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67TH
ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING

It is never easy choosing just the right date
for owr Annual General Meeting and when
adateis fixed and allarmangements macde it
is exceedingly eruel of the gods 10 choose
thiat saume righe wo vent thelr spleéen on the
earth hebow sath snow, sleet, biting cold
winds and subsequent leg-breaking shish,
Notunexpectedly, the Secretany's telephone
was glowing red with apology after apology
for absence and the aniendance wis s lease
Iiuved,  Nevertheless, those brave souls
whe delicd the clements and stithered and
skidded to Heatherlands in Thurstaston
wene rewarded with another Guscinsting
slideshow (no pun inended) from the
extremely knowledgeable oy Hockey. Her
aukqect this tme was the old music halls of
Birkentiead and Wallasey and the starswha
appeared thers, How she hasamassed such
awonderful collecion of stides is her Bile
RECTEL,

We are most grateful o Joy - once again
- for such an enternainiig cvening.

Whilst the slide-show was the highlight of
the evening we must not forget that the
purpose of the meeting was to hear the
Chairman's Report on the Socicty's work
over the past year, check on the financial
situation and electim Executive Commitiee
rl'lj' :"Ii" Eﬂ"ll.il'lg h’-'fl.l'f‘ l“l”:lﬂ['.l!

CHAIRPMAN'S REPORT

(U rirnod aaddy irbwiadged ~ B )

The Chairman, Keith Davidson, said that
whilst the year has been busy theee had
beetino mapor crissof planningimporance
to worry the Executlive Commitice.
Neverthebess, vigil of the enviconmend, like
the CEONOIY, had w0 be continusus,
Complacency s the friend of poor
developmentundla NIMBY squation arises
when thereisnostruciured opposition and
PEAnEC aetsin.

“Alltoo often,” the Chairman continued,
“wie have seen localised apposition groups
spring wp in Wirmal to uy and prevent a

development which could threaten their
status que, only o see them disappear into
the woodworkwhen the panicisaver doapite
our pleas w join us after we have isued
aldvice and help to dem.”

These transitory groups receive damatc
coveTage in ihe press whilst the Wirral
Sociery and CPRE may well have heen
pursting a partioalar matter for some dme
with our effors often unsung. Formmately,
now that we have a Press and Publicity
Officer this s changing.

Uptan Maadaw

Dharing uhe year che fisnare of Upton Meadow
hiss been secured after lengihy negotations
herween Wirral Coumeil and The Weodland
Trustandweawait thecallfrom The Friends
of Upton Meadow to redeem our pledge of
£1.000 towards the purchasing fund,

Crur oppositben o the developiment of
Upton Meadow goes back at least fifteen
years to the time when the Councid were
trying o market the sive for a sdence park,
We are delighted that the Meadow is now
secure for the next ninetenine yean.

Haddon Weood

We have long been concerned about the
future of Haddon Weod al Ness which is
Wirral'slargest piece ef woodland and were
prepared o lead & campaign with The
Wondland Trust o save it from being
exploited as a site for war games and ather
cammiereial acuvities.  After much
correspondence with the Trus i seems
that opposition o various plansing
applications and wise decisions made by
the Planning Depanmentof Ellesmere Port
de Neston Couneil has made the wood safe.
We shall coninme to keep i watching brief.

EP & N Local Plan

Last year saw the Exccutive Commitiee
greathy invokved in the intricacies of Wirral
Council’s Unitary Development Plan, This
vear it was the wm of Ellesmere Fort &
Meston Council's Diaft Local Plan.

We acknowledge the hard work of the
Planning Departmentin prepartng this plan
bt wg are disappainted o note that urban

rrErm-mHnn WAL not S‘i‘i‘rﬂ thie Frinﬁq,-
treatment we hoped for. We have reponed
our thoughss to the Council and stressed
thatthe Councl should mke a more poitive
role in keading and guiding the wrban
renewal process,

We urged them to drop the proposal to
site manyol the 3,000 housesdemanded by
the Government on unallocated land in
the Ledsham area. We hiave also pointed
cut that the trpes of houses 1o be built in
semi-rural areas showld not be left wo
developers who are guaded solely by the
profit-umive dod diat mcursions o the
green anes ol the Borough should only be
a ks resortafier allurban regeneration has
been completed.

