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BRIEF
ENCOUNTER

Foor thoee who do not know i, Eleanor Read rors due North along
the sice of Hedston Hill from the Upton Boad 1o Bidaron Villsge,
Abave at, om the Fast mde, ree the woods thar clad the hill and
previde nos enly & pleasant placs of reereation for the inhabitants
of Birhenhead, bat alse s valuable landscape feature seen from afar
e i slesagrannd woa Sie of Special Lasdscape Value i Wirnd
Borvssgh Counail’s Unitary Thevelopment Plan. The West sude of
the road conmsts in the e of lange elegmm Edwardzin houses sec
in pereroas, well wooded gardens and there 5 a further well
wisoded area - not open 1o the publie - below those houses. This
area is an essentiol element of the attmctive appezmnce of the
Bidston ridge refermed 10 in the TP,

Farlicr thia year it becamse apparent thar consent was being mven
o plinming appheatons for devel on sites addpacent o
Elenor Read whoch coudd, if reocazed abomg the foad, enurcly
change the charscter of the arca and serously damage the
appearafice Of the Bidston rdge.

The tesic problem was that the mwsining houses in Eleasor
Road were too losge for modern requirements. Two had  been
wrond sermsscevsslully an nursieg homes and one of these and another
lnrpe house had been vandalsed when empty and subsequently
denwilished, 5o the queation o be mbed wae whether Elcaneor
Read could remain viable asa high class area. The Sooety
thought it probably could be with the right development, a view
shared by the plarning officer coneerped.

1 have to hold up my hand and sy mes celpe becawse the Socety
did not appreeste 3t the tme the significance of the two
applications for owtline plinning consent that had been suhmined
for development i the orea. However, when the chetmaled
application cume in for the mere reeent of these two outlines,
wihich ia for 13 dwellivgs, Twas derted o the serious danger that o
piecermea] approsch o planring stratepy for the area could result in
over development that woukd be dusstroas. The trouble would be
that unbess 1the developers were, which the UTF policies cannot be
derled mughma:h.tw,lhc}-wmﬂn!'bthhlvmmlmdnnﬂ:
the ores below Emnrﬁmdﬁt’lhgenrmmmmﬂul it
presently enpvs and isa majer purt of the anractive appesrance of
the Hidston rdpe

Development Briel

It therefore seemed that what was needed was a deeailed Tocal
policy known asa Development Boel, The s 2 document thata
Pmungﬂmemmml!peaﬁ:lmm which
sets out the eritera 1o which planning applistions must conform
1o b ceeptable.

Thei Crilera i lhtrlcmril.yaﬂ l}'p:u(hmu:ing,_l.r:t
proscrvaton amd what the planiers call ‘divation tramen”, 1
coasulied my planning orcle who confirmed that the Secety
mlu.'ld be perfestiy i arder 1n alling for the Boraugh Gounal ta

rwiny ane up for the Elesnor Road pree. We did just
that nnd ashed plio for an immediate tree preservation order e
placed on all the trees i the ares, To s great croedit the Plannimg
Ckficers resporded very mpedly. They drfisd o Development
Bref which they sent w s for comments which were returmned
equally raphdly and accepted. The final result has been approved
by the Plasmng Comsruree and pow controls all development in
the anca bevaeen Elemor Road and the housing developments an
the foot of the rdge.

Main Provislons

The main provisions of the Brief are that on 8 strip of fand,
eontaiming the exsning large howses, development wall be mited 1o
# houses per scre (% per hootare) and that density may be funber
reduced by the restncton that o the momeval af e
trees, Below the houses fronting Elanor Read o another, onger,
strip on which detached hoses may be buelt at ¥ peraere (22 b the
hectarel bast also lalde to further restmiction o preserve trees, The
thard arca blies buegely em the flatter ground between the two existing
house sstates - whech will net be allowed 10 cmlewe - where a
similar dengity W those otmic will be allwed,  Considerble
powers are escsprilated m the beief for the Council to insast on the
menrmmdmmtuldug to do 53, The ether
plvmnn ufw!hunppunncnul’lnj‘mmgl o b prveesed by o
series of detailed archateeturml iriterided 1o rake thern
conform tn the genen] clameter of the exiting D,

