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67TH
ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING

It is never easy choosing just the right date
for owr Annual General Meeting and when
adateis fixed and allarmangements macde it
is exceedingly eruel of the gods 10 choose
thiat saume righe wo vent thelr spleéen on the
earth hebow sath snow, sleet, biting cold
winds and subsequent leg-breaking shish,
Notunexpectedly, the Secretany's telephone
was glowing red with apology after apology
for absence and the aniendance wis s lease
Iiuved,  Nevertheless, those brave souls
whe delicd the clements and stithered and
skidded to Heatherlands in Thurstaston
wene rewarded with another Guscinsting
slideshow (no pun inended) from the
extremely knowledgeable oy Hockey. Her
aukqect this tme was the old music halls of
Birkentiead and Wallasey and the starswha
appeared thers, How she hasamassed such
awonderful collecion of stides is her Bile
RECTEL,

We are most grateful o Joy - once again
- for such an enternainiig cvening.

Whilst the slide-show was the highlight of
the evening we must not forget that the
purpose of the meeting was to hear the
Chairman's Report on the Socicty's work
over the past year, check on the financial
situation and electim Executive Commitiee
rl'lj' :"Ii" Eﬂ"ll.il'lg h’-'fl.l'f‘ l“l”:lﬂ['.l!

CHAIRPMAN'S REPORT

(U rirnod aaddy irbwiadged ~ B )

The Chairman, Keith Davidson, said that
whilst the year has been busy theee had
beetino mapor crissof planningimporance
to worry the Executlive Commitice.
Neverthebess, vigil of the enviconmend, like
the CEONOIY, had w0 be continusus,
Complacency s the friend of poor
developmentundla NIMBY squation arises
when thereisnostruciured opposition and
PEAnEC aetsin.

“Alltoo often,” the Chairman continued,
“wie have seen localised apposition groups
spring wp in Wirmal to uy and prevent a

development which could threaten their
status que, only o see them disappear into
the woodworkwhen the panicisaver doapite
our pleas w join us after we have isued
aldvice and help to dem.”

These transitory groups receive damatc
coveTage in ihe press whilst the Wirral
Sociery and CPRE may well have heen
pursting a partioalar matter for some dme
with our effors often unsung. Formmately,
now that we have a Press and Publicity
Officer this s changing.

Uptan Maadaw

Dharing uhe year che fisnare of Upton Meadow
hiss been secured after lengihy negotations
herween Wirral Coumeil and The Weodland
Trustandweawait thecallfrom The Friends
of Upton Meadow to redeem our pledge of
£1.000 towards the purchasing fund,

Crur oppositben o the developiment of
Upton Meadow goes back at least fifteen
years to the time when the Councid were
trying o market the sive for a sdence park,
We are delighted that the Meadow is now
secure for the next ninetenine yean.

Haddon Weood

We have long been concerned about the
future of Haddon Weod al Ness which is
Wirral'slargest piece ef woodland and were
prepared o lead & campaign with The
Wondland Trust o save it from being
exploited as a site for war games and ather
cammiereial acuvities.  After much
correspondence with the Trus i seems
that opposition o various plansing
applications and wise decisions made by
the Planning Depanmentof Ellesmere Port
de Neston Couneil has made the wood safe.
We shall coninme to keep i watching brief.

EP & N Local Plan

Last year saw the Exccutive Commitiee
greathy invokved in the intricacies of Wirral
Council’s Unitary Development Plan, This
vear it was the wm of Ellesmere Fort &
Meston Council's Diaft Local Plan.

We acknowledge the hard work of the
Planning Departmentin prepartng this plan
bt wg are disappainted o note that urban

rrErm-mHnn WAL not S‘i‘i‘rﬂ thie Frinﬁq,-
treatment we hoped for. We have reponed
our thoughss to the Council and stressed
thatthe Councl should mke a more poitive
role in keading and guiding the wrban
renewal process,

We urged them to drop the proposal to
site manyol the 3,000 housesdemanded by
the Government on unallocated land in
the Ledsham area. We hiave also pointed
cut that the trpes of houses 1o be built in
semi-rural areas showld not be left wo
developers who are guaded solely by the
profit-umive dod diat mcursions o the
green anes ol the Borough should only be
a ks resortafier allurban regeneration has
been completed.

Other Matters

* We were pleased 1o make contact with
The Friends of Bidston Moss whe are
concerned with the reclumation of the now-
closed Badsion Tipas an open greenspace
for publicuse and made a donation of £100
towards their expenses.

¢ We also made contace with The Friends
of Flaybrick whose aim is to preserve and
improve the hisarie Flinbrck Cemeteryin
kceping with its new name of Flaybrick
Memaorial Garclens.

The gardens contain some of the oldes
and rareat trees in Wirmal and the Scdety
wits pleased todonate E100 towards the cost
of labelling the best of them.

* l"ulJcrh'ing the sad deatly of Mrs, Jean
Colling of West Karby swho was, for many
yean, the Commites’s Minute Secresary
the sum of £50 was donated 1 CPRE, a
charity which her hushand, Clive, said was
especially dear 1o her heart.

* The Execuive Commitice was sormy to
lse the services of Bryan Heatley following
Iuis move from Burton to Ludlow and has
been plessed 10 welcome new members,
Mrs, Joy Heckey and Terry Edgar
representing the Wallasey Civic Societyand
Mirs, Lilian Power as the representative of
the Eleanor Road Residents Committer.

* Committee member Nick Lauro eamed
our admimagen for standing up o the
barrage From Winal Council's barrister at
the Saughall Massie Road Scheme Inguiry
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