Other Matters

* We were pleased 1o make contact with
The Friends of Bidston Moss whe are
concerned with the reclumation of the now-
closed Badsion Tipas an open greenspace
for publicuse and made a donation of £100
towards their expenses.

¢ We also made contace with The Friends
of Flaybrick whose aim is to preserve and
improve the hisarie Flinbrck Cemeteryin
kceping with its new name of Flaybrick
Memaorial Garclens.

The gardens contain some of the oldes
and rareat trees in Wirmal and the Scdety
wits pleased todonate E100 towards the cost
of labelling the best of them.

* l"ulJcrh'ing the sad deatly of Mrs, Jean
Colling of West Karby swho was, for many
yean, the Commites’s Minute Secresary
the sum of £50 was donated 1 CPRE, a
charity which her hushand, Clive, said was
especially dear 1o her heart.

* The Execuive Commitice was sormy to
lse the services of Bryan Heatley following
Iuis move from Burton to Ludlow and has
been plessed 10 welcome new members,
Mrs, Joy Heckey and Terry Edgar
representing the Wallasey Civic Societyand
Mirs, Lilian Power as the representative of
the Eleanor Road Residents Committer.

* Committee member Nick Lauro eamed
our admimagen for standing up o the
barrage From Winal Council's barrister at
the Saughall Massie Road Scheme Inguiry

corfenided overdeaf




™ i
ﬂd mh are due 1o Joy Hockeyand Terry
Edgar for supporting him at the meeting.
*  Wirral Matters has been described as
‘required reading forall who dre interested
in the Wirral environment” and we are
grateful vo Alan Brack for editing it and
steertrg it through the printers. He ha
also taken over the dutics of Minute
Secretary.
*  Omce again we mist express out deep
gratitude o UML Limited {formerly
Unilever Mersevsade Limited) foar
conliniging Lo sponsor Wirral Matters,
Unfortunately, they will not be able o
continue with their support heyond the
end of 1997 and we shall have o seek
another sponsor.
* We are most grateful 1 Geofl Loram for
continuing w fill the imporan post of
Planning Liaison Officer untl we find a
volunteer. He isalso our representative on
the Dee Estuary Conservation Group.
* Eric Sanné, our hardworking Secretary,
andd Peter Bowler, our equally diligent
Treasurer, continue 1o eam cur gratitude
anel thanks go w oll the other members of
the Executve Committee for their wise
contributions wour monthly mectngs,

r

ANNUAL
SUBSCRIPTIONS
DUE

Unless paid by Standing Oreler or
through CPRE, all annual
subteriptions became due for
renewal on 1a January,

Cheques or postal orders for

Il £5.00 should be made pavable w
The Wirral Society and sent

Poter Berwler, FCA
Huon, Treasurer
The Wirral Socicty
</ o Blease, Loyd & Co.
56 Homileon Street
Birkenhead LAL 55H&

Jointmembersof bath The Wirral
Society and CPRE (annual
subscription £17.50} shauld make
their chegues out to CPRE andd
senied them direat 1o
CPRE
Membership Department

+5 Buckingham Paloce Road
Lundon SWI1W 01T

(Those members who jomed the
Societyin the lwer part of the year
will mot e expected o renew their
subscriprions until Is1 [anuary next

year.)

WATERCOURSES
OF WIRRAL

In 1993, as pare of the Mersey Bavin

Campaign, a number of River Valley

Inittatives (RIV's) were established with the

object of cleaningup and prowcting e

stnall rivers, screams and brooks within their

field of endeavour. In 1995, following a

survey and plan of actien by a group from

Liverpool Univenity River Valley Action

2005 (RiVa 2005) came into being to

concentrate on the watercourses of Wirral.

RiVa 2005 is a working partnenhip
between the public and private sectors,
voluntary organisations and community
groups with the following objectives:

1. To improve swareness and appreciation
of Wirral's rivers and streams,

2. To improve the quality in all Wirral's
watercourses to allow them to support
fish life.

3, To improve access to Wirml's sreams by
providing new footpaths and bridleways.