Incident
There wat an Numsaticg incident dunng the course of all ths.,
lthuiuulrﬂummmﬂm:tnfmlﬂ-cmbnmutm
rvatson order bod leaked ot and the owner of the site where
the howse had been demilintied sent in as contracior with chasnmas
ard bulldoxers aarly on o Satunday morning o fell o number of
wees on the mite However, the developers had rechioned
without the Eleanar Rioad Ressdents Assoewtion who had already
jrined with the Wirral Socety i calling for a Developanenn Bricl.
sprang into action and went straight to the topin the form of
I:%lm:mrud'ﬂimmgudmﬂcw 4 hemsell, To
hes grest credit he immediately contacted the Borough Sabicitor &
Seeretary and came up 1o the site armed witha hastly dmwn-up
trve preservation order. The contractor was halied i his tracks bus,
unavosdabdy, only after he had felled several larpe trees. Mot the
bent way of goming the plannens on vour side when o sulmndt s
arig application for development !

The Eleanor Road story [Hustrates one of the ways in which
the Soclety can schieve its aims of looking after Wirral's
herftage and environments and we take a modest pride in the
outcome 5o far. N the area is now developed 33 one of
high class housing with the woodland setting preserved, we
“dlhwmﬂ. B3, Lofam
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PROTECTING THE PIER
HEAD

U cvaar Bast issue wi pnenTioned Ilhl:lhe.ﬂrh'.l.'l-:f Dexcles and Farbour
1J|rr|.:1|ml, wished o dzﬁ:ll:lp a sie il.m.i:lhng the old FlDII'-IT-lH
Foadway e a car-park for mngu.rmgm Irelund and the bsle of Man,
The "m.:-Fm'd wis rhn.“mgn& i e s b'-' the Millenmium
Walls Committes, a srmll group of people whe were fighting for
e gkt of Liverpool citzens 1o walk along the Liverpool
waterfront, without bet or hisdeanes, even on land beloogng
MDHG

Slemleesn waill have read how 1he ]-'lldp!' eertuened  the
permboT 1o el parts of the pubilic night of way which had been
mven by the Memevsade Development h'-rpr.lmmn This
sLIJFI'i‘h.rLLI MBS plam and, predictably, they reacted by
deplonng the decinon which., they elamed, swould lead to the loss
|s|- bl)'lh ﬁ."rnl.: witha hlu;u'dltutqmlﬁ”m |'.I'F!|l:ltlﬂ

The temporary tasballing vard at the Princes Dhock, it was
clamed, eoukd well be des rh:lp‘sd s a perrmanent terminal with all
the {J|_|h|:bu meadermnaday travellerss expect. Hot the Dock Company
fin the g of the Irincen Dock Development Company which
they own in equal partrership with a firm of develapers) have
varmnarkey this site Tor e egvetiom of i roney spinning prestgaois
office biocl The beg gueston is: shoubd they be allowsd 10 mie
over priblic land so that they can profit?

MDHC s propesals were abso o rppustd by the Memeyside Civie
Socety whese Charmn, Profeseor Ql.ll:ntl.n Hughr_‘ﬂ UBE.
pertinently ohaerved: “MDHE was formed 10 ook after manitime
trade but now they segm to spened mest of their wme on building
Jn.w-'h:[m-mu T El.;- e Head past of the Pl'\trpmed wate for workd
herttage st The bualding are vitl to thas tod and would be
speilod by puntisg 3 cugark in frome of thetrs. A jewel o
cheapedsed by o bad setting,”

