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ABC OF

UDP

The requitement that focat authorities
:huuid Prad.uu: Inn“-lrnn |-|1I|.d Lisc EI"\-'T'I'
opment plans stems freom the Town and
Country Planming Act, 19964, In the shire
rannties iBese ake the form of Struciee
Flars mwde: by the County Council amd
Lasval Phans — which niust cemform o the
Structure Plan =migle by the strct Coun-
ol |r| ﬂ:r H(:Irn]u:ﬂ'll;un ilrl:'iL'i'-'rka' “';H:i
—these two plans are eomhined and called
Unitary Development Plans (UDPs).

The Socety s thejeloee interested 1 the
Wirral Boruugh Councl's UTHP, ik Chesh-
ire Corunnaat's Sruetore Plan and Ellcsmere
Tori &= MNeston Council’s Loveal Pan

Thee LD covers the period up wo the vear
2008 angd s therefore more than haliway
thresiaphe its Gife, This-means that some of
the slevelspments have, in Fuct, already
taken ]:.Iu:r.

The first drals of the: Plan was put ot [or
pubdic consultation between 25 [une and
H September PR32 and wsa resultol those
coiaultasons the current, revised Deposit
Diralt” was placed “on deposit’ in public
places on B Chetober 1994 for the purpodes
o allowing the public to make lormal abe
jeetions to it rhjections had to be subanit-
ted by 16 November 1904,

From a sedyal the Deposit Draltand the
accompanying volume roporting the Con-
sultation Responses a firm impreasion is
gained that the Coundl have been very
ready tos [ten lowhat was said 1o them and
Bapspy Do stk deo proveioeits 1o G Plan
whese the suggrested amendmaents were in
agreement with the spirit of the policies

Your starter for tenl What do the letters UDF stand for? Ulster Democratle Party? Unlon
of Dissatisfed Pensioners? United Dairy Products?

Hands up all those who know it stands for Unitary Development Plan, Mmn, Now hends
up all those whe knew what a Unitary Developmont Plan is, Mmm. Not many,

Readers of WIRRAL MATTERS will, of course, know what the initials mean, Wirral's
UDF was mentioned in our first issue ln Spring 1%92 and at intervals since. But the public
at large seem to be unaware of it and of its imporiande yet that Litle scronym should be
as familiar as NHS or BB, Well, almost. Nevertholes, DS will play a major role in the
development of the local environmie nt - which means notj st the countryside and the coast
but the roads and streets, the housing, the buildings, the strect fumiture, the open spaces
and almost everyihing which bplnges on our lives which is unders the care and conirol of
the local authority,

The Sockety Committes has been taking a keen inlerest in the progress of Wirral
Council’s Unitary Developnent Plon and now that it has reached its second stage (rovised
in the lght of comments made on the original Plan) GEOFF LOBEAM, our acting Planning
Liaisan Officer, xplaing here what the UDF is all shoutand its imporance to all who live

within the bounds of the Wirral Metropolitan Borough,

concemod, TthEm.nnﬂ'molhrrhaml,
deaf ospecal pleadings whether ofacom-
mercial, parcchial or political pature,

Space does notallow for an appraisal of
every policy of the Plan n detail and the
subheadings used are not nccesanly thoce
wsedd in the Plan bt represent the salient
peints of those policies of greatest interest
Lo the Society,

General Development Policy

Theoverall policy is based on the Council’s
Loag stancding commitment Lo Urban Re-
generation aend i focused on Prierity Areas
camprising the designated Inner Urban
Ao ined thie Quter Conneil Estates, Within
thess Pr ;nﬁ::r Areasceriain argelarsay ufe
sdentified for immedinte atention toavoid
e plshkof rescirces beangspread teothindy,
Emphasis s pliced on the lact that the
popelation of the inror arcas is much les
mobale than that of the outlving chistricts
and that there isa need o encourge indus-
triul development where poblic transpart
prowided pood] necess.

