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THE A.G.M.

THE GLASSES WERE CHARGED with sparking wine gnd the
Sociaty Chalrman, Kedh Davidson, rose and said: "The Wirral
Socety i now 70 years of age, having booen stated by Miss
Jeon Royden in 1528, | ask you to rise and toast the heahlh of
The Wirral Society and tha mamory of Miss Joan Rayden,”

This wos the unwsual stard to the Annual General Mesting hald
at the Heatherands Coun Restaurant on 19th October lzsti
The Society has been so linved with the famous name of
Patrick  Abarcrgmbie, the Thairman conlinwed, that the part
played by Joan Roydan in  starting the Society end
becoming its first Secrefary has tended to ba overshadowed,

The eary Committes members inchuded such ilusirioes namaes
as the cotton-broker Sir Alfred Paton { whose generosity is
remembared in Paton Field, the sportsground in Talegraph
Raad @t Caldy), Sr Percy Bates, a dweclor of the Cunard
Sleamship Company and William Fergusson-Irvine, a prominent
Iocal kestorian of the day. And 1 was sald on one otcasion that
when 8 Commiles meating of Tha Wiral Sociaty was caled
tha businass of Liverpool almost cama to & hailt |

QOur Presidents

The Sociely’s first Presiden!l was the second Viecoun)
Leverhulme and his son, the third Viscount, is our Presidant
today so that the Leverhulme connection has spanned ol thass
1hnee $Core yaars and ten

“We ase honoured and indesd fortunate,” continued Kedth
Drawidson, ‘in thal when Lord Leverhulme reduced his many
commiments & fow years ago tha Presidency of The Wiral
Society was one office he wished to redain®

As it was in the beginning

The Chairman explained how The Winal Peninsela had
changed over many thowsants of years until i reached is
prasent shepe in madiaeval timas,  Right wp to the 18th cantury
Wirral changed ittie and even the baginning of tha 18th cantury
onty Meston had grown io be anything like 8 town and that only
beasted & population of 1,466

It was ihe arrival of siearmn-propelled ferries which changed
averything. In 1815 when the "Elzabath,’ first sleamship ever
to enter the Mersey, the population of Birkenhead was littla
mare than 100, By 1860 it had risen to 35000 and by
1515 to 104,000

It was this mushraem geowth which was responaible for the
start of The Wiral Sockety. Many thinking pecpls became
axtremely worred sbout the haphazard and wneantrofed
devalopmant which was teking place, the crude and oblrusive
advertising signa which were being orocled and the ribbon

Ever since the Executive Commaties hive tned to conbinue the
princioles which laid down, albedl, thel the contrals which the
Sockoty sought then have  brought their problems.in tha form of
lown planners.,

The present day

This brings us lo tha present day &nd 10 the rathed stupid
situation where, in the case of the Local Inquiry info the Leas
Schoal site (which was ably deall with on bahati of the Society
by Geoff Laram) beth HM Inspector and the Wirral Planning
Department agreed that the ansthema-thought of building
houses on Green Balt kand would be a better solution than the
develapment of 8 nursing homa which the plannars had granted

As you wil know from Wirral Matters the Society’s point of view
& thet housing must be refused on thas land in the hope that,
ewanitually, common- sanso will prevad and, i the leng term,
thi aite wil be used for & new West Kiroy Gramemar School for
Giris. Thetand this would release in Graham Road could then
ba dévalopad for housing

New Vice-President

In the Choirman's Feporl ot the last AGM I reported the
rasignation of Pater Jones from the Executive Committes, | am
naw plansed to announce that Pater subsequenily accepted our
Fvitation te become B Vice-President in recognition of his
diligeent work on the Committees over many years,