A i meeting with SMIDHC officers earlier this year we
that consideration be yven to bualding the termural on the Wieral
sde of the Memsey' where 2 Ro-Bo terpimal it be banlr on the
Twebve Quays site. W came away from the mesting feeling tha
this possibality bad not Been seroniy explored. As we pouited ou,
a D3ubdin, v possengers are landed two rmbes from the city centre
while the other termiral ot Dunlaoghaiee is 516 miles asay,

As we go to prem, it reported thay MDHC are snid e be
*tight-lipped™ abowr what they will do next The 1rsh shipping
e J Sen  Conwminers, have opparently - amd oo
imapinatively « sugmested that the former Floating Roadway eould
bee wseed to crent= a tunnel whech would ead 16 o car-park ndrneath
the Pler Head, 18 that is not fewstble then they suzpest the Landing
Stage should be extended 5o that the vesels would be emoved
altegether from the Fier Hend - And. of course, Princes Landing
Stagre = where the bag meserger bners used 1o berth before the
post-war, shordened, replacemem atage made this no longer

possible,

Prer Hewad - Notodere quite Iike if,

SUMMER MEETING

Ohur Summer Meetingg took place on o new aspect this year. [twas
the first time we had veniured beyond e Wirral boundaries and
atir first-ever coach trp.

Following the scoemd Victor Saith Lecture given by Grant
Luscomitx, (hief Executive of Landlifs, wha told u about 1he
Maticnal Wildflower Centre which 5 being established at Court
Hey in Konowsley, we went 1osee it for ourselves.

The made by D, Lillian Potter and Audrey Plan
were impeccable. Nothing was left to chance and all went very
smaathly. The weather was reasonably kind with just dhe edd
short shower to contend with and Grant Luscombe, whose cleas
vobze wis easily heard om i the growing feelds, was an excellent

[

Rm‘lr:|l-.:: Centre reats around 100 serés of land in'the Knowsley dod
South Liverpool arens on which they grow wild flowers fiar tlsels
seed. The seed ix harvested by their own combane harvester wnd
mken to the Centre where it 15 sorted and paclaged for sale 10
provicke funds. The main sales outlet i through Samsbury’s
Homebase 1Y stores and they operte o ourishiang ouil cariles
business which supplies seed to ocal authorities and highway
agencies whe plant them to bring colour to oir roedsides,

There was a lintle dovappeintment in that we tended o see
flowers gone 1o seed rather than in bloom, especially to those
nxenbers armed with camerna. But it was o laghly interesting tnp
and out thanks go 1o Lillan and Awdrey for all their bard weele

Watch Out for Triffids |

By comadence, newspapers seported next day that another
charity, Plantife, was very soncemed that pellistion from the
pollen of geoetically modified crops coutd corrupt Britain’s
declimng wildflowers., They added their vose to the many who
bave expressed fears abeut the consequences of interdening wath
manure i this way.

In their teport Flambfe warned that  polken  from
cherrscally-pesmtant CiMcrops would produce
chermseally-resistant superweeds that could spread, Triffid-like,
acroes the countryside suffocatmg other forms of plant bfe.

Thar could result in sn intensive use of weed and pest killer
and addinonally, new uncontrllable viruses could spread between

nt Ao
Fth'ru:tmnT;.rhu been working with the Govermanent in an effort
tex biring oertain species back froen the bink of extinetion and fexr
that the intreduction of Gb orgarasms could undermme all ther

pood wirk

YOU GOTTA HAVE FRIENDS

Menton to anyone that arc one of the Fraends of Flaybeick
(Cemetery) and it murn{lwinngu flippant respanse, sometfing

on the lines of “That's & grave resporsililiny™ or Nou're deud
Iucli.} Eren from the politest people it brngy a susprised mised
evebrow. Yot why should such an mtensst be any' mone eancis
that being, say, o Frend of the Gunsie (“How's Captain
Muaimwnring, then? ") or a friend of Leasowe Lighthouse CAre you
the leading Hght* ™).

