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ABC OF

UDP

The requitement that focat authorities
:huuid Prad.uu: Inn“-lrnn |-|1I|.d Lisc EI"\-'T'I'
opment plans stems freom the Town and
Country Planming Act, 19964, In the shire
rannties iBese ake the form of Struciee
Flars mwde: by the County Council amd
Lasval Phans — which niust cemform o the
Structure Plan =migle by the strct Coun-
ol |r| ﬂ:r H(:Irn]u:ﬂ'll;un ilrl:'iL'i'-'rka' “';H:i
—these two plans are eomhined and called
Unitary Development Plans (UDPs).

The Socety s thejeloee interested 1 the
Wirral Boruugh Councl's UTHP, ik Chesh-
ire Corunnaat's Sruetore Plan and Ellcsmere
Tori &= MNeston Council’s Loveal Pan

Thee LD covers the period up wo the vear
2008 angd s therefore more than haliway
thresiaphe its Gife, This-means that some of
the slevelspments have, in Fuct, already
taken ]:.Iu:r.

The first drals of the: Plan was put ot [or
pubdic consultation between 25 [une and
H September PR32 and wsa resultol those
coiaultasons the current, revised Deposit
Diralt” was placed “on deposit’ in public
places on B Chetober 1994 for the purpodes
o allowing the public to make lormal abe
jeetions to it rhjections had to be subanit-
ted by 16 November 1904,

From a sedyal the Deposit Draltand the
accompanying volume roporting the Con-
sultation Responses a firm impreasion is
gained that the Coundl have been very
ready tos [ten lowhat was said 1o them and
Bapspy Do stk deo proveioeits 1o G Plan
whese the suggrested amendmaents were in
agreement with the spirit of the policies

Your starter for tenl What do the letters UDF stand for? Ulster Democratle Party? Unlon
of Dissatisfed Pensioners? United Dairy Products?

Hands up all those who know it stands for Unitary Development Plan, Mmn, Now hends
up all those whe knew what a Unitary Developmont Plan is, Mmm. Not many,

Readers of WIRRAL MATTERS will, of course, know what the initials mean, Wirral's
UDF was mentioned in our first issue ln Spring 1%92 and at intervals since. But the public
at large seem to be unaware of it and of its imporiande yet that Litle scronym should be
as familiar as NHS or BB, Well, almost. Nevertholes, DS will play a major role in the
development of the local environmie nt - which means notj st the countryside and the coast
but the roads and streets, the housing, the buildings, the strect fumiture, the open spaces
and almost everyihing which bplnges on our lives which is unders the care and conirol of
the local authority,

The Sockety Committes has been taking a keen inlerest in the progress of Wirral
Council’s Unitary Developnent Plon and now that it has reached its second stage (rovised
in the lght of comments made on the original Plan) GEOFF LOBEAM, our acting Planning
Liaisan Officer, xplaing here what the UDF is all shoutand its imporance to all who live

within the bounds of the Wirral Metropolitan Borough,

concemod, TthEm.nnﬂ'molhrrhaml,
deaf ospecal pleadings whether ofacom-
mercial, parcchial or political pature,

Space does notallow for an appraisal of
every policy of the Plan n detail and the
subheadings used are not nccesanly thoce
wsedd in the Plan bt represent the salient
peints of those policies of greatest interest
Lo the Society,

General Development Policy

Theoverall policy is based on the Council’s
Loag stancding commitment Lo Urban Re-
generation aend i focused on Prierity Areas
camprising the designated Inner Urban
Ao ined thie Quter Conneil Estates, Within
thess Pr ;nﬁ::r Areasceriain argelarsay ufe
sdentified for immedinte atention toavoid
e plshkof rescirces beangspread teothindy,
Emphasis s pliced on the lact that the
popelation of the inror arcas is much les
mobale than that of the outlving chistricts
and that there isa need o encourge indus-
triul development where poblic transpart
prowided pood] necess.

In Bamef use terms this policy i imple-
mented by allocating 169.2 hecares (4675
acres} of currently wnused land for enploy-
ment purposes, The former Cammel Laird

yared feerma almost s third of that area and
the only land outskle the Birkenhead/
Bromborough conurbation lsai Moreton -
hetween Cadbury’s and Squibb's, a vingle
h cclareal 'ull:' TJ1T|1I1 ll!i‘l!«tr‘lill E,IJ«L-.IJ.L' |Lr|l!
the last 5.5 hectares of the Marth (heshire
Trading Esute at Prenton bounded by the
M5% and the Bidston-Wrexham railwiy.

Conromitant with that policy and come
plementary odt, was the preservation of the
rura] and residential areas of the Barmugh
in their present form with s tght control of
Both industrial knd howsing development
i those arehd, The Green Belt isdeclared
comn pletely sicrosanct,

The Green Belt

5

The mostsiriking leatures of the Corialia-
i a5 the rock solid defence of the Green
Beltput up by the Borough Council, 1iwas
assaulted at cvery posable opportunty by
the developers and their agents whose live-
lihoad lics in building houses for profit, As

o geomdivmned overlozf



