Education Officer

The early pan of 1998 sew Gibert Fandaion join the Exacutve
Committes as our Education Officer. \We have asked him to
organise cur sponsorship of prizes and a compabition within
the peninsula’s schools and he has stared thia with
onthusiasm although regratiatly he has sncountersd same

apathy,
MP's visit

In January 1998 we wers pleased to meat Stephen Hesford MP
for Werral West who hed asked o meel tha Committes lo
discuss mattors. of snvironmental interast in Wirral, Sinca than
wo have enjoyed a great deal of fruithsl conlact with him
eluding wide-ranging correspondence on tha subjecis of
nodal transport, planning problems, signege and wrban

mganeration
Bus shelters

We are currently concernad aboutl the new Merseyiraval bus
shallers which with thalr brght vellow calour offend whan
placed adiacent lolisied buldings and in Conservation Armas,

development

Ot ‘hmﬂuj



from reciinds e
Thesa sheflers are oulside normal planning contrals but with
the help of Mr Hesford we have gained the aar of Mersaytravel
and we arg Irying to sel up a mesting with the Conservation
Cfficers of the two councils i the hope of dng an accoplable
solslion

Eidston Lighthouse

We have held a mesbng with Birkenhead History Society and
| am plezsed to be able 1o report thatl our two socheties are
1o form en action sub-committee with the aim of refurbishing
the histoncal Bidsten Lighlhouse,

Rock Ferry Marine Lake

Wa contnue o monitor the propesed marine lake at Rock Ferry
and steer @ sensidle course between the habetat needs of the
whder-birde and the nesds of tha peopia.

Membership Secretary

This yes has ssen M Audney Platt kindly ke on e mobs of
Mambarship Secratary with quite dramatic results. The lists are
up Lo date and next yea we hops to see the mtroduction of
Membarship Cards

Victor Smith Memorial Lecture

Dr Lilian Potter s kindy sranging the inaugural Victor Smith
Mamorial Lectura which will ba held on Tuesday 13th January
1000 at Wakssey Golf Club, comtinncd dbove

The Summer Meeting had to be sbandoned this year as we seem o
have exhausted 8ll possible venues but wa hope membars will make
evary affort io afend this lciure which, i successful. we hope wil
Iead 1o at least two beciures a year

Wirral Matters

Thanks are due to Alan Brack for the ever- increasing quakty of Wimal
Matiers, for his work a8 Minutes Secretary and the additional work
which he faced as a result of the end of our sponsasship by LML We
now hopa to produce tha newsletter by providing camera- ready copy
- house' for 8 local printer. Alan ® alse working on Corporate
Business Membership through which we hope some of the leading
Wirral business houses will join gur ranks.

Many Thanks

Thanke ara algo due o our Secretary, Eric Sann'e, our Treasure:,
Peter Bowler, our Vice- Chairman, Rod Tann, and all the other
membors of the Exncutive Committes for al thair hard work;

C.P.RE.

Qi links wilh CPRE London conbiwe 1o grow, Earber in the year thay
sought our optnlons on the problems of urban regensration, The
recentty produced report on Regional Planning Polcy is  roaly
axcollent and | would Ike to remind members that, whera possible, we
wouid ask themlo take out mambershp of CPRE. Iis hardig
visualise \he kmited progress we might make ware CPRE not in baing

G K, Davidson  Cheirman.

Second
VICTOR SMITH MEMORIAL LECTURE

Mr Grant Luscombe, Chief Executive of LANDLIFE,

will give an illustrated talk on the work of the

NATIONAL WILDFLOWER CENTRE

WEDNESDAY 28 APRIL 1999 at 7- 30pm
at Wallasey Golf Club
Bayswater Hoad Wallasey

Lendife 3 & regatared charity, founded m 1975, and suppated by funds from the Natignal Lotlery | denatians from private trusts and
toundalions, large fumns-and grants from Englsh Parinership and the European Regional Deveiopmant Fund, ts magor project hes been
the establishment of a Mational Wikiflowsr Centre on 37 acres of Court Hey, a mansnon in the Bewning Park ares of Liverpesl, The firat
phase which cost £3 7 milion was officizlly opened 5! April and patrans for this venture nclude the Duke of Wesiminster and the Ear of

Derby

T work cone a1 Coer Hey has poen described &s 'quite remarkable and o repd ye-openas,’ There is ro doubt that this talk, which wil
be diustrated by shdes, will be weli worth heating and we are expecting & keen demand for tickeis. First come, frs! served!