This was the exence of 0 conversaton | had in Birkenhend
‘Town Hall testritly with mevezal people who i travellicl vhirs
[romn distant parts for the Annual Generl Meetmg of the Natioee]
Federauon of Cenwvery Friends. They had all suffered similar
rescin .,

O vex, there are Froends of cometerics matonwide,  The 60
people who assembles in the fowerbedicled Town Hall
repreented an interest i cemeteries mnging from Edinburgh
devamn 10 the Famoas Kersal Green and Broolowoed cemetenes in
the south



The eccamon began with & puided tour of Flaybrick {now
Flaybrick Memorul Gardens, of course) to which delegates were
uthoens in @ beutifully-restored 1952 med Londen bus, After Junch
Diavid Hillhowse, Wirnal Councils Pronaipal Museums Cfficer,
gawve an dlwsrated milk on old Birkeshead and, in particular, on
Birkenhend Priory. A vt the Prioey followed gnin n the
spendid red b} and the day fmohed with the sl generl

merting.

A number of Fremds prowps took the opportuwty: of meuanting
chsplays sllwsimtang their particubr cemetery’ and thor particular
asgwote, activiies and achievements,

The activities of some of these onpanisaons are guite
resaekable. Some had produced handsome Bosldets aleut therr
parnculer cemetery wirth photographs of gome of the splendid
stameey and memonali there and telling the stoms about the
people they commemomie.  Others had devised cometery traila
faned that includes Flavbncl), genealogical guides for famsly
bty rescarchers and Hrookwood, Bawmin's brgest bural
prosnd, wsuen o twice-veasly, widely-read magrine,  Many
Friends’ groups alioorganise Joctures, burd -watching sessions and
seane Juve educational faalities for sclwoleloldien et o
knowing something of their Jocal histosy,

The two London cemetenes, of eoumse, offer tremendeous saope.
Both min suppon teams of guides and Kensal Green has o
programme of postry madings (of worls by some of the famoes
peets Baried there], an exhitation of funemny menuments, regulr
art exhilitions and an *lvy Leagae.” The laiter 152 “hands-on”
g of enthusiasts which tums up at appeinted time with
suitahle gm'dmmg wob, old clethes and a stoat par of gloves
ihard hats are isued onarnval) 1o remove years of unwanted vy
grovwih from the mesolvums, monuments, tombstones and
chapels,

Ernolwesed Cemetery & actunlly 25 mmks from the centre of
London in Surrey. In 1862 The Losden Necropolia & Natioaal
Masoleum Company  was formsd 1o establish o geeat
mutrepolitan cenwtery out in the cousitrysade and large enough o
conimn London’s dead for an indefinite Fluﬁnd In nc\cul:ﬁs £ 111
acres (abowt the sse of Arrowe Park) and had its own milway line
w take coffirs and mowrnems straight i the cemetery, Tt had
o sitons - one tooserve the Anglicars and the other for
Diissenters. They are snll theee but out of we for some time.,

Fhe sope for quided 1oum (larmos writers, fameus aris;
emment engineers and scientist, setors and actrese, musicians
and eomposers) 11 inexbaustibie,

The oaly sad note of the day was the tale tld by visitors from
Meweastle-under-Lyme.  The Friends” erganisation there was
rapiclly eatabbabed carber e year in the woke of an horrondouer
actof *mumicipal vandalism® (their wordsh.  Residents of that
Stffordshire town woke wp one momming (st year o find that
hundneds of gravestones in the mumepl cemetery had been
faniened. The locn] coumal bad decided that they constituted o
dasgerous Taeand ad ol called in o comrsctor b meaks them
safe Even foor-tigh kerbetones were put on ther sides.

A mmmign of demonstrations and  protest mectings was
rapidly moonted and s pention bearing 16,000 sigratures was
handed o the Pime Mingter at Nodih, The Government haa
reerly prdered the council 1o remstate the pravestones a8 they
were. A the e of the AGM 1t had taken no oction and the fight
gostm,

Whis ssys evpmerprses e chil]?

