WIRRAL
MATTERS

JOURNAL OF THE WIRRAL SOCIETY

The Wirral Committee of C.P.R.E.

Printed for the people of Wirral by UML Limited

WINTER / SPRING 1924

ROAD
REPORT

It is astanishing just hew many repaorts,
reviews, conlidential memos, mimites and
even seerel papess reasch the public domain
by wav of being leaked to the medi. One
can only inder that the Civil Service s not
the bastiom ofintegrity iLased o be and that
satnie oflicials are quite willing, For mon-
ewary gart, spite, revenge or political res
wony, o broak the OfMficial Scorets Axt 1o
which all Civil Seevants of whatever grade,
in puat or retived, are bound,

Un the othier hand, it s hard nol o
suspedt thatoflicial docurments are notcare-
[ully leaked for one reason oranother with
the sanction or, al least, konowledge of the
particular mindster, I that is so, it's 2 rum
way do pupt a-country and beyond compre-
henston of we simple voters,

M thils Teads wp to 3 recent communica:
tior from CPRE head oflice which eopried a
Brepartmont of The Enviroament cireular
on the current stafe of the various road
schemes considered to be "potentially con-
troversial’ - 243 ol them, no less. The ceport
was acigmally "leaked 1o The Oberver and
other newspapess last NovembBer

Irscems that the DOE regionzl aflicers
have been busy reviewing the national roors
programme in arder o prioritise (sic) what
is weee us the mowl ergest schemes and
annouite those considered to be cnviron
maentally the moat controversial, Thiswis
done, itappears, in the expectation of pos-
sible culs in the Tnuﬂ-builrli.rlg pregTam TS
in the last Budpet,

The tabulared report [neludes & coluemn
Beaded Strategic Implications including
Planning and another hewded Degree of
Controversy,

Phe vnly ttem which concerns Wirral 14,
of coarse, the projected link road from the

ME3 totheALLT and the improvement’ of
tie ASS0 bemween Two Mills sndd Deeside
Park. The latter stage, as we have reporied,
was e subfect of 2 public Inquiry a8 the
endd of last vear.

What the repart mys about the 'Slimtcge
Trglications” of this scheme i intecesting.
‘Adigmment could result (o development
pressure in the Greéen Belt,” Asfor ‘Degree
af Controversy’ it is viewed as being of no
more than “Medium: Loead eoneern’.

These conclusions seem toam ply that the
DOE fand, presumably; the DOTY con-
sider their plans will have a relatively casy
ride through the pullic anquery sliges.

The propeneed road s park ola grand plan
that has been progressing insicdiously over
the years and is enthusiastically supported
by ihe Welsh (fFee.  Matoris-members
miy well have noticed that varipus by-pass
schemes between Mersevside and West
Wales (like the Mold by-pass opened last
year} have boroe during their coneiructon
huge notice-boards proudly proclaiming
thuit the new rodl s prartol the Departmenst

of Tranaport’s Birkenhead-Dollgeliou trunk
:r-::ul.li|1|p|:uunr.|||:nl_u.'|:l:lu.|:..|'\.1ul l|!L|:}'J||iH:I|I:
well have added undemeath ... which ne-
one 1s going o stopl

ROUND THE BEND !

The rolling Engluh drunkard made (he
rolling Frglish road, said Chesterton. And
highway engincees, by virtue of thejr train-
ing, arcdedicated tostraightening them all
onl,

A ease inopoint i the proposed Saughall
Massie by-puds schemne and the mprose-
ment' of both Saughall Massie Road {whidh
runs from Saughall Missie to Black Hone
FIAE, West Rirbw) aned Heron Road (which
links Greasbyand Meols). Atone point the
twir pocics crs.

Both roads are wrluous and ponc-oo-
wile hui they are typical Wirral couniny
lanes and we would like o see them stay
that way, No doubt the loeal authory's
engineers: hove carefully counted 1he

errrtiratared evaerlag .