4. To encovrage local communities fo
participate in the protection and
improvement of streams in their area.

5, To improve thevalue of Wirral's sireams
for mature conservation.

6. To enhance the waterside of Wirral's
atrequns,

Generally, all the water on Wirral runs
north and east. All the rivers seart in the
countryside or inagricuuml bind andthen
peass through nature reserves, villages, towns
and, fn'some cases, industrial areas before
reaching the Merey Exduary. Many are
polluted; athers overgrown.

The Birket rises near West Kirby and
fMows 1o Birkenhead: itis joined at Bidston
bythe River Fennder whick ows from Pensby
alongside the M53. The Dibbin begins in
Cheshire and runs norh where itjoans with
streams and brooks from Brimstage and
Thornton. It then turns east into
Bromborough fromwhere it flows through
Fort Sunlight into the Mersey.

RaWa 2005 {they hoped to have achieved
their objectives by 2005) i based at lvy
Farm, Arrowe Counitry Park where Joln
Vassde-Fomba or Clare O'Sullhan will be

-pleased o amswer questions, give funher

information or advice and receive offers of
help, (Telephone 677 2459, fax 604 (081),

{With admorsledgemeniy fo fi¥e 2005 Repors,
the gronep's mewsietier),

TRAMS IN
HAMILTON SQUARE ?

Time for some horse-sense

The following letter has been sent to
Counditor john Cocker, Chakmna of the
Wirral Council Planning Committes:

Drear Counclllor Cocker,

PROPOSED TRAMS IN HAMILTON SQUARE

1 write 1o you with reference to the proposal,

made by the Hamilton Quarter, which, we

understand, has recently been published, for

Hamilion Square to be equipped with eiectic

tramecars. We winh (o oppose ks siggestion fo

the folkowing rexsomns

1. The tramawill have tobe powered by cverh ead
electric lines which will greatly deter from
the architectusal lmpact of the Square. It
ook us @ consklerable time to rerseye e
very ugly sandards, wires, brackets and the
whole paraphermalia amnd it wustld certalnly
be 3 retrograde siep if they were 1o be
retramated,

2. The expense of converting the Hong Rong-
bulle rams to epable them to comphy with
current. regulations iy repartedly E250,000
per tram. Whether such expenditure canbe
et by Lotery funds or not, [ suggest that
there are n great many projects whicl woald
e mare sensitive lconservation sipan which
this money conld be spenl

2. 11 the Hamilion Qiuarier wish t bring more
nosalginand therebare, more insirism tothe
Square, | suggest that the era of the
develupment of the Square would be mare
correctlyserved by the intraduction of home-
tramms, These eoubd aperaie only during the
s er mon s when Loorism i at ks height
and could become amajor attraction, slmilar
o thoe which operate in New York. The
Georglan architecture of the Square would
be broughs 1o lifc by the cenewed secne and
the qudte magnificent Town Hall would ne
be partially obscured by wires. Cychiss and
miotancyellss would not becoms cughtup
i the tram lines (I am sure that we all
remember this hazard) and the noisy ractle
of rama as they negotate the four curves
wreand the Sguare would be avoided, Jeemsy
be: that we all forgetthe noise of trama when
negoiiating cornersand the sereecheswhich
srcompanied this manoente., Howpleasant
itwould be, in comparison, tohear the gentle
“lipclop’ of the former fincred, s they were
known in France. We applaud the work of
e Hamiltan Cruarter but we do focl that
iy abilid peconsider this avowed goal.

Yours ancerely,
Erith Davidson
Chalrman

Thie Wirral Society
avil alie Wietad Diserict Commitiee of CPRE




THE
WOODCHURCH
CONTROVERSY

It is filty vears next year since the first
residents moved into the Woodchurch
Estare. The innovative design of the
houses and the layout of the roads was
notwhatis usnally associated with council
estatesand architectsand housing experts
came from all over Britain to sce and
aedmire i, In 19530 the scheme was
recognised as one of the best designed in
the north-west and won a Minisay of
Health Diploma.

