
A lost view?
Like various other buildings under threat on Wirral,
buildings that were lovingly and optimistically restored
in the 1980s, the Pumping Station which once kept the
Mersey Tunnel from flooding, is closing to the general
public.

Birkenhead Pumping Station

New good design… and the old
The new lifeboat station on the North Coast at Hoylake
uses the sand for heat retention. Response times for
emergencies will be reduced by 5 minutes. In the
foreground, the repainted Victorian water fountain.

Wildflowers into custody?
Plans are afoot to build a new Police Command Centre
on land in Birkenhead North, adjacent to Beaufort
Road. It’s now a rural scene, with a distant view of
St.James church. A 1960s housing estate was
controversially demolished here, apart from one lone
homestead.

Recent forward thinking public building projects have
replaced the wild flower meadows they have built on by
planting new meadows on their rooves. This is
beneficial for rainwater retention, insulation and
wildlife. Architects! Think about that as a good idea.

www.thegreenroofcentre.co.uk

View from Beaufort Road

Future meetings - at Wallasey Golf Club.
January 26th, our speaker will be Dr Steve

Anderson whose talk is entitled 'A...way with Waste'.
From 1976-2002 Dr Anderson worked for Unilever,

initially in research and product development and, after
moving to packaging in 1993 became Technical
External Affairs Manager for Packaging and the
Environment.   He had an active role in key industry
organisations in this field and chaired the regulatory
committee of one -  EUROPEN - for 8 years.   He left
Unilever to set up his own consultancy and in 2008,
with two ex colleagues, formed PEC Partnership
Limited which focuses on environmental and cost
issues for packaged goods.
He and his wife live on the Wirral and he enjoys golf,
walking and keeping fit.
9th March, the second talk in the series will follow a

short AGM.   Our speaker is Captain Hugh Daglish
LVO JP RN on "Her Majesty's Yacht Britannia - a
Personal Reminiscence".
Born and brought up in Oxton, Captain Daglish
attended Birkenhead School. He joined the Royal
Navy when he was 19 and served for 36 years.  On
leaving active service in November 2005 he moved to
West Kirby with his wife Valerie.  He had 10 ships in all:
destroyers, frigates and aircraft carriers.  In his last two
sea appointments he was captain of the destroyer
HMS NEWCASTLE, and he served in the Her
Majesty's Yacht BRITANNIA as the Commander - but
more about his interesting career on the night. 
Members will receive reminders of these events.
19th October 2010 – Hot Pot Supper and Talk.

Lilian Potter
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Alan Brack reports…

What’s in a name?

A few weeks ago The Daily Telegraph reported that a
street in (I think) the Greater Manchester area had
changed its name from something quite ordinary to
something which reflected a very special moment in
the street’s history.  

The new name commemorates the moment following
the outbreak of the 1914/18 war when all the
ablebodied men who lived in the street decided they
should immediately volunteer their services and joined
the army. Over a hundred of them, if I remember rightly.

This extraordinary patriotic action has never been
forgotten and now - 65 years later – it is to be
remembered by changing the street’s name to
something suitably fitting. A new street nameplate
(Heroes Street – or something like that) will be
accompanied by an explanatory plaque.

I apologise for not recalling the details but this report
made me think that this splendid idea of
commemorating notable occasions and notable people
with street names would be of interest and even pride
on future new developments here in Wirral.

Wirral is not short of distinguished heroes and people
of attainment and the use of their names would surely
be preferable to the present custom of expecting the
developer to use almost any name, however irrelevant,
provided the planning department approves it.

If you look at a street map of Wirral, those responsible
for naming roads in the Peninsula’s past - and even
recent times - have been singularly lacking in
imagination. Roads have been named, quite
indiscriminately, after flowers, trees, birds, Lake District
lakes and counties and towns from Ambleside to York.