By the yoer 2005 the DoT roads frogra mme war comlele .,

o Jusf ax the ol ram ot



oo fram pririnns fuip

nuinibeer of vehicles which use them anid we
are prepared to accept that twice & day, al
i'n-.al tmes, I.'hcf could be classed as .LHJ.I:'I.}'
sy’ b comrmuters make their way: to and
from West H:iﬂ:r:,l o the Upr.nullh.m.l:ﬁnn ol
the M55 for the Wallaey Tunnel or to
Mareton. And, poasibly, thewehide count
un both roads towch & pointon the highway
{II.FFinEE!‘I' Standard Grodoated Traflic
Capacity Tables (or sume such yardstick)
whitels suys they muat be 'impeoved’.

Ihait we maintain that the tortuosity and
narrowness af bath roads conunbutes 1o
their sifety in that motworisty are [srced 1o
keep their speed down and drivewith extra
are wnd eourtesy, (Itwould, incidentally,
be interesting to know what the zccident
rate ison both roadls),

I the resadds are wickened and the bends
irmightened out this will only encoumge
driverstogn faster. They may well opa few
minutesoff their jpurm ey time butstraighter,
wider roadswill inevitablyattract even more
traffic and the roads will have 10 be 'im-
prowed’ agaim.

The pianning application made in fane-
ary was, [or some technical reason, with-
drawn almodt immediately. Butitwill be re-
srhemitied and when that happenswe shall
be lndging a formal ohjecdon. [noa nut-
thell, we think the 'improvement’ scheme is
Il by unnecessary,

THIRD DEE CROSSING

Not guite within our orbil but of serious
soncert to residenls i South Wirral are
the proposed developmentson the far sde
ol the Drec Estuary in the Qucenslerry arca,
not least the so-catled Third Dee Crossing.

The Burten Resident' Association report
that construction of the newbridge linking
Peeside Industrial Park sren to o Fn'm.l on
e Welsh aide opposite Burton Poing is
scheduled wo began shartdy, The develop-
meni has been sanctoned even though
planning permision has not been granted
Joor mew acoess to the bridge on the Welsh
sicle, Plans fora ning road from Flint w
connectwith the bridge have been refused
.I'uIJl.mu'ngu PuH:icinq_ui.r}r. 15'-|:|,,.:1.L Prﬂan‘
says Ron Colclough, Burton Assoctations’s
Hon, Secretary, 'we have the comstruction
af a new bridge without agreement as o
biew and where 1t will foin the Welsh road
systenr, s this a bridge too Grf’

The dust-carriageway bridge will be sup-
peried Ly a 1060 metres-high single A-frame
towier—2 dedgn approved bythe Royal Fine
Arts Commision who see it as 'a striking
gateway mio Morth Wales'.

The bridge will provide 4 by-pass for
Craeensferry, Shatton and Connah's Csy
atel aceess on the Welsh side should -
rventially = be in the region of Shoton
Pager Company. Planning officers say the

s

roule has been choden o avoid protected

nature sics,

THE POWER-STATIONS

‘The Natienal Fower power-station being
eonstructed on this side of the Dee iswell
under way and permission has been given
for iw site to be increased.

Wark has now started on the construc-
tion of PowerGen's powerstation on the
Welsh side af the esuary approsamately
opposite Burton, This is the powerstation
being built o be fuelled by Hamilton Bros®
gas which will come ashore at the Point of
Ayr. The gas pipeline linking the power-
statson wath e gas ool terminal wikl now
be routed along the estuary shoreline in-
stead of inland,

An additional 4008V electric overhead
tramasm bsslon [ine across the River Dee ko
link the new Mational Power powerstation
with the d::l;Lrh:'ll.}' sulstation ot Codmali’s
Duay,  Burton Residents' Assockatlon are
demanding that this line shoubd be srder-
ground —even whereit croases the fiver —aa
it overhedd rowte is in prosinaity (o e sew
briddge.

Tive Wirral Socicty has always been sehe-
mently opposed o overhead powerdines
and pylom from o visual point of view and
we have a histeny of seccess with this, But
having seen the very disturbang BBC docu-
mentary film recentlylinking child-cancers
with electromagnetic ficbds we feel it i all
the more imperative that these lines must
all be routed underground. The extra
expenditure which this entails is nought
campared with the e and health of one
child.