Yet, the design of Woodchurch had
been a topic of Aerce debate and
argument ai council mectings in
Birkenhead Town Hall

Executve Committes member Lilian
Potter has been looking back at the
Woodchureh story as part of her FhD

thiessis,

Lood

The building of the Woodchurch Estate
began in 1946 and althaugh the fifieth
anniversary of the official opening will
nothbe undl 19949, the first residents moved
into their new homes in 1947,

The 1,04ieh house to be completed was
handed over as part of the celebrations o
mark the Coronation in 1953 at which
time the local press dismissed the
controversy surrounding the planning
with a mere half dozen lines contrasting
sharplywith many pageswhen the debate
wasat its height. Indeed the hosilitiesin
Europe in 1944 were somedmesrelegated
1o second place by local newspapers 2
the debate acquired national im portance
anl was seen by some as @ best case for
postwar rehousing plans.

The lamd invabyved was purchased from
Sir Fymest Roydenas long ago as 1926 for
£60,000 and Thomas H, Mawion and
Sons of Lancaster were instructed o
produce alayout. Thiswas approved but
development was hindered by local
difficulties which were then ovenaken by
the ﬂcprc-ssi:m and the War. By 1944,
wartime legistation prevented actual
house building but site preparition and
road constriction were permitted, The
majority Gonservative Party on the
Birkenhead Council supported a
convention:al siyle af yvout dreawn up by

the then Borough Engineer, Mr. Bertic
Robinson, on Garden Suburb lnes. The
minority Labour party, however,
supported an alternative lyout produced
by Professor Charles Reilly based onso-
called communal living invelving the
grouping of houses around a series of
village grecna.

A former Head of Liverpool University
School of Architecture, Reilly had been
appeinied a Manning Consultantin 1944
attheage of seventy, 1o producean outline
plan for Birkenhead, Even though the
honsing layout for Woodchurch was not
within his brief ke went ahead and his
idealistic experiment was hailed by
supporcrsarevelutionaryanda panacea
for sockal ills,

The ensuing argument with its sociad
and pelitical implicotions received a
degree of exposure unusual for the
Borough with eoverage in national
newspapers as well as an andcle in Feture
Fust. Thevote toapprove alayout, perhaps
inevitably, followed party lines, resulting
intheadopton ol the Borough Enginees’s
schieme though a campaign by Reilly and
hix facton o reverse the decision was
continued for seme ume.

Herbert |, Rowse (later Sir Herbert),
who had been responsible for many and
varied projects on Mereeyside including
India® Buildings, the Liverpoal
Philbarmonic Hall, the Tunnel Entrances
and Heswall Golf Club, was
recommended by the RIBA to design the
houses within the Borough Engincer's
approved plan, But Rense went further
and produced a ayoutwhich superseded
Robinsonsscheme and the early phases

of Woodehurch were built accordingly.

Rewae'sskills are evident ina planwhich
utilised existing contours and
incorporated Holy Cross church as the
tub of three radial roads The “rural’
style houses completed 10 his
specifications, characterised by steep
pltched reals, are arranged in tercices of
differing numbers reininiscent of those
at Port Sunlight. The services are
concealed so that the well proportinned
lings are unminterrupted and external
finishes are varied as is the building hne
giving gardens of differing sires and
shapes,

Rowse, however, withdrew his semices
in 1952 and it is thoughe that this was
hecanse he was not prepared to alter his
plan to incorporate flas and maisoneies
as then required by the Borough
Subsequent planning and design was
undertaken by Council employees and it
is notceahle that the early phases af the
eatate have withstood the tear of time
swomewhat better than those completed
later Writing some ten years ago, a local
historian pointed out the transition
between what s known o be Rowse's
work and that of kiter phiases but, sadly,
Rowse was not even identified.