We hope ta ba able o arange a coach irip te Court Hey for a guided teur of the Wildflowsr Cenire a5 our Summer Meeting.  Dwiails ater

To oblain tehats please complete the siip belswlor othar papar and send to the Programme Secretary.

A Stamped Addressed Ervelope waould be appreclated.
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Ta: DOr. Lilian Potter
Programme Secretary
‘Bernina’ 120 Eleanor Road,
Bidston Wirral

L43 TQS

Please send me
for the Victor Smith Lecture on the 28 April 1999
SAE enclosed

tickets




When is a plan not a plan 7

The  Soclety has suppodted & poatest by the Chastar Branch of
CPRE against an outine planning application by Peel Hokings
[ownars of the TratiordCenlre and the Manchester Ship Canal)
for &n industrial develkpment on a site at Inca Marches which has
been designated as an 5551 (Sie of Spacial Scentdic Interest]

Cnester Branch sought our support since Ince Marshes i on the
fnnge of the Wirral area.

The nub of the cbection is that Peel Holdings have nof indicated
wnat precisely they have in mind for the site other than ds
industial development’ In hs submission to the Head of
Planning Sarvices, Ebesmers Port & MNeston Couwncil, Geolf
Loram has pointed auwl thal whils! this application falls 1o ba
decided undor tho existing Local Plan and the Cheshine County
Brruchure Flan copnisance miust alsn be taken of the polices
envisaged for the Cheshire County Replacement Structure Plan
which is al an advanced slags

Tha latter leys down that any preposed develepment in this area
murat be one of ratonal significance and shown to e too arge 1o
ba secommodaied on anoxisting vacant s within the Stanlow
complex. In thel raspect. the applicant would need to fumnish &
dotalled plant description and fayout to demonstrate thal it
[whatever '’ may be) could not be bull on 8 48 which s vacant.

The application was supported by & voluminous Environmental
Asgessment whizh, i 0w Dpinsn, s notking mone than o dense
smokescrean designed to obscure fhe issue. In facl, furnishing
an assassment of the develogment’s impact on the envirenment
withaout spacifying what that davelopmant might ba (s, in Geafl
Laram's memorabie words "sn Y Mana s |H|..|rdn'|r.‘

W's tithar & uningm ora
winddymacaltis'

Rubble Rouser

A member has drawn  our afantion to the ilegal tippang of fubble
end rubbish on Theleas School site n Meols Crive, West Kirby.

‘| think the work done thers recently on the enfrance and the
he wries, whan a bulldozer ecraped o b of tepssil
eway and ihe driver pul up a bd of red plastic "fencing” so the
planning oppbcation would nel lopse hos only sarved fo draw

“feundations”

attention to the derelict natwe of the lend. The pile of sand and
tepaad inside the tatly fense™ makes i look Bke a tp so others ore
slarting i tip there.

“Bul what can you axpect, Tie goas on, ‘whan you atlually wilnass
ong of the respectable burghers of Meols Drive tipping his own
gardan rubblsh over his wall on to the footpath which nina scross

I goff Cowrse from Stanley Road to Mecls Drive | |,
{Eralfers shout FORE! wihen o drive goer astray, Did thix
muiscreant hove the grace te shout 'NIHEY' W 2 - Ed)

Dr. Lilian Potter

We are debghted to report that Likan Pottar who represents the
Elganor Ropd Reskdonts’ Commitles on the Socity's Execulive
Commitiee has been awarded her PhD dagres af the University of

Liverpaal.
Fensund e

The oegres was bestowed on ner by Lord Owen, GhanceSer of the
University, at the Degree Day coremcny i tha Phiharmenic Hall

Lilian joined the commitee two years ego and her unbounding
anthusiasm and aver- wilng help-parbiculany in orgaressing tihe Victer
Smith Lectures- |4 greally apprecialed. We effer her our haary
congratulabons  We are also pleased (o say thal Lillan has assemed
tha job of Programme Secretary wilth responsibility for crgarising fulture
talks and the Summer Meeting,