PLANNED EROSION

Despite our efforts and those of local con-
servation societies. Wirrals environment
contnues to be eroded and o essental
characier changed. Planning officers may
arpue dat this i not e case but wherever
i house is built on virgin land, or @ Jane i
widencd, a road stralghtened, a rounda-
bout made, & footpath or a traflic
Lightinstallod, & e bit of Wirral dic,

It could be wrgued that i's afl our awn
Faultand inevitable. We clect the r.!.lu.ndl,
the coundl sets up a planning depariment
and emplays planning olfcers and high-
way engineers who have (o carn their corn.
They eanned sit at their deska and drawing-
boards doing nothing; their job is to plan.
Widening roads, ironlng-out bends, devis-
ing new traffic layouts is what they have
been trained to do and what they doubtless
enjoy doing sowe shoold not criticise them,
All'we can dois to try and damp down their
zeal whenwe thinkitisbecoming exceuive,
‘Improved” roads never ¢nhance the wcen-
ery and so-called landscaping fs a poor
wuhatitute for centuriesold grasy banks
and hedgerows. Al

UPTON MEADOW
SAVED

What must rank as one of the mest dgnifi-
rznt [durn in recent Wirral palitics canie
with the splendid Mew Year news thar Upoog
Meadow funs heen aavedd,

We congratulate the Friends of Upton
Meadow on the great success of their can-
puign to save thie imporiant greern
"lung’ between Upton and Greasby.

The Wirral Society has been pressing fo:
many years = since before the building of
the Champion Sparking Flugs factory = for
thisland to be kept open, Whilst Lhe Shrust
af the Society's campaign has been more
specifically ammed at the inclusion of the
arca in the Green Belt (which we presume
will new be done) the underlying theme
has also been to keep itas a green space
between the two urban areas,

The ironic feature about the Council’s
chiznge of heart is the way it came about. [t
will be recalled that the Coendil, stappesd
for caih as ever, wanted teael] all 30 acres
for development as a scienee park - very
much the indhing among plannersat the
time, When nothing came of that exercis
they sought o sell it for other purposes
Along came Satnabury's, sfxaoas to match
the Tesco development at Bidston, and, in
the face of fierce opposition the Council
sold them 14 of the 50 acres. Tt was the
proposal thul the remiining land shoaid be
sold for housingdevefopment which cused
an outcry and brought into exlsence te
Friends of Lipion Meadow,

The amaing volle-face o the partof dee
Coundl came when the Enviraament Min-
ister wrelered the land 1o be sold for devel-
opmernt in order to raise capial, This Big
Brother threat brought about arare display
of unanimity among the three political par-
tles on Wirral Lelsure Senices Commitice
and their combined opposition led the
DHIE to withdmow it dermand.

Mow, backed by the Woodland Trust, the
site will be leased o the Friends of L'Pl:un
Meadow fior a minimum of 200 years,

Tiis undersiood that the Meadow, which
has now been listed as a site of biological
importance, will be tidied up, feotpathi
made, and propesly maintiined,

The Friends were formed osan opposi-
thon campaigning bocky; whethsr ey ever
thought for ene moment they would be
involved for the next 200 years @5 2 moal
point] Bt jolly pocd fuck 10 them,

SUBS DUE |

Members are reminded that subscrp-
tions for 1994 became due an 1 January.

| ChequevPostal Orders should be made

| payabletothe Wiral Soclety and sent to
the Hon Treaswurer, Peter Bowder, cio
Biease Lieyd & Co, 55 Harndlton Street,
Birkenhead L41 SHE,




THE BURNING ISSUE

Despite the rejection by the Council of it planning application for the building of an
incinerator for clinjeal waste on a site at Clatterbridge, the Wirml Hespital Trust has
premed ahead with an appéal agunst e deciskon,

The scheme has met with fierce opposition, particularly from the Wimal Environment
Protection Group (WEPG).