The ad hoe ‘improvernents’ made to
Rowse's houses more recently by owner-
accuplers are acsthetically unappeating
but they serve (o deaw atention o the
quality of those that remain wnaltered

An awareness of the imporance of the
original cxterior designs should be
fostered 0 engender i greater respect
forwhatalready exissrather than sacrifice
it to 50 called modermiaon.,

Pl Eddae firma

Minch admired: the Woerdchureh Ecoly




The wark of
WIRRAL WILDLIFE

Until his rerement last year, Peter
Saunders of Hovake was, for many yean
the Laily Post s1aff man in Wirmal and there
is scarcely 4 wyuare yard of the area with
which he s noy familiar. As 2 keen walker
he has long been a member of the century-
old Wirral Footpaths and Open Spaces
Presemvation Secleryand with a lvelyinterest
in the flor and fauna of the peninsula heis
an enthustastic member of Wirral Wild(ife,
the local group of the Chehire Wildlife
Trust, He is their Publicity Officer and
Fditor of their newsletter, Here he tells s
something about the Trust's rranyactivities.
s

Could oners ceme back 1o Wirral? Wirral
Wikdlife, local group ofthe Cheshire Wildlife
Trusg, hasadream thatone day these elusive
and playtul creatures will return to the
peninsula’s streams aid vers,

Jobn Magee, manager of e trsst's six
mature reserves in Wirral, is weeking help
from fellow valunteers in cleaning up local
weaterwiys and restoring habitas in o bid to
make them more ateractive ta these rarcly
scen aninmds,

Ourers have never been numerous in
Britain, but the population declined rapidly
wher the 1930, mainly due to increased
use of pesticides, water pollution, the
contamination of fish - and human
disturbance, Mr. Magee said: "Tunderstand
the list reported sighting of an otter in
MNorh Wirral was at Bidston Moss in the
early 1960y, buttheyare now o e increase
ggain throughout the country and a dead
vter was found in Mollingten early this
veir. Theyare definitely to be found on the
hanks of the River Dee — 1o they are not far
ey

The county trust is developing an atter
recovery programme sand has created o
demonstragion ases at s Hockenhull Plaus
reserve toshow what can be done 1o improve
Iabitats. Azanother ‘secret’ sice, a Congleton
firm, Hays Chemicals Distribudon Limited,
has sponsored the consoruction of the first
twio artificial “pipe and chamber’ otier belis
in Cheshire,

In another new initative, Mr. Magee's
groupol Wirral Wildlife Valunteers ia taking
over the management for nawre of an
amandoned orchard adjacent 1o Eastham
Woaods Country Park, The land formed
part of the Carlewt Park College site bt has
been leased (o Eastham Lodge Golf Clubto
allow for an extension (o the course.

There has been wholesale destruction of
archards in England in recent decades, so
the group ix delighted e have the
oppoTunily to look after this habiae. Mr.
Magee commented: "Iv i overgrown with
scrub and some of the apple trees are dead
but the majerity are nill producing .

Ol prchards are valuable for their own

ke, as an attraction for bees in the spring

da place for birds 1o Feed in the antumn,

Lhope to obtain o cider press and hotd an
Apple Dayeelebration nest aurumn.” Wirral
Wildlife 15 one of ning local s of the
Cheshire Wildlife Trust, whic insetfis pant
of a nationzl nework of eounty trusts, all
working o conscrve English native flom
and fauna-and W provide avoice for those
who cannotspeak tor themselves, Ithasa
hard-werking committee under the
chairmanship of Mr. Frank Cottrell, with
Mr. Jim Gilmour as secretary, which
organiies an annual programme of Held
trips, indoor meetings and talks, anclrises
funds for the trust. It also provides
opportunites for voluniary woodland
managememnt work in its nature reserves.

Wirral Wildlife as played a leading role
in the recent establishment of New Ferry
Buzterfly Park on the site of aderelict rabway
goods vard, 1t & available 13 an open-air
classroom for organised visits by schools.
More than neentyspecies of butterflies and
over two hundred species of moths have
been recorded inthe park so far, 1950 was
the first full summer of the park and fine
weather ensured large numbers of
batterilies, especially Painted Ladies and
Commen Blues.