Major Toad Ahead

Members will recall that fve years ago we funded the excavabon of
two ‘scrapas’ on the shore af Red Rocks. Hoyloke, 1o help Chashie
Widlife in their aMfors 1o resuscitale the declinmng colony of very rame
Natterjack Toads. The scrapes wera mada to provide breeding aress
bt disappointed and bW vears ago it was decided after
a lot of heart-searching by the experts, to intreduce fadpoias from 1ha
fiourishing colony in Amsdale Mature Reserve. The tadpoles were
collacted (such is thedr imporante) by 1he Natterjack Tead Project
Officer for the Herpetological Conservaton Trust) and kep a3 Chashia
\Widdiile Headauariars umbl they ko2 grown inte ting tosdlots. Tha
toadiets were  brought 18 Heylake in several successive baiches
and now a delighted Jacki Hulsg, Choshire WidHe Roserves Officor
repors; 'The success rete lmthe bestwe've had sofar. Hundreds of
toadiets have been seen emefging from the scfapes and makeng for
the sand dunes’

Sand dunes are ihe loads’ natural hebital. Males of the species lake a
year and the females two 10 thvee years (0 grow (o maturily so donl go
in Red Rocks just yet and axpect to sea scores of Natteracks hopping

aroUnd. They burrow into the sand but when thoy do emarge they can

be distinguished from the Common Toad by a thin yeliow Ene down

thia canire of their backs. And, of coursae, Oy thes croak, 11is said that
i the breeding season they can be head a mile away

Corporate Business Membership

As one weyof marking tha Sociely's Tith Brhday the Executve
Commitiee has decided to open our ranks to Wirrals business
communidy by inviting them 3 teke eut Corporxle Busness
Mombarship.

Many Wirral firms have already demonsireted a  keen interest m
prodecting the smvirenmend in which thay oparate and i @ fell tha e
support would be invaluable and. frarm Bma 10 fims, thet povice could
ba moe! heldpful  We are plessed to report that this mawve has the
fuppart of our President, Viscount Leverhuime, and latters addressed
o wodected firms beaar his signatune and that of gur Chasman, Kaith
Davidson,.

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS
DUE

Unless paid by Standing Order or through CPRE, all annual
subscriptions becama dus for renswal on 18t January. Cheguos
ar poalal ordars for £5.00 ahauld e mads payebia to The Wiral

Soclety mnd sant 1o- .
The Membershig Secretary

Mrs Awdrey Piatt
21 Lalchford Road
Gaylon Wirral
LEBO RN

Joint mombers of both The Wirral Soclety and CPRE {annual
subscription E17.50) shauld make (heir ehoquis out (& CPRE

and sond them direct 1ot
CPRE
Membarship Deparimant
25 Buckingham Palace Road
Landaon SWWAW OPP

{ Those members who joined the Soclety in the [atter
pan of the yaar will not be expacied 1o renes thakr
subscriptions untl 181 January next year.)




Hoylake's Flat- Foot Plans

Firat it waa horrendously re-named Flat Foot Sam's than it
became the lotally rdiculous Drange Grove, MNow comes
tha final insult A dewveloper has applied 1o be allowed to
demalish the venereble Stanley Holel in King's Gap,
Haylake, and build a block of fists on the site. A huge block
of flats. A buliding four storeys high (with a pitched roof)
for accommadatng S0 flats with car- parking

The plan alms to maximise the site 1o the full and clearly no
mgard has boen pad to any impact it might have an
neighbouning aroperties o on the Hovlake town scene. It
ia plan wrought by commargial ambition, Architecturally,
the design 1= poor. It s without interest and lacks the
modelling whizh exists on the old hotel

The applzant might point to the former Hoylake Town Hall
and claim that the bfock of flats as proposed would be in
keggng with that building But the Town Hall was a gross
planning arrer and gquite contrary o the character of
Haytaka, The erroer must not be ropeated,

The Society has made its cbjections known 1o the planning
authority

Wo do ngt disputa  thal o dovelopmont of flats would bo
appropriate for this site if the hatel must be torm down but
the proposed atandard of dealgn, its four- story haight and
averall size make it undesirable.

