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UPTON MEADOW

It was good news to hear that the Secretary
of State for the Environment had - at long
last — approved the transfer of Upton
Meadow from Wirral Council to The Wood-
land Trust. It was disheartening to learn
that the Council would not agree to The
Woodland Trust's request for a 999 years'
lease before taking it over. The councillors
are only willing to enter into a 99 years'
lease.

An immediate reaction is to say: We'll all
be dead by then so what's the beef? Do the
councillors think oil or gold might be dis-
covered there one day and that their coun-
cillor-successorsmightstamp on their graves
in anger at not being able to exploitit? Or
do they visualise the UDP of 99 years hence
might have the area zoned for a rocketport
orahuman body parts manufacturing plant?

is it simply that they cannot trust The

land Trust to keep the area open for

the recreation and pleasure of the elector-
ate for all that time?

Or could it be (perish the thoughtl) that
the Council is hoping that The Woodland
Trust might say no to a 99 years' lease and
wash their hands of Upton Meadow. What
would happen to the land then? Itis notin
the Green belt. ..

Whilst it would seem that there is no
sensible, logical reason why 99 years is any
better than 999years (thougha'three nines'
lease anywhere is a rarity) councillors have
expressed the view that the area should not
be handed over for evermore lest future
generations should have other ideas about
it. And who is to say that The Woodland
Trust itself will still be around in 999 years'
time?

We think it is pertinent to point out that
both the Wirral Council and The Wood-
land Trust both exist for the benefit of the
public. There should be no conflict, no 'us'
and ‘'them’' situation, merely a sensible
appraisement of what is best for the resi-
dents of Upton and Greasby in particular
and the people of Wirral in general.

- saved or not?

It is likely that the population will con-
tinue to grow and as this open space is so
important to Wirral now it will be far, far
more important to future generations. To
that degree, 999 years is not so outrageous
arequest, no more so than handing it over
to The National Trustin perpetuity would
be.
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OurVice-Chairman, Rod Tann, gives
illustrated talks on the work of the
Wirral Society toall mannerof clubs,
societies and organisations.

Equipped with a reliable carousel
slide projector, he is willing to
accept more dates — for which he
earns our gralitude for so gener-
ously giving his time.

Any organisation which would like
a slide talk from Rod should

NO THROUGH ROAD

There was undoubtedly some wailing and
gnashing of teeth (in places like the DoT
and highway engineers'departments) when
the Government cried halt to scores of road
'improvement’ schemes. But to counter
the displays of grief there must equally have
been many hearts uplifted belonging to
people who would have been directly af-
fected; peoplewhose houses, farms or places
of business were threatened with extinc-
tion so that heavy lorries and commuters'
cars could travel more easily — and faster.

One cancelled scheme was the highly
contentious link road from the M53 junc-
tion at Hooton across the farms and fields
and through the gardens on South Wirral
to Ledsham. Itwould have involved no less
than seven farms, obliterating three of them
entirely.

The Wirral Society has been fighting the
insidious, creeping development of the
Wirral Peninsula for nigh on seventy years
and we unashamedly rejoice at this unex-
pected turn of events —even if it does upset
the Department of Transport's cherished
plans for a national trunk road network.

But while we do heave a collective sigh of
reliefit would be foolish to think thisis the
end of the matter. As sure as eggs are eggs,
the DoT will try again one day.

On the other hand dare we hope that this
is the beginning of a policy change linked
to the 'Urban Footprints' campaign which
urges thatgreaterstress be placed upon the
developmentof fast public transport by rail
between node points?
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If you really believe that
WIRRAL MATTERS
tell your friends about
THE WIRRAL SOCIETY