In Bamef use terms this policy i imple-
mented by allocating 169.2 hecares (4675
acres} of currently wnused land for enploy-
ment purposes, The former Cammel Laird

yared feerma almost s third of that area and
the only land outskle the Birkenhead/
Bromborough conurbation lsai Moreton -
hetween Cadbury’s and Squibb's, a vingle
h cclareal 'ull:' TJ1T|1I1 ll!i‘l!«tr‘lill E,IJ«L-.IJ.L' |Lr|l!
the last 5.5 hectares of the Marth (heshire
Trading Esute at Prenton bounded by the
M5% and the Bidston-Wrexham railwiy.

Conromitant with that policy and come
plementary odt, was the preservation of the
rura] and residential areas of the Barmugh
in their present form with s tght control of
Both industrial knd howsing development
i those arehd, The Green Belt isdeclared
comn pletely sicrosanct,

The Green Belt
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The mostsiriking leatures of the Corialia-
i a5 the rock solid defence of the Green
Beltput up by the Borough Council, 1iwas
assaulted at cvery posable opportunty by
the developers and their agents whose live-
lihoad lics in building houses for profit, As

o geomdivmned overlozf




oo ot from page |

there ismore profit to be made from houses
bkt in non-urban and semi-urban areas
than within the existing urban fabric, e
developers were looking lor any chinks in
the Green Belt's armoaur; they found none
and their efforts went totally unrewarded,
Mo doubt the howsehuilding Frateenity will
return o the [ray in view of the limitesd
sope Prﬂrided for their operations and we
should remain vigilant, but we can mhe
fieart from the fact that making a planning
application — which iy the only way the
Council’s policies can be sericusly tested -
will costthe applicantalarge sum of money
for prepaning the plans and - wbmiting
them (you dan't get your fee back if the
application {s refiusedl) and they are une
Tikely rventere thatmoneyifthe chance of
wabitaln I.i.‘l:I'E COAEL IS very alimn,

The Green Bell boundaries were estab-
Tished in the Merseyside Structure Planand
the anly amendmen s adapted in the UDP
are o extend it byincluding the M53 corei-
dor, Bidston Hill and Bidston Village ans
by excluding & small area of housing at
Paulion Green Close which was developed
finllowing a Public Inguiry in 1985

Housing

An important Gector in the defenee of the
Geeen Baltis thatwould-be developers were
unable torcladm that the extra land that they
were seeking was needed to build houses to
meet the Government’s planning target.
Thistargee of 9500 by the year 2001 has
exercised the minds of members of the
Executive Commitiee of the Sodery for
some tme but it peeds 1o be examined in
deta] in onder to understand the true na-
ture of ils implications,

The cardinal aspectof the Government's
targetis that the period for U provesson of
these 9,508 dwellings began in April 1986
sy that by March 1998 5,540 had already
been completed. To guote the Plan: ™08
the residual requirement of 3,960 dwell-
ingy at April 1993, some 3,582 dwellings
(65.2%) sre éither o large stes cumently
urder comstruction, committed by valid
planning consentiaridentified on the Pro
posts Map, leaving 1,578 dwellings {34.8%)
ton be: prowiclédd From sovall sites, windfall
and comversions. As 908 (22.9%) of these
chwellingsare an small sites currently under
conAtruelonor arc commitmentwith valid
planning consents, only 470 (11.59%) have
Lo be fonene from asyet unidenified sources.
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The excess of small sites, windfalls and
conversion et gains will provide Nexibility
and maintain sipply &t the latter stages af’
the plan period.” That last seatence relfers
ter a table setting out the above ligures, but
the wpshot is that all the requirements for
land for new dwellings up o the year 2001
can be found in the exising urban areas,

Anctheraspect of housing development
policy of interest ta the Sociery s the Den-
sity and Design Cuidelines which coatrol
developmentin the more spadousresiden-
tial areas and addresses the Barough's de-
sire topreserve the character of those areas
whilst dealing with the proflem of houses
that ire too large for today's needs,

Urban Greenspace,
Playing Fields and Allotments
In addition to protecting the Green Bely,
the LY listn 214 arcas afopen spacewhich
aredesignated Urban Greenspace and pros
tted from developmenis a8 fgaroocly as
the Geeen Beltiself, These areas range
fram large spaces such as Birkenhead Park,
the Dales in Heewall, Caldy Flill and the
Chal Sports Centre, Bebingion, to quite
tiny arexs of prass in housing estates some-
times Hitle more than green verges on ci-
ther side of the road. The policy is that:
“Proposal for development on these sites

will oaly be permitied where:

{1} the proposal is for additional laolites
for visitors, sport o play which are
small in scale, do not prejudice the
landecape charicter or nature conser-
vationvalue of the site, or prejudice the
continued wie of the land for open air
recrealion; aof

(i1} adequate and appropristereplacement
provison will ke secured within the
immediate locality or as part of the
witler regeneraton of the area.”

Playing fields and allstments are pro-
tected im & similar manner with wording
that i apecific o their particular natares.

Mature Conservation

In addition tor the Green Belt and Urban
Greenspace contyols, mony sites zre desig:
nated as slies of National Importance for
Nature Conservation, Sites of Binlogical
Importance, Local Mature Reservesor Sites
of Local Importance for Fasth Science.,
Thus, although appropriste development
may be allowedd, against very sieicL oriteria,
in the Green Belt or Urban Greenspace,
such development might be prevented

under this policy, Three of the G sites
listed are in residentinl arex oF inan i
trialares; in thesedese lopment is nodrulied
ol but has o take into account a number
of criteria regarding preserving wildlife
habitats

Landscape and Areas of Special Land-
seape Valiae ar rﬂ]ui.r}ng l,.nnr];.calw Re-
newal are the subject of a further policy
secticn,

Conservation Areas

Al 20 Designated Conseration Area are
treated indiwdually with the justification
for each being given separately. The policy
includes control of demeliGon of buildings
witnin such Areas. { The Consuliation Dralt
evidenily proposed eight new Conserva
ot Ares bt the DaE ruled that therewas
4 specific procedure for designating them
and that to include them B the UDP was
incorrect, s they were withdraws ).

Transport

The transport policy is mainly directed at
impresing public trans porthut s resteicled
tothe prevision of, or saleguarding Land for
transport schenies such as the proposed
five new railway #ations in the Borough
and for road schemes in the Boraugh's
Transport Policies and Programme,

This sectioa includes the comment: "Ak
though impracticableand environmentaliv
undesirable to cater fully for the projected
increase in private rosd raflic, the impor-
tance of both the strategic and bocal high-
way networks to sconomic and urban re-
generation is recognised, The need re-
mains to identify & rolling programme of
new highway construction and improve
ments o exiting highwnys in order o aid
movement, increase road safety and en-
hance the environment. Such schemes are
brought forward through the Council’s
Transpart Policies and Programme. The
UDP canaid highwoy imprevement by aafe-
juarding the land required.”

The Sodcty’s Executive Commitiee de-
caded, on authoritative internal sdvice, thal
the UDP should anly include those road
achiemes, such as the Sa.ughn” Moo I]-r
pas, which had reached a detailed plan-
ningstage and that those schemes thatwere
moze of an apiration and had nor evdved
intes concrete propaosals, suchas the Heswall
Towmen Centre Reliel Scheme, together wilh
the minor road improvements, should nog
be included. Anobjection to this efTeet wa



formally entered by the Sociewy,

Waste Management
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The Merseyside Waste Regulation Author-
ity i responsible Tor making the Wase
Drsposal Plan and the Mereyside Waste
Thsposal Authority for carrying it oot The
plan was made in 1939 and upsdated in
19491, The Plan relles on Jandfill o absorb
the Borough's waste for the duration of the
UDF. Househobd waste whll be prosdded for
ut Bidston Moss until 1996 —when that site
celebrates it amond Jubilee = and at
Morth Bromborough Dockwhilstinerwiste
will po b the Wimpey site af Moreton and
South Bromioroagh Doeck. At the consul-
fation stage the MWIEA asked thal the LUp-
per Birkot Valley should not be excluded
from further consideration as a possible
tamdfill site, but they were lirmly relmTed,

What happens next?