Frerther information on Cheskive Wikdlife Trug
membershipy and aetivific can be odfained fron
the trauss beadquerrters, Grebe Hie e, Reaseheath,
Nantwich, Chethire CWS 8DA, telebhons
270008101 50,

PUTTING WIRRAL
ON THE MAP
Memberswill be interested inanew pictorial
and historical map of Wirral which was
published just before Christmas. The
cartographer {8 Geérard Swarbrick of
Searisbrick near Ormskirk who has been
drawing maps for many years. This is his
first excursion 'over the water' but he is no
stranger to Wirrnl. Two of his great aunts
were the celebrated Misses Smith who ran
the Boathouse Cafe in Parkgatwe berween

thewars,

Themag has been tenyears in the miking
and is the result of 2,000 boursof painsizking
work, Itrecalls Wirral's bistory, its ancient
families and landewners, its milways ane i
changing populations, Nothing has been
included which has net been fully
authenticated with the possible exception
of the site of the great Anglo-Saxon Baule
of Brunenburgh. Where it actually wok
place has long been a matter of dispitte but
having read no les than ten books on the
subject Gerard Swarbick is in no doubt that
the bate wasTought where Bromborough
notw stands,

Extrvaganily illiminated and wittily
embellished in the manner of Uie missals
and gospels of the medieval monks, a fll-
siee (A1) print (29" % 83%) is now available
inn i Bimiced edidon 1 the privil e af
£4850, Fumurirdurmau]::r:ﬁr:ﬁpmﬁ-umrd
Swarbrick, Damwood House, Hall Road,
Searisbrick, Ormakirk L40 900,

Printed by Chalon Press Lieitsd

TOADS IN A HOLE

The story s far ..,
llﬁl‘l frerdhd that the colony of

Natterjack Toads 2z Red Rocks, Hoylake,
has been close o emtincdon for sevenal
vears past due, it is said, 1 the mysterious
abnence of males of the species. Inan effon
o keep the colony in being Cheshire
‘Wikdlifee decided that two new 'scrapes wers
needed in which Nanterack and Natrerjill
could cultivate a serious relatonship, Two
vearsago The Wirral Socievorganised (and
paidioc) the servicesafabulldozer to make
the scrapes. They duly filled with water but
of tadpoles there were mone, But someone
wware they heard 2 croak one day and one
or two femaleswere actuallyseen and where
there’s croak there's hope.

Cheshire Wildlife decided 1o seck expen

uidance from the herpetologiats of
Englilll Mature,

Mo read e, .

The ultimate decision by the experts was
tha Fromrspunw shiould beranslocated {their
word) from the thrving colonyat Ainsdale.
Then came thedrought and the frogspawn.
o was bow; oo Jow b0 allow for dny o be
removed 10 Hovlake, But one day in June
thisyear, quite unexpectediy, {reponsJacki

, Cheshire Wikdiife's Reserves QOfficer
and the toads’ Mother Teresa) atelephone
call came to say thar ne time should be
wasted in dashing to Ainsdale 1o collect a
portion of spawes.  Jacki and & colleague
mmmediately downed tools and sped off
and (zrmed with the necessarylicence from
Englich Nature) collected the spawn and
made straight for Red Rocks. Alas, when
they arrived there, the water in the scrapes
had all bt disappeared. Tt was decided
that, as an cenergency, the spawn should be
taken into care and reared in capaivity in
the shape of a pond in n elonging
tea st member of Cheshire Wildlife near
their headquarters at Reaseheath,

Bus, of course, the mdpales und the
resulting toadlets did not all grow at the
same pace and it required nume rous round
Lrips of ninety-six miles 2 time taking them
in small numbers to Hoviake,

‘he scrapes have been fenced off o
protect them and, said Jacki. the operatian
hasanracted 3 lotofatendon from sirollers
om the shoge, many of whom have smopped
to ask questions and all have been most
suppartve for what they were inying to do,

Sﬁ'll::; ke Natterjacks (Buforafamits) ke
ayear and females take two tothree vearsio
grwtu ALY L3 10 $hortterm project.

rer the mext four years water levels in the
serapees will be carchilly monitored and, all
beingwell, in five years time the susiimertime
air above Red Rocks should resound w2
great cacophomnows chorus of (raaks from
contented toads,

WIRRAL MATTERS
ir sponsored by UML Limited s
part of their Wirral Community
Jrrogramme,