A H

BLOW HOT, BLOW COLD

Last March T Wirnad Newr was suddenly seized with o crusading
peal to peoteet the Wirml Pesissuls from further development
which, felr, had already gone too far. In o SPECIAL
ENVIRONMENTAL 1S5UE @t trumpeted: “Everyme mur wmive
& e comvrrtpal campactym £omake Wirrad u groes amd pirosemt bsmdl it our
whiidres wnll e prowd to mbees,

S coneerned were they that they wrote straight to the Prime
Muister to aqquaing ham with the problers Wirml is (allegedivi
fecing and unging hirn 1 :moun,fr the Borough Couneil 1o adopt
A e sympsthetie stanes aver planmng e

The MNews thin wenl on  mke some most olasming
sintemonts!

* Hundrecds of comvermeed revidenes bave asbedd s v
“steps the dent raiction of Wirral”

* Wirrals dagopearng Gireor Bl ir focommy an

TRy ca for concers amog readers,

& H.Mrliuginm darvie dovrinatod the beadfines all
year ax rory el oy of Werrols beritage (afte
cerime o i wenareh of e du e

* [y sy that peevhery o e from the solenitler roep
of develogement which, o allvoed o frreeed sndecked,

serli champr the face of Werral | forewer,

The News eampaign scems to have been aparked off by a
phuming applicaton from Wimpey North Weat 1o dermolsh a
Viewnan house m Holm Lane, Oxion, amd ercer a
four-sterey block of flats on the site where fchimed The News]
“hurdrede of profected trver wll be chopped dinew 1 the develypment i
alfeed to go thregd”™  (There are some trecs on the site bt
“hundreds” 5o pross fmggr—m!inn'! SIF the Coumei! grver thin fatert
et the po-adwiad (they went on) “e eill sear the lesdsoape weell ite rbe
wetd Millernizm. ™
Serring stuff .
In the :‘w:nl.. the. Society agreed, for a number of peasons, tha
this propesal was quite urswitable for the sie which
‘:Lﬁmw s Prmary School and we had alpeady bodied our
ohijcctiond 1 L Subsequently, the Councils phinming
sub-commttee also thought so and the m!limrbnn was pepeeted,
However the devel has appealed againat the devivion and a
Public |n|:||.ur‘|." has been fixed for 2nd November., The MNews alss
vooced ity deep concern abxont the |.l:|:l]:l.ns|.l by Mulberey
Properies dfor which outline plarming rission has been
granited) e bueidd 250 hormes on I'm?:l:u ph}'uﬂ?ﬁ:]d:mh‘mtwum
which, the v ssemito bebeve, was oninfringement of the Green Bey
This particular site is met Groen Belt but = pant of what is
lovown es “the M53 Cormdor ™ Hefoes bird can e -llull[qrnrrﬂ nx
Gireen Belt it has to be of contun environomental guality. A
Government [napector reported that the “M33 Corndor” did not
et thes entenion and should be made availatle for reskbential
d:*di?]:lmm
15 the site of the former O Birkonaars” rugty feld
and l'.-eﬁmp to Birkenhead School which i disposing of 1t w
provide funds for scholarships for bovs whose parents wish them
1o be educated there but who cannot afford the fees. This aenoen
hae been prompted by the Government’s wathadrowsl of grants to

wd;rﬂskntmhmk
w MNews failed 10 menton thnt Wirml Cowncil has. been

charged by the Goverrment with finding sites for the busding of
30 houses by the year 201, Mony of these have already been
bule and mesdy on “brownfield” snes, not n the Gireen Belt
witich the Couenedl rightly regands as saerosnet,

Nor did The News mentnn the exigtence of the Coineils
Unitary Plan (U DF) witich was widely publistsed and explsined a1

ronvfimmard caveelegl
1



public mectings when it wan drawn wp, This lays down where
development may take place and whersit moy nol

And, tn this respeer, we feel that the criticisms levelled at the

in most unfair, Tt i the Society's experience that Planning
Officers in both Wirral Council and Ellesmere Port and Neston
Council ame most coopemtive. and wery protecuve of their
environment within the Brrdts permitied by Government rules and
tiomi,