[he Wirral Council is now cansidoring the
objections to Mie Plan thal it has receved
and will be formulating it responees. It
may carmll with the objeclors cither o
agree amendments whach would result in
the withdrawal of the objection or per
suade them that their objection has no
weighiand should be withdrawn. Theymay
also seek 1o combine similar objections so
a4 Lo save dme at the Inguiry.

The next sep is for an Inspector to be
appointed (o bold a Public Inquiry inta the
Man und the ehjections it Hewill report
his findings to the Couneil and these may
include recommended smesdificationa o the
Plan together with his reasons for disre-
garding other objections. The Borough
Council will then imuc a medified Mlan =
unless no modifications have been recom-
mended = which will be advertised for fur-
ther consultation. Objections at this sage
cartonly be to the modifications themae lves
or i.rll'll:rl: I'II.'I I:H:cn n Frm‘:n J.I'Id !i.w'lirll
cant change of circumstances. The Inqguiry
will not normally be reopened but any
objections would be dealt with by the Tn-
specior in consulmtion with the Council
and the obfjeciors. The Plan will then be
adopted by the Borough Counl,

It is understeod that it unlikely that an
Inruirywill be setup before the wecond half
of 19495 and the probability is thatthe Plan
will fmally be adopted wmetime in 1996
aned will then have five years to run. Peering
intey the mists beyorad 2001 is probably
unrewarding, the political complexion of
bath central and local government may

change leading o changee in baoth the
Strategic Guidance and the Bomugh Coun-
cil's policies, However It seems reasanable
o expect that there will not be any radical
departure from current policies and thas
the current UDP will form the bedrock of
such updated Plan as may be produced 1o
Fodbomw il

65th
ANNUAL
GENERAL
MEETING

Although the anendance ac the b5t
Annual Leneral Meeting held in the
Heatherlands Restaurant, Thurstaston, on
25 October was slightly down on Lt year it
was neverthelei a very auceessful cvenan
Between Torty ancd Glly memlbers, dpotises
and [riends enjoyed a splendid hot sapper
and @ most interesting illustrated @ik by
Mr, Charles Howson of the Hamilton (5
Companywho had journeyed specially from
London forour bemefit. Hewas assived by
Miss Sﬁllysmnml.nonalrnﬂun from Ham
sltany Oil's now Visitor Centre at Point of
Avr,

CHAIRMAN'S REPORT
funavoudably and regrettably abiridged — Ed )

Intreducing his report of the Society's ac-
tivities for the year 1994 the Chairman of
the Society Exceutive Committee, Keith
Duvidzen, spoke of the sad death of cur
senior vice-predident, W, Vietor Smith, of
Caldy oo June, "He had been activein the
canservation of Wirml and the preserva-
tion of its wildlife for over 3 years and
Ehonagh lic b greatly imissed we must icjolce
in the tremendous contribution which he
made toa subject dear toall our hearts -
this Wirral Peninsuta ™

WIRRAL MATTERS

Chir evews sncdium Wirral Matters is receiv
ing accinim from many sources and i ine-
Muence continues Lo spread. We are most
grateful o UML Limited, through their
Managing Parecuer, Mr. Robers Hureour,
ancl isstadll, for kingdly printing it=without
charge — as a comtribution to the Socety
and the people of Wirral. Special thanks
are due to Alan Brack for the editing of
Wirral Matters. He has also taken on the
task of Minute Secretary, The excellent
cartoots which are now adding humouor
amd reinforcement to the articles are the
waork of commitiee member, Jim Hunter,
towhom we express our gratitude,

The Executive Committee

This yoar has geen o fow changes in the
make-upol the committee, With regres we
received the resignation of Bryan Tweed,
our Planning Liaison Officer, due 1o family
commitments and our thanks are due i
him Jor e contribation he made w this
important tik. Fortznately, Geafl Loram
has kindly volunteered o step into the
breach as w temporary measure in addition
to representing the Sodety on the Dee
Estuary Conservation Graup.