We trust that this applicaton will be refused -  if only lo
enabie the davelopes Bid Lhe erchitects (o discuss wilh the
Council Flanning department what would be acceptables,

On tha otnar hand, one sslution which would suraly mest
with no opposition would be o conver the existing hotal
bulldng into flaks and apatments - provided they don't call
il ‘Sam’s Foot Flats'

(4= we golo press we leam [hal the planning applisation
s bowen eferred back fa the developer for moonsideration
of the height of the proposed buwiding. - Ed.)

STOP PRESS

Revised plans havae bean recaved which, to our digmay, n

00 Wway mesl our obpechon thal the proposed building s

totally cut of scale with the surmounding property and far toa
daminant for the sie al this gateway 1o Hoylake

Fram an examination of the revised drawings no reduction
inslze i3 proposed and the resuliant elevatons appsar o
have incressed rather then reduced the impact with @ new
sanse of monumentality being introduced. This is even
more disturbing and wa have conveyed our objections and
detaiked misgwings lo the Borough Planning Deparment,

A Lake for Rock Ferry

Tha piopasal by the Laifdside Regeneration Team of Wirral
Gouncil for the buiding of a Marina and a Marine Lake on
the ahare of the Mersey at Rock Farry met with soma

oppostiion when it was first made public, After an axhibition
of the plans and consultatioms with local residents it was
decided 1o abandon the idea of a Marina but to press on
with he plans for a Marine Lake running alongside The

E.5EI[-DI‘IME. rempmusd ahee

The idea of a lake atone, however, also brought protests and
the Save our Shore Campaign ralsed a petition bearng 500
names against the scheme. Bul an oppesing petition in
favour bore 3,000 names and a third petition in support was
signed by around 65 par cant of the residents of the adjacant
Rock Park,

There wore also voicea reised in protest by bird lovars who
claimed ithe wading- birds would be deprived of feading
ground,

The Sociely suppors the scheme. This inloresting parnt of
Wirral has long been overdue for refurbishment and
regeneration and o Marne lake would bring some mech
meeded colour and life back lo The Esplanade in tha sama
way the Marine Lake al Wesl Kirby adds 1o the scene on the
cther side of tha peninsula. As for the birds, will the
astablishment of the lake maly reduce thair food source to
any great exten? C rod with the size of the Mersey
Estuary the aren taken for 1he loke would be relatively small
so won't the birds simply relocate furthar upstream?

The scheme i impressive. It invalves the demalition of the
misting tanker claaning jotty and the clearance of the derefict
il recovery installations. The reclaimed site will become a
car-park for the lake

The lake tsall will occupy a length of foreshorg which, a1 low
tide, in an uniovely stretch of mud and rubbish, It has bean
planned to abow for, in acdition to sailing and windsurfing
facilitios, a compatition rowing course of national standacd
and a two-storey  water sporis centre which will provide
facilties for sailing ard rowing instruction, boat hine, toitats
and a small cafe Local residents who keep boats at river
moarings will have the banefit of thair own sligway.

The laks will be 1,200 matraa in length (abaut threa quarters

of a mile) with a width of 210 metres at its maximum and 125
metres at is narrowest. |t will be bigger than VWest Kirby's

Marine Lake.

The famous but now sadly dilapidated Rock Ferry Esplanade
whichwas built in the midde of the 15th century for the
pleasure of the wall-heeled residents of tha viltas in Rock

Park will be reconstructed and mcreased in widih, There will
be landscaped areas and seats provided for those who want
e 811 and walch the passing scens.

Allinall, this seoms o be a highly loudable solution 1o a
tricky problem. VWe |look fonvard to the day when Riock Femy
can boast its own ‘Riviera

If you really believe that

WIRRAL MATTERS
tell your friends about

THE WIRRAL SOCIETY




