ l}'p:u(hmu:ing,_l.r:t
proscrvaton amd what the planiers call ‘divation tramen”, 1
coasulied my planning orcle who confirmed that the Secety
mlu.'ld be perfestiy i arder 1n alling for the Boraugh Gounal ta

rwiny ane up for the Elesnor Road pree. We did just
that nnd ashed plio for an immediate tree preservation order e
placed on all the trees i the ares, To s great croedit the Plannimg
Ckficers resporded very mpedly. They drfisd o Development
Bref which they sent w s for comments which were returmned
equally raphdly and accepted. The final result has been approved
by the Plasmng Comsruree and pow controls all development in
the anca bevaeen Elemor Road and the housing developments an
the foot of the rdge.

Main Provislons

The main provisions of the Brief are that on 8 strip of fand,
eontaiming the exsning large howses, development wall be mited 1o
# houses per scre (% per hootare) and that density may be funber
reduced by the restncton that o the momeval af e
trees, Below the houses fronting Elanor Read o another, onger,
strip on which detached hoses may be buelt at ¥ peraere (22 b the
hectarel bast also lalde to further restmiction o preserve trees, The
thard arca blies buegely em the flatter ground between the two existing
house sstates - whech will net be allowed 10 cmlewe - where a
similar dengity W those otmic will be allwed,  Considerble
powers are escsprilated m the beief for the Council to insast on the
menrmmdmmtuldug to do 53, The ether
plvmnn ufw!hunppunncnul’lnj‘mmgl o b prveesed by o
series of detailed archateeturml iriterided 1o rake thern
conform tn the genen] clameter of the exiting D,

Incident
There wat an Numsaticg incident dunng the course of all ths.,
lthuiuulrﬂummmﬂm:tnfmlﬂ-cmbnmutm
rvatson order bod leaked ot and the owner of the site where
the howse had been demilintied sent in as contracior with chasnmas
ard bulldoxers aarly on o Satunday morning o fell o number of
wees on the mite However, the developers had rechioned
without the Eleanar Rioad Ressdents Assoewtion who had already
jrined with the Wirral Socety i calling for a Developanenn Bricl.
sprang into action and went straight to the topin the form of
I:%lm:mrud'ﬂimmgudmﬂcw 4 hemsell, To
hes grest credit he immediately contacted the Borough Sabicitor &
Seeretary and came up 1o the site armed witha hastly dmwn-up
trve preservation order. The contractor was halied i his tracks bus,
unavosdabdy, only after he had felled several larpe trees. Mot the
bent way of goming the plannens on vour side when o sulmndt s
arig application for development !

The Eleanor Road story [Hustrates one of the ways in which
the Soclety can schieve its aims of looking after Wirral's
herftage and environments and we take a modest pride in the
outcome 5o far. N the area is now developed 33 one of
high class housing with the woodland setting preserved, we
“dlhwmﬂ. B3, Lofam
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