There are no less than 14 Wirral roads named
‘Stanley’ something or other, 15 bear the name
‘Highfield’, another 15 are named ‘Bedford’ and 17
roads, avenues or drives have ‘Woodland’ or ‘Green’ in
their titles,  The prize name, however, goes to ‘Grange’.
There are 23 of ‘em.

There are also two instances of imaginations running
riot. In Bidston a small development of four or five
houses is named ‘Coral Ridge’ and Thornton Hough
boasts ’Widgeon’s Covert.’

The mind boggles. A coral ridge – in Wirral ?  And if
a widgeon was ever spotted on the Peninsula it would
bring the birdwatchers with their cameras, binoculars
and telescopes out in droves.

Unrelated to a pigeon, a wigeon (or widgeon) is a
waterborne duck found in Europe and northern Asia
and, in the winter months, a few may sometimes be
found wintering in the far north of Scotland.  But a
widgeon in Thornton Hough?  Highly unlikely. 

The naming of new roads to commemorate Wirral war
heroes, celebrated scientists, distinguished artists,
architects, authors, sculptors, musicians and the like
would not be difficult. Wirral boasts a long list of the

great and distinguished. In fact, a start has been made.
In Upton Road, going down the ridge towards
Claughton Village, there is Wilfred Owen Drive.

Wilfred Owen, of course, has been acclaimed as the
finest poet of the First World War and the estate is built
on the last site of Birkenhead Institute school. Owen
attended the Institute when it was located in Whetstone
Lane.

Who else? To begin with – there are the Wirral
holders of the Victoria Cross and George Cross - like
Lt-Com Ian Fraser VC, Chief Petty Officer Joe Lynch
GC and Norman Tunna GC.  Then there is Andrew
Irvine who, with George Mallory, may have been the
first mountaineer to have reached the summit of
Everest and that other intrepid, the mountaineer and
explorer, Major ‘Bill’ Tilman, to name but a few. And, for
the interest of future generations, the nameplate
should be accompanied by an explanatory plaque
recounting their achievements.

I freely offer this idea to anyone who may ever be
similarly concerned in the future.  

Alan Brack’s book ‘A Cheshire Christmas’ - has been
re-published in paperback.

This is an evocation of Christmas in Cheshire as seen
through the eyes of people connected with the county

in any way, from Lewis Carroll and Nathaniel
Hawthorne to Gyles Brandreth and Norman Thelwell.

(The History Press £9.99).
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Thanks to various
groups, including the
Wirral Society, the
Vatican have ruled to
save St.Peter and Paul’s
church in New Brighton



Late August 2009 by May Minter

The sunny morning Heswall  

Of the GCSE results

Coffee shop celebrations

Pavement tables crowded

Under an ancient beech.

Buses grumble by

To Chester, Hoylake, Heswall shore

While we dip croissants into tall glasses

Boys examine yellow ladybugs

Munching on greenfly

On the black metal fence

I sit and look to 60 years ago

Across the road – Castle Buildings;

Nana and Auntie -

Survivors of a wartime Liverpool bomb

Wave from an upstairs window.
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The changing face of Wirral 
Our landscape is never fixed. In the 1980s there were bright yellow fields of rapeseed. The 1990s brought the era
of maize, then the maize maze – new technology (GPS) allowing complicated designs to be mapped out on the
growing field. Free range hens are once more a common sight. On Thurstaston Common developing trees were cut
down in recent years to re-establish an earlier era of low heathland. At the highest point of the Wirral, Poll Hill in
Heswall, trees have been allowed to grow up over 60 years to form woodland, gradually changing the open estuary
views of the late 1940s.
New dunes, marsh and shoreline are formed on the Dee coast, while at other places on the same coastline huge
stones have been stacked to hold back cliff erosion.
The tower at New Brighton rose and fell; new sky scrapers are proposed in the Birkenhead Docks.
Pre and post war housing and business premises have been knocked down leaving scope for new, but often
temporary wild flower meadows.