Tomake the incinerator an economically werthwhile investment, the Trustwould hope
to Import! waste from other hoapitala and this is an aspeet which erites of the schemie find
tofally unacceptable.

Last year the Executive Commities spenia Iu.! time runlil]-l.-rin;g both sides of the
argument, We heard a detiled secount of the way medem incineration deals with waste
from waste consultant and commitee member Geofll Loram and we listened to an equally
detmiled case (or the opposition voiced by Dr. Vivyan Howard of the WEPG. Baoth
argunsents were reported in WTREAL MATTERS,

Ultimately, the Executive Commitiee came down in favour of incineration, The only
viable altemative offered — recyuling = was, it was considered, still in i infancy in this
country, When complete, or nearly eomplete, reeyeling is technically feasible then it
would, of course, have our ungqualified support. Butl untl that Utepian day arrives,
burning the wasle= is, we feel, e only way ahead.

We were thereflore very interested to see that the Royal Commission on Environmental
Paollution feels the same way, This comment on it findiags by Jonathon Porritt appearcd
in the Sunday Trlngrapk, We are moit grateful 1o Mr, Pacrdit for allowing us to reproduce

It may no longer be a bad thing

to go for the burn
= JONATHON PORRITT =

T0 BURN or ot (o bum: that s the question
precocopying wusle cxperts throlghout Eu-
rope, Ihe incineration of domestic waste has
lomgr been o Favoured aption in Denmark,
Franer andd Hollamd, but herein the UE ithas
mever played more thana minsr role in waste-
iEsposl policies,

Moat people remaim cxbemely norous
abemtincineration, What gocs up misd come
dovwan, and gaven the industny’s commitment
to sedrecy how can anvone bo sure what @
going up or coming down? Emironmental
argamsationg ferton implacably opposed to
mcineration and the Environment Depart-
menid diesn 't really kinow where itstands. All
thiis conlrd be about o change, thanks w the
seeent reporl by the Boval Commission on
Envirenmental Polluticn.

Thix said emphancally: “We are satisfied
thiat the incineration of wasie in aitably bo-
cated plantsdesigned o meet now sundands
represents snenvironmentally accepiable
form of wasic disposal”

The seport received a muted respone.
Friends of the Earth acoused e comptision
of "pllling the eart before the hoise — wntl
the Uovernment scts a natonal umetable
target W reduce the amount of waste pro-
ducedd.. it isfoolhardy i encourage hurning
mare waste™,

Even I.Irr::npe.uc': FEADOTIE Wil uncharac:
teriankcably boves keey: 10 calbiedd the report "ilogi-
caland regrossive” on the prounds that it fils
o tape account of wideipread public
opposition”.

Faor Tack of bogic, that commenit takes same

beating. Much publicopposition to incners:
tion i baseid on technologies and regulatory
stanelardsiliat are now history. To base one's
oep i Lo o incineration on existing pulile
sentiments, in the Tull knowledue that those
sentiments are often misguided or illdin.
formed, i at best laey und illoglcal. Avworst,
it served 1o promote prejudice over good sci-
ance in onder o defond palicy posiGons that
have 11;m5 ago been rendered ircclevant by
the pace of technalbgieal change,

[t's one of those greal saws of the environ-
mant wievement that we shoubdn't pin slleur
faith on new technology, Pve ofien wwed
wwaty atitmysell, But to deny ounches access
1o technologies that really deo help 1o previde
noiw solutione womd insane,  And inciners-
tion technalogies are. changing so dramati-
cally thatit's hard even for the experts w keep
up.

What are wie 1o make, for instance, of the
now Thermosclect wasts-procesing plant
operatnganaamall talian wwnon the shores
of Lake Magzore? Theough a combriitog
of gasilication and incineration al lempera:
tares of up 1o LG, municipal waste &
cofverted b 3 gas that cas e used o the
plant’s own enenyy needs or for eleciricity,
and dnlo recyclable metal and minecral
restdues. The operaiors claim that 995 per
centof e waste is regained either as energy
or rousable row materials. The proces is as
near W emimiondres us one can gel and
astenuihingly cheap, which may cxplam why
hundreds of experis have visited the plan
over the past year to-stucy i

It's hard mox oo feel pome exciterment ai the
Powr:li:l;n such r.m:hnrﬂngic-s. MAa Pu.r!ni the
kincd of mteyrated wasic mamage ment sbeat-
oy pmmmml l,.:,' HOWEFTINEE 1% anich nd T
marks fwhich has worked choscly with iidis.
iry o develip new wavs of recovering waste
hfll Il[l.'lm ;lrrullmh il'l.l.'il'l:ml.'iul'l |:ﬂ=J:|L|. HE]
service local heatng schomes) cnvimnme-
tal probifems really can become economic
opporiumnites

Signilicantly, the Boval Comnmisama's it
recommendation i that our Government
shoalcd Prodq,r.m wuch a atrafepy fortiwith af
ter years of delay, It might equally demand
Une same of e environmment moserment. The
opposition Lo mcineration rests on tree mads
coneerns: the eflect on health and the oo
ronmentof gascous cmissons; the disposal of
the fiy ash; and the mmpact of incinceation
recyeling schemes

The commission argues thal the first tec
irspescan largely be resolved by new technal
ey, provided that all new. incineratons are
properly iocated and manage:d

O theussue of damage o recyching schomes,
the commision is far les reassuning.  Envd-
ronvmentalists argue thatiFyou can juststickit
all in an incincratsr the inéeniive o recycle
will hl‘]_.'l'b:il-lh-'ﬂ:d'l-l':ﬂ'. What Fitle evdencoe
thege inen s somewhat ambivalent, though
studics in Crermany (which bums 30 peroent
of ils municipal waste, despilc having the
world's most comprehensive recyeling
scheme), have demonstruted that incinera-
Liun xnel I\E\I:I\-'I:HII.H afc nulintbh‘lp.imt.

Vi as keen an recycling as the next Green,
Butit's ratthie answer 1o all sur waste-dipaal
problems, which makes it incressingly chs-
homest o go on presenting the options to the
public in terms of irreconcilable moral
peatarities: recycling godsl, incineration bad.
That's just bad scicnce and bad polives,

A ratcre) teldvazion programmi’s frstpe:
avly [z afton lo be onrfortmirdng and in-
formative rather than to shr peaple info
mction. Thars {5 e or no meation af how
the viswer citn help,  This doas not mean
that itis impassitde fo became invelved.
There is an ensvmavs naed across al
soctors of socioly in the fight to save our
enviranmant. Thershas beangreatresisi-
ange fo tatking fo industry. Wa ought io
have thrown gpen the doars ong 420,

Maore and mare COMpPanies e now ac
Wvely seoking advice and showing thes
suppart by becomng marnbars of M
Togal Wildtifo Truels.

Itis up fa us whether we allow telovizion
fer furr g indo cancimad bul ropaten
saoctxioes, or ta act ag-a springbodrd {of
Aefian,

By qiving ol maney, support and b,
whither wo foln consarvation ovganisa-
tions campaign far change or volunieer fo
halp, we each can make a difference.

—JULIAN PETTIFER
i Grosstink
faurnal of the Bayer Group in the UK




CALLING ALL NATTERJACKS !
New home ready

i *51
\\W
W\

;

Y HUNTE

"l
Wy fram the Wirral Horapph sl = they'we purting wr in a figher Counal Tax bond”

In pur bst Bsue we reporied that the rare
Nattergek mad colomy living i the vicinay
ol Red Rocks, Hoylake was in jeopardy. In
am attempt (o provide a better breeding
grosind the Sowiety wasfinancing the wee of
2 bl lderer i provide o tew 'serape” (o be
ready [or thelr occupation when they
emerged [rom hibermation iy the sandhills
i the spring.

The bilidasee arrived an the soene just
bolore fhristmaz and, under the 1|.|'|.'|a|:n-'i-
sican oof fuck: Begpof tie Cheshive Wildlife
Trust, a shallow scrape, sinety yards ong
erul flicen vardswule, was dug in the area
Iy betwoen the embryo dune slack s
ihe secondary dunes. This ares atill re-
coives seawater at high tide, making the
Powal Jeas antractive o the Commion wads,
sl Towine the Natte rjacks tolay thieir spewn
witheout fear of preditinn Ty Gee Commey
toach Laclipoles.