Char Secretary has written to all our a(TiG-
ated district societies inviting them Lo age
poant representatives o the committee,
There bas been a tendency for representa-
v b bapae where a partzcular porson has
not been able o continue for persanal
FeasOs,

We continue tor be indebied wour Secre-
tary, ExicSanné, for all his hard work dus-
g the year. "l is diflicult for ws oo realise
at times™, the Chairman commented, "the
enormity of the work carried out by Enc.
Forexample.on hisretum fmm haliday he
found 62 lesters awaiting him and each
time Wirral Mattems is published amid sent
caut [t iwvoldves the packing and posting of
everd0il enveiopes. Inaddition, he person-
ally delivers rumbers in bulk to hath the
Wirral and Ellssmere Port & Neston Coun-
cils for distribution to their chiel officers
and all councillors,and o Birkenhead Cen-
tral Library for distribution toall bbraries.”

Our thanks are due o our Viee-Chair-
man, Rod Tann, who has continued o
represeni e Society on the Cheshire
Branch Committee of CPRE at their
maonthly meetings in Middiowich, When
he was unable to attend Eric Sanné kindly
deputisad.

Hill Bark

Weare pleased (o beable to report that ban
Jotmston, Wirsal Council's Directorof Prap-
erty Services, hay prepared 2 scheme
whereby Hill Bark can be converted fos use
as a bunness wathing centre with hotel
accommaodation and e hasabtained prom-
ises from five major Wirral firmns that they
world miake wee oF the premises for this
purpose.

The scheme has heen prepared for sub-
mission under Objective One for an EC
grantantd hopefully will be included in the
156 budget

We belicve this to be @ suitable use for the
house which is still costing the Goundl
some £27.000 a year for maintenance anl
securiy.

Natterjack toads

The Socicty was pleased to be able o help
2



Chveshire Wilkdlife Trust in their bid 1o re-
tuin and enlarge the colony of rare natter-
jeck oacds at Red Rocks, Hoylake, To date,
however, Lhis does not seem Lo have been
successluland whilsiwshing 1o be support-
ive- we could not bt think that Nature i
best left to sort iself oul = which it has a
surprising abifily 1o do

Upton Meadow

We regretted the decision of Wirral Coun-
cil toallow the development of o
MacDonald's Restavirant on the Sainsbury
site a1 Upton Meadow.  If the Lund was
surplus o Sainshurys requirements then it
should have been returned to the Meadow
or huvtlseaped and planted.

ASS52 Improvement Scheme

The ARSE Im peevernent Scheme hateaned
ke b ddebate and i is pol casy 1o Judge the
relative meris. [s it another attack on our
diminishing countryside by a Ministry of
Transport blindly dedicated to trunk road
citemsion?  Or 32 i a nocessily for the
eoonomie infrastrueture of the aren? Cer-
taindy s partol the former bt we susprect
ity more of (he latter,

Saughall Massie by-pass

Sumalarly, the Saughall Massic by-pass
.'|r|'|£-|1'|c' has iveboeed ua 'in i Err:.ﬁ. dra.l nl'
discussion, Despite the opposing views of
thereabdentvol Greasby and Moreton com-
pared with those of Overchurch we believe
that to change the nature of a road such as
Saughall Massie Road solely to eawe the
tralffic at Moreton Cross for o couple of
hours during peak wsage is completely
wiong. Osr Wirral countryside herizge is
very irynle and o change a road dlsomeans
paving e way for poteniial development,

In easing the Moreton Cross wraflie by
such Draconian methods the Councl is
alw preventing the natural remedieswhich
could oecur due o tralic frostmtion by
users wha may then remember that anly a
stone's theow away isa Wirral Line station
and perhaps theywould dobetter by taking
the train,

Waste disposal

Weare still concerned with the continuing
problem of rubbdsh dispol and indners-
tion, the latest on which, we are pleated to
see, was the refusil by Elleamere Port &
Neson Counell of the proposed medicl
incineratoraClaterbridge Hospitalwhers
it was intended alio do bum the woate of
other hospitals.