A PERAMBULATION OF THE HUNDRED OF WIRRAL - One hundred years on,  1909 – 2009
‘All things are subject to change’wrote Harold Young, in his‘A Perambulation of the Hundred of Wir ral’ published exactly a
century ago. ‘But’he continued ‘to change and to change for the better are two different things; and the Hundred of Wir ral is
changing rapidly, for in many places I have noticed commercial activity crushing out rural avocations. If this goes on, as it
seems likely to, we shall gain something, but without doubt we shall lose something else very precious to our life …I mean the
rural life and occupation of this interesting tract of land’.

Elizabeth Davey
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Recent Casework
Proposed One Stop Primary Care Centre at the Warrens, Thingwall
We and other allied 'conservation' societies in Wirral have been amazed by Wirral Council Planning Committee's
near-unanimous decision - to approve this latest Application at the Warrens in the Statutory Green Belt. 
We are at a loss to know what had actually changed since previous decisions to reject 2 very similar Applications.
One difference we can see - the new design is now sited on the disused horticultural buildings.
We do not believe, from the Committee Report, that the 'Very Special Circumstances' existed which were
necessary to make an exception to the Green Belt rules. 

Proposed Wirral Waters development, East Float, Birkenhead 
In the last Wirral Matters, we reported that we were seeking a greater input into the work taking place to develop
this major scheme. Our worry now is that with 2 relatively modest low-rise tower blocks having been approved,
this could ease the approval of the more controversial part of the development, comprising multiple tower blocks
up to 40 storeys high. Whilst we welcome moves to improve Wirral’s economy, we are concerned at the potential
major impact the towers would have on North Wirral’s landscape. 

Protection for Historic Buildings 
We in the Society share the concerns of many over the future of Wirral’s historic buildings and are actively
monitoring the situation.  Buildings at the biggest risk are those whose original purpose has ceased and are now
underused.  Sadly, following the classic case of Liscard Hall, (destroyed by fire), examples of this problem are
increasing. Many are in the ownership of public bodies, eg. Birkenhead Town Hall and Bidston Observatory.  Many
others, noticeably in Hamilton Square, are privately owned.

“   Went to New
Brighton yesterday,
ended up by losing one
of the children, but
found her in charge of
the police on Liverpool
landing stage, quite an
excitement!”

Tower and Lake -  New Brighton
postcard from 1913 with a happy

ending

Connections
Adult learner and social organisation, Wirral 3Ls,
has strong connections with the Wirral Society –
three WS committee members are tutors. Wirral related
subjects include local history, music, museum and theatre
visits, painting land and seascapes, walking and eating out.
Contact:  0151 645 0066          

WS member, Jim O’Neil’s local history group on top of Tell’s
Tower, West Kirby
Photo by one of the group

Where are these faces?

On the left – roving photo
journalist – Arthur John Picton
discovered this sandstone
sculpture on the outside of 
St. John the Divine church in
Frankby.
Inside we can appreciate
stained glass by Pre-Raphaelite
artist/designer Burne-Jones.
On the right – a detail from  ‘A
Tribute to Gardeners’ a 2 ton
sculpture in Royden Park
walled garden – carved in the
1990s by Richard and Carol
Benbow from a 250 year old
elm tree felled in Brackenwood
Park, Bebington.
Find another face on their
totem pole in the woodland.

*************************

In brief
Traditional markets are in
serious decline – often down to
poor planning decisions by
local councils - allowing
supermarkets too much power.
Wirral’s one weekly outdoor
market – in Neston, appears to
be thriving on the closed-off
Friday streets and car- park,
while the new Sainsburys is
built. We need to be sure this
vibrant and historic market will
continue.

Wirral has greatly improved
its record on waste disposal,
saving money and reducing the
need for landfill sites.
Merseyside as a whole needs
to deal with 6 – 7 million tonnes
of waste each year –  think of a
huge skyscraper 3 miles high.
www.wasteplanningmerseyside.
gov.uk 

Wirral Society’s Christmas tree will
join others at West Kirby Methodist
church. Open 12th December +  at
all Christmastide services.


