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68th
ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING

ver the pastfewyears the Executive
Committee hasbeen disappointed
with the attendancesat the Annual
General Meetings which, on average, have
been less than ten per cent of the total
membership. So, this year, in an effort to
boost the attendance much thought was
given to the date, place and form of the
meeting, Inrecent years it has been rather
late in the year and we have fallen foul of
the winter weather. Last year it was a
particularly awful night. Sowe brought the
date forward butnottoo far forward because
we knew some members would still be away
enjoying an autumn break. Ultimately, we
decided that the third week in October
should be about right, just before folk
battened down the hatches for the winter.
We also earnestly discussed whichwould be
the best day of the week and plumped fora
Tuesday. Then we turned our attention to
uestion of the venue. A few enquiries
Utemative places made us soon realise
that we could not improve on the
Heatherlands Court where we have
gathered for the last few years.

Having settled the where and the when
wemoved on tothe question of refreshment.
We had heard comments that a self-service
buffet with a mixture of hotand cold dishes
was not to everyone's taste. So what could
be done to improve it? The answer, we
decided, wasto make itagood old-fashioned
hot-pot supper complete with red cabbage
and the Secretary duly made the
arrangements.

All that was left was to find a good speaker
for the traditional post-prandial diversion.
And that we did. We knew that Malcolm
Ingham's talk about his Wirral Wildlife
Rehabilitation Unit would not disappoint.

And what happened? The attendance
was no better than the last year, or the year
before or for several years before that. Can
anyone suggest why?

For all that, it was one of the most
successful AGM's we've had lately. The

weather was reasonable, the room was nice
and warm and with the tables laid out with
lace tablecloths it was most inviting. The
splendid waitress service was an added
pleasure and the hot-pot was excellent.
The business part of the meeting went
smoothly (see following report) and
Malcolm Ingham provided a riveting talk
with copious slide illustrations on the
wonderful work he has been doing in
providing an Accident & Emergency service
for wildlife casualties.
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CHAIRMAN'S REPORT
(Unavoidably abridged — Ed.)

The Chairman, Keith Davidson, thanked
the Executive Committee for their services
over the year and smoothly managed to
work in a mention of each one by name as
he went along. (We must not forget the
Chairman; he, too, deserves a pat on the
back — Ed.). In particular, the Chairman
spoke of the splendid service of Peter Jones
of Heswall who tendered his resignation
after serving for the past seventeen years.
"Peter has been awonderful member of the
Committee, pithy when it was needed with
ST.'I'DI'.IE Commorn sense. %Eﬂ we were all
inclined to become bogged down in detail,
Peter would throw a mental bucket of cold
water over the arguments and bring us back
to the important matters. We shall miss his
presence but we rejoice in the memory of
his excellent service to the Society."

The Chairman also welcomed to the
Committee Mrs. Audrey Platt of Gayton
who has volunteered to assume the new
position of Membership Secretary.

Leas School site, West Kirby

The future of the former Leas School site
on Meols Drive, West Kirby, has been cause
for concern. Planning approval for the
erection of a threestorey nursing home
within the 'foetprint’ of the school site has
not been acted upon and the site has
remained vacant. Now in the hands of a
bank as Receivers of the former owner, a
new planning application has been lodged
for the building of an estate of nineteen

houses. This plan has been approved by
Wirral Council.

We have opposed this (and reiterated our
opposition to the Department of the
Environment). In the meantime our
Secretary, Eric Sanné, has evolved a plan
which was put to the governors of West
Kirby Grammar School for Girls.

The presentschool playing field is severely
restricted and he has suggested that if the
main partof the Leas Schoolsite were made
available for the school's use, the small site
they have at present could be freed for infill
housing or staff car-parking. The Royal
Liverpool Golf Club, whose course adjoins
the Leas site, would be happy to support
this proposal, even to the extent of buying
the land and allowing the school to use it.
They would also be prepared to carry out
basic ground maintenance.

St. Thomas's Church, Parkgate

Thischurch in The Square off the Paradeat
Parkgate is under threat. Builtin 1843 the
churchisa Listed Building but now disused
and there have been moves to have it
demolished. We have pointed outto E.P. &
Neston planning department and to the
church authorities that a more sensible
solution would be to retain the church and
sell it for house-conversion provided it is
sensitively carried out.

'Caldecott’, Caldy

‘We have opposed a proposed extension to
this large house and its conversion into
separate dwellings. The proposed extension
would nearly double the house area. We
acknowledge the fact thathouses of this size
are generally unsuitable for modern use
and have proposed to Wirral Council that
planning consentberestricted to conversion
of the house as it stands.

Hillbark House, Frankby

A further planning application has been
made for the building of an extension to
allow for forty new bedrooms. Phase 1 (of
its conversion into a hotel) permitted the
conversion of the public rooms and Phase
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