However, the facthml ermm and sweeping rusatements rode
by The Wirral Mews suggeseed to the Executive Commtiee that
we should offer our help. After oll, the Winm] Socicty has been
doing its bit to protect the Wirnl envaronment for the past 72
wenrs, We felt this long expenence of dealing with local suthonty
and planrang departments mipht prove useful

To thux end, our (Chatrman wreas 1o Mr Leagh Marles, Editorof
Thae Wirral News group, and mited lom o atend one of our
Coanuities sectimg whens matters of sl btenst could be
ducused, That was on the 2nd Apnl 1999,

He s atall “:.i.li;n,g tara rL']'J:w'

7 B
WASTE WASTED ? )

[ desparr as f watch the contempt for the
ervironmient,  Linter, praffiti and wate
characterise owr  srham  liver The
countryide i defoced by thoughiles
My-tipping, Reeycling may bave caught the
imurgination of mme but born much focil
Jued bag been used making special fourneys to
take senall guantities of bottles, cans and
reLsspepers to recyeling ficilities?

Howw much energy and bowr many chemicals
are then weed to do the recycling? Our
understanding of nestainabilicy v still very
ltmited. [t & the new Pezzword often
teonsted fo sweit the arguments of wheever i
ustng it af the time,

Qur world bar to work vt bow to meet
presemt Busman meeds and improve  the
quality of hfe witheuwt diminisbing the
Earths capacity 1o provide for the needs of
[uinre generations

\

Peter Luff MP
(it a Flosee of Cammons debate).

J

COMING SHORTLY!
For one Night Only!
Don't Miss Tt!

The Wirral Society

A.G.M,
1h Ocrober 19H
7

The Heatherlands Court
Ieba

KEEPING QUIET
The Council for the Peotection of Rurm! England (CPFRE) never
rests in ts eeaseless crusade to proteet Britain's green and pleasan:
la] from the equally cemseless onslaughn of developenss and
highway engineers, Their lgest hande-ery = Safer Country
Lanes for All

Last year, in o White Paper, the Government reoogmized the
problems of intirsdation from traffic and the aeed w proteat the
countryabde from ever-rising traffic levels,

Country lanes, says CPRE. are m much o part of the fabiie of
the countryside as the hedge, fekls wnd trees winich they pass.
But country fapes are under ssepe from the: incressing number of
cars and borries. speeding taffic and trassport “improvements.”

Last A CPRE sssued its Clarter fir Crasntry Lanee in which
they ealled wpon mmional and keal povermments !

v Ervure ooy gpedy oo country e sl veudce fbe spord o of 60 wpd
4o oyt of 400y, toerd 20 papd s an nliages

o fmtrodice o mew cotegury of coinrey lae abere weadkers, ool amd
ramblerr wowld Borte privaily over motoriis

» St die sporsd of mew devetopers wibieh ecouragr rafli granath; provid
ol drarapert cdvscr i tbe commimends Meroneh beiter pubfie pramport and
dacal mrrvsices g by preveiiding @ sofe eovironment for cpolng, walkng amd
i

A

There 1s much that can be dome, they sdd, o safeguasd eountry
lanes for the future, o reduee distress and danger ced. by
speeding waific and 0 petect part of the historic fabne daar
makes the eountryside what it i ancd wharwe valee.

®
"Ehﬁﬁ]:r, ths 5 not yeta renl pml.ir:m:m Wirsal.” commenied
Eric Sanré, Chairman of the CPRE Chestare Branch, “but we
need to be ever alert.  Members will recall that the Counal's
haghway engineess planned to strighten out the winding country
roant which lesds from Saughall Massie village to Black Horse Hill
in West Kirby and mum ifinto o main thovoughfare stmply o
relieve comgesnon st Moreton Cross in the peak-hours, The
Government has net seen fit to fund this plan se facand if CPRE's
Cherter for Caotentry Lanes 15 acted upon in osiy never appen.”

T
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