The Wildlife Trostwill fence off the scrape
durang the breeding season 1o detersmall
ahildren from sailing thesr boats and gon-
erally aplasbang aboul to prevent cvelists
and maokor-coyclise wsing it psa water-chute
and o keep out horses and doga.

Tokerp the swrape inviclate the Chedhire
Wiledlife Trusi is seeking local volunteers
whir are willing to keep an eye onitand —
et pmportanily — listen ot for the dis-
sinctve cally af the made Notteqacks, This
will noten il bing face downwprdswithan
ear b e wole For anything like daal. When
the mnale Netterjack @ o pood yaice, i we
mentiorned Lot ime, it croak mn be heard
over amile away,

Ko Ka!{::iar_ht were soct al all Llﬂf.':-'l’.'\ﬂ.l'
and i nome appear on the scene this year
corinitderaiion will lie H;“"" 8 bl uq_'l:nE
males from another colony.

I anyone i willing v spend an hour or
o watking the reserve at dusk during

4

May/June please gel in wuch with Enc
Sannd, the Sodety secretry (on (51652
Hl]'ﬂ}whrrwill}thupw Loy faiian e weieel o
tos Jacki Beggatthe Cheshire Wildlife Truat,

The tnalldezr ai werk

THE
MERSEY
FOREST

One aof the ways o make v of enwanied
farmland and areas ofdereliction, the Gone
ernment has decided, ia to refarest pasts of
England. Not in the way the Forssry Come
misson has done il with alien conifers for
commercial purposes but with nutive Brit-
isly trees ~and on a huge scale. There will
be twelve of these ‘Community Fures s and
the bigwest of therm all will be The Mersey

Ty

Forest. It will cover — eventually — %57
sgpuare milest

The forest will only touch the Wirral Pe-
rinsulan tye Ellesmere Part area; ils main
thrust infrom Winsford and Merthwich aned
the Vile Roval district to Runcorn and
Warnnpgton,on oS T etens, Hupton, Kirby,
Maghull and Formbsy, Eight boroughs are
involved altogether.

It is, of coune, a longerm project, The
planting target is 3,140 hectares {1 hedare=
247 aoes - Ed. } of woodland over o 34 year
period, The support of all sections of the
community will be needed to brng the
vasion to reality” ways thie Draft Forest Plan.

A Mersey Forest team and office has been
selup at Birchwood, Warrington, and they
have Bsred o draft consultiive document,

The thought behind these community
fosreats is that-they will give o freab, preoner
image @ the region and help (o boot
employment by attrctng newinduwstry anc
investment.  They will conirbuice i il
emploviment, create atteactive tites for pub-
licenjoymentand for wildlife, and produce
asupply of tmber,

The coaparation ol farmerswill besought
1o integrate forestry into their commercial
operation. Fartcipation will be voluntary,
will mot imvolve compulsory purchases or
abligatory access agreements, and will re-
guire landlord and temant dgrecment b
any proects. Amange of grants ond incen-
tves salreadyavailable W farmerswhowish
tn plant trees,

The Bralt Plan argues that reliance on
alder industries, high unemploymendt, and
aconcentration of derelict land huve led to
a poor environmental quality and image
Far the Meracy Forest, particularly on Mes-
seyaide. The Foress, it s hoped, will hiclp
imprave much af the derefiction 21 low
coul, improve the region’s image and help
with economic regeneration.

Ia the romaniic ttnn'l::n.'ll;-g:,rnfllt: Froas
Release the plan suggests that the public
should “picture a mosaic of woodinnds,
Timked by anework of green routewaysand
wocded trinsport eorridors, not anly giv
ing wocess 4o facilities such as picnic area
and recrealion gtes for breaks and holi-
davs, but sl o docal shops, place of work
or schoal,”

We don't need a forest in Wirral but a
prmect for a few mmore woddllands would
not ge amiss,