'

Schools programme

Lastly, but by no means least, [would like to
make another plea for help on the execu-
tive committee with our schools pro-
ETAMmE. Si.ir:l:f there must be a retired
teacheramongour membershipwhowould
b prepicred tohelpus?. Itwoild not be oo
NETHUS @ pol as we are mainky seeking his
or her experiise as io the bestway in which
this i portant subject can be tackled, Ifwe
seek a better Wirral then it will only be
assyred through our children, | would be
mast grateful i anyone interested wenld
kindly contact the Secretary (on 652 3119)
or mnysell (oo 635 5215).
G.K Dawidion
Chatrman

FINANCE

The Hon, Treasurer, Peter Bowler, pre-
sented the Income and Expenditure Ac-
count for the year ended 31 December
1993, He reported that there had been o
gratifiing 55 per cent increase in the ol
subscriptions, from £680 in the previous
year o £93538, The grossinvestmentincome
was marginally down but-overall e total
ineome showed a ahight gain on last year,
rising to £2,642 rom £2.528.
E.h.’:mditurr has risen from £1,550 in
199210 £1,802. Thiswaslargely due to our
contabution of £488 1o the Cheshire Wild-
life Trust in connection with the Natterack
Toads project at Bed Rocks, Hoylake, and
ongoing expenses entailed in the pulilica-
tion and distribution of Wirral Matters.
The excess of income over expenditure
for the year was £7540 as compared with
£978 in the previous year but, pverall, our
accumulnted funds had risen by £750.

OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE

Thse present Oflicers and members of the
Committee agreed to sand for & further
year and were re-elected, They are =
Chalrman: G.K_ Deavidsan, FRIBA; Viee-Chair-
man: R.G. Tann, DMA: Treasurer: P.W,
Bowler, FA; Secretary: EN. Sanné; Plan-
ning Linison Officer: Vacant; Press and
Publicity Officer;: A, HBrack, BEM;
Cammittee Members: CL. Bibiby, MA, Mse,
rsc; D NP Brin, Ba, Msc PRD; EST.
Esans, E T, FETPL FRas; COBL, Heatley,
To;). Hunter; P.L. Jones; B.G. Loram, Mint,
MWL

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION

It war ngreed that the annual subseription
should remain at £4.00.

GUEST SPEAKER

Following the business of the AGM owr
Guest Speaker wias Mr. Charles Howson of
the Hamilton Ofl Company whi, with the
awsisiance of Mis:.‘?nll]' Stevedison o the
company’s visitor centre at the Point of Ayr,
gavesi foscimating talk llustrated by slidesof
thie progress made so far in extracting g
and ail from beneath the sea-bed of Liver-

In 1989 Hamilion was awarded a licence
tovdrill and explore an arcaknown as flock
110/1% ol the coast of Clwpd follonced in
1991 by Block 110715 off Southport, Their
testddrillingsresulted in the discoveryaf the
Douglay oilfield and the Hamilton anid
Haumilton MNorth oilfields 15 miles off the
Paint of Ayr und the Lennox oil and gas
Ficld about § miles weit of Southport, Ttis
estimated that they contain approximately
one trillion cubic feet of gos and, in Doug-
tasand Lennosx, [50-200 million barsels of
ol

Douglas Complex

Oifshore the main structure will be the
Douglas Complex incorporuting a wel-
head, a produc ticn pliforn and apascom-
medation phitfoem for up to 60 crew at a
time. [t will process the resenves from
Liverpeal Bay, pipang the gasta the Point ol
Ay terminal via a 21 milelong undenea
pipeline and the oil through a 10 miledong
undersea pipe toan oflshore loading unit
{agigantic, specially-buili Noating oil innk)
anchored ata point 20 miles north of the
Welsh coastand 10 miles westof the Lanca-
shire coast oway from the uswal shipping
[anes,

The gas received at Poant of Ayr will be
sentthrougha 17 mile-ong pipeline, maink
underground, toanew PowerGen gavfired
power station under construction at
Connak's Cruay,

Point of Ayr

Ower the part year work has proceeded on
the building of the Point of Ayt terminal,
Mecessary approach roads have been buili,
bulldings are in the course of ercetion and
wome 1900 piped have been nswulled -
mainly below ground, Thebeach, the dunes
and the warren which had to be distugbed
during the work have all been reinstated
and are under renevation. Wading birds
have alreacky returned to the site. The firs
ga is expected to flow into the terminal in
December 